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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH£  publisher  c^  the  present  Yolane  cannot 
but  regret  that  circumstances^  of  in  imperious 
nature,  have  rendered  it  absolntdy  necessary 
that  the  whole  of  tbs  Documekts  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Inquirj^  iiito  the  Conduct  <^  H^r 
Royal  Highness  the  Princbss  of  Wali^s, 
should  be  subniitted  to  the  examinalidn  6(  the 
public. 

This  being  the  only  means  by  which  ft  Atir  and 
impartial  judgment  can  be  formed  upon  the  '*Be« 
licate  Investigation/'— the  publisher  conceives 
that  he  is  merely  performing  an  ocl  b/*  j^tice  in 
delivering  to  the  world  a  genuine  and  unmutilated 
copy  of  the  suppressed  booky  as  it  was  printed  by 
Hm  in  the  year  1807,  under  the  direction  of  the 
late  Mr.  Perceval. 

Of  the  herd  of  spurious  works  on  this  subject, 
which  are  so  industriously  obtruded  upon  public 
notice,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak.    The  garbled 


(    iv    ) 

extracts,  also,  that  have  been  given  in  the  News- 
papers are  but  ill  calculated  to  satisfy  the  public 
concerning  this  highly  important  and  interesting 
Inquiry. 

In  addition  to  the  documents  printed  in  1807, 
the  present  work  will  be  found  to  contain  a  Mi- 
nute of  Cabinet  of  January  25, 1807  ;  a  Minute  of 
Council  of  April  21,  in  the  same  year;   and  a 

Letter  from  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  the  King, 
dated  the  2nd  of  October,  1806. 

To  this  edition,  exclusively ^  are  added,  A  Nar-' 
rative  of  the  Recent  Events^  that  have  led  to  the 
publication  of  the  "  Book;'' — and  A  Statement  of 
FactSf  relative  to  the  Child  now  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales;  disclosing  circumstances  of  great  interest, 
which  are  exclusively  in  the  possession  of  the 
publisher. 

Crane  Court,  Fleet  Street, 
March  19,  1813. 
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A  NARRATIVE 

OF  THB 

~  §    • 

That  have  ltd  to  the  Publication  if  the  Original  DoeU'^ 
ments  rehtive  to  Her  Royal  tJighneu 

THE  PRINCESS  OF  WALES. 


For  the  last  three  months,  so  many  hiats^  advertkements^ 
jmd  notices  appeared  in  the  daiJy  papers,  and  in  various  other 
wajrs,  that  the  public  mind,  was,  in  some  measnre,  prepared 
:te  expect  a  iiiU  disclosure  of  the  proceedings  relative'  to  her 
Royal  Highness  the  Priqcess  of  Wales.  Th^  following  occar- 
rence  was  the  first  that,  strengthened  the  conviction  of  every 
.#bfleryer  on  this  si^ject* 

On  the  I4th  of  January  last,  a  sealed  letter  was  transaiitted 

to  Lord  Liverpool  and  Lord  Eldon,  by  Lady  Charlotte  Camp- 

bell,  as  lady  in  waiting  for  the  month,  expressing  her  Royal 

•  Hi|^oess's  pleasure  that  it  should  be  presented  to  the  Priam 

Regent ;  and  there  was  an  open  copy  for  their  perusal 

On  the  15th^  the  Barl  of  Liverpool  presented  fats  compli- 
ments to  Lady  Charlotte  Campbell,  and  returned  the  letter 
anopened. 

:  On  the  l^h,  it  was  returned  by  Lady  Charlotte,  intimating, 
that  as  it  contained  matter  of  importance  to  the  StaiCi  she 
relied  on  their  laying  it  before  his  Royal  Highness.  It  was 
again  retumed  unopened,  with  the  Earl  of  Liverpool's  com* 
pllmentB  to  Lady  Charlotte,  saying,  that  the  Prince  saw  no 
leason  to  depart  froin  his  determination. 
.  On  die  t/th,  it  was  returned,  in  the  same  w^y,by  command 
(oi  her  Royal  Highness,  expressing  her  confidence,  that  the  two 
Aoblo  lords  would  not  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibili^ 

b 


•f  .not  commanrcatiiig  the  letter  to  his  Royal  Highnesff,  waS 
that  she  should  not  be  the  only  subject  in  the  empire^  whose- 
petition  was  not  to  be  permitted  to  reach  the  throne.  T» 
this  an  answer  was  given^  that  the  contents  of  it  had  been 
made  known  to  the  Prince. 

On  the  19th,  her  Royal  Highness  directed  a  letter  to  be  ad« 
dressed  to  the  two  noble  k>rds^  ^desirtng  to  know  whether  it 
had  been  made  known  to  his  Royal  Highness^  by  being  read 
to  him>  and  to  know  his  pleasure  thereon. 

No  answer  was  given  to  this  letter,  and  therefore  on  Hbm 
36th,  she  directed  a  letter  to  be  written,  expressing  her  sar- 
prize,  that  no  answer  had  been  given  to  her  application  for  % 
whole  week. 

'  To  this,  an  answer  was  received,  addressed  to  tiie  Princess^ 
•tating,  that  la  consequence  of  herfiojal  HigbneSs's  demands 
her  letter  had  been  read  to  tile  Prince  Regent  on  the  28ffd^ 
but  that  he  had  not  been .  pleasi^d  to  estpress  his  pleami^ 
tberdon.   The  following  isa  dopy  of  this  ]iiiportaiitdDeciaient«: 
"  Sir, 
*  It  is  with  great  reloctance  that  I  ptesnme  lo  obtroier  mywtf 
upon  your  Royal  Highness,  and  to  solitit  your  attention '!• 
anatters  which  liiay,  at  first,  ap|»ear  rather  of  a  personal'tiiaa 
a  public  nature.    If  I  could  think  them  so^if  ihby  rehf^ 
^merely  to  myilelf-«-I  should  iabstain  from  a^iocdedkig'wl^b 
might  give  uneasiness/ or  interrupt  Che  more  weighty  ^aapa* 
tions  of  your  Royal  Highnesses  time.    I  should  «6tftiUUe,  ^ 
silence  and  retireitietit,  to  lead  'the  Jife  which  ^  has-been  ^re* 
'scribed  to  me,  and  console  myself  for' 'theios^  of  Uhat  s6<d9fty 
and  those  domestic  comforts  to  which  I  have  so  lebg  beenfH^ 
stranger,  by  the  reflection  that  it  has  heeh  'de^mied  ^4^  I 
should  be  'afflicted  without  •  aby  'fttih  of  my  bwn-t^ad  ^^ 
'yourRo3ral  Highness  kiiows. 

^*  But,  Sir,  there  are  condidei'^fiods  of  a  higher  -  hattit^'thto 

atiy'regard  to  hiy  own  happiness,*  which  render 'this  itdth^tfa 

duty  both  to  myself  and  my^au^ter.    May  I  tentttre'to  'lAy 

^<i^a  duty  also  to  my  husband;  and  the  '|>edpie  committed' t* 

lliscare?   Thereisa  point  beyemd  ^vtrhtcha  jgiHltSess'^iin^x^ 


iwmpt^witti  safety  carry  ber  forbeanmce.    If  her  hooour  ia 
^nvadsd,  tbe  defence  of  her  reputation  is  no  longer  a  matter 
«f  choice  I  and  it  signifies  not  whether  the  attack  be.  made 
^openly,  manfully,  and .  directlyr- or  by  secret  insinuation^  and . 
hy  holding  such  conduct  towards  her  as  countenances  allth*  . 
suspicions  that  malice  can  suggest.    If  these  ought  to  be  the. 
feelings  of  every  woman  in  England  who  is  conscious  that  sh* 
Reserves  no.  reproach,  your  Koyal  Highness  has  too  sound  a 
Jtidgment^   and  too  nice  a  sense  of  honour,  not  to  perceive^ 
how   much.  m9re  justly  they  belong  to  the  mother  of  youc. 
idaugbfer*— the  mother  of  her  who  is  destined,  I.  trust  at  a  very  > 
distant  period,  to  reign  over  tbe  British  Empire. 

"  It  may  be  known  to  your  Royal  Higbn^,   that  during  ^ 
tWQ09tinus(Qce  of -the  restrictions  upon  your  royal  authority,  I 
purposely  relirain^d  f  rpqti ,  asking  any  representati  ons  which 
j^igbt  then  augment  tl^e  painful  difficulties  of .  your  exalted . 
«laltion*    At.  ttbe  expiration -of  th^  restrictions^  I  still  was  in*. 
<^ned.to  delay  taking  this  step,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  ow9. 
the  redress  I  sought  to  your  gracious  and  unsolicited  cond^ 
aceasioo.     1  have  waited,  in  the  fond  indinlgence  of  this 
«i^ectatton,  until,  to  my  inexpressible jfnortification,  I  find. 
Ihat  my  unwillingness  to  complain,  liaa  only  produced  fresh, 
gpoonds  of.  complain t;  and  I  am  at  length  compeUed,  either 
io  abandon  all  regard  for  the  two  dearest  objects  which  I  po8« 
^ess.on  eacth,  mine  own  honour,  and  my  belovjed  child,  or  to, 
tbmw  my.s^-  at  the  feet  of  your.  Royal  Eiigbnesst  the  natural 

pBOtector  of  both. 

'f  I  presume,  Sir«  to  represent  to  your  Royal  Highness,  that 
the.  separation,  which  evety  succeeding  month  is  making. 
wider,  of  the  mother  and  the  daughter,  is  equally  injurious  to, 
mf  character  and  to, her  education;  I  say  nothing  of  the  deep 
i!ounds.  which  so  cruel  an  arrangement  inlets  upon  my  feel- 
ipp,  although  I  would  fain  hope  that  few  persons  will  be 
loaod  ^f  1^  disposition  to  think .  lightly  of  these.  To  see  my- 
•^cut  ofF  from  one  of  t))(^  fi^w  domestic  enjoyments  left  me. 
rrr^^rt^infy  the  opjy  one  opon  which  I  set.  an/  value,  th« 
.  ti»i^  9i  mf  chiW-rWoli^s  n?e  in  such  naiseij;  ai  I  wj^I, 

b  2     , 
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l<aow  your  Rojal  Highneu  ooold  never  inflict  npoo  ms  it  jom 
were  aware  of  its  bitterness.  Oar  intercourse  has  been  gni« 
daally-  dimfn'isbed.  A  single'  interview,  weekly,  seemed  sni^ 
fciently  hard  allowance  fpr  a  mother's  affectiooa.  That» 
however,  was  redoced  Co  our  meeting  once  a  fortaight  |  and  I 
now  learn  that  even  this  moat  rigorous  interdiction  ia  to  be 
still  more  rigidly  enforced. 

"  But  while  I  do  not  venture  to  intrude  my  feelings  as  a 
mother,  upon  yoor  Royal  Higbness's  notice,  I  must  be  allowed 
to  say,  that  in  the  eyes  of  an  observing  and  jealous  world, 
this  separation  of  a  daughter  from  her  mother,  will  onlyad« 
mit  of  one  construction— -a  construction  &tal  to  the  mother's 
reputation.  Your  Royal  Highness  will  also  pardon  me  for  ad* 
ding,  that  there  is  no  less  inconsistency  than  injustion  in  this 
treatment.  He  who  dares  advise  your  Royal  Highness  to  over* . 
look  the  evidence  of  my  innocence,  and  disregard  the  sentence 
of  complete  acquittal  which  it  produced;  or  ia  wirked  and 
false  enough  sti^l  to  whisper  suspicions  in  your  ear,  betiaya 
his  doty  to  you,  sir,  to  your  daughter,  and  to  your  people,  if 
be  counsels  yon  to  permit  a  day  to  pass  without  a  further 
inyestigation  of  my  conduct.  I  know  that  do  such  calum- 
niator will  vulture  to  recommend  a  measure  which  most 
speedily  end  in  bis*  utter  confusion.  Then  let  me  implore  yon 
to  reflect  on  the  situation  in  which  I  am  plapBd  :  without  the 

afaadow  of  a  charge  against  me— without  even  an  accuser- 
after  an  inquiry  that  led  to  my  ample  vindication— )ret  treated 
as  if  I  were  still  more  culpable  than  the  perjuries  -  of  my. 
anbomed  traducers  represented  me,  and  held  up  to  the  world 
as  a  mother  who  may  not  enjoy  the  society  of  her  only 
jChild. 

^'  The  feelings,  sir,  which  are  natural  to  my  unexampled 
situation,  might  justify  me  in  the  gracious  judgment  of  your 
Royal  Highness  had  I  no  other  motives  for  addressing  you  bu^ 
such  as  relate  to  myself.  But  I  will  not  disguise  frpm  your 
Royal  Highpess  what  I  cannot  for  a  moment  conceal  from  my« 
self,  that  the  serious,  and  it  soon  msry  .be>  the  irreparable 
injury  Which  my  diopter  sustaUit  Aom  the  plan  at  pres^ . 


• 

piirsaed/  has  done  more  in  orercoming  mj  relootanoe  to  ia« 
trdde  upon  your  Royal  Highnest^  than  any  safieringt  of  my  own 
could  acoomplish  ^  and  if  for  her  sake  I  presume  to  call  away ' 
your  Royal  Higkiiess's  attention  from  the  other  cares  of 
y^onr  exalted  statimi,  I  feel  cooifideni  Tarn  not  datining  it  for 
a  matter  of  inferior  importance  either  to  yoonelf  or  your 
people. 

'"  The  powers  with  which  the  constitution  of  these  realms 
leasts  your  Royal  Highness  in  the  regulation  of  the  royal  fiimtly, 
I  know«  because  I  am  ao  advised,  are  ample  and  unquestion- ' 
^e.  My  appeal,  sir,  is  made  to  your  eioellent  sense  and 
liberality  of  mind  in  the  exercise  ci  tkoae  powers;  and  I 
willingly  hope  that  your  own  parental  feelings  will  lead  you 
to  excuse  the  anxiety  of  ndne  for  impelling  me  to  represent 
the  unhappy  consequences  which  the  pieient  system  must  en« 
tail  upon  our  beloved  diild. 

"  Itisimpossible,  sir,  that  any  one  can^ have  attempted  to 
persuade  your  Rdyai  Highness,  that  her  character  will  not  be 
injured  by  the  perpetual  violence  oflered  to  her  strongest  af-' 
fections^^the' studied  care  taken  to  estrange  her  iix>m  my' 
society,  iand  even  to  interrupt  all  communication  between  us  I 
That  her  l6¥e-  for  me,  with  whom>  by  his  Majesty's  wise  aind- 
gracious  arrangemei^ts,  she  passed  the  years  of  her  infimcy  and 
diildhood,  never  caii  be  extinguished^  I  well  know,  and  the 
knowledge  of  it  forms  the  greatest  blessing  of  my  existence. ' 
**  But  let  me  implore  your 'Royal  Highness  to  reflect  how 
inevitably  all  attempts  to  abate  this  attachment,  by  forcibly  se-* 
parating  us,  if  they  succeed,  must  injure  my  child's  principles 
' — if  they  fail,  must  destroy  her  happiness.  '  ' 

'^  Thespian  of  excluding  my  daughter  from  all  intercourse  with^ 
the  world,  appears  to  my  hiimble  judgmetit  peculiarly  unfbr- 
tunate.  *  She  who  is  destined  to  be  the  sovereign  of  this  great' 
country,  enjoys  none  of  those  advantages  of  society  which  are- 
deemed  necessary  for  imparting  a  knowledge  of  mankind  to 

ersons  who  have  infiinilriy  less  occasion  to  learn  that  impor- 
tant lesson  i  and  it  may  so  happen,  by  a  chance  which  I  trust 
is  veiy  remote,  that  she  sfaoaU  be  called  upon  to  exercise  the 


1 


|)Owera  of  tlie  Crowo^  with  an  experieoceiof^the  world  nm*. 
confined  than  that  of*  the  most  private  individnaL  To  the  ex* 
traordioary  talents  with  which  abe  is  blessed,  and  which  ac* 
company  a  disposition  lis  «ingalarjy  aniiaWeji  fr^nk*  and  de- 
cided>  I  willingly  trust  much ;  bati)eycn.d  a  cfrtaio  point  th#, 
greatest  natural  endowments  cannot  struggle  afpioft  vhe  din- 
advantages  of  circumstances  and  situation.  It  is  my  earnest 
|»Byer«  for  her  own  sakcj  as^  well  as  h^r.  country's^  that  your 
ftoyal  HIghnest  may  be  indac^  to  paqse  b^ce  this  poiot.  ha 
,  reached* 

**  ThofiQ  wbohave  advifledyDUj  sir^  to  dday  so  long  tiie  peiio4 
of  my  dattghter*«  oommeiDGiog  her  intercourse  with  the  worldf. 
and  for.  that,  purpose  to.make  Windsor  her  residenoej  appear  nct^ 
4o  have  regarded  the  intecniptioni  to  her  eduoatioft .  which.thii* 
ariangement  occasions;,  both  by  the  imposaibUily  ofobtainiogi 
the  attendance  of  proper  teachers^  and.  thetinie  unavoidflblfi 
oonsftimed  in.  tha  ffiequent  jour/nies  tp  tpwn,  which  sfa^  mast 
makte»  unless  she  is  to.  he  aecludedfrom.a)}  interooiirie»  evecif 
wi^  your  Royal  Hjghoes^  apd  thf»  rpat  of  the  roya):  fiunily^  T^. 
the s^mennfortunate: counaelf  laspribi^. a  cingntmtan^g ia.ey^fj 
W2^  so  distreyising  both.  tOr  my  pai:eiijt4  apd  religious  £(dyogf». 
that,  my  daughter  has.o^ver  yet  enjo^ced  the:benefit:  of  confir« 
raation»  although  abavA  a  year  older  tb^  the  age  at  which  all 
ibe  othftr  branch^ftof  the  ix>yai  family  have  partaken  of  that 
solemnity.  H$y  I  earoe9tly  conjure  yxKit  sir,  tpiiear  my  in« 
leeaties  npon  this  secious  matter*  even  if  you  should  Hst^n  ta 
iother  adviser«<op  things  of  less  near  ogmcenuoeot  to  the  wc]«> 

fare  of  our  child  ?  ' 

* 

"  The  pain  with  which  I  have  fti  lecgdi*  forsded  the.re8olutioA 
cif  addres^ng  myself  to  your  Royal  Highuf^  is  mch  as  I  shookl 
ia  vaiu  attempt  to  eipress.  If  I  coalcladj^cj^^tely  describe  il^ 
jou  noii^t  bQ  enabled*  sir».  tp  estimate  th^s^ei^j^ofythn 
loptlvea  which  haye.  Q^ade  me  aubmll:  to  i^.  Th^y  are  the  mofl; 
powerful  feelings  of  aSectipn,  and  the,  d^pesjt  impressioni^  o£ 
duty  towards  your  ^qy^.  Higl^ess,  o^  b^Ipved  qhild^  and  Mv^ 
epuntry^  ^bicb  I  dovote^ly  hope  sho  m^y  k^  fvf^^vyp^it^ 
iPiseciiuandtedmv,  h^r^i 


(  x^  ) 


•.W.K  .11^'  ®''  "^^  ^^^^  «pect,Sttd  an  atlafehttieiit 
which  fiolhifig  can  alter, 

Yt)ur  RoyHl  HighoBts?t 
Most  devoted  and  most  affeetioo^ 
-  CotMort^  Consrn,  and  Suiject, 

<agtted)  CAROLINE  LOUISA/ 

*'  Montague  Hotise, 
Jon.  U,  1813. 

letter  almost  immediately. 

We  mu«t  now  advert  to  another  circum.taiice  connected 
with  thelnrctigatioa.  The.  Princess  Charlotte  having  been  in- 
Asposed,  previously  to  the  Fete  given  by  the  Prince  Regent,  at 

•;^t6.*Hoft«,,  on  the  ath  of  Febraaiy.  and  this  iUnes.  after. 

-  *»idriti«ta.ii,g,  her  Royal  Higbflfis,  was  neceisarily  obliged 

^X^  7^*^ '°''^"'''"'-  '•>^'>-qaencebfthis,Se 
■Vntt^  t.f  Wales,  <,n  the  8tb  of  Febraaty,  add«s«jd  hersdf 
jlo-l/,*d  tivetpbol,  desiring  thathewdold  commnnfcate  to  the 

fWfKeRegentherRoyalHi^nMs'k  hit»iition  to  viMr  the  PHn- 
■=«.*  Charlotte  at  Wanrfct-house.  I^rd  liverpool  wpKed. 
^^tA^^mktppfrto  amxHiiicd  the  Priaees.  Charlotte  to  tench 

better,  that  her  BoyatH%hii<w)^uld«*ablet»yi»it  the  PHn- 
■'%*»st)f  mifesi  at-KmiiDgton  PUaeeion  the  following  Thnrs- 
•  «|iy;Ffebt*iarf  the  ilth.  On  ^hat  momitig,  Ae  Princess  fof 
'iWWea  «sce}»«l  J^Affnlattoh  ttwth*  PWnees.  Gh»riotte-wu 
^ttftUted  coming. 

•OpAfl'this.  the  Priflttsaof  Wde*  again  •»«»««**  Lotd 
'  t^Wrpodl  to  know  the  reasbn,  -none  having  been  assigned,  ftr 
^fteWttitess  Charidtte's  being'Ans  suddenly  proljibited  fiwn 
^tlvtog  the-m^ting'td  her  royal  mother,  and  -when  and  how 
'Ma  fer  Royal'  HilgfaBets  might  expect  to  see  the Prfnoest 
Chatktte.  To  tbis'ftrtpiiry;  the  Princtisof  Wales  received  th» 


(     xti   > 

(COPY.) 

**  Fye'house,  Feh.  14,  1S13. 

^  Loid  Liyerpool  hat  the  hoooor  to  inform  your  Royal 
Hig^nev,  that  in  oonieqaeDoe  of  the  poblicatioo,  in  the  lf<xii« 
ing  ChroDide  of  the  10th  init.,  of  a  letter  addressed  by  joor 
Ro3ral  Hi^neis  to  the  Prince  Reg^t,  bis  Royal  Highnen 
thought  fit,  by  the  advice  of  his  oonfidential  servants,  to  signify 
bis  commands  that  the  intended  visit  of  the  Plrinoess  Charlotte 
to  jTOur  Royal  Highness,  on  the  following  day,  dioold  not 
take  place. 

^  Lord  Liverpool  is  not  enabled  to  make  any  further  coih- 
mnnication  to  yoor  Royal  H^ness  on  the  subject  of  yoor 
Royal  Highness's  note.'* 

To  this  letter,  the  Princess  of  Wales  commanded  Lady  Anne 
Hamilton,  her  lady  in  waiting,  to  reply,  as  follows,  to  Lord 
Liveipoc^ : 

/'  Montague-Houst,  Blackheaih,  Feb.  15, 1813. 

*'  lady  Anne  Hamilton  is  commanded  by  her  Royal  Htgh- 
■ess  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  represent  to  Lord  Liverpool  that 
the  insidious  insiunation,  rejecting  the  publicatjon  of  the 
letter  addressed  by  the  Princess  of  Wales,  on  the  14th  of 
Jannary,  to  the  Prince' Regent,  convejyed  in  his  lordship's 
reply  to  her  Royal  Highness^  is  as  void  of  foundation  and  as 
false  as  all  the  former  accusations  of  the  tmdacers  of  her 
.  Royal  Highness*s  honour  in  the  year  1806. 

**  Lady  A-  Hamilton  is  fiirther  commanded  to  say,  that 
dignified  siknce  would  have  been  the  line  of  conduct  the 
Princess  would  hhve  preserved  upon  such  insinuation  fmore 
than  unbecoming  Lord  Liverpool),  did  not  the  effsct  arisieg 
from  it,  opa:ate  to  deprive  ber  Royal  Highness  of  the.  sole 
real  happiness  she  can  possess  in  this  world-— that  of  seeing 
Jier  only  child.  And  the  confidential  servants  of  the  Prince 
Regent  ought  to  feel  ashamed  of  their  conduct  towards  the 
Princess^  in  avowing  to  her  Jloyal  Highness  their  advice  to  the 
.Prince  Regent,  that  upon  unauthorized  and  unfounded  suppo-* 
aitions,  a  mother  and  daughter  should  be  prevented  from  meet^ 
ing— a  prohibition  positively  against  the  law  of  nature.— Lady 


(    wfi     ) 

Aaoe  HaoiiltQP  is  cooamaoded  further  to  desire  Lord  Liver- 
pool to,  lay  this  paper  before  the  Prince  Regent^  that  hii 
Royal  Highness  may  be  aware  ioto  what  errors  his  confidents 
servants  are  leading  hixu,  and  will  invohre  hioi^  by  counseUingp 
and  signifying  such  comooands*  '  : 

Here  closed  the  correspondence. 

The  Cabinet  meetings  still  continued  to  be  held»  and  the 
Princess  of  Wales  not  being  informed  concerning  the  nature^ 
form^  and  object  of  their  proceedings^  her  Royal  Highness  on 
the  '27th  of  February,  addressed  the  subjoined  letter  to  the 
Earl  of  Harrowby : 

Copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  the 

Earl  of  Harrbwby, 

.    fgf.  27,  1813. 

"  The  Princess  of  Wales  has  received  reports  from  various 
quarters  of  certain  proceedings  lately  held  by  his  Majesty's 
Privy  Council  respecting  her  Royal  Highness  j  and  the  Princess 
has  felt  persuaded  that  these  reports  must  be  un^oundedj,  be- 
cause she  could  not  believe  it  possible  that  any  resoiution 
•  should  be  taken  by  that  moat  honourable:body  io  any  respect 
afiecting  her  Royal  Highness,  upon  statements  which  she  has 
had  no  opportunity  of ^nsu/ering,  explaining,  or  evm  seeing. 

"  The  Princess  still  trusts  that  there  is  no  truth  in  these 
rumours  i  but  she  feels  it  due  to  herself  to  lose  no  time  in 
protesting  against  aqy  resolutions  afTectiag  her  Royal  High- 
ness, which  may  be  so  adopted. 

*^  The  noble  and  right  honourable  persons  who  are  said  to 
have  been  selected  for  these  proceediiigs,  are  too  just  to  decide 
any  thing  touching  her  ftoyal  Highness,  without  affording  her 
an  opportunity  of  laying  her  case  before  them.    The  Princess 
has  not  had  any  power  to  choose  the  Judges  before  whom  any 
inquiry  may  be  carried  on  -,  but  she  is  perfectly  yiriUiQg  to  have 
her  whole  conduct  inquired  into  by  any  pprsQjQS  who  may  be 
Selected  by  her  accusers.    The  Prificess  only  demands  that  she 
may  be  heard  iq  defiance  or  in  explanation  of  her  conduct^  if 
it  is  attacked ;  and  that  she  ^oald  eiiher  be  treated  a?  inno- 
cerit^  or  proved  to  be  guilty /• 


XVllt     ) 


A  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  hononiable  the  Prirf  CotuiciI> 
hMvlng  been  laid  before  the  Prince  Regent,  was  transmit- 
ted to  her  Royal  Highness  by  Viscpant  Sidmooth^  on  the 
evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  above  letter  was  sent; — 
and  Lord  Harrowby  replied  to  her  Royal  Highness,  by 
letter,  to  this  effect. 

The 'Report  Is  as  follows  :— 

TO  HIS  mOTAL  HiaHHBSS  TBB  PHIIICB  EBGBirT. 

The  following  Members  of  his  Majesty's  most  honoonble 
Privy  Coancil,  viz. 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbory, 
The  right  honourable  the  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  York, 
His  Grace  the  Lord  Primate  of  Ireland, 
The'Lord  President  of  the  Council, 
The  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire, 
Tlie  Ear)  Bathurst, 
.  The  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
The  Earl  of  Mulgrave, 
The  Viscount  Melville, 
The  Viscount  Sidmouth, 
The  Viscount  Castlereagh, 
The  right  honourable  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London, 
The  right  honourable  Lord  Ellenborough,  Lord  Chief 

Justice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
The  right  bon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
The  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  ot  the  Escheqner^ 
The  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy^ 
His  honour  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
The  right  honourable  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Coait 

of  Common  PleasS 


*  The  Chief  Jnatice  of  the  Ctoit  of  Conunon  Piess  was  pieventedkf 
fBditpositkm  JmialteodiDgy  daring  any  ptrt  of  these  j>rocecdin|i. 


(  »»  ) 

Tbo  rigbt  honourable  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Coort 

oi  Exchequer^ 
The  right  honoorable  the  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of 

Admiralty^ 
Tbe  right  honourable  the  Dean  of  the  Arches ; 

Having  been  summoned  by  command  tff  your  Ro^^al  Higb» 
aess/  on  the  19th  of  February,  to  meet  at  the  office  of  Vis* 
count  Sidmouth>  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home  department, 
a  communication  was  jmade  by  his  lordship  to  the  lords  then 
present,  in  the  following  term3 ;—  I 

'^^  Mt  Lords,— i  have  it  in  command  from  his  Royal  High* 
ness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  acquaint  your  lordships^  that  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  Frihcess  of  Wales  to  the  Prince  Regent 
having  appeared  in  a  public  paper,  whidi  letter  refers  to  the 
proceedings  that  took  place  in  an  Inquiry  instituted  by  com* 
mand  of  his  Majesty,  in  the  year  1806^  and  contains  among 
other  matters^  certain  animadversions  upon  the  manner  io 
which  the  Prince  Regent  has  exercised  his  undoubted  right  of 
regulating  the  conduct  and  education  of  his  daughter  the  Frin* 
cess  Charlotte  $  and  his  Royal  Highness  having  taken  into  hit 
consideration  the  said  letter  so  published,  and  adverting  to  the 
directions  heretofore  giyen  by  his  Majesty,  that  the  documents 
relating  to  the  said  Inquiry  should  be  sealed  up,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State,  ia 
order  that  his  Majesty's  government  should  possess  the  tneana 
of  resorting  to  them  if  necessary,  his  Royal  Highness  has  beea 
pleased  to  direct,  that  the  said  letter  of  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
and  the  whole  of  the  said  documents,  together  with  the  copies 
of  other  letters  and  papers,  of  which  a  schedule  is  annexed, 
should  be  referred  to  your  lordships,  being  members  of  his 
Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Council,  for  your  consider* 
ation :  and  that  you  should  report  to  his  Royal  Highness  youc 
c^inion,  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it 
be  fit  and  proper  that  the  intercourse  between  the  Princess  of 
Wales  and  her  daughter  the  Princess  Charlotte,  should  con- 
tinue to  be  subject  to  regulations  and  restrictions/' 

"  Their  lordships  adjourned  their  meetings  to  Tuesday,  tbe 
23d  of  February  1  and  the  intermediate  days  haviug  been 


/ 
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ployed  in  perusing  the  docaments  referred  to  them,  by  com* 
mand  of  your  Royal  Highness^  they  proceeded  on  that  and  ^ 
the  following  day  to  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  docu- 
ments, and  have  agreed  to  report  to  your  Royal  Highness  as 
follows :— ;- 

*'  III  obedience  to  the  commands  of  your  Royal  Highness, we 
have  taken  into  our  most  serious  consideration  the  letter  from 
her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  your  Royal 
Highness,  which  has  appeared  in  the  public  papers,  and  has 
been  referred  to  us  by  your  Royal  Highness,  in  which  letter 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  amongst  other  matters,  complains  that 
the  intercourse  between  her  Royal  Highness,  and  her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  Charlotte,  has  been  subjected  to  cer- 
tain restrictions. 

*'  We  have  also  taken  into  our  most  serious  consideration, 
together  with  the  other  papers  referred  to  us  by  your  Royal 
Highness,  all  the  documents  relative  to  the  Inquiry  instituted 
in  1806,  by  command  of  his  Majesty,  into  the  truth  of  cer- 
tain representations,  respecting  the  conduct  of  her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  whicb  appear  to  have  been 
pressed  upon  the  attention  of  your  Rdyal  Highness,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  advice  of  Lord  Thurlow,  and  upon  grounds 
of  public  duty  5  by  whom  they  were  transmitted  to  his  Jda- 
jesty's  consideration  ;  and  your  Royal  Highness  having  been 
graciously  pleased  to  command  us  to  report  our  opinions  to 
your  Royal  Highness,  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  ii  be  fit  and  proper,  that  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Princess  of  Wales  and  her  daughter;,  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  should  continue  to  be  subject  to  regulation  and 
restraint  : 

''  We  beg  leave  humbly  to  report,  to  your  Royal  Highness, 
that  after  a  full  examination  of  all  the  documents  before  us, 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
it  is  highly  fit  and  proper,  with  'a  view  to  the  welfare  of  her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Charlotte,  in  which  are  equally 
involved  the  happiness  of  your  Royal  Highness,  in  your  pa- 
rental and  royal  character,  and  the  most  important  interests  of 
the  State,— -that  the  intercourse  between  her  Royal  Highness 
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the  Princess  of  Walet^  and  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princese 
Charlotte,  should  continue  to  be  subject  to  reguUtion  and 
restraint, 

"  We  humblj  trust  that  we  niay  be  permitted, without  being 
thought  to  exceed  the  limits  of  the  doty  imposed  on  us«  res* 
pectfully  to  express  the  just  sense  we  entertain  of  the  motives 
by  which  your  Royal  Highness  has  been  actuated  in  the  postr 
ponement  of  the  Confirmation  of  her  R  >)  al  Highness  the 
Princess  Charlotte ;  as  it  appears,  by  a  statement  under  the 
hand  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  that  your  Royal  H'^ndss 
h^s  conformed  in  this  respect  to  the  declared  will  of  his  Ma* 
jesty  i  who  had  been  pleased  to  direct,  that  such  ceremony 
ahoold  .not  take  place  till  her  Royal  Highness  should  have 
completed  her  eighteenth  year. 

**  We  also  humbly  trust  thai  we  may  be  further  permitted  to 

notice  some  expressions  in  the  letter  of  her  Royal  Higbncas 

the  Princess  of  Wales,  which  may  possibly  be  construed  as 

implying  a  charge  of  too  serious^  a  nature  to  be  passed  over 

without  observation.    We  refer  to  the  words—'*  suborne4 

traducers/'    As  this  expression,  from  the  nianner  it  is  intro* 

duced,  niayi  perhaps,  be  Tiable  to  misconstruction  (however 

impossible  it  may  be  to  suppose  that  it  can  have  been  so  in* 

tended)  to  have  reference  to  some  part  of  the  conduct  of  you): 

'Royal  Highness ;  we  feel  it  our  bounden  duty  not  to  omit  this 

opportunity  of  declaring,  that  the  documents  laid  before  us, 

afford  the  most  ample  proof,   that  there  is  not  the  slightest 

foundation  for  such  an  aspersion.,  « 

(Signed) 

C.  CANTUAR,  SIDMOUTH, 

ELDON,  J.  LONDON, 

E.  EBOR,  ELLENBOROUGH, 

W.  ARMAGH,  CHAS.  ABBOT, 

HARROWBY,  P.  C.  N.  VANSITTART, 
WESTMORELAND,  0.  P.  S.     C.  BATHURST, 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE,  W.  GRANT, 

BATHURST,  A'.  MACDONALD, 

LIVERPOOL,  W.  SCOTT, 

MULGRAVE,  J.  NICHOL. 

MELVILLE,  ^  ^,,^^  „ 

A  true  copy,  SIDMOUTH.'' 
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The  next  docuiQeni  of  importance  ts  9  letter  addressed  i# 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
by  the  Princess  of  Wales^  in  which  her  Royal  Highneiss  called 
for  an  investigation  of  her  conduct,  before  Judges  known  to 
the  Constitution,  in  order  that  she  might  either  be  declared  to 
be  innocent^  or  proved  guilty.  A  copy  of  this  letter  was  als» 
transmitted  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

InKnediately,  upon  the  Meeting  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
on  March  2nd.  the  Speaker  rose  and  observed,  he  thought  H 
his  duty  to  acquaint  the  House^  that  in  the  afternoon  of  yester- 
day^ he  had  received  a  paper  which  purported  to  be  a  letter 
from  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  the  contents 

•  of  which  it  would  have,  of  course,  been  his  duty  to  communi- 
cate to  the  House  $  but  as  it  was  delivered  merely  to  one 
of  the  door-keepers,  he  forbore  to  take  any  steps  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  it  until  it  was  properly  authenticated.    In  so  acting* 

.  he  trusted,  that  he  had  not  interposed  so  as  to  prevent>  or 
improperly  to  delay,  the  approach  of  such  a  document  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House  of  Commons.  This  morning  the 
letter  in  question  was  authenticated ;  he  had  received  a  dOF 
plicate  of  h.  Inclosed  in  another  letter  from  her  Royal  High- 
ness, and  both  of  these  letters,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  he  should  now  read  to  them. 

The  House  having  signified  its  assent^  the  Speaker  [iro* 
oeeded  to  read  the  £rst  letter,  which  was  to  the  following 
effect:— 

^dontague' House,  March  2, 
''  The  Princess  of  Wales  begs  to  inform  Mr.  Speaker^  that 
by  her  own  desire,  as  well  as  in  consequence  of  the  advice  of 
her  Counsel,  she  yesterday  transmitted  to  him  a  letter,  the 
contents  of  which  she  was  anxious  should  be  made  known  to 
the  House  of  Commona;  and  with  that  view  her  Royal 
Highness  now  incloses  herewith  a  duplicate  of  that  letter .''^ 
The  inclosure  was  as  follows  : — 

*'  Montague^House,  BlackAeath,  March  1,  1813., 
'^  The  Princess  of  Wales  informs  (Mr.  Speaker)  the  Li>rd 
Chancellor,  that  she  has  received  from  the  Lord  Viscount 
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Sidmoath  a  copy  of  a  Report  made  to  his  Royal  Highneii  the 
Friace  Regent*  by  a  certain  namber  of  the  Members  of  hit 
Prifj  CounciJj  to  whom  it  appears,  that  his  Royal  Highness 
had  been  advised  to  refer  the  consideration  of  documents*  and 
other  evidence^  respecting  her  character  and  conduct. 

^*  The  Report  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  her  Royal  Highness 
feels  persuaded  no  person  can  read  it  without  considering  it  as- 
conveying  aspersions  upon  her }  and  although  their  vagueness 
lenders  it  impossible  to  discover  precisely  what  is  meant,  or 
even  what  she  has  been  chaig^  with  j  yet,  as  the  Princess 
feels  conscious  of  no  offence  whatever,  she  thinks  it  due  to 
herself,  to  the  illustrious  Houses  with  which  she  te  connected 
by  blood  and  by  marriage,  and  to  the  people,  among  whom 
she  holds  so  distinguished  a  rank,  not  to  acquiesce,  for  a  mo* 
m[ent,  in  any  imputation  Affecting  her  honour* 

"The  Princess  of  Wales  has  pot  been  permitted  to  knowupon 
what  evidence  the  Members  of  the  Privy  Coundl  proceeded, 
still  less  to  be  heard  in  her  defence.  She  knew  only  by  cooa- 
mon  rumours  of  the  inquiries  which  thqr  have  been  carrying 
on,  until  the  result  of  those  inquiries  was  communicated  to 
her,  and  she  has  no  means  now  of  knowing  whether  the 
Members  acted  ai  a  body  to  which  she  can  appeal  for  iedress# 
at  least  for  a  hearing  j  or  only  in  their  individual  capacities^ 
as  persons  selected  to  make  a  Report  upon  her  conduct. 

'*  The  Princess  is  therefore  compelled  to  throw  herself  upon 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  Parliament,  and  to  desire  that  the 
fullest  investigation  may  be  instituted  of  her  whde  conduct 
during  the  period  of  her  residence  in  this  country. 

"  The  Princess  fears  no  scrutiny,  however  atrict,  provided 

> 

she  may  be  tried  by  impartial  Judges,  known  to  the  consti* 
tntion,  and  in  the  feir  and  open  manner  which  the  law  of  the 
land  prescribes. 

''  Her  only  desire  is,  that  die  may  either  be  treated  at 
innocent,  or  proved  to  be  guilty. 

''The  Princess  of  Wales  desires  Mr.  Speaker  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  to  communicate  this  letter  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.** 
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TbU  ^ler  having  been  cead^  %oiom  oo^venatiop  took  piim 
betMii^en  Mr.  Whitbread  and  Lord  C«Mlereagfa  oq  tbe  sNtlbr 
ject;  but  as  the  proipised  moiioo  of  Mr.  Cocbrane  Jobn* 
itone  ^  stood  for  the  I'ith  of  March,  here  the  matter  rested 
for  the  present. 

This  letter  was  not  communicated  to  the  Houae  of  Lords, 
tbe  Lord  Chancellor  conceiving  that  he  was  restrained  by  a 
sense  of  duty^  from  reading  it  to  that  House. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstone  proceeded 
to  bring  on  his  motion,  and  the  Speaker  having  called  on 

4 

him,  Mr.  Lj^on  moved  the  standing  order  of  the  House,  and, 
consequently,  the  doors  were  closed,  and  all  strangers  ex« 
duded.  The  sitting  being  thus  rendered  secret,  Mr.  Bennett, 
moved  an  adjournment,  upon  which  the  House  divided  5— 

Ayes,      -      -      -       J35i 
rjofs,,      .       -       -       249 

Majority,      .      .      ..  ^    100 

The  .adiourQa3ieQ4  being  thus  negaliwed,  Mr.  GQcfarane 
JobDOoae  said,  th^t  he  wiMiId  follow  the  example  of  iiie 
bonour^Ue  member,  wb4>  had  moved  to  clear  the  gallery,  by 
exercising  his  right  4lso  of  not  bringing  forward  th^  motifuj  of 
which  he.  bad  given  nottdo;. 

Thepro^edings  in  the  Hpiise  of  Commons  ptfthefthof 
Msrcb,  appear  to  iieite  been  of  the  highest  importance,  sinee 
they  amonoted  to  a  complete  vindicatbn  and  acquittal  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  not  only  from  ail  the  charges,  but  fronj  all 
the  aspersions  that  have  been  thrown  out  against  her  Royal 
Highness. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  House  on  this  day, 
Mr.  Lygon  moved  that  strangers  should  not  be  adi^ih^d 
tftertftM  division  oo  the  Brecon  Canal  Bill,  and  Mr.  Ben nbtt 


•Notice  of  this  motion  on  the  subject  of  her  Royal  Highness  the 
Wncm  of  Wales,  was  giyen  by  thd  Honourable  Cochrane  Johnstone,  on 
the  asth  of  February  last 


ia6vtS  ah  sidjodmitiei^tj  to  ^^tablish  hll  right  of  meeting  tlia 
'deaf Ing  of  the  gaUery  on'  gtich  ^roauidl.  He  dM  nbt,  however^ 
l^insi^t  iti  dlvidihgupbti  Uie  queslibh. 

llfr.  CbdiVane  jfohnstone  theti  rose  in  ^uVauance  6'f  his  no-* 
tlce  and  said,  that  it  was  the  undoubted' rlglit  of  the  honour- 
able men^b^i'  (Mr.  Lygon)  fo  act  as  he  hiad  done^  In  clearing 
ftb  ftouse  of  strangers ;  if,  however,  this  precaution  had  been 
takiih  undei'  the  impression  that  any  thing  he  had  to  say  shpul^ 
be  tinbeobmin^  th6 1'i^sp^ct  he  owed  to  that  House,  or  incon* 
ffitent  with  Wt)^t  was  due  to  the  feelings  of  e^eTy  branch  of 
thfe  Royal  Family j  such  Apprehensions ^ere  utterly  anfouadec), 
fte  thought  it  a  duty  h6  ow'ed,  in  the*  fiwt  instance,  to'  the 
Wncess  of  Wales,  to  declare,  thai'  for  the  motion  he  wa# 
about  to  subfxiit',  he  had  no  authority  from  her ;  that  he  had 
-  |iad  nb  <^tiimtiiit<iat]oh  >^1th  a^y  person  or  perrons  whatsoever, 
tnd  that  the  ^rbCeddiiSgs  oH^nated  entirely  t(qd  ezclusirely 
l^ith  hiniseK^, 

The  honourable  m^mlier  proceeded'  tfb  observe',  that  it  wa^ 
WeH  known' that  a  (^onlhiisSibti  had  been  ^Kinted*  by  the  £ln^ 
in  l^OiS,  to  four  noble  lords,  Grenyillli^  Spencer,  EhtKtne;  and 
ei)enborongh,  to'examint^  ititio  (i^ain'^j^tibhr  that  hdil  betti 
pidTei^ed  against'  the  Princess  of  Wsile^.  tti  dleh  i^i  &e 
^hole  4f  tiife  Import  ntadieby  the  cbnmii^Blotferg  Jbori  %^eij,  ^ 
eotitafnini  th^  ihQ!$t  unqualified  opinioh;  tba!f  the  clntr^  pto- 
fMee^  by  Sfr  John  and  iMy  Bot^lte  iigtdnsCtlie  Priticciss  Of 
Wales,  Of  having  been  delivered  bt  a  dilld'  in  the  year  r602^ 
l^asutterly  deatittire of  troth.  |t  addiid/  tlia^  the'  tfirth  atid 
fesA  iQptl^er  Of  the  chi]d,'8atd  to  hiive  ti^  Bcrrii  bf  thfc  Prin^ 
cets,  bad  be<^  ptdved  beyond  ^1  poistbrh'ty  bf  dbubt  The 
fipott  i^tiolnd^s  with  ^Mhe  bbje^ibrii  made  by  the  cbhittift-t 
rfonm,  to  the  97ia^hVfj;  br  to  leiniy  of  manners,  upibndifi^T^At 
pci^asions,  it^  the  Princess; '  ^ 

'[phe'hoUourable  meihbir  ne:^t  proceeded  to  state/  thsit  the 

paper  he  shoUUnow  rie^,  wa^  a  d<^umeifi'u;ibipA  h$  wtisrediiy 

to  prove  at  the  bar  of  the  Ho/use  was  dictated  by  Xof«r£ldbh| 

'  |3r.  Ferqeval'  and  Sir  Tbomai  Plomerj.  thoqgh  si|;i)ed  b]P  thq 

Princess  of  Wales  ;  |t  yras  alettbr  ^iittcD,'0^pQrpOrtili^io<%f» 
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\i^itteii,  by  her  Royal  Highnesi  to  the  King,  on  ^th  October, 
1806,  as  a  protest  against  the  report  of  the  Commiisioners^  juAt 
detailed  ;  the  letter  being  read  at  length  appeared  to  be  a 
formal  'and  elaborate  criticism  upon  the  nature  of  thecommis- 
fion  under,  whith  her  conduct  had  been  reviewed  ;  it  asserted 
in  the  most  unqualified  terms  her  own  it^nocence^  and  called 
the  charges  of  her  accusers  a  foul  and  Joist  conspircta^ 
made  cx-parte,  and  aflbrding  no  appeal.  Upon  this  letter 
being  read»  the  honourable  member  observed,  that  he  fully  con« 
curred  in  the  sentiments  it  expressed  upon  the  subject  of  the 
commission,  and  that  he  insisted  that  the  charge  against  the 
Princess  before  that  Tribunal,  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas, 
was  nothin,g  short  of  treason  i  that  if  the  commissioners  had 
power  to  acquit  her  Royal  Highness  of  the  crime  charged,  they 
had  equally  the  power  to  convict  her  :  what  was  the  state  of 
•  that  country  in  which  such  a  thing  were  even  possible  ?.  Be- 
sides he  inquired,  what  became  of  Sir  .John  and  Lady  Dot^- 
las  ?  I^  he  were  rightjy  informed,  they  still  persisted  ib  the 
same  story  j  if  all  they  maintained  were  so  notoriously 
false,  why  were  they  not  prosecuted  ?  The  honourable  mem- 
ber  ^wenc  on  ^  remark,  that  he  understood  no  proceedings 
of  the  late  PriVy  Council,  except  the  report,  had  been. 
tran^itted  to  the  Princess  of  Vffies.  This  was  the  case 
in  1806,  but  he  submitted  that  copies  of  all  those  examina- 
tions should  be  given  to  her.  The  hipourable  member  then 
comcluded  by  movitig,  first,  a  very  loi^  resolution,  contaiQtn<r 
AearJy  the  whdle  of  the  >cport  of  the  Commissioners  in.  1806, 
with  his  own  reasoning  upon  tbe  illegality  of  fuch  a  commis- 
.  sion,  and  terminating  with  expressing  the  expediency  of  a  new 
and  different  trial  of,  or  iniquiry  into,  the  same  subject ;  tbe 
second  motion  was,  for  a  variety  of  papers  connected  with  this 
subject,  from  1806  to  the  pretent  time*. 

A  very  aniniated  debate  ensued.  In  which  Lord  Castlereagh, 
Mr.  Whitbread,  and  Sir  Samuel  £omiily,  were  the  principal 
speakers    > 


♦  The  whole  of  these  interesting  and  imporunt  docui^nis  will  be 
fbond  in  the  present  work* 


tipon  th6  question  bemg  put^  Mr«  Cochrane  Johnstpnd^i 
motion  WAS  negatiVbd  without  a  divisiok. 

l*hus  terminated,  for  the  present,  this  memorable  de()ate« 
"^hich  involved  consequences  of  the  last  importance  to  thtt 
nation. 

Prom  these  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Commons,  may  be 
inferred  a  perfect  acquittal  of  her  Royal  Highness.  No 
actual  criminality  was,  or  could  be  imputed  to  her  Royal 
Highness  ;  no  case  whatever  was  made  out ;  no  matter  ex- 
isted agaiDst  lier  Royal  Highness  to  become  the  subject  of 
Inquiry,  and  therefore  further  inquiry  was  accounted  super* 
fluoui. 

Notwithstanding  this  decision,  however,  on  the  1 5th  of 
March,  Mr.  Whitbread  gave  notice,  in  the  Honse  of  Commons, 
of  his  intention  to  move  on  tlie  17th  of  this  month  foraa 
Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying  his  Royal  Highness  to 
order  a  prosecution  to  be  instituted  against  Lady  Douglas,  for 
the  evidence  given  by  her  Ladyship,  respecting  the  Princess 
of  Wales. 

.  Upon  the  meeting  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Idth 
iostant,  after  the  transaction  of  ft>me  routine  business,  Mr. 
Whttbread  said^  '*  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition  tkit  I 
received  Just  before  my  arrival  in  this  House,  which  I  wat 
requested  to  lay  before  it.  On  perusing  it  I  find  that  it  is 
worded  in  a  manner  perfectly  respectful,  and  I  therefore  told 
the  individual  who  delivered  it  into  my  care,  that  I  felt  it  my 
duty,  as  a  noember  of  parliament,  to  present  it.  It  is  the  petition 
of  Major  General  Sir  John  Douglas»^on  behalf  of  himself  and 
Charlotte  Lady  Douglas,  his  wife.  I  remarked  that  the  form 
of  the  signature  was  not  perfectly  regular  j  but  I  added,  that 
I  did  conceive,  that  notwithstanding  this  informality  the  House 
would  receive  it  as  the  petition  of  Sir  John  Douglas,  though 
not  as  the  joint  petition  of  himself  and  his  wife.— •!,  therefore, 
move  for  leave  to  bring  up  this  petition.*' 

The  question  having  been  put,  Mr.  Whitbread  brought  up 
ihe  petition,  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  nearly  in  the 
following  words  t— 
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.^  To  iKe  t}oDourable  the.  Commons  oftije  tJniteil 

Kingdom,  &€• 

..."  •  •      ' 

^*  The  humble  petition  df  Majof-C^eaer^)    Sir   John 
Douglas,  on  behalf  of  himself  alid  Charlotte  h9Af. 
Dougl'Ni  his  wife— 
*'  Sheweth-*-That  your  petitioners  are  advised  that  .th^  4e- 
position^  thjey  made  on  their  oat^s,  before  the  Lords  CommUr^ 
sioners  appointed  by  his  Afaje&ty  fot  investigating  the  cooduol 
(of  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  on  or  about  tl^l 
first  of  Jab.  I8O6,  wete  not  made  on  such  judicial  proceediogSi 
br  before  such  a  tribunal  as  could  legally  support  ^  prosecutioii 
for  perju^ry  against  them. 

**  Feeling  the  fullest  confidence  in  those  depositions,  aod  iti 
the  justice  of  thek  cause,  they  are  ready  and  desirous,  and 
hereby  o^er  to  re-swear  to  the  trutli  of  such  depositions  beibire 
any  trrbuxial  competent  to  adqainister  an  oath,  that  yoor  peti* 
tioners  may  be  subjected  to  the  pen^ty  of  perjury  if  it  b)e  proved 
tl)^t  they  are  ^Isd. 

*'Your  petitioneh  therefore  pray  that  ybUr  Honourable 
House  wili  adopt  such  {^r€x:eediQg8  as  in  your  wisdoni  m^y  b6 
thought  proper,  to  re-svi^ear  Ibem  to  their  depositions  belbri 
Inch  tribunal  a^  would  legally  subject  them  to  a  prosecutfon  for 
luch  depositions,  should  tfaey  be  proved  to  be  false  :  it  beijo^ 
their  anxious  desir^  not  b  delivel:  theoiselViefi  through  ^nf 
ifrhiit  of  legal  ibrms. 

(Signed)        iflfdiiN  Douglas.'- 

Mr.  Whitbread  rooved^  that  the  petition  b^  laid  uppq  tb^ 
table,  and  it  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wytbread  igain  rose>  lind  having  faken  9  vie^ 
of  tjie  whole  affair  rei^tiyp  to  the  conduct  ^f  her  l^^I 
Highness  the  Piinc^ss  of  Waleifi,  b^  pa^le  spnoe  jr^ijd^rks  ip|{^ 
the  ^ine  of  ^roceedii^  adotpted  Uy  two  daily  ^^f^,  tjjft  #^^- 
ing  Heraht  and  fhe  Post. 

In  the  course  of  this  long  sp^^cb^  |ijfr.  TSfl^i^eid  c^^^lMi^i 
^  when  upon  ^  fppnejr  ni||h^>  in  i^  P^o^f  ^be  Pfl^fW 


^iHks  j^nbunced  ioiiocent  bj  the  noble  lord  (Ca&tlereagii^^^id 
was  proud  of  her  triumph.  A  noble  friend  of  |ier  Royal  High- 
bess  had  done  him  the  honour  of  asking  his  advic^^  abd  he  o^ 
that  occasion  sketched  out  a  letter  of  dignified  submissjoi;!  frpm 
her  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Walejj,  and  »ent  it 
to  the  Princess,  She  did  him  the  honour  of  taking  a  copy  kfi 
it  in  her  own  band|  with  the  intention  of  ^i\dixig  it  to  the 
Prince;  but  this  healing  and  desirable  step  i^r^s  pr^Vfn(e<^  Jbj^ 
her  receiving  information,  that  Sir  John  and  JUady  jUloi^las 

yere  ag^in  undeir  examination^  and  tb^t  top  )yitb  the  9a;u:t)j)ii 
of  the  fnoj^  phaqcellor.  Tl?e  letter  he  y'oujd  rjead^  if  thf 
lipufiie  >vould  indulge  him.**  If  he  folipwing  i^  a  f (^^  ect  cv^p^  ; 

^  Sii,.T—I  once  mor^  approach  your  I^ojral  ^J^l^ips^,  afl4 
x:aa  VjBUtpre  to  assure  yo,a^  sir,  tha^  jf  you  wjlj  fle'^  ty  c^ 
my  letter,  you  will  not  be  dissatisfied  with  its  content^. 

'"  The  reppFt  sn^dp  ^y  certfiin  Members  pf  hjs  j^i^effty'ft 
PriTy  Council,  was  f;^mi;fiun}cate:i  to  ipf?  by  l«or4  §id^oplj||i^ 
f  nd  it9  contents  appeg^ed  to  tl^ps^^  ^ippg  whos^  ^(Jyige  {  xely,, 
to  be  ^uct)  ^s  to  reqtiire  oq  my  p^rt  a  public  ^ss^rtign  ^f  j^py 
l-nnocencQt  and  a  demand  of  ihvestigaliot^.  It  cannp^  be  uur 
known  to  your  Royal  Ijighh^ss  th^t  I  addressed  a  letter  to  tbift 
XiOrd  Cb^ncel)or,  and  a  dupliccU9  of  that  letter  to  tf^  Spe^Jier 
bf  the  Hops^  pf  ComnionS',  for  the  purpo^  of  its  beinecom* 
fncmicated  to  the  Houses  of  Parliahient. 

''  The  Lprd  phapcellor  twice  returned  tay  letter,  an^  di^ 
not  commbnicate  its  contents  to  the  House  of  I/>rdf • 

''  The  Speaker  of  the  {louse  of  Commpi^s  thoagbt  i^  i^ii  duty 
to  sginounce  the  receipt  of  my  letter^  and  it  w|m  read  from  the 
.chair.  TV)  my  inexpressible  gratificatioD  I  hare  been  inforiDed> 
%t,  although  Qo  proceeding  ijras  instituted  ac^ordipf  lo  rajf  55^ 
nVi^h  certain  di^.cw8||i9a?  whi(d3^  top^  pli|oe  in  that  H9Qoui«^le 
Hpv^«  ^9^^  rc§ujtpd  ip  th(S  complete,  and  unequivocal^  add 
W^yPTSSll  8EKn«^?<if9aept  pj{  i^y  entire  inpocence,  tp  the  s^-' 
tisfaction  of  the  world. 

«'  Allow  me^  sir,  to  sajf  to  your  Royal  Hi^hnesf^  that  I  a^* 
dtCM  YOU  now,  relieved  from  a  load  of  diilress  which  has  pressed 
Bpon  me  for  manyyears^ 


**  t  ^as  always  conscious  that  I  wa*  free  from  ret>roaeh.  1 
iim  DOW  known  to  be  so^  and  worthy  to  bear  the  exalted  title 
of  Princess  of  Wales. 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  confirmation  of  the  f  rincess  Chaf^^ 
lotte,  I  boW,  ^  becomes  me,  and  with  implicit  deference  to 
the  opinion  explissSed  by  bis  Majesty^  now  that  I  have  beeif 
made  acquainted  with  it.  His  Majesty's  decision  I  ihmt  si:' 
Ways  regard  as  sacred. 

''  To  sQCh  restrictions  as  your  Royal  Highness  shall  think 
proper  to  imposlls  iipon  the  intercourse  between  the  Princesi 
Charlotte  and  tnytfelf,  as  ari^^ng  out  of  the  acknowledged  exer- 
cise of  your  Parental  and  Royal  Authority,  I  submit  without 
"^  observation  ;  but  I  throw  myselt  upon  the  compassion  of  your 
Royal  Highness,  not  to  abridge  more  than  may  be  necess^ 
my  greatest,  indeed,  my  only  pleasure. 

"  Your  Royal  Highness  may  be  assured,  that,  jf  the  selec* 
tion  of  society  for  the  Princess  Charlotte,  when  on  her  visits 
to  me,  were  left  to  my  discretion,  it  would  be,  as  it  alwajrs 
has  been/  unexceptionable  for  rank  and  character.  If  jour 
Royal  Highness  would  condescend,  sir,  to  name  the  sociefy 
yourself,  your  injunctions  should  be  strictly  adheied^to. 
I  "  I  will  not  detain  ygur  Royal  Highness— I  throw  tnyself 
again  on  your  Royal  justice  and  compassion,  and  t  subscribe 
myself,  with  perfect  sincerity,  and  in  the  happy  feelings  of  jus* 
tified  innocence,  your  Royal  Higbness's,  &c.  &c.  &c.'* 

•  Mr.  Whitbread  concluded  by  putting  in  copies  of  the 
Morning  Herald  of  Saturday  and  Monday  last,  the  parts  of 
which  alluded  to  were  entered  and  read,  and  then  moved  ad 
humble  address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  expressive  of  the  deep 
concern  and  indignation  which  the  House  felt  at  publications 
of  so  gross  and  scandalous  a  nature,  so  painful  to  the  feelingfs 
of  his  Royal  Highness,  and  all  the  other  branches  of  his  illus- 
trious family,  and  praying  that  his  Royal  Highness  would  be 
pleased, to  order  measures  to  be  taken  for  bringing  to  justice  M 
the  persons  concerned  in  so  scandalous  a  business,  and  particu- 
larly for  preventing  the  continuance  or  repetition  of  so  high  ah 
offence.  ^.  '  ' 


(    xxxi    ) 

After  «Dme  farther  observations  from  Lord  Castlereagbj  the 
noble-  lord  charged  Mr.  Whitbread  **  with  ipdulging  in  illi- 
beral^ unfair,  and  as  he  (Lord  Castlereagh)  thought,  unparlia- 
mentary  observations  on  the  conduct  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
himself/' 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  moved,  that  the  words  of  the  n6bl# 
lord  be  taken  down.  This  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Whitbread 
dictated  the  words  used  by  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  noble 
lord  declined  to  make  any  alteration  therein. 

* 

Some  farther  discussion  took  place,  and  at  length  Lord 
Castlereagh  proceeded  with  his  speech.  The  debate  was  thei^ 
continued,  in  which  Mr.  Ponsonby,  Mr.  Bathurst,  Mr.  Ste- 
phen, Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  Sir  Thomas  Plomer>  and  Mr. 
Tierney  bore  the  principal  share. 

Mr.  Tierney  (at  the  conclusion^of  his  -  speech)  moved  an 
amendment,  to  which  Mr.  Whitbread  consented.  This 
aooendment,  upon  the  original  motion,  was^  *'  Th^t  th^ 
'printer  and  publisher  of  the  Morning  Herald,  and  of  the 
Morning  Post,  should  be  called  to  the  bar  of  the  House  to* 
morrow,  (the  19th  inst),  to  ans\yer  by  whose  aathority  they 
had  published  the  depositions  before  the  Privy  Council,  and 
frpm  whom  they  had  received  them.*' 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Ryder »  Mr.  C  Wynne,  and 
Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Whitbread  consented  to  withdraw  his  ori- 
ginal motion,  and  Mr.  llerney's  amendment  was  then  put, 
and  NEGATIVED,  without  a  division. 

Before  the  reader  enters  upon  the  perusal  of  .the  "  Book 
ItselIp/*  some  account  of  the  circumstances  which  gave  rise 
to  its  important  contilnts,  may«  perhaps,  be  acceptable.  This 
indeed,  is  in  some  measure,  necessary  to  the  right  understand- 
ing of  that  mass  of  extraordinary  evidence  nowe&^ibited  to  the 
public. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  1805,  Lis  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Sussex  made  known  to  the  Prince  that  Sir  Joha 
Douglas  had  communicated  to  him  some  circumstances  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  con*- 
lequence  to  the  honour  of  his  Royal  Highness,  and  to  the  se*' 

.  curity  cff  the  Royal  Succession,  should  be  made  known  to  him  j 

and  that  Sir  John  said,  he  and  his  Lady  were  ready  to  give  a 

JttU  disclosure,  if  called  \\j^(m.     He  added,  that  his  Royal 

i^Hkbness  the  Duke  of  Kent  had  been   partly  ac<]uainte«l 
wiui  the  matter  a  twelvemonth  before. 


In  cSkiseqttcnce  of  ftiis,  the  Pnticd  dtWei  oti  thfe  lOulti^  of 
|!.ent«  to  Bay  what  bad-  b^en  <!:6mi^UD!cated  to  him,  dnd  wby 
be  bad  for  a  whole  year  Hept  from  bia  fciiowledge  a  cnattef  so 
interesting!  to  the  honour  of  the  famUy, 

The  Dafre  of  ^'eht^  id  a  written  dbdardtido^  stiatfed,  ihA 
about  the  end  of  1804,  be  had  received  a  note  from  'tbi&  PrinU 
cess  of  Walesy  stating,  that  she  had  got  into  an  unpleasant  zU 
iercation  with  Sir  John  and  Lady  Pouglas,  about  an  anony* 
tnbus  letter  and  a  filthy  drawing,  wbich  thisjr  imputigd  to  bek» 
Royal  Higboesr.  She  requested  the  Quke  of  Ketit  to  mteN 
fere,  and  prevent  its  going  farther.  His  Rpyal  Highness  ap« 
plied  to  Sir  Sidney  Smithy  and  ti^rougb  him  bad  an  interview 
wttA  Sir  JtAn^Dotiglas  ;  who  geim^d  convib<ied  tb'at  both' the 
anonymous  tetter^  fmd  the  loo8<^  driiwing  were  by  tiie  bsihd  df 
the  Prlncessj  and  that  the  design  was  to  provoke  Sir  Jobq 
pbuglas  to  a  duel  with'  his  friend  Sir  Sidney  Smithy  by  the 
gross  insintiatibn  flut}g  out  respecting  the  latter  and  Lady 
Pouglas.  The  Duke  of  Kent>  however,  «acceieded  in  prevai{- 
ing  on  Sir  John  Douglas  to  abstain  firom  bis  purpose  of  oom- 
liiencitjg  a  prosecution,  or  of  stirring  farther  in  the  business  | 
as  be  was'saftisQed  in  his  mind  of  the  falsehood' of  the  insinva-* 
(ion,  atid  could  not  be  sure  that  the  fabrications  wer^  not  sooie 
gossipping  story^io  which  the  Princess  had  no  hapd.  Sir  Jobo^ 
hbwev^f,  sp6ke  with  great  indignation  of  the  condupt  pf  tli^ 
Frineesiai,  and  promised  onlj  that  be  would  fbt  the  present  ab- 
stain from  farther  investigation^  but  wpi^d  not  giV^  bim  a  pro* 
mise  of  preserving  silenpe  if  \ie  should  be  farther  annoyed.— 7 
1%e*]!)ilke  df  Ketit  concluded^ith  stating,  that  notbih^  w^s 
communicated  to  him  beydnd  this  fracas,  and  that  hkvibg  suc- 
ceeded, in  stopping  it,  he  did  not  think  it  fit  to  tronbte  bis 
Hoy^I  Highness  with  a  gossipping  story  that  migbt  be  entirdy 
founded  on  the  mtsappre)iension  of  the  offended  parties. 

Sir  John  and  Lady  Dopglas  then  made  a  formal  ^edarition 
of  the  whole  narrative,  as  contained  in  their  subsequent  affida* 
^vitSibefinr^  the  Bcdie  of  York,  on  tbe>^-Becen>b6r,- 1^31 

This  declaration  was  submitted  by  tlie  Prince  to  the  late 
Lotd  Ithurlow,  who  said>  that  bis  Royal  Highness  had  no  al- 
ternative—it  was  his  duty  to  submjt  it  to  the  King:,  as  the  Rbyai 
Succession  might  be  afiected  if  the  aHegatiops  w^e  true.  In 
the  mean  time,  it  was  resolved  to  make  farther  ipquiry^  and 
Mr*  B^^'^ten^  of  the  Temple^  wal^'dii'ected  totakesteptf  aci 

pordingly. 

The  coosequenee  was  that  William  tmdSarth  Ladipei-t  (9^- 
Tants  to  Sir  John  Pouglas}^  Will)j(ra  Cole,  Robert  end  Sarah 
Bidgbod,  and  Frances  Lloyd 'made  declarations;  diewiipleef 
which,'  together' with  ttsat  of  Sir  Jolm  and  Lady^Dofcigbs^  wero 
jKubinitted  to  his  M^jesfty.  Who  tbi^re^pon  issbed^a'wiarhint;, 
Ibrted  the  29th  May  180^;  directing  Lord  Etskine,  Lord  Qi«b- 
'vlile^:^arl  S^iettoer,  and  Lord  fiDeifbdreuf^i  t6  iai^ire  inta  ti« 
truth  of  the  aPegation»;ialKl^td  report  to:  i^m  ttareonr. 


THE 
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REPORT 
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COMMISSIONERS. 


ir'i'-i'    an 


May  it  pl£as£  Youb  Majjesjy, 


X  OUR  Majesty  baviag  been  graciously  pleased, 
by  an  instrument  under  Your  Majesty's  Royal 
Sign  Manual,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  (o  this 
Report,  to  ^'  authorize,  empower,  and  direct  us 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  certain  written 
declarations,  touching  the  conduct  of  Her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  an 
abstract  of  which  had  been  laid  before  Your 
Majesty,  and  to  examine  upon  oath  sucl^ 
persons  as  we  should  see  fit,  touching  and  con* 
cerning  the  same^  and  to  report  to  Your 
Majesty  the  result  of  such  examinations."  W^. 
have,  in  dutiful  obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  com- 
mands, proceeded  to  examine  the  sereral  witnesses^ 


tbe  copies  €i  whose  depontioDS  we  have  hereunto 

aDoexed;  apf^  jp^  iyit^QF  ^*ci^itiv  ^  ^  ^^ 
tommaDds  we  new  most  respectftxHy  submit  to 
Your  Majesty  tbe  report  of  these  examinatiou 
as  it  has  appeared  to  us :  But  we  beg  leave  at 
the  same  time  humbly  to  refer  Your  Majestyt 
fer  more  complete  iaformatioD)  to  tbe  examinatioos- 
themsehf^ ii^ oi^pr  tpcv^pclma^  i^yrqc^  ©^judg- 
ment, into  which  we  may  have  unintentionally 
"fidleni  with  respect  to  any  part  of  this  business. 
On  a  reference  to  tibie  atow-jnentioned  declara* 
tions,  as  die  necessary  foundation  of  all  our  pro^ 
feedings,  we  found  that  they  consisted  in  certain 
statements,  which  had  been  Imd  before  His  Royal 
Hif^ess  tbe  Prince  of^  Wales,  respecting  the 
4X>nduct  of  Her  Royal  *  Highness  the  Princess. 
That  these  statements,  not  only,  imputed  to  I^ 
Royal  Hi^ess  gieat  impropriety  and  indiecency 
of  behaviour,  but  expressly  asserted,  partly  on 
4be  ground  of  certain  alleged  declarations  fhxn 
the  Prkicess'B  own  mouth,  and  partly  on  tbe 
personal  observatbn  <tf  the  informants,  the  Mr 
lowing  most  important  facts ;  viz.  That  Her 
Roya>  Highness  had  been  pregnant  in  the*  year 
>809,  in  consequence  of  an  illicit  intercourse^ 
and'  that  she  had;  in  the  same  year  been  secretly 
deKveired  of  a  male  child,  which  child  had  ever 
^nce  that  period'  been  brought  up  by  Her  Royal 
{lioness  in  her  own  house,  and  under  her  imme* 
diate  inspection. 


r  Tliese  altegpitioM  dms  iiiade,  liad,  $a  we  fbii«l» 
tieeti  followed  by  diedaffttions  from  otiier  penQm^ 
wbo  had  not  indeed  spotien  to  the  knportftnf 
fccts  of  the  pregnancy  or  delwery  of  Her  Royal 
Hlj^ness,  but  had  vehited  other  particulars,  i» 
themselves  extremely   suspicioos,  and  stHl  more 

^o  when  connected    with    the  assertions  already 
ittentioned. 

In  the  painful  situation,  in  which  His  Royal 
Highness  was  placed;  by  tiiese  communications^ 
we  tearnt  that  Hia  Royal  Highness  had  adopted 
the  only  course  whidi  could,  in  oiir  judgmnfit; 
with  propriety  be  fdHowed.  When  inibrmatioilr 
such  as  these,  bad  been  thus  confirfentf^  alleged^, 
and  particularly  detailed,  and  had  been  in  somoi 
4efpee  supported  by  collateral  evidence,  applyli^ 
to  other  points  of  the  same  nature  ((hough  geriog' 
to  a  far  less  extent),  one  Hoe  only  could  be  pur^ 
sued- 
Every  sentiknent  of  dMy  to  Your  Majesty;  and! 

.  ^  concern  f6r  the  pubKc  welfare,  required  that' 
the^  parttculars  should  not  be  withheld  from 
Your  Majesty:,  to  whom  more  particularly  be^- 
longed  the  cognizance  of  a  matter  of  State,  s^ 
nearly  touching  the  honour  of  Your  Majesty's 
Royal  Family,  and  by  possibility,  affecting  the- 
Succession  of  Your  Majtety's  crown. 

Your  Majesty  had  been  pleased,  on  your  part, 
to  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light.     Gonsider*  * 
log  it  as  a  mattei:  which,  on  every  account, '  dh^ 


manded  the  most  iaoosediat^  iovestigatioo,  Your 
Majesty  had  thought  fit  to  comoiit  into  our  bands^ 
the  duty  of  ascertaining,  in  the  first  instaiKe,  wj^at 
degree  of  credit  was  due  to  the  informations,  and 
thereby  enabling  Your  Majesty  to  decide  what 
further  conduct  to  adopt  concerning  tbeui. 

On  this  review,  therefore,  of  the  matters  thus^ 
alleged,  and  of  the  course  hitherto  pursued  upon 
tbem,  we  deemed  it  proper  in  the  first  place,  to 
examine  those  persons  in  whose  declarations  the 
occasion  for  this  Inquiry  had  originated*  Because 
if  they,  on  being  examined  upon  oath,  had  retrac* 
^d  or  varied  their  assertions,  all  necessity  for 
further  investigation  might  possibly  have  been, 
preqluded*  ,       . 

We  accordingly    first    examined  on  oath  the^ 
principal  informants,  Sir  John  Douglas,  and  Char- 
lotte his   wife :    who  both   positively  swore,  the^ 
former  to    his    having  observed  the  fact  of   the. 
pregnancy  of  Her  Royal  Highness,  and  the  latter 
to  all  the  important  particulars  contained  in  her 
former  declaration,  and  above  referred  to.     Their, 
ej^iminations  are  annexed  to  this  Report,  and  are 
circumstantial  and  positive. 

The  most  material  of  those  allegations,  into  the , 
trutli  of  which  we  had  been  directed  to  inquire, 
being  thus  far  supported  by  the  oath  of  the  parties 
from  whom  they  had  proceeded,  we  then  felt  it 
our  duty  to  follow  up  the  Inquiry  by  the  examina- , 
tioQof  such  other  persons  as  we  judged  best  able 


to  afford  Ds  information,  as  to  the  facts  in  ques- 
tion.    ' 

•  Wethbught  it  beyond  all  doubt  that,  m  thw 
ibbrse  of  inquiry,  many  particulars  must  be  learnt 
which  would  be  necessarily  conclusive  on  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  these  declarations.  So  many 
persons  must  have  been  witnesses  to  the  appear- 
ances  of  an  actually  existing  pregnancy  ;  so  many 
circumstances  must  have  been  attendant  upon  a 
real  delivery;  and  difficulties  so  numerous  and 
insurmountable  must  have  been  involv^  in  any' 
attempt  to  account  for  the  infant  in  question,  a& 
the  child  of  another  woman,  if  it  had  been  in 
Ma  the  child  of  the  Princess ;  that  we  entertained 
a*  full  and  confident  expectation  of  arriving  at  com-^ 
pTefe  proiof,  eithfer  in'the  affirmative  or  negative, 'o» 
this  part  of  the  subject.  .        ^ 

'  This  expectation  was  not  disappointed.  We 
are  happy  l6  declare  to  Your  Majesty  our  perfect 
co6victioh  that  there  is  no  foundation  whatever 
for  believing  that  the  child  now  with  the  Princes^a^' 
is  "the  child  of  Her  Royal  Highness,  or  that  she^ 
was  delivered  of  any  child  in  the  year  1 802 ;  nor* 
has  any  thing  appeared  to  us  which  would  wai'radt' 
the  belief  tbcit  she  was  pregnant  in  that  year,  or 
at  any  other  period  within  the  compass  of  our  iii'-^ 
quiri^s: 

The  indentity  of  the  child,  noXv  with  the- 
PNricess,  its  parentage^  the  place  and  the  date  bf 
its  Birth,  the  time  and  the  cireutnstances  of  it^' 


being  hm  taken    under  Her  Royal  Hiffmeuh 

protection,  are  all  established  by  such  a  emjEHHW 

renGe  botb  of  positive  and  drcumstaMial  ewdcon^ 

as  can,  in  our  judgsnent,  leave  no  queatioii  oa 

this  part  of  the  subject,    llie  child  was,  beyoa4 

all  doubt,  bota  in  the  Browolow^StrMl  Hospi^Uf 

on  the  1  Itb  day  of  July,  180S^  of  the  body  of  Sm- 

phia  Austin,  and  kas  first  broo|^ttothe  Prio€90a^t 

House  m  the  month  o^f  Nb^ember  fiEdlowioj^  ■.  JM^ 

ther  should  vm  be  more'  waftaBtod  m  expresni^ 

any   dotibt  rei^pectihg  tt»  afli^ed  fngmocj  of 

the  Princessi^   aa  sfeated^  id  tfaeorigpoal  doolarar* 

tiona }— ^a  fact  so  fiifly  oelMMidieted,  and  by  sommgf 

«iitfiiQ86es#  to  whofid^  if  ttue,  lb  must,  k  vMi(Mi»  wygi 

have  been  hsH^wn,  that  we.  caonot  think  ittOntitflKi 

to  the  aaaaUest  ertcBt^^  Tbe^  testwoDiiie^  ^od  tlMo 

iwo'  points  are  contained  m  tbo  WMMd  depQ«|p 

tioiis  aod  lattess^  We  hov€  not  partially  abitlMted 

thoBi  »  thia  Baport  1^   by  aAyuaioteotipwl 

Oidfisioiiy  we  might  weaken  Jlkim  oSiN^ti  b^p  wi» 

bwably  olSEw  ttf  Yow  Majeaty  Ibia  qm.  clow  ja^ 

ufi^kaous^  jodgBiolit  #pofi  ttma^  fiMiifed.  ^n^  iuU 

deUberalioD,  aod  pfoaotmoed  withouir  b«iit«tkH^ 

0otlMfesoltoftbowbolebn|Mir)r^^ 

We  do  no%  bowevoTy.  feel,  ourselvoa  06  )ib4|r^,« 
nuicb  as  wo  ahould  wisb  ib^  to»  dose  ow  Bopfif^ 
here.  Besides  the  allegations  of  the  pr^^M|fl|q|F 
and  ddinery  of  the  FfiocoMi^  those  doel#«f<tioiM^oo 
tbe  wbialo  of  wbicfa^  Youv  Majoa^  has  bfon  gloogodf 
t»  aMwaad  oa*  t«  in^pu^  and  mpoi%  MMninti 
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%^mt^^hme^  m^t^dy  manA^f  otb^r  particiflars 
m»pM»s/g  ike  ooodoct  of  her  R^yal  Higboessj 
jMh<  M  mmtf  aspedaUy  coonderipg  her  exalted 
4iH(A;^'eiid^slatk>D^  neoeasadly  give  oc9asi<ni  to  very 
^Milbvourableinter^tatiods.  , 

'f'raA  tfie  fwioHs  deposi^ns  and  proofs  911- 
!Ms6ced'tx>^Ais  Report,  particulErly .  from  the  exa- 
liMioas  of  Bdbert  Kdgood,  William  Cole, 
Frances  Lloyd,  and  Mrs.  UsHe,  Your  Majesty 
WBl  ptRTdeite  thai  several  stroi^  circumstances  of 
this  description  have  been  positively  swoia  to  bj 
witnesses,  who  cannot^  in  our  judgment,  be  sus- 
{reeled  of  any  unlikvouiritble  bias,  and  \vhose  vera- 
city, in  Ah  nespect,  we  have  seen  no  ground  to 
quesfon^  *         . 

'  On  the  predse  bearing  and  effect .  of  the  facts 
thus  appearii^  it  is  not  for  us  to  decide;  these 
we  submit  to  Your  Majesty's  wisdom :  But  wa 
conceive  it  to  be  our  dMf  to  report  on  this  part 
of  the  Ikiquiry,  as  distmctly  as  on  the  former  facts : 
that,  as  on  the  one  band^  the  &cts  of  pregnancy 
and  delivery  are  to  our  minds  satisfactorily  dis- 
proved,  §0  on  the  other  hand  we  think,  tliat  the 
circumstances  to  wbieh  we  now  refer,  particularly 
those  stated  to  have  passed  between  Her  Royal 
Hijghness  alid  Captain  Manby,  must  be  credited 
until  they  shall  receive  some  decisive  contradio* 
tion ;  and,  if  true,  are  ju^tjy  entitled  to  the  most 
serious  consideration. 


ID 


eafihot  close  tbk  Repqh,  urithoMt  bmihly 
assuring  Your  Majesty^  tbatil  ww^  :^*wwy 
account,  our  anxious  wish,  to  hflnre^TfiMc<ilfe<itrtto 
delicftte  trust,  \vith  as  litti^  publi(»l]r  as^ttbe  nobm 
of  the  case  would  possibly  aHow ;  and  veratMit 
Your  Majesty's  permission  to  «xpca8»  dnr  Ml  per- 
suasion, that  if  this  wish  has  beep  disftppotot^di)^ 
failure  ii  not  imputable  to  any  thing  lonneocisMiiily 
said  or  done  by  us. .  i 

All  whicb  is  moat  humbly  sdbmitMd  tO|YpiHr 
Majesty.  -  ■!. 

ORENVlLu;     , 
July  Htb,  1806.  £LL£NBOROU((ill. 

A  true  Copy, 

/.  Becket.    • 


.  .      > 


>    *. 


The  Depositions  which  accompanied  this  Report 
will  be  found  in  Appendix  (A*)  numbered  from 
1  to  S9. 


Blackheath,  Aug.  12,   1806. 
Sire,  ^ 

WiTii  the  deepest  feelings  of  gratitude  to  your 
Majesty,  I  take  the.  first  opportunity  to  acknow- 
ledge having  received,  as  yesterday  only,  the  Re- 
port from  the  Lords  Commissioners,  which  was 


I 
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4«t6d>fipoiiitho  14th  of  July.  It  was  brouf^t  by 
.Lofd  £rlk]ne'8  Fobtman,  directed  to  tlie  Prioceis^ 
•f  Wales ;  be^n  a  note  enclosed^  the  contents  o£ 
wfaiob  were,  that  Lord  Eiskine  sent  the  £videncea 
and  Report  by  oomivands  of  his  Majesty*  I  had 
peaion  to  flatter  myself  that  the  Lords  Conuds* 
sioners  would  tiot  have-  given  in  the  Report,  be- 
fore they  had  been  properly  informed  of.  various; 
drcumstances,  which  must  for  a  feeling,  and  deli-^ 
cate-minded  woman,  be  Tery  unpleasant  to  have 
spread,  without  having  the  means  to  exculpate 
herself.  B^b  I  can  in  the  face  of  the  Almighty 
aaisure  your  Majesty  that  your  Dau^ter*in4aw  is- 
innocent,  and  her  conduct  unquestionable;  free 
from  all  the  indecorums,  and  improprieties,  which 
are  imputed  to  her  at  present  by  the  Lords  Com- 
mis3ioners,  upon  the  evidence  of  persons,  who 
speak  as  falsely  as  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas 
themselves.  Your  Majesty  can  be  sure  that  I 
shall  be  anxious  to  give  the  most  solemn  denial  in 
my  power  to  all  the  scandalous  stories  of  Bidgood^ 
and  Cole ;  tp  .iQake  my  conduct  be  cleared  in  the 
most  satisfactory  way,  for  the  tranquillity  of  your 
Majesty;  for  the  honour  of  your  illustrious  family, 
and  the  gratification  of  your  afflicted  daughter-in- 
law.  In  the  mean  time  I  can  safely  trust  your 
Majesty's  gracious  justice  to  recollect,  that  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  on  which  the  commissioners 
have  given  credit  to  the  infamous  stories  charged 
against  me,  was  taken  behind  my  back,  without  my 
having  any  opportunity  to  contradict  or  explain 
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any  Ahmg,  or  ev«ti  to  ptint  OM  tbtpe  pMimis^ 
who  might  have  been  calied,  to  pi^vc  tkd  Ittdo 
credit  whicb  was  dM  to^MMiieof  the  wiMesMi^  <h>ii» 
their  CQoneetion  tvkh  Sr  Jobn  and  Lbdy  Dwt^i 
aod  the  absolute^  falsehood  of  parts  o£  the  evideoee, 
wfaicb  could  have  beeti  completely  cUntradklied. 
Ofa !  gracious  King,  I  now  look  fo(  that  happy 
uKniieiiti  when  I  may  be  allonred  to  appear  ag^ 
befbr^your  Maj^ty's  eys»y  and  receive' once  mom 
tiie  a^urance  iirom  your  Majesty's  om^  maittb 
that  I  have  your  gracious  protection;  and  that 
you  will  not  discard  rae  from  jiour^ieadsfeap^  of 
which  your  Majesty  has  been  so  condescending  to 
gtrte  me  so  many  trnvks^of  kindness ;  aod  which 
must  be  my  only  support,  and  my  only  consolation, 
in  this  country*  I  remain  with  sentiments  of  the 
highest  esteem^  veneration,  and  unfeigned  attach* 
ment, 

Sire, 

Your  Majesty's  most  dutifuli  submissive, 
am)  humble  Daughter-in-law  and  Subject, 

(Signed)  CAROLINE. 


To  the  King. 


••  u 


i  i*>I 
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Mtnt^gm-Httuey  A«^.  1 7tb,  1 806. 

.  'iTbe  Princess  of  Wales  desire  the  Lord  Chan^ 
cellor  to  present  her  humble  duty  to  the  Kinj^ 
and  to  lay  befoce  His  Majesty  the  accompanying 
letter  and  papers*  The  Princess  makes  this  com- 
munication  by  his  Lordship's  hands,  because  it 
relates  to  the  papers  \vith  which  she  has  beea 
furnished  through  his  Lordship,  by  His  Majesty's 
couunands. 


Aug.  17th,  1806. 
Sire, 

Upon  receiving  the  copy  of  the  Report,  made 
to  Your  Majesty,  by  the  Commissioners,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  certain  Charges  against  my  Conduct, 
I  lost  no  time,  in  returning  to  your  Majesty,  my 
heartfelt  thanks.  Tor  your  Majesty's  goodness  in 
commanding  that  copy  to  be  communicated  t6 
me. 

I  wanted  no  adviser,  but  my  own  heart,  tb 
express  my  gratitude  for  the  kindness,  and  protec- 
tion whkh  I  have  uniformly  received  from  your 

Majesty.'     I    needed    no  caution  or  reserve,  in 

...»  ■  • 

expressing  my  confident  reliance,  that  that  kind- 
ness and  protection  would  not  be  withdrawn  from 
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me,  on  this  trying  occasion ;  and  tbai  your  Maj 
ty's  justice  would  not  suffer  your  mind  to  be 
affected,  to  my  disadvantage,  by  any  part  of  a 
Report,  founded  upon  partial  evidence,  taken  kt 
my  absence,  upon  charges,  not  yet  communicated 
to  me,  until  your  Majesty  had  heard,  what  might 
be  alleged,  in  my  behalf,  in  answer  to  it.  Bat 
your  Majesty,  will  not  be  surprised,  nor  displeas- 
ed, that  I,  a  woman,  a  stranger  to  the  laws  and 
usages  of  your  Majesty's  kingdom,  under  charges, 
aimed,  originally,  at  my  life,  and  honour,  sbooid 
hesitate  to  determine,  in  what  mabner  1  ought  to 
act,  even  under  the  present  circumstances,  with 
respect  to  such  accusations,  without  the  assistance 
of  advice  in  which  I  could  confide.  And  I  have 
had  submitted  to  me  the  following  observations, 
respecting  the  copies  of  the  papers  with  which  I 
have  been  furnished.  And  I  humbly  solicit  firom 
your  Majesty's  gracious  condescension  and  justice, 
a  compliance  with  the  requests,  which  arise  out  of 

them. 

« 

In  the  first  place,  it  has  been  observed  to  me, 
that  these  copies  of  the  Report,  and  of  the  accom- 
panying papers,  have  come  unauthenticated  by 
the  signature  of  any  person,  high,  or  low,  whose 
veracity,  or  even  accuracy^  is  pledged  for  their 
correctness,  or  to  whom  resort  might  be  bad,  if  it 
'  should  be  necessary,  hereafter,  to  establish,  that 
these  papers  are  correct  copies  of  the  originals. 
I  aip  far  from  insinuating  that  the  want  of  such 
attestations  was  intentional.    No  doubt  it  was  omit- 
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poxtkii\w^m^^fnb^*  toff  [the  Btfite;  in  vfkidx  the 
a>py  of  :Mip$^  Iislefs:exaipipatk)Q  haa  been  trans** 
mitM'tb  H^e^  .  Forintb^  (bird  page  of  that  eKaotii- 
vaati(ift;4li^re  have  beep  two  erasures ;  on  one  of 
whfeb,  :e0pe  I  wKwnJft  Mi?.e  been,  subsequently  in- 
,||3f»4tAC^  iipipftl\9ntly  in  a  different  hand-writinjgr 
if^fl^itbe  boc^y  of  the  examination ;  and  the  passage 
«i;  it  «tondsi  is  probably  incorrect,  because  the 
phrcM  i9!.ua}QteUigible.  And  this  occurs  in  an 
smpootaot  p^rt  of  her  examination.     . 

..Tb«  ihjuiable^  but  earneat  request,  which  I  have 
.  to  walc^  to  your  Miyesty,  which  is  suggested  by 
ftlvsi^bs^i^tion,  js,  thfiX  your  Majesty  would  be 
igr^^iopaly  fjeas^d  to  directi  that  the  Keport,  a^d 
th^  papers  which .  ai^^ompany  •  it,  and  whicb^  for 
tbatjipurpose^  I  veia^re  to  transmit  to  your  Majes* 
ty;  with  tbis  letter^  may  be  examined^  and  then 
i]|»(nrnf4  to  me,  authenticated  as  correct,  under 
the  aigpature  of  some  person,  who,  leaving  attested 
their  accuracy^^  may  be  able  to  prove  it. 

In  ^he  second  place^  it  has  b^ea  ob^rved  to 
me,  that  the  Report  proceeds,  by  reference  to 
certain  written  declarations,  which  the  Com  omission- 
ers  describe- as  the  necessary  foundation  of  all  their 
proceedings,  and  which  contain,  as  I  presume/  the 
charge  or  information  against  my  conduct.  Yet 
copies  of  th^se  written  dcclaratipns  hftite  i|ot  been 
.jpyeo  to  me.  They  are:  described  indeed,  in. the 
import)  as  consisting  in  c^tain 'statemealiSy  resf^ect* 
iog  wiy  4X>nduc^,  in^puting  not;pn]|y>  gf^ss  imprd* 
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priety  of  behavioup,  but-  expi^ly  Mteirtii^  fecto  4f 
th€  most  confkmer],  end  abandoned  cAiiiitta)!!^)  ftr 
which,  if  true,  my  life  might  be  forfeited.    T^ipm 
are  stated  to  have  been  followed  ^  by  deelarotfoor 
ffom  other  parsons,  who,  thoogh  not  speakii^  lo 
the  same  facts,  had  related  «fher  particttlars^  m 
themselves  extremely  suspiciousy  and  $tiH.  ^aaore  w, 
as  connected  with  the  assertions  already  mentiaiMd 
On  this,  it  is  observed  to  tne,  that  H  »  moat  in^ 
portant  that  I  should  knew  the  Mtont,  and  ^ 
particulars  of  the  chai^  or  infennalioiiB  against 
me,  and  by  what  accusers  they  have  %Mn  nwde ; 
whether  I  am  answering  the- cborgei  ^  one  att  of 
accusers,  or  inore.    Whether  tli»  anHiofs  <tf  the 
original  declarations,  Who  may  be  cdtected  feofp 
the  Report  to  be  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas^  mie 
my  only  accusers ;  and  the  deelarati<ms  wtnch  aie 
9aid  to  have  followed,  are  the  declarations  ^  per* 
sons  adduced  as  witnesses  by  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Douglas  to  confirth  tlieir  accusation;  or  whethei^ 
such  declaratbns  ai*e  the  charges  of.  persons,  who 
4iave  made  themselves  also,  the  authors  of  dklioct 
^ccneations  against  me. 

The  requests,  which,  I  humbly  hope,  your  Ma- 
jesty wiH  think  reasonable,  and  just  to  grant,  and 
which  a«e  auggesleS  by  these  further  observations 
are, 

JFint^  That  your  Majesty  would  be  gracioudy 

ptoaaed  to  direct,  that  I  should  be  furnished  witii 

'4X>pieB  of  these  declarations ;  and,  if  they  are  ri^tly 

described  m  the  Report,  as  the  necessary  iounda- 


, 
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^M  isf  %M  tli&pro^eediDgd  of  the  CoaimissioDer^ 
yodr  M«j^ty  cOold  nof^  I  am  persuaded,  but  have 
'gi^iously  intended,  in  ifirecting  that  I  should  be 
"iiVDi^ifed  with  a  copy  <>f  the  Report,  that  I  should 
iHso  siee  this  essential  part  of  the  proceediivg,  the 
ibuncfotion  Off  iirfaich  it  rests.  .  • 
'^  See&ndfyj  That  I  may  be  informed  whether  I 
have  one' or  fliore^  and  how  opai^  accusers ;  and 
#hotbey  are; -as  the  weight  and  credit  of  the  ac* 
eusation  cannol  bnt^be'OUich  affected  by  tiie  quar- 

from  '^henee  -it  originatesw'  ■     - 

ITHrdlyf^Thnt^Imny  i»  ii^rqaed  of  the  time 
when  five-  dedaratioMNrtiere^tniade'.  For  the  weigl^t 
Ihd^crMiiC  of  4h^  accMatioi>  mufit>  also,  be  much 
iiffftttcfd)  fay-the  lengjlb  -  of  ^une^  yfbkki  my  accusers 
iKfty  hat^  <bfeen  -cdntentedto-  have  been  tbe.Bileiit 
depositories  of  tkbee  bcbvy  matters  of  guilty  and 
charge,  and,  ^  -  ^ 

*  ^ Lastly y  That  ymir  Majes^'s  goodness  will  se> 
eltomMb'  b^  a  speedy  retum  of  these  papers,  a<}- 
toihpaiiied^  I  trust,  with  the  further  information 
#fifeKT  have*  solicited  ;  but  at-all  e^jents  a  speedy 
return  of  them*  And  your  Majesty  will  sge,  that 
it  is  not  without  reason,  that  I  make  this  last  request^ 
when  your  Majesty  is  informed,  that,  though  the 
Report  appears  to  have  been  made  upon  |he  14th 
of  July,  yet  it  was  not  sent  to  me,  till  the  1 1  th  of 
the  present  month.  A  similar  delay,  I  should,  of 
all  things,  deplore.  For  it  is  with  rductance»  that 
I  yield  to  those  suggestions,  which  have  induced 

i>  - 
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lae  to  layi  tb^se  my  himitdci  roque^^  >efofe  yow 
Mi^cistyy  sincQ  tbey  muat^  a^k  nU  ev^nta^  m  aom^  4e* 
greei  delay  the  armal  of  that  iboQieiit,  to  wUdi, 
I  look  forward,  with  so.  earae»t,»  and  eagar  m  m^ 
patience ;  when  I  confidendy  feei^  I  sball  compk^* 
ty  satisfy  your  Majesty,  tbftt  tba  whole  ei  tbefe 
charges  are  alike  uiilouaded  ^  aod  are  all  parts  of 
'the  same  compiraey  agunst  ine«  Yoiy  Mi|esty,  ao 
aatis6ed^ v^iU>  I  canhaveno  doubt,,  be aa aoxiou^a^ 
myselfi  to  secure  to  me  that  redpe8%  wbi^  the 
laws  of  your  kingdom  (aidiiiioisteriQgy  wdmv  ym» 
'Migetty'a  just  dinpensiition,  equal  prota^ioKi  mA 
Justice^  to  evei-y  description  «f  yow  Miaje^'a  9^ 
jectai)  are  prepaied  to  a^ord  to.  ^xm%  wbo  aKio 
4#eply  ityurcd  as  I  have  been.  That  I  bptwin^IlM^ 
easier  ^  i«rQ9gBst  clavnito  yoqr  Majeaty^'s  juatieai 
I  am  confident  I  aball  provo ;  bnib  I  cannot,  aa  I  nan 
advised,  so  satisfactorily  establish  that  claioiy  tUl 
your  Mi^ty's  goodnesa  aMl  bave.diiected  m^  to 
M  furnished  with  an  m^tbentic  statement  of  te  Wr 
t^al  charges  against  me,  mi  tbaA  acUitiooaL  infw- 
mation,  wUcb.  it  is  ibf^  o\g^  of  this  kttcar  M»t 
lyain^y,  y^t  earnecAly,  to  ias^iore. 

I  am, 

■      .  ■        .       - .       . 

Voup  Majesty*^  most  dutiful,  sbbjusaive; 

....  I 

and  bumble  Daughter-ih<*law, 
Montague  House.  (Signed)  C.  P. 

To  the  King. 


f\ 
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Aug.  fiOtb,  1806. 


The  Lord  Cbanorilor  has  the  boaoor  fo  return^ 
to  im  Royal  Highoesa  the  Prindtss  of  WalcB>  tbt 
bo3e>  as  he  reoeived  it  this  morniDg  from  His  Mik*- 
jesty.  It  ootitaiiis  the  papers  he  formtfly  seat 
to  her  Roj^  Hif^iness,  and  which  he  sends  as.tb^y 
ar^  thkikiog  that  it  may  be  in  the  meantime  most 
agreeaUe  to  her  Royal  Hi^mess. 

Tlie  reason  of  their,  not  havJbg  been  authentical«* 
ed  by  ^  Lord  ChanceUor^  was^  Uiat  he  received 
Hiem  as  copies,  from  £arl  Spencer,  wb^  was  io 
possession  of  the  origioals;  and  he  could  not  there-' 
foM,  with  propriety,  do  so,  not  haying  himself 
eompared  them ;  but  Hei  Royal  Highness  may 
tepend  upon  having  other  copies  sent  to  her,  Vfiikh 
have  been  duly  exaqained  and  certified  to  be  so. 

The  bat  will  be  delivered  to  one  of  her  Royal 
Harness's  Pages  in  waitii^  by  the  principal  q&* 
eer,  attendant  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  be 
triists  he  dH^l  &fx}  foU  credit,  with  her  Royal  H%jh* 
ams^  thai  in  sMdiog  a  servant  fbrmer ly  wilb  the 
papers^  the  moma^  be  received  tbeaa  (no  rnesseo^ 
ger  being  in  waiting,  and  tbe  ^officers  wbo  altaid 
hiaQ,  being  detained  by  their  duties  in  court,)  be 
eoold  not  be  supposed  to  have  intended  any  pos* 
ftible  disrespect,  which  be  is  incapable  of  shewing 
to  any  lady,  but  most  especially  to  any  member  of 
His  Mwjcety's  Royal  Family. 

To  Her  Royal  Highntu  the  Princess  of  Waks, 
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Lincoln's  Inn  FieldSy  Aug.  24,  180&. 

His  Majesty  has  beer>  pleased  to  transmit  to  we 
tb^  letter  which  hd  has  received  from  your;  Royal 
Highness,  dated  the  17th  instant ;  and  to  direct,  that 
I  should  codfimunicate  the  same  to-  the  Lorda 
Commissioners,  who  had  been  coinmaQiied  by  Hia 
Majesty  to  report  to  His  Majesty  on  the  matlara 
therein  referred  to ;  and  I  have  now  received  His 
Majeisty^s  farther  commands,  in  consequence  of 
that  letter,  to  acquaint  your  Royal  Highness,  that 
when  I  transmitted  to  your  Royal  Highness,  by 
the  King's  commands,  and  under  my  signature^ 
the  copies  of  official  papers,  which  liad  been  laid 
Wore  His  Majesty,  those  papers  were  judged 
thereby  duly  authenticated,  according  to  the  usual 
course  and  forms  of.  office ;  an^  suffipiently  so,  iot 
the  purposes,  for  wbich^  His  Majesty  had  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  direct  them  to  be  communicated 
to  your  Royal  Highness. 

That,  nevertheless^  there  does^not  appear  to  be 
any  reason  for  His  Majesty's  declining  a  compliance 
with  the  request  which  your  Royal  Highness  has 
been  advised  to  make,  that  those  copies  should, 
after  being  examined  with  the  origuaals^  be  at^ 
tested  by  some  person  to  be  named  for  that  pur- 
pose :  and  timt,  if  your  Royal  Highness,  will  do 
ine  the  honour  to  transmit  them  to  me,  they  shall 
'  be  examined  and  attested  accordingly,  after  cor*^ 
reeling  any  errors,  that  may  have  occurred  in  the 
copying. 
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His  Majesty  has  further  authorized  me  to  ac- 
quaint your  Royal  Highness,  that  he  is  graciously 
pleased,  on  your  Royal  Highness's  request,  to  con* 
sent,  that  copies  of  the  written  declarations,  referred 
to  in  the  Rq|K)rt  of  the  Lords  Commissioners^ 
iliould  be  transmitted  to  your  Royal  Highness,  and 
timt  the  same  will  be  transmitted  accordingly,  so 
Stoon  as  they  can  be  transcribed.  ' 

(Signed)        ERSKINE  C-^ 

The  Lord  Chancellor  has  the  honour  to  add  to 
the  above  official  communication,  that  his  Purse- 
bearer  respectfully  waits  her  Royal  Highness's  com- 
mands, in  case  it  should  be  Her  Royal  HighnessV 
pleasure  to  return  the  papers  by  him. 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Woks. 


Lincoln's-  Inn  Fields j  Aug.  29th,  1 806f. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  has  the  honour  to  transmit, 
to  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  the 
papers,*  desired  by  Her  Royal  HighnesSj  just  as 
he  received  them  a  few  minutes  ago  from  Earl 
Spencer,  with  the  note  accompanying  them. 

*  N..  B.  These  papers  J  being  the  original  decla" 
rations^  on  which  the  Inquiry  proceeded  tuill  be 
found  in -Appendix  (A.) 
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Aug.  3l6t,  1806.    " 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales 
acquaints  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the  gentlls^ 
inan^  with  whom  her  Royal  Highness  advises,  and 
who  had  possession  of  the  copies  of  the  officM 
papers  communicated  to  Her  Royal  Highness 
by  the  I<ord  Chancellor,  returned  from  the  coud* 
try  late  yesterday  evening.  Upon  the  subject  of 
transmitting  these  papers  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
for  the  purpose  of  their  being  examiDed,  and 
eutbenticated,  and  then  returned  to  Her  Hopi 
'Highness,  he  states,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor's  assurance,  contained  in  his 
note  of  the  20tb  inst.  that  Her  Royal  H^nett 
migl^  depend  upon  having  other  copies  sent  to 
her,  which  had  been  duly  examined  and  certified 
to  be  so ;  he  has  relied  upon  being  able  to  refer  to 
those  already  sent,  and  therefore  it  would  be  iocon-* 
venient  to  part  with  them  at  present :  and  Her 
Royal  Highness  therefore  hopes,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  will  procure  for  her  the  other  autbeoti* 
cated  copies,  .which  bis  Lordship  promised  in  bb 
note  of  the  SOth  inst. 

With  respect  to  the  copies  already  sent,  being 
as  the  Lord  Chancellor  expresses  it,  in  his  letter 
of  the  24th  inst  ^^  judged  to  be  duly  authenticated 
*^  according  to  the  usual  course  and  forms  of  ofiice, 
'^  and  «uiBciently  so  for  the  purpose  for  which 
^*  His  Majesty  had   been  graciously  pleased  to 
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'^  direct  them  to  be  communicated  to  Her  Royal 
^^  Highness/  because  they  were  transmitted    to 
*^  Her,  by  the  King's  commands,  and  onder  his 
V  lordship's   signatnre/' — Her  Royal   Highness, 
could  never  have  wisiied  for  a  more  authentic 
attiestation,  if  she  had  conceived^  that  they  wecv 
Wtheoticated  under  such  signature.     But  she  could 
not  think  that  the  mere  signature  of  his  Lordaibipi 
oatbe  outside  of  the  envelope,  which  containad 
tbeoiy  could  afford  any  authenticity  to  the  thirtf 
{laperst  which  that  envelope  contained ;  or  coul^ 
10  wy  mannei^  identify  any  of  those  papers^  afl 
baviog  been.  contaiiHsd  in  that  ejivelope.     And 
she  bad  felt  hessdlf  confirmed  in  that  opinion,  by 
im  Ijordsliip's  sa^g  in  his  note  of  the  20lb^  inst» 
^^  that  the.  reasmi  of  their  not  having  been  autheof^ 
.**  ticated,  by  the  Lord  Chaocellor,  was,  that  h^ 
*^  received  them  as  copies  from.  Earl  Spenoer^i  who 
*'  was  in  possession  of  the,  ordinals,  and  he  eotfU 

not  therefore  with  propriety  do  so^  not  having 

kipuilf  compared  thenu 

Her  Royal  Highness  takes  this  opportunity  of 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  declarations  refers 
red  to  in  the  Commissioners'  Report. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor* 


4( 
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Lincoln's  Inn  Fields ^  Sept  2nd,  18061. 

^H£  Lord  Cbancellor  has  taken  the  earliest 
Opportunity  in  his  power,  of  complying  with  the 
wishes  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales.  He  made  the  promise  of  other  copies^ 
without  any  communication  with  the  other  Com* 
missioners,  wholly  from  a  desire  to  shew  every 
kind  of  respect  and  accommodation  to  Her  Royal 
Highness,  in  any  thing  consistent  ivith  his  duty, 
and,  not  at  all,  from  any  idea,  that  the  papers,  as 
originally  sent^  (though  there  mi^t  be  errors  in 
the  copying)  were  not  sufBdently  authenticated) 
An  opinion  which  he  is  obliged  to  say  be  \s  not 
removed  from ;  nevertheless,  the  I/)rd  ChaaceUor 
has  a  pleasure  in  conforming  to  Her  Royal  High^ 
'ness's  wishes,  and  has  th^  honour  to  enclose  the 
attested  copies  of  the  Depositions,  as  be  has  receiv- 
^  them  from  Earl  Spencer. 

•  •  •  • 

2b  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales^ 


•»^ 


To  the  King. 

Sire,  , 

Impressed  with  the  deepest  sentiments  of  gra-* 
titude,  for  the  countenance  and  protection  which  I 
have  hitherto  uniformly  received  from  your  majes- 
ty»  I  approach  you,  with  a^beart  undismayed,  upon 
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tbk  occasioQ,  so  awful  and  tnomentoas  to  tny  cha-v 
fader,  my  lionour,  and  my  happiness.  I  should 
-iadeed,  (tmder  cbcfges  such  as  have  now  been 
brotrght  against  mc,)  prove  myself  undeserving  of 
<3ie  continuance  of  that  countenance  and  protection, 
and  altogether  unworthy  of  the  high  station,  which 
I  bold  in  your  Majesty's  iHustrious  family,  if  I 
nought  for  any  partiality,  for  any  indulgence,  for 
4uiy  thing  more  than  what  is  due  to  me  in  justice. 
My  entire  confidence  in  your  Majesty's  virtues  as- 
Bunes  me,  that  I  cannot  meet  with  less.  ' 

The  situation,  which  I  have  been  so  happy  as  to 
Jidki  in  your  Majesty*^  good  opinbn  and  esteem' ; 
my  lotion  in  your  Majesty's  august  family ;  my 
Wty  xaj  honour,  and,  through  mine,  the  honour  of 
your  Majest/s  femily  have  been  attacked.  Sir 
John  and  Lady  Douglas  have  attempted  to  support 
a  direct  and  precise  charge,  by  which  they  have  dared 
to  impoto  to  -me,  the  enormous  guilt  of  High 
Treasop,  committed  in  die  foul  crime  of  Adultery. 
f  h  ttis  charge,  the  extravagance  of  their  malice  has 
defeated  ttsielf.  The  Report  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners,  acting  under  your  Majesty's  warrant, 
has  mostinlly  cleared  me  of  that  charge.  But  there 
remain  imputations,  Btran^dy  sanctioned,  and  coun- 
tenanced by  that  Ifteport,  on  which  I  cannot  remain 
silent,  without  incurring  the  most  fatal  conse- 
/juences  to  my  honour  and  character.  For  it  states 
to  your  Majesty,  that  *^  The  circumstances  detailed 
lagakist  me  roust  be  credited/  till  they  are  decl- 
aSveiy  contradicted.'^  ; 
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To  contradict}  with  as  much  decision,  as  tiie 
contradiction  of  an  accused  can  convey ;  to  expose 
the  injustice  and  malice  of  my  enemies ;  to  shew 
the  utter  impossibility  of  giving  credit  to  their  tes- 
timony ;  and  to  vindicate  my  own  innocence,  wUl 
be  the  objects,  Sire,  of  this  letter.  In  the  course 
of  my  pursuing  these  objects,  I  shall  have  much  to 
complain  of,  in  the  substance  of  the  Proceeding 
itself,  and  much  in  the  manner  of  conducting  it 
That  any  of  these  charges  should,  ever,  have  been 
entertained,  upon  testimony  so  little  worthy  of 
belief,  which  betrayed,  in  every  sentence,  die 
malice  in  \which  it  originated ;  that,  even  if  th^ 
were  entertained  at  all,  your  Majesty  should  hare 
heeu  advised  to  pass  by  the  ordinary  l^al  modes 
of  Inquiry  into  such  high  crimes,  and  to  refer  them 
to  a  Commission,  open  to  all  the  objection,  which  I 
shall  have  to  state  to  such  a  mode  of  Inquiry ;  that 
the  Commissioners,  after  having  negatived  tlie 
principal  charge  of  substantive  crime,  should  have 
entertained  considerations  of  matters,  that  amount- 
ed to  no  legal  ojQTence,  and  which  were  adduced, 
not  as  substantive  charges  in  themselves,  but  as 
matters  in  support  of  the  principal  accusation; 
That  through  the  pressure  and  weight  of  their  offi- 
cial occupations,  they  did  not,  perhaps,  could  not, 
bestow  that  attention  on  the  case,  which,  if  given  to 
it,  must  have  enabled  them  to  detect  the  viilany 
and  falsehood  of  my  accusers,  and  their  foul  con- 
spiracy against  me ;  and  must  have  preserved  my 
character  from  the  weighty  imputation  which  the 
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«iitbority  of  the  Commissioners,  has,  for  a  time, 
east  upon  it;  but,  above  all,  that  they  should, 
upon  this  ex  parte  examination,  without  beariug 
one  word  that  I  could  urge,  have  reported  to  your 
Majesty,  an  opinion  on  these  matters,  so  prejudi* 
cial  to  my  honour,  and  from  which  I  can  have  no 
appeal,  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  (because  the 
charges,  constituting  no  legal  offence,  cannot  be 
made  the  ground  of  a  judicial  inquiry ;)— These 
and  many  other  circumstances,  connected  with  the 
length  of  the  Proceeding,  which  have  cruelly  a^ra- 
vated,  to  my  feelings,  this  pain  necessarily  atten- 
dant upon  this  Inquiry/  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
refrain  from  stating,  and  urging,  as  matters  of  se- 
rious lamentation  at  least,  if  not  of  well«gi*ounded 
complaint. 

In  commenting  upon  any  part  of  the  circum- 
stances, which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  this 
Inquiry,  whatever  observations  I  may  be  compel 
led  to  make  upon  any  of  them,  I  trust,  I  never 
shall  forget  what  is  due  .to  officers  in  high  station 
and  employment  under  your  Majesty.  No  apolo- 
gy, therefore,  can  be  required  for  any  reserve  in  my 
expressions  towards  them.  But  if,  in  vindicating 
my  innocence  against  the  injustice  and  malice  of  my 
enemies,  I  should  appear  to  your  Majesty  not  to 
express  myself  with  all  the  warmth  and  indigna- 
tion, which  innocence,  so  foully  calumniated,  must 
feel,  your  Majesty  will^  I  trust,  not  attribute  my 
:forbearance  to  any  insensibility  to  the  grievous  in- 
juries I  have  sustained ;   but  will  graciously  be 
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pl|6a9^<jl  tp  ascri^  it  Ul  the  featrtitit  I  fa^v^  }p|f«i« 
CKJ^  u|K>a  Hiysalfi  lest  in  eod^avoMriag  t^  descri^ 
In  just  t^m%.  the  moUye^  the  conduct,  tt|e  ^  pwrr 
jury,  and  all  the  foul  circaiin$tftnces  which  char4|M^ 
tffri^e^  and  establish  the  malica  of  my  ^ccnsenB^  { 
mjigbt  use  languag^j  wkicbt  though  not  unjiistly  aj^ 
I^Med  to  them,,  naifilbt  be .  ^noi^rop^r  to  be  4ised|  bj 
wpy  tojaqybodyi  or  unfit  to  be  eo^^oyed  b|^  any 
l^yi  buinblyi  respect&lly^  and  dutifully  addi«s&r 
iog  yfmr  Majesty. 

.  That  a  &  o^portunj^  bat  occurred  for  kying 
open  my. heart  to  your  Majestyi  perhapst . I  shali^ 
h^reafter^  hav^  no  reason  to  laments  for  more 
than  two  yearsy  I  had  been  ii^ormed,  that,  upon 
tjie  f^rf sump^on  of  soma  misconduct  in  me^  my 
behaviour  had  been  made  the  subject  of  invcstiga- 
't^Qn>  and  lay  neighbours'  servants  bad  been  exam-^ 
ipcid  concerning  it.  And  for  some  tkne,  I  bad 
received  mysterious  and  indistinct  intimation^ 
that  some  great  misohief  was  meditated  towards 
.me»  ,  And|  in  all  the  cirotjmstancesof  my  very  pe- 
cqliar  situation^  it  will -not  be  thouglit  strange^  that 
4K>vv6ver  conscious  I  was,  that  I  had  no  just  cause 
offe^r^  I,  should  yet  feel  some  uneasiness  on  this 
accpunt.  With  surprise  certably,  (because  th€^ 
first  tidings  were  of  a  ki»d  to  excite  surprise^)  but 
f  ith^ut  alavjm;,  I  received  the  intelligence,  that,  for 
some  reason^  a  formal  investigation  of  some  parti§ 
.of  my  ^ndi^ot  had  b^en  advised^  and  had  actually 
.taken  place.  His  Eoyal  Highneii^  the  Duke  of 
l^ent^  on  the  7tjb  of  Junei  armounced.  it  to  toe 


Be^MiottQced  to  im;-^tbe  Princess  (dt  Wales,  ut 
the  first  conamuiiication  vtaAe  to  die,  \titb  resipect 
to  ttM  pit)Ceedkigi  thenear  approacbof  tWo^ttorlikel 
(one  of  tbero^  I  sinee  fiad^  the  solidtlNr  employed 
by  Sk  John  Dougla»))  clftimkig  lo  enter  my  dwells 
ia^  with  a  warrant,  to  take  away  one  half  of  my 
household,    for  immediate    examination  upon    t 
charge  against  myself*      Of  the  nature  of  that 
diarge,  I  wa«  then  uninformed.     It  now  appeilrsi  k 
.fvas  the  charge  of  High  Treason^  comniitted  in  the 
iolamoui^  crime  of  adultery.     His  Royal  Highness, 
J  am  sure^  will  do  me  the  justice  to  represent  16 
yoar  Majesty^  that  I  betrayed  no  fear,  that  I  ma* 
fufested  no  symptoms  of  conscious  guilt,  thai  I 
nought  no  excuses  to  prepare,  or  to  tutor,  my  ser^ 
mints  for  the  examination  which  they  vrere  lo  under- 
^«     The  only  request  which  I  made  to  his  Beyal 
H^btiess  Was,  that  he  would  have  the  goodness  to 
remain  with  me  till  my  servants  wens  gone ;  that 
be  might  beai*  witness,  that  1  had  no  cMversatioti 
^i|h  them  before  they  went    In  truth,  S^,  my 
anxieties^  under  a  knowledge  that  some  seripiis 
«mischief  was  planning  against  me^  and  while  I  was 
ighoratit  of  its  quality  and  extent^  had  been  so  great, 
that  I  could  not  but  rejoice  at  an  evonti  which 
•slimed  to  promise  me  an  early  opportaaity  of 
certainii^  what  the  malice  of  my  enemies  i 
i^ainst  me. 

It  has  not  been^  indeed,  without  impatience  tilt 
^ost  painful,  that  I  have  passed  the  interval,  n^ich 
has  since  elapsed.    When  once  it  wa$  oot  only 
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Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  Aug.  24,  IS06. 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  transmit  to  me 
th^  letter  which  hi  has  received  from  your:  Royal 
Highness,  dated  the  17th  instant;  and  to  direct,  tbirt 
I  should  communicate  the  same  to  the  Loidi 
Commissioners,  who  had  been  coinniaDded  by  His 
Majesty  to  report  to  His  Majesty  on  the  matltm 
therein  referred  to ;  and  I  have  now  received  Hia 
Majesty's  further  commands,  in  consequence  of 
that  letter,  to  acquaint  your  Royal  Highness,  that 
when  I  transmitted  to  your  Royal  Highness,  by 
tiie  King's  commands,  and  under  my  sigmU^ire^ 
the  copies  of  official  papers,  which  tiad  been  bud 
Wore  His  Majesty,  those  papers  were  judged 
thereby  duly  authenticated,  according  to  the  usual 
course  and  forms  of.  office ;  an^  sufficiently  so,  for 
the  purposes,  for  which,  His  Majesty  had  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  direct  them  to  be  communicated 
to  your  Royal  Highness. 

That,  nevertheless,  there  does^not  appear  to  be 
any  r^ai^on  for  His  Majesty's  declining  a  compliance 
with  the  request  which  your  Royal  Highness  has 
been  advised  to  make,  that  those  copies  should^ 
after  being  examined  with  the  originals,  be  at* 
tested  by  some  person  to  be  named .  for  that  pur- 
pose :  and  tlmt,  if  your  Royal  Highness  will  do 
me  the  honour  to  transmit  them  to  me,  they  sliall 
be  examined  and  attested  accordingly,  after  cor-^ 
recting  any  errors,  that  may  have  occurred  in  the 
copying. 
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His  Majesty  has  further  authorized  me  to  ac- 
quaint your  Royal  Highness,  that  he  is  graciously 
pleased,  on  your  Royal  Highness's  request,  to  con- 
sent, th^t  copies  of  the  written  declarations,  referred 
to  in  the  Report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners, 
ihould  be  transmitted  to  your  Royal  Highness,  and 
tiiat  the  same  will  be  transmitted  accordingly,  so 
soon  as  they  can  be  transcribed. 

(Signed)        ERSKINE  C.^ 

The  Lord  Chancellor  has  the  honour  to  add  to 
the  above  official  communication,  that  his  Purse- 
bearer  respectfully  waits  her  Royal  Highness's  com- 
mands, in  case  it  should  be  Her  Royal  HighnessV 
pleasure  to  return  the  papers  by  him. 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Woks. 


Lincoln's-  Inn  Fields^  Aug.  29th,  1 806. 

Th£  Lord  Chancellor  has  the  honour  to  trismsmit, 
to  Hirr  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  the 
papers,*  desired  by  Her  Royal  Highness,  just  as 
he  received  them  a  few  minutes  ago  from  Earl 
Spencer,  with  the  note  accompanying  them. 

*  N.  B.  These  papersy  being  the  original  decla^  • 
rationsy  on  which  tJie  Inquiry  proceeded  mil  be 
foundAnAppenMx  (A,) 


et 


Aag.  3l6t,  180S.   ^ 

H£R  Royal  Highness  the  PriDcess  of  Wales 
acquaints  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the  gentle* 
tnan^  with  whom  her  Royal  Highness  advises,  and 
who  had  possession  of  the  copies  of  the  official 
papers  communicated  to  Her  Royal  Highness^ 
by  the  £«ord  Chancellor,  returned  from  the  coun^ 
try  late  yesterday  evening.  Upon  the  subject  of 
transmitting  these  papers  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
for  the  purpose  of  their  being  examined,  and 
authenticated,  and  then  returned  to  Her  Royal 
Highness,  be  states,  that  in  consequence  of 
tbe  Lord  Chancellor's  assurance,  contained  in  tim 
note  of  the  20tb  inst.  that  Her  Royal  Harness 
migfajk  depend  upon  having  other  copies  sent  to 
her,  which  had  been  duly  examined  and  certified 
to  be  so ;  be  has  relied  upon  being  able  to  refer  to 
those  already  sent,  and  therefore  it  would  be  incon- 
venient  to  part  with  them  at  present:  and  Her 
Royal  Highness  therefore  hopes,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  will  procure  for  her  the  other  authenti- 
cated copies,  which  bis  Lordship  promised  in  bis 
note  of  tbe  80th  inst. 

With  respect  to  the  copies  already  sent,  being 
as  the  Lord  Chancellor  expresses  it,  in  bis  letter 
of  the  S4th  inst  ^^  judged  to  be  duly  authenticated 
*^  according  to  tbe  usual  course  and  forms  of  office, 
*^  and  sufficiendy  so  for  tbe  purpose  for  which 
'^  His  Majesty  had   been  graciously  pleased  to 
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'^  direct  them  to  be  communicated  to  Her  Royal 
^^  Highness^  because  they  were  transmitted  to 
'^  Her»  by  the  King's  commands,  and  mider  his 
V  Liordsbip's  signatnre," — Her  Royal  Highness, 
could  never  have  wished  for  a  more  authentic 
attestation,  if  «be  bad  conceived^  that  they  wetv 
Wtbeoticated  under  such  signature*  But  she  could 
JiQt  think  that  the  mere  signature  of  his  Lordaibipi 
oathe  outside  of  the  envelope,  which  coiuained 
tbeoiy  CQuld  afford  any  authenticity  to  the  thirty 
{laperSt  which  that  envelope  contained ;  or  coul^ 
in  Vkj  manner;  identify  any  of  those  papers^  afl 
having  been,  contamed  in  that  envelope.  And 
4be  bad  felt  bessdlf  confirmed  in  that  opinion,  by 
bi$  IjQtdsliip's  sayiRg  in  his  note  of  the  20lb^  inst» 

^V  that  the  reason  of  their  not  having  been  autbeof^ 
/^  ticated,  by  the  Lord  ChaocelkMr,  was,  that  hfi 

*^  received  them  as  copies  from.  Earl  Spenoert  who 

*'  was  in  possession  of  the  ordinals,  and  h^  iOdfU 

"  not  therefore  with  propriety  do  so^  not  having 

'^  kmnlf  compared  thenu 

Her  Royal  Highness  takes  this  opportunity  of 

acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  declarations  refers 

red  to  in  the  Commissioners'  Report. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor* 


u 


Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  Sept.  2nd,  1806. 

I 

^H£  Lord  Cbancellor  has  taken  the  earliest 
Opportunity  in  his  power,  of  complying  with  the 
wishes  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales*  He  made  the  promise  of  other  copies^ 
without  any  communication  with  the  other  Com* 
missioners,  wholly  from  a  desire  to  shew  every 
kind  of  respect  and  accommodation  to  Her  Royal 
Highness,  in  any  thing  consistent  ivith  his  daty, 
and,  not  at  all,  from  any  idea,  that  the  papers,  as 
ori^nally  sent^  (though  there  mi^t  be  errors  in 
the  copying)  were  not  sufficiently  authenticated. 
An  opinion  which  he  is  obliged  to  say  be  ia  not 
removed  from ;  nevertheless,  tiie  I/)rd  Cbaocellor 
has  a  pleasure  in  conforming  to  Her  Royal  High'- 
liesft's  wishes,  and  has  th^  honour  to  enclose  the 
attested  copies  of  the  Depositions,  as  be  has  receiv- 
^  them  from  Earl  Spencer. 

2b  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Walc^ 


To  the  King. 

Sire,  , 

Impressed  with  the  deepest  sentiments  of  gra* 
titude,  for  the  countenance  and  protection  which  I 
have  hitherto  uniformly  received  from  your  majes- 
ty>  I  approach  you,  with  a^beart  undismayed,  upon 


«5 
tbis  occasion,  so  awful  and  tnomentoas  to  my  cha-v 
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rader,  my  lionour,  and  my  happiness.  I  should 
'tfideed,  (tmder  cbttrges  such  as  have  now  been 
brought  against  mc,)  prove  nnyself  undeserving  of 
<3ie  continuance  of  f  hat  countenance  and  protection, 
and  altogether  nnworthy  of  the  high  station,  which 
I  bold  in  your  Majesty's  illustrious  family,  if  I 
nought  for  any  partiality,  for  any  indulgence,  for 
toiy  thing  more  than  what  is  due  to  ine  in  justice. 
My  entire  confidence  in  your  Majesty's  virtues  as- 
Bunes  me,  that  I  cannot  meet  with  less.  ' 

The  situation,  Which  I  have  been  so  happy  as  to 
iicild  in  your  Majesty's  good  opinbn  and  esteetti ; 
my  lotion  in  your  Majesty's  august  family ;  my 
Kfe,  my  honour,  and,  through  mine,  the  honour  of 
your  Majest/s  femily  have  l>cen  attacked.  Sir 
John  tind  Lady  Douglas  have  attempted  to  support 
a  dbect  and  precise  charge,  by  which  they  have  dared 
to  impoto  to  tne,  the  enormous  guilt  of  High 
Treasop,  committed  in  the  foul  crime  of  Adultery. 
f  n  tms  ciiarge,  the  extravagance  of  their  malice  has 
defeated  itsirif.  The  Report  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners,  acting  under  your  Majesty's  warrant, 
has  mostiully  cleared  me  of  that  charge.  But  there 
remain  imputations,  stran^^ly  sanctioned,  and  coun- 
tenaaced  by  that  Report,  on  which  I  cannot  remain 
silent,  without  incurring  the  most  fatal  conse- 
/juences  to  my  honour  and  character.  For  it  states 
to  your  Majesty,  that  **The  circumstances  detailed! 
^against  me  must  be  credited;  till  tfaej  are  decl- 
siveiy  contradicted.^  * 
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The  other  Papers  giDd  Docuwieirts  which   acp 
companicd  the  Report,  are,t 

ime.    No. 

m  May,      I.    The  King's  Warrant  or  GoipmisT 

sion. 
Deposition  of  Lady  Douglas. 

of  Sir  John  Dotfglasy 
of  Robert  Bi^goodf. 
of  W.  Cole. 
of  Frances  Lloyd, 
of  Mary  Wilson^ 
of  Samuel  Roberts. 
of  TboQoaft  StikejaaaHf 
of  J.  Sicard. 
of  Charlotte  Sander, 
pf  Sophia  Austin. 
Letter  from   Lord    Spencer  to 

Lord  Gwydir. 
2^1  14:  from    Lord    Gwydir   tp 

Lord  Speticer. 
2|  15.  from  Lady  Willoughby  tp 

Lord  Spenc6r. 
SIS  i6.    Eitracf  from  Register  of  Brown- 

-  low-street  Hospital. 

23  17.     Deposition  of  Elizabetf?  Gosclep. 

23  18.  of  Betty  Tbwnfey. 

25  10*  of  Thomas  Edmeades* 

25  20..  oFSamudG.  Mills; 

27  21.  of  Hariet  Fitzgerald, 

1  July,    S2.     Letter  from    Lord  Spencer  to 

L^rd  Gwydir. 

*  See  Appendix  (A) 
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j]r  Jaly,     23.     Letter  from   Lord  Gvydir    to 

Lord  Spencer, 
'9  34     Queries  to  Lady  Willoughby  and 

Answers. 
3  S5*     FurtherdepositionofR,BidgOK>d. 

3  26.     Deposition  of  Sir  F.  Mitlman* 
8  %7.  of  Mrs.. Lisle. 

4  28.    Letter  fram  Sir  Fraoci9  MUlman 

to  the  Lord  Chancellor.    ' 
16  S9«     Depo$itiQn  of  I.ord  CliolmoQ«- 

deiey. 
14  36.    The  R&port. 

By  the  Copy  which  "I  have  reeeired  of  the 
Commissiott,  or  Warrant,  under  which  the  In- 
quiry has  been  prosecuted,  it  appears  to  {>e  an-in-* 
Jitrament  uhdfer  your  Majesty's  Sign  Manual,  not 
ijc^onterrfgned,  notunder  any  seal.— It  recites,  that 
iiD  Abstract  of  certain  written  DecIarations,toach« 
Ing  my  conduct  (without  specifying  by  whom  those 
Dteclarations  were  made^  or  the  nature  of  the  mafr- 
ters,  touching  which  they  had  been  made,  or  even 
by  whom  the  Abstract  had  been  prepared,)  had 
t)eert  laid  before  your  Majesty  j  into  the  truth  of 
which  it  purports  to  authorize  the  four,  noble 
Peers,  who  are  named  in  it,  to  inquire  and  to  ex- 
amine  upon  oath,  such  persons  as  they  think  fit  { 
and  to  report  to  ^our  Majesty  the  result  of  their 
Examination.  By  referring  to  the  written  Decla- 
rations, it  appears  that  they  contain  allegations 
against  me,  amounting  to  the  charge  of  High  Trea- 
son/aAd  also  Other  matters,  which,  if  understood 


ss 


to  be,  as  tbey  eeem  to  have  been  acted  and  rep<tft* 
ed  upon*  by  the  CommissionerSy  not  as  evidence 
confirmatory  (as  they  are  expressed  to  be  in  th^r 
title)  of  the  principal  charge^  but  as  distinct  and 
substantive  subjects  of  examination,  cannot,  as  I 
am  advised^  be  represented,,  as  in  law,  amount* 
ing  to  crimes.     How  most  of  the  Declarations 
referred  to  were  collected^  by  whom,  at  whose  so- 
licitation, under  what  sanction,  and  before  what 
persons,  magistrates  or  others,  they :  were  made^ 
does  not  appear.     By  the  title,  indeed,  which  all 
the  written  Declarations^  except  Sir  John  and 
Lady  Douglas's  bear;  viz/  "  That  ttey  had  been 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  Lady;  Doug- 
las's Statement,"  it  may  be  collectedj  ;tbat  tbej 
had  been  inade  by  her,  or  at  least  by  Sir  John 
Douglas's  procurement.  And  the  concluding  pasr 
sage  of  one  of  them,  I  mean  the  fourth  d<scla^a« 
tion  of  W.  Cole,  strengthens  this  ppinion,4s  it  re- 
presents Sir  John  Doii^asi  accompanied  by  bii 
Solicitor  Mr.  Lowten,  to  have  gone  down  as  &f 
as  Cheltenham  for  the,  examination  of  twQ  .jQjf 
the  witnesses  whose  declarations  are  there  stated* 
I  am,  however,  at  a  loss  to  know,  at  this  i^oment, 
whom  I  am  to  consider,  or  whom  I  could  legally 
fix,  as  my  false  accuser.     FroiQ  the  circumstance 
last  mentioned,  it  might  be  inferred,  that  SirJohp 
and  Lady  Douglas,  or  one  of  theqi,  is  that  accuser. 
But. Lady  Douglas,  in  her  written  Declaration,  so 
far  from  representing  the  information  which  sho 
then  gives,  as  moving  voluntarily  from  herself 


•  "  •     •  «  V  t  , 

ciprcssly  states  that  she  gives  it  under  the  direct 
command  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  the  papers  leave  toe  without  informa- 
tion, from  whom  any  communication  to  the 
Prince  originated/which  induced  him  to  give  such 
commands. 

'  Upon  the  question,  how  far  the  advice  is  agree- 
aMe  to  law,  under  which  it  was  recommended  to 
your  Majesty,  to  issue  this  Warrant  or  Commis- 
sion, not  countersigned,  nor  under  seal,  and  with* 
out  any  of  your  Majesty's  advisers,  therefore, 
being  on  the  face  of  it,  responsible  for  its  issuing,  1\ 
am  not  competent  to  determine.  Andundoubtedly 
considering  that  the  two  high  legal  authorities,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  King^s  Bench,  consented  to  act  under  it,  it  is 
with  the  greatest  doubt  and  diffidence,  that  I  can 
bring  myself  to  express  any  suspicion  of  its  illega* 
Irty.  Bht  if  it  be,  as  I  am  given  to  understand  it 
isj  open  to  question, whether,  consistently  with  law, 
your  Majesty  should  have  been  advised  to  com- 
mand, by  this  warrant  or  commission^,  persons  (not 
to  act  in  any  known  character^  as  Secretaries  of 
State,  as  Privy  Counsellors,  as  Magistrates  other- 
^se  empowered ;  but  to  act  as  Commissioners,  and 
under  the  sole  authority  of  such  warrant,  to  in- 
quire (without  any  authority  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine any  thing  upon  the  subject  of  those  Inqui*- 
ries),  into  the  known  crime  of-  High  Treason, 
under  the  sanction  of  oaths,  to  be  administered  by 

them,  as  such  Commissioners,  and  to  report  the 

■  '  •  •  •  • 

result  thereof  to  your  Majesty,     If,  I  say,  there 
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eao  btt  aay  qjuefttioo:  upon  tb^  legality  of  eweh  ti , 
W«rr«xi%  or  C>9iQiiufi9iop|  Ibe  extreme  i)ftr43hi^, 
^  tvith  wha4^b^  it  has  operated  upoB  me^  the  extreme 
prejjudice,  which  it  has  done  to  my  character^  aad 
to  which  such  a  proceeding  must  ever  expose  tbct 
person  who  is  the  object  of  it,  obliges  me,  till  I 
am  fiiUy  coirriviced  of  i<ts  legality,  to  forbear  trufXk 
acknowledging  its  authority ;  and,  with  all  ha-^ 
miKty  and  deference  to  your  Majesty,  to  protest 
against  it|  and  against  all  the  proceedings  under  it 
IftbiS)  indeed,  were  matter  of  mere  form,  I 
should  be  ashamed  to  urge  it.  But  the  actuat 
hardships  and  prejudice  which  I  have  suffered 
by  this  proceeding,  are  most  obvious^  For/ 
Qpo^  the  principai  charge  against  me,  the  Ctom^ 
fBissioners'have  most  satisfactorily,  and  *^witb* 
out  the  least  hesitation,'^  for  -such  is  their  exprea-^ 
sion,  reported  their  opinion  of  its  falsehood^. 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglasy  therefore,  who  bavef 
sworn  to  its  truth,  have  been  guilty  of  the  plaiii* 
est  fals^^ood ,  yet  upon  the  supposition  of  the 
iliegality  of  ^bis  Commission,  their  falsehood  must 
af&  J  a9^  ioformedy  go  unpunished*  Upon  .tbM 
Sii|]ipe^ition]t  the  want  of  legal  authority  in  the 
Commissioners  to  ipquire  and  to  administer  an 
oath,  will  render  it  impossible  to  give  to  thisfalset^ 
hood  the  character  of  perjury.  JBut  this  is  by  no 
means  the  circumstance  which  I  feel  the  most 
severely,  Beyx)Dd  the  vindicating  of  my  own 
c^racter,  and  the  consideration  of  providing  for 
my  future  security,  I  can  assure  your  Majesty^ 
that  the  punishment  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Doug*. 
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'tti^tfrbtiia  *rfor(l  me  tio  ^itisfiittion.    tt  h  ftbt 

Hiferelbre  Xyith  regard  to  tha%  part  of*  the  cHarg6, 

tthfeh  15  negattiVed,    tfiit  tVith  re^peBt  to   those, 

Which  are  feaoCfititr^d  by  the  fteptjft,' those,  which, 

"tlDt  dhnfog  8(t  tfi^  life,  exhaiist  theiiiseives  upon 

fiiy    ch^a(iter,    fihd    which    the    CommTssionefti 

iiave,  hi  so*[ie  med^tlre  sanctioned  by  tbeit  Re- 

port^  that  I  have  the  greatest  reasfoti  to  cornpltiin. 

^Had  the  feeport  sanctibne'd  tiie  principal  fcharge, 

-^cotrstHutrngtiL  knovtn  legal  crhiie,  my  ionocehcte 

1it)uld  have  emboldened  me,  at  all  risques,  (and 

to  ttftjre,  nb  person  has  ever  been  exposed  from 

the  thalrte,  attd  feU^hdod  ctf  acfcusers)  to  hate 

,,i^erii«nded  that  trial,  Wiich  could  tegally  deter- 

iniiie  upon  the  trudi  or  falsehood  of  such  charg^. 

I'hoQgh  t  should  even  then  indeed  have  had  some 

tiaaide  to  complaiti,  beeacrse  1  should  have  gone 

'  to  that  trial,   under    the   prejudice,  necessartfy 

raised   against  me,   by  that  Report ;    yet  in  a 

proceeding    before  the   just,   open,  and    knowh 

(ribdtials  6^  your  Majesty's   kingdom,   I  should 

tiave  had^  a'  site  appeal  from  the  resuH  cf  an  es 

fmrie  investigation.      An  investigation  which,  his 

^xffd^^d  i«e  to  afi  the  hardships  of  a  secret  lA- 

'qiltlfy,^i1thout  giving  me  the  benefit  of  iettec^; 

and  to  all  th6  severe  consequences  d(  a  public  itf- 

Veiitigatiofi,  in  pdlht^  of  injury  to  my  character, 

without  affording  me  any  of  its  substantial  b^^- 

*!its,ia  point  of  secHirtty.     fiut  the  <;hifg6s,  vfhiA 

the  Commissioners  do  ssUiCtibn  by  fhdlf  Report^ 

describing  them,  with  a  liiysteiloQ^  ote'ciirity  ihti 
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lodefinite  generality,  constitute,  as  X  am  toldytttr 
legal  crime.  They  are  described  as  '^  instances  of 
^'  great  impropriety  and  indecency  of  behaviour? 
which  must  '^  occasion  the  most  unfavourable  in- 

r 

terpretations"^  and  they  are  reported  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, and  they  are  stated  to  be,  ''circumstances 
^*  uhicb  must  bp  credited  till  they  are  decisively 
"  contradicted/* 

From  this  opinion,  this  judgment  of  the  Com- 
missioners, bearing  so  hard  upon  my  character; 
(and  that  a  female  character,  bow  delicate,  and 
.  bow  easily  to  be  affected  by  the  breath  of  calumny 
your  Majesty  well  know^)  I  can  have  no  appeaj. 
For,  as  the  charges  constitute  no  legal  crimes,  tliej 
cannot  be  the  subjects  of  any  legal  trial.  I  can 
call  for  no  trial.  I  can  therefore  have  no  appeal; 
I  can  look  for  no  acquittal.  Yet  this  opinion,  or 
this  judgment,  from  which  I  caii  have  no  appeal, 
has  been  pronounced  against  me  upon  mere  ejtpar^ 
te  investigation. 

This  hardship,  Sire,  I  am  told  to  ascribe  to 
the  nature  of  the  proceeding  under  tliis  Warrant  or 
Commission  f  For,  bad  the  Inquiry  been  entered 
,into  before  your  Majesty's  Privy  Council,  or 
before  any  magistrates,  authorised  by  law  as  such^ 
.to  inquire  into  the  existence  of  treason,  the  known 
course  of  proceeding  before  that  council,  or  such 
magistrates,  the  known  extent  of  their  jurisdiction 
.overcrimes»  and  not  over  the  proprieties  of  beha-* 
viour,  would  have  preserved  me  from  the  possi- 
bility of  having  matters  made  the  subjects  of  in- 
qiury  which  bad  in  law  no  substantive  criminal 
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4:^ractery  imd  from  the  extreme  bard^ip  of  har- 
ifig  my  reputation  injured  by  calumny  ahogether 
uqfouDded,  but  rendered  at  once  more  safe  to  my 
enemies^  and  more  injurious  to  me,  by  being  ut- 
tered, in  the  course  of  a  proceeding,  assuming  the 
grave  semblance  of  legal  form.  And  it  is  by  the 
nature  of  this  proceeding,  (wWch  could  alone  have 
^x)unteiianced  or  admitted  of  this  licentious  latitude 
of  inquiry,  into  the  proprieties  of  bdiaviour  in 
private  life,  with  which  no  court,  no  magistrate, 
no  public  law  has  any  authority  to  interfere,)  that 
I  have  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  that  entire 
and  unqualified  acquittal  and  discharge  from  this 
accusation,  to  which  the  utter  and  proved  ikfse- 
bood  of  the  accusation  itself  so  justly  entitled  me. 

I  trust  therefore  that  your  Majesty  will  see  thait 
if  this  proceeding  is  not  one  to  which,  by  the 
known  laws  of  your  Majesty's  kingdom,  I  ought 
to  be  subject,  that  it  is  ho  cold  formal  objection 
which  leads  me  to  protest  against'  it. 

I  am  ready  to  acknowIedge>  Sire,  ^from  the 
consequences  which  might  arise  to  the  public, 
from  such  misconduct  as  hath  baen  falsely  imput- 
ed to  me,  that  my  honour  and  virtue  are  of  more 
importance  to  the  state  than  those  of  other  women. 
That  my  conduct  therefore  may  be  fitly  subjected, 
when  necessary  to  a  severer  scrutiny.  But  it 
cannot  follow,  because  my  character,  is  of  more 
importance,  that  it  may  therefore  be  attacked  with 
more  impunity.  And  as  I  know,  that  this  mis* 
shief  has  been  pending  oter  my  bead  for  more 
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thdti  two  yeai%,  that;  private  examwMi^nt  eC-n^ 
meigbtboura"  s^ervaots,   and  of:  fny  <iwpn^  h%^  «it: 
tiitt^Sy  during  that  intecvfl,   bMo  talieiii,.  for  the< 
purpose  of  f stabitslvng  char^^s  ag^ioQt  ipe^  mfev 
ipdeed  by  tba  i^strurneotality  oji  Sir  Jolinjti^  t^T 
X)augUs  q^lotie^  but  by  the  aa^^tio^  and  in  tint 
presence  ojf  The  Earl  of  Moii^a  {^  ywf  M^^jeatjir 
\yUl  p^jiceive  by.  tbe  c^oail-ioa  qi  JqnalilMW  lr^«tfe*> 
trklge  ^(vbich,  I  subjpia  ;^y  and  as}  I  knpw>  alao,.  anii 
make  ap^^ar  to  your  ipgtj^ty   \ik^m  by*   \k^ 
same  injeans,  Uift(  declaratiooa  oj^  pe^iFSi^n^  of  uih 
'que^tipnable  credit^  respectwig  oiy  eion^a^t^  ^Vl^tr 
ipg  my  innocexice,  w^  directly  falisi%ipg.  ^  n^fd»k 
important   cii-ciwstance  respecting  iiiy   stppp^MBi^ 
pregpaney,    mentioned    i,n   Ibe    dedar^w,    m 
which,  the  Inquiry  was.  ip^tijtmt^d;.  9^  i  to^w, 
I  i^y^  thab  tbo^e  d^cl^atipi^^  30  faMQor&bJ^  l^i  91% 
appear  to.  i;ay  iiaftfiite  j^juK^ce,  mot  ta  bav^^  iaiMa 
communicated  tp  yoi^a:  J^^j^sty,  wh^n  tinut  I^ipiQr 
was  commanded;    a^d  as  VW^  ii!^pt;  h(>iW  iippii 
nor  haw  o^q,  pj;oceedi»g&  agj^in^t  api^  iDfiy  be 
meditated  hy  n^y  e»emi^  I  t^ii0  l«av^.  I(Q<  e^ji^m^ 
my  humble  trust,  t|hat>  before  ^i>y^  o^h^r  prpt^eedi^ 
inga  may  be  had  against,  me^  (desirably  aa  it  on^y 
have  been  thougbt,  thajt  tbe  Inqa^y,  shQi|)4  hav# 
baen  of  the  nature^  which,  ha^r  im  ^  iR?t#np.?i 
obtained,)  yJo^tM^}psty■  ^oi|ld.be  gra£iQ4)§l^  pM<Nr 
<Bd  to  require  tp^  be  advisedi  wheU^^r  qpy^  gvujtjti 
jfj,were.  gfjiltyj^  cpi|l4  wot  be  ^siej^cu*^.  dift? 

*  §p^  tta^d^Wtiw.ftt  tteiM^  <  t|||a|lf<!^^ 
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tm^wA  and  pwiflhed,.  m^i  my  hofKa^r  afid  iano^. 
4mf^f  if  iono^ent,  be  morti  eS^tunAy  secured  aadi 
qstoblisbed  by  otbernqore  immn  md  rc^iilanr  modm 
oC  proccf^iog. 

liaviqg  tji^v^oxQf  Sire,  trpoa  tbest  grwe  .«w^ 
3Qfia,  vei»tw«d  t^  &iilmtt>.  I  ttmA  mUm^l  ciSem^ 
lliff^  €Qii3kl^«tio9»  iipot>  tbe  n^re  of  tbe  Conr» 
mie^iw,  m4  the  yroccseidURgs  ued^  H^  I  mil  now 
{;Kei€^  |c^0feftt»lre  upon  tbe  Beport,  aod  tlie  £3(^ 
jE^^Aio^^w;.  an^  witbyoor  M»j€$ty> pfirniismM^ 
J  W01  gpt  tl»m0(gb  tdiet  wbol^  imatteii^  m  tbaft  eonrsa 
ufbii^)  bM.  bee^i  obseicin^  kj:  tbe  Roporl.  kael^  and 
inbifrb  QA  e^gimiiiittkg)  eii  ite  i^poiektiilt  matters  tbiit 
it  ciQotww^  in  ^  wdet  kt  wbkbv  k  i^MbM  tb«i% 

TbeiB^fmri,  afHr  ni^rii^  to'lte  CionaiisMm 
191*  Wa«lWt  Md«r  whKtU  their  Loffshi^,  wese  Mth 
log,  «^tpr  sHaiini^  Ibadr  tb^i^  bud  proa«eded'  to  eitfK 
liH9»  ibfSi  sem^ml  wtta«i9(i»a^  wbetsie  dfl^QsifciMattbsy 
«»ii«2i^  t0  lb«M  Report,  praceedft  to*  state  tb«  €& 
^qt  (^  t(bf;  wfittcM  dfeelana^ionis.  whtcb  tbcb  Goqip 
y^iw«N;4  eo0(iid«i^di  aa.  tbe  es^t^tiarl  iMmdhiiaa  of 
^(^  wbol€^  pix^qaedki^.  '^  Thai  they  viiei^e;  static 
j)m^.  M^b)  bA4  becA  bid^.  bcifore^  bia^Beyait  H^ih 
ness  the  P^itMi^  cif  Waka>.  respecttug  l^«  coudiufit 
^  bm"  ReryaJl  liighmsa  ^  !?$ mcesa*;  tbal  tbese 
ittS|emiiH9)  npjik  QUI^  iiMpnitod  tioii  UAr  RoyaL  Hig)ir 
Mff^  0r«t;WpvQpri^y<  and  iadac^My  ol  baba^^ 
4(«r>^  b^ba^i^Pfdji  amwtedii  partly  on^ii  tha  ground 
«li  aaiJ^Q;  ^gedf  daclaxaiiom  frook  Ibeir  PrABcaaa^s 
(awn  mfy^i  aiidrsiartW^aDitii?  p^»90i»l  cihsfii^ratiaii 
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of  the  informants^  the  following  most  importmt 
facts;  viz.  that  her  Royal  Highness  bad  been 
pregnant  in  the  year  1 802,  in  consequence  cf  an 
illicit  intercourse;  and  that  she  had  in  the  sarnie 
year,  been  secretly  delivered  of  a  male  child; 
which  child  had  ever  since  that  period  been  bfoogbt 
up  by  her  Royal  Highness  in  her  own  hoosie,  and 
under  her  immediate  inspection.  These  allega- 
tions thus  made,  had,  as  the  Commissioners  founds 
been  followed  by  declarations  from  other  persons^ 
who  had  not  indeed  spoken  to  the  important  facts 
of  tlie  pregnancy  or  delivery  of  her  Royal  High- 
ness, but  had  related  other  plarticuliars,  in  tbeik^ 
selves  extremely  sospiciouB^  and  still  more  so^  when 
connected  with  the  assertions  already  mentioned. 
The  Report  then  states,  that,  in  the  painful  situa- 
tion in  which  his  Royal  Highness  was  placed  by 
these  declarations,  they  learnt  that  he  had  adopted 
the  only  course  which  could,  in  their  judgment 
nvitb  propriety  be  followed,  when  iiiformations  such 
as  these  had  been  thus  confidently  alleged  and 
particularly  detailed,  and  bad  in  some  degree  been 
supported  by  collateral  evidence,  applying  to  other 
points  of  the  same  nature  (though  going  to  a  far  less 
extent,)  one  line  could  only  be  pursued/' 

*'  Every  sentiment  of  duty  to  your  Majesty, 
mid  of  concern  for  the  public  welfare  required  that 
these  particulars  should  not  be  withheld  from  your 
Majesty,  to  whom  niore  particularly  belonged  the 
cognizance  of  a  matter  of  state, '  so  nearly  touching 
the  honour  ^pf  your  Majesty's  Royal  Family,  uni 
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by  possibility  affecting  the  succession  to  your  Ma* 
jesty's  crown/' 

The  Commissioners,  therefore,  your  Majesty 
observes,  going,  they  must  permit  me  to  say,  a  lit- 
tle out  of  their  way,  begin  their  Report,  by  express- 
ing a  clear  and  decided  opinion,  tliat  his  Royal 
Highness  was  properly  advised  (for  your  Majesty 
'will  undoubtedly  conclude,  that,  upon  a  subject  of 
this  importance,  his  Royal  Highness  could  not  bul 
have  acted  by  the  advice  of  others,)  in  referring 
this  complaint  to  your  Majesty,  /or  the  purpaseof 
its  undergobg  ttie.investigation  which  has  followed. 
And,  unquestionably,  if  the  charge  referred  to,  in 
this  Report,  as  made  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Doug« 
I^s,  had. been  presented  under  circumstances,  in 
which  any  reasonable  degree  of  credit  could  be 
'given  to  them,  or  even  it  they  had  not  been,  pre- 
sented in  such  a  manner,  as.  to  impeach  the  <:redit 
of  the  informers,  and  to  bear  internal  evidence  of 
their  own  incredibility,  I  should  be  the  last  person, 
who  would  be  disposed  to  dispute  the  wisdom  of 
the.  advice  which  led  to  make  them  the  subject  of 
the  gravest  and  most  anxious  Inquiry.  And  your 
.Majesty,  acting  upon  a  mere  abstract  of  the  de- 
clarations,  which  was  all,  that  by  the  recital  of  the 
warrant,  appears  to  have  been  laid  before  your  Ma- 

» 

jasty,  undoubtedly  could  not  but.  direct  an  Inquiry 
concerning  my  conduct  For  though  I  have  not 
b^n  furnished  with  that  abstract,  yet.  I  must  pre- 
sume that  it  described  the  criminatory  contents  of 
dieae  declarations,   much  in  the  same  manner,  as 
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thu&y  ore  .^tttfed  iti  tlie  Report.    And  the  criiaisif-^ 
tory  parts  of  these  declarations,  if  vieived  witboiit 
rdai'eiice  to  ttiose  ti^aces  of  tnalice  and  resentment f^ 
^ith  whith  Ihe  declarations*  of  Sir  Joba  and  Lddiy 
i>&iiglas  abcmnd;  if  abstracted  from  all  these  cir* 
eomstanceft,  which  shew  ^  eKtreii^e  imprabaiat- 
iity  of  the  story,  the  tength  trf  time  which:  my  ac- 
cusers h^  kept  my  alle^d  guUt  eoaoededy  the 
contradictions  observable  in  the  declaralions  of  the 
other  witnesses,  all  which  I  submit  t<^  your  Mi^es- 
fy,  are  to  an  extent  to  cast  tlie  gfeatest  discredit 
ttpoRl^  tnith  of  these  declarations; — distracted,  I 
9ay,   from  (hese   circumstanees>   the  Griminatory 
'))aTts  of  them  were  unquestionably  stiicl^  as  to  have 
placed  your  majesty  under  the  necessity  of  dk^ctiag 
some  Inquiry  coiKerriing  them*     Btrt  that  those, 
li'ho  had  tlie  opportunity  of  reading  the  loi^  and 
malevolent  narration  of  Sir  John  axid  Lady  Dou^ 
las,  should  not  have  hesitated  before  they  gave  any 
credH.to  it,  is  matter  of  the  greatest  astonishment 
to  me. 

The  improbability^  of  the  story,  would  of  itsdf, 
I  should  have  imagined  (unless  they  believed  me 
to  be  as  insane  as  Lady  Douglas  inskumtes,)  have 
^en  suflteient  to  have  staggered  the  belief  of  any 
unprejudiced  mind.  Far  to  believe  that  story,  they 
were  to  begin  with  believing  that  a  person  gui%  of 
so  foul  aerime,  so  highly  peiml,  so  fsrtal  to  ber  ho^ 
nour,  lier  st-:ilion,  and  her  li'fe,  should  grataitoodtj 
Jtnd  uselessly,  have  confessed  it.  Such  a  perwn 
under  the  necessity  of  concealing  h&t  pregnancy, 

♦  See  Appendix  (B.) 


ffiigRt-h'ave  oeeh  indispensably  obliged  to  confide 
ficirWrct  with  those^  to  whoni  she  \ras  to  look  for 
assistance  in  concealing  its  consccjuences.  But 
tady  Douglas,  by  her  cwrt  account,  t^'asinformed, 
by  the  of  this  feet,  for  tid  j)iirpose  \vhatever.  She 
itiiak^s  tne,  as  tliose  \<'ho  read  her  declarations  can* 
frot  fail  to  have  obsefv6d,  state  to  her,  that  sb6 
sKoiilcl,  oh  no  account,  be  Entrusted  with  any  part 
£i  the  tiianetgettient  by  (ihich  the  birth  \Vas  tbM 
concealed  *  Tliey  were  to  believe  also,  that,  anxi* 
Oas  as  I  mtrst  have  befen  to  hiavc  coi^cealed  the  birth 
of  any  such  child,  I  had  deteroiined  to  bring  it  up* 
in  my  own  house;  arid  what  would  exceed,  as  I 
should  ioiaigine,  the  extent  of  all  human  credulity^ 
fhat  I  had  determined  to  suckle  it  myself  :f  that  I 
had  laid  my  plan,  if  discovered,  to  have  imposed  it 
(ipofi  his  Royal  Highness  as  his  child.  Nay,  they 
wei'e  to  believe,  that  I  had  stated,  and  that  Lady 
fiouglas  had  believed  tlie  statement  to  be  truie,  that 
I  bad  in  fact  attempted  io  suckle  it,  atid  only  gav« 
dp  that  part  of  my  plan,  because  it  made  mener- 
Vous^  arid  was  too  mufch  for  my  health.  J  And,  aftei* 
all  this,  they  were  then  to  believe,  that  having 
niade  Ijady  Dbuglas,  thus  unnecessarily,  the  confi- 
dante, of  this  most  important  and  dangerous  secret ; 
iiaving  tlius*  put  my  character,  and  my  life  in  hei' 
iWnds>  I  sought  an  occasion,  wantonly,  and  witli^ 
out  provocation,  from  the  riiere  fickleriess,  ^n^  i<il- 
'  fulness  of  my  own  mind^  to  quarrel  witli  her,  to  )h- 
gult  her  openly  and  violently  in  itiy  owri  hbasfe,^  tif 

V  Sett  Appendix  (B)  p.  OU    f  liiid .  p,  6l .    I  Ibid.  p.  76. 
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cadeavour  to  ruin  her  reputatiim ;  to  expose  her  is 
iafiunous  and  indeceat  drawings  enclosed  in  letten^ 
to  her  hudiaad.  The  l&ttexs  indeed  are  repre$ented 
to  have  been  anonymous,  but,  tiiough  anonym 
mous,  they  are  stated  to  have  been  written  with 
my  own  hand,  so  undisguised  in  penmanship  and 
style,  timt  eyery  one  who  Imd  the  least  acquaint- 
ance with  either,  could  not  fail  to  discover  them, 
and,  (as  if  it  were  through  fear,  lest  it  should  not  be 
sufficiently  plain,  from  whom  they  came^)  that  I  had 
sealed  them  with  a  sea!,  which  I  had  shortly  beforc^ 
used,  on  an  occasion  of  writing  to  her  husband. 
All  this  tiiey  were  to  believe  upon  the  declaration 
of  a  person,  who,  with  all  that  loyalty  and  attach* 
ment  which  she  expresses  to  your  Majesty,  and  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  with  all  her 
obligation  to  the  whole  Royal  Family,  (to  whom 
s)ie  expresses  herself  to  be  bound  by  ties  of  resr 
pKtful  regard  and  attachment  which  nothing  can 
ever  break ;)  with  all  her  dread  of  the  mischievous 
eonseqiiences  of  the  country,  which  might  arise, 
from  the  disputed  succession  to  the  Crown,  on  the 
pretensions  of  an  illigimsd;e  child  of  mine,  never*^ 
tfaeless  continued,  after  this  supposed  avowal  of 
fny  infamy,  and  my  crime,  after  my  supposed  ac* 
knoxvledgment  of  the  birth  of  this  child,  which  was 
to  occasion  all  this  mischief,  to  preserve,  for  near  a 
twelvemonth,  her  intimacy  and  apparent  friendship 
with  me*  Nay  for  two  years  more,  after  that  inti- 
macy had  ceased^  after  that  friendship  had  been 
broken  ofF,^  by  'my  alle^d  misbehaviour  to  her^ 
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^GtainvieA'ttf^  hitMvX  to  my  secret,  and  neirer  db* 
eioMid  it  till  (as  her  declaration  statea  it)  *'  Tte 
^-  Pfbcess'^  of  Wales  recomm^ided  a  fresh  torrent 
^*  cf  outrage  against  Sir  John ;  and  Sir  John  discos 
^vered  that  she  was  attempting  to  undermine  l»s 
^  and  Lady  Doogtas^s  character/* 
«  Those,  then,  who  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  whole  of  this  Narrative,  having  had  their  jea^ 
Iddsy  awakened  by  these  circumstances  to  the  im^ 
probahility  of  the  story,  and  to  the  discredit  of  the 
informer^  when  they  came,  to  observe,  how  mali* 
ctously  every  circumstance  that  imagination  could 
jAiggest,  as  most  calculated  to  make  a  woman  con«^ 
temptible  and  odious,  was  scraped  and  heaped  up 
together  in  this  Narrative,  must  surely  have  had 
liieir  eyes  opened  to  the  motives  of  my  accusers, 
and  their  minds  cautioned  against  giving  too  easy 
a  credit  to  their  acoisation,  when  they  found  my 
conversation  to  be  represented  as  most  loose,  and 
infomous ;  my  mind  onin^ructed  and  unwilling  to 
learn ;  my  language,  with  regard  to  your  Majesty 
and  the  whole  of  your  Royal  Family,  foully  disre- 
spectful and  offensive ;  and  all  my  manners  and 
habits  of  life  most  disgusting,  I  should  have  flat* 
tered  myself,  that  I  could  not  have  been,  in  cha-* 
racter,  so  wholly  unknown  to  them,  but  that  they 
'must  have  observed  a  spirit,  and  a  colouring  at 
least,  in  this  representation,  which  must  have 
proved  much  more  against  the  disposition,  and 
^dmracter  of  the  informers,    and  the  quality  of 

♦  See  Appendix^  p.$. 
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tkiir  inlimnation,  Aaa  «gaiast  the  perwQ  wtb9i  wjjiMi 
the  pbje<:t  of  tit^irdwrf^.  But  ^betty  in  udd^liftt^f 
tcr  all  this,  the  Declaration  states,^  that  I  hft^  ^b* 
respect  to  my  unfortunate  and  calaniitaiisk  9epw^*' 
ttod  from  His  Royal  Highness,  stated  that  I  hl^^ 
acknowledged  myself  to  have  boeo  the  tiggresMr, 
from  the  foegjuining,  and  myaelf  abqe;  and  «h^n 
it  further .  states,  that  if  any  other  wouftan  bad  90: 
played  and  sported  with  her  husbands  coaifort  add' 
popularity,  she  wcmid  have  been  turo^ld  imtjfxf  bW 
house,  or  left  alone  in  it,  and  have  de^erv^y  for- 
feited her  place  mjsociety  ;  and  further  stHb  wh^^.. 
alleging 'that  I  had  once  beendesifoua.of  prQCunng 
a  separation  from  ULs  Royal  Uighoess,  aoidt  h^^: 
pressed  fonner  Cliancellora  to  accomplish  thMk  pucr 
}>ose,  it  flippantly  adds,  that  f  '^  The  Qiaoc^r. 
may  now,  perhaps,  be  able  to  grant  her  r^iie^!' 
The  malicious  object  of  the  whole  must  surely  bfO^Q. 
been  niost  obvious* 

*  .For  supposing,  these  Acts  to  have  been  aU  tr^^; 
supposing  this  infamous  and  libellous  descriptioiii.oC 
my  character  had  been  nothing  but  a  correct  sind 
fitithful  representation  of  my  vices,  and  my  infa9i]r> 
would  it  not.  have  been  natural  to  have  asked-  \xk^ 
Ihey  were  introduced  into  this  Declar^tion.?{  Wha£ 
e£^t  could  they  have  had  upon  thQ/dt^r^  ^ 
ecime,  and  of  Adukery,.  which  it  .«»&  intendod^ift 
IKtablisfa?    Hit  was  only,  iaexe^ion  of^apMn?; 

ftA  duty,  which  a  sense  of  loyal^,  to  your.'  MlljQ^3^ 

« 
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mdf'ckiiii&aot.iD  tfad  uotoam^  (^:  (be  Prince  of 
l¥Uos^  at  le^th  rehictaotly  dt ew  from  tbem,  why 
tU'tlfis  mftiicipus  •ctompafiiioeat i*  ^^  Hjs  Royal 
H^^llQ•8s!^kldeed  ^ley  aay,  i'^ilobt^ 
eommunkaie  jtbe  whole,  ictrcmnistances  jol  tbcr  ac» 
^qfttabtaace  .with  aae,  irom  tiasidaey  they  .first  spoka 
mth«ie  liil  the  pftsent  time ; .  afiill^taii;  of.  allthat 
parsed idttaagour  acqudmtisaica^  abd /^ boRv they 
ibocaine  Imoam.  to  me, '.  k  appearing  te  Hia  lloj^al 
HighkiesSy  fram-  tiSie  jropreBen^tibn  a£  hU:  ttoyal 
Highness  the  Dcriee  o£  Sussex^  that  His  Majcatyfa 
deaivs^  interests,  aod.  those  of  this  comitcy^.  rr&A 
i(arx  dhq%'  intfirested  in  the;  queatiooy '  snd.  ^  :ihal 
he  particularly  commanded  tfaeoi  to  batecy.cii^ 
oanstantial :  in  their  d^ail^  .nspectiag  all.  they 
might  kaojT  rdativetaltechiUl  that  I  a&cteit. to 

c  l^t  ftom  the  Drhole  of  this  it  is  sufficiently  appai* 
rent)  .that  the  paisticulariti^  of  thia  detail  ^waa  requii» 
ed,  byi  his  ifis  Roya^  iSgbness^  in  respect  of  ma|>* 
ters  connected  with  that  question^  m  whiidi  the 
'dearest  interests  of  Youi^  Majesty  and  this  4:ountry 
M^ere  involved :  and-  not  of  chcamatanees  wbidi 
could' have  tto^  bearing  ot\  those  in ter^ssts*.  If  it  bad 
i^eeti  thefefare^  titles  &^'  I  ^ost  sollsmtnly  protest,  it 
i^  not,  that  T  hAd  in  the  confidence  of  private^  cxm^ 
^ersati6ti;  so' far  forgot^  all  s^nsc  of  decency,  loyail- 
ty;  and  gralHiide,'  as  t0  have  expres8.ed  mysirif  wicH 

jihat  disrespeief  of  y^r  Majesty,  wbidh  is  impcrted 

*>•••■  ^  \  •    •,         •    .  '.    '  ■     . 

...       ^  Sc;i?  Appendix,  p.  9P.  '     \, 


54 


to  me;— ^If  I  had  been  what  I  Mist? those  wb^iyrae 
lived  with  me,  or  ever  have  partaken  of  my  society^ 
would  not  confirm^  of  a  mind  so  uninformed  and 
nncoltivatcd,  witfaoul  education  or  talents^  or  witib* 
out  any  desire  of  improving  myself^  incapable  of 
employment,  of  a  temper  so  .fiuriotis  and  violeDt^ 
a&  altogether  to  form,  a  character^  which  no. one 
could  bear  to  live  witb,  who  had  the  means  of  Ikr^ 
ing  elsewhere ; — What  possiUe  progress  wtookl  att 
this  make  towards  provmg  thi^  I  was  gatttjr  of 
adultery?  Theses  and  such  like  iosidQaticHBs^  as 
false  as  they  are  .malicious,  could  never  have  proved 
crime  in  me,  however  manifestly  th^y  m^t  &pbrf 
tfie  maUce  of  my  accusers. 
/  Must  it ;  not, '  then,  have  occurred  to  any  oo^ 
who  had  seen  the  whole  of  this  Narrative^  if  the  mo* 
tive  of  my  accusers  was,  as  they  represent  it,  merdy 
that  of  good  patriots,  of  attached  and  loyal  subjects, 
bound,  in  execution  of  a  painful  duty,  imposed* 
upon  them  by  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  to  disclose,  in  detail,  all  the  facts  which  could 
establish  my  guilt,  that  these  circumstances  never 
would  have  made  a  part  of  their  detail  ?  But  on 
the  other  hand,  if  their  object  was  to  traduce  me ; — 
if,  falsely,  attributing  to  his  Royal  Highness,  sen^ 
timents  which  could  belong  to  no  generous  bosom> 
but  measuring  his  nature  by  their  own,  they 
tbicHigbt,  vainly  and  wickedly,  to  ingratiate  theni* 
selves  witb  him,  by  being  the  instruments  of  ac^ 
complishing  my  ruin ; — if  aiming  at  depriving  me 
of  my  rank  and  station,  or  of  driving  me  from  this 
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mavltFjt  (hey  deterauned  to  brng  fiirwini  a  chaiga^. 
ioifTr^ason  agiiast  me,  wJuch^  tiios^h  they  icnevr 
in  Ifaeir  consciences  it  wae  &l$e^  yet  they  oi^fc 
Iwpe  would  senre  at  least  as  a  cover,  aad  a  pf&p ' 
tence,  for  -suk^  ao  imputatioQ  upon  my  chancter, 
as^  renderiog  iny  life  kitoic^rabler  in  this  ooufttry, 
mi^tdriveme  to  seek  a  reEogem  anelber;*Mi^ 
tbe  b^ter  to  effectuate  tbis  puipose^  Ihey  had  re^ 
piresented  all  iny  mtslbrtuaes  as  my  fiualts,  and  mf 
£iLia}l»akQey<  drawn  an  odious  and  dii^ostii^fncttire 
of  oie,  to  eitinguish  every  sentimeDt  of  pity  and 
<iOHipass}on/ which;  in  the  geQerosity»  not  only  of 
your  Majesty's  royal  bosom,  and  of  liie  members 
of  your  Royal  Family,  but  of  all  tlie  inhabitants 
<^  your  kingdom,  might  arise  to  comnmerate 
the  uafortunate  situation  of  a  danger,  perse* 
cuted  under  a  charge  originating  in  their  malice ; — 
if,  for  this,  they  Sung  out,  that  I  had  justly  for- 

* 

fitted  my  station  in  society^  and  that  a  9q>aration 
from  my  husband  was,  what  I  myself  had  once 
wishedt  and  what  tbe  Chancellor  might  now,  perr 
baps,  procure  for  me ;— or,  if  in  shmt,  their  object 
was  to  obtain  my  condemnation  by  prejudice,  in 
flamed  by  falsehood,  wtich  never  could  be  ob- 
tained by  justice  informed  fay  trutii,  tlien  the 
whole  textuiie  of  the  dedarafion  is  consistent,  and 
it  b  wdl  contrived  and  executed  for  its  puiposeu 
But  it  is  strange,  that  its  purpose  should  have 
escaped  ^  detection  of  inteUigpit  and  impartial 
ttkids^  There  was  enoii^,  at  least,  to  haw  made 
^m  pause  before  they  gave  mcb  a  degree  of 


ef^  taltifco'rnadaas  of tbi^  tii>h^it^j 

tdftde'  tbem  t&e  foQuidalidns  «f:  99  iiapcMrlaat  aii4, 
dlfii^ve  a  step,  as  that  ef  adbriskig.  tbep»  to  |^  Ifii^; 
b^iTfe  yobr' Majesty.. 

' "  Avi^^  iodeed^  sqch  seeuns  to?  hetw  been  the  effoct^ 
which  this  declaratfda  atfisst  pifOduded.  B^c^se- 
if  itr  hsd  beeti^beliered ;.  the  (m\y  thing  to  bai/e  beei^ , 
diMie  (acoOr^ng  tor  1^  jiidgaieDt  of  the  GommH'^: 
sibners,)  wovVdl  hav6  beiti  tohav^e  laid  ttjoifnedit^ 
a'telybSfore  your  Majesty,  to  whoflfi/  upKMi  e^feryr 
principle  of  duty,  the  coinmcinicatidn  was  due»  Bcit^ 
the  declaration  was  made,  on  the  3rd  of  December,  • 
fn  the  last  year,  and  the  communication  was  ntif 
inade  to  your  Majesty  till  the  very  end  of  May.' 
And  that  interval  appears  to  have  been  employed^^ 

*   V  > 

in  collecting  those  other  additional  declarationfs, ' 

i^hicb  are  referred  to  in  the  Report,  and  which  yoiir 
Majesty  has  likewise  been  pleased,  by  your  gra- 
cious  commands,  to  have  communicated  to  me. 

These  additional  declarations  do  not,  I  submit,- 
appear  to  furnish  much  additional  reason  for  be-* 
Ueving  the  iqcredible.  story*  They  wei'e  taken  in- 
d^ei4*  "/pr  ^he  purpose,'*  (for  they  are  so  des-* 
0ri$d,f^  th|s  ifi'  the  title  which  is  pr^fijted  to  •  them 
liTftho  a)il^gQ^a;GQpie9jt  witbwliich  I  have  been 
finfiUied,^^'^  fi^r'tbe  pjarppge  c^  confirming  the 
^'^Mateaietticinade  by  I;ady  Douglas,,. of  the  cit>^ 
^*  cuais^nbesi  mentioned  in  her  naTyra^^"  tm^ 
they  are  the  exAmtnatioxis  of  tviH>  persotis;  who  apt 
pear  to  hav^  foffmevly  lived  in  the  :  fcHinly  of  Sif 
John  and  Lady  Douglas,  and  of  several  servants  of 

*  See  Appendix  (B)  No.  3, 
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t%]f.)U»m;{  tUsy  «re;fiikd  wkk  the^heaasay  detail?  of 
fttbdr;s§rvants'.  declaisituMis.  iAndonerof  them,  W. 
Qq}^,  ffteoms  toib£^ve:been  examined  over  and  over 
agftin4  :  No  less  than  four  of  bia  exammtions:  are 
giyejn,;  and  sooie  >o£  .these  ievidently  refer  to 
otibk^ .  examinatioDd  of  bis,  Mfhicb  are  not  given  at 

all*  ( .  i  V    •. .      «.  : 

These,  I  submit. to  your  Maj^ty,  are  rendered^ 
fr6ai  this  marked  circumstance,  particularly  unde- 
sex:ving  of  credit ; :  because  in  the  only  instance  in 
which  the.',  hearsay  statement,  related  to  one  ser* 
vant,  was  followed  by  the  examination  of  the  other^ 
who  was  stated  to  have  made  it,  (I  mean  an  instance 
in  which  Cole  relates  what  be  had.  heard  said  by 
F.  Lloyd)*  F.  Lloyd  does  not  appear  to  have  said 
any  such  thing,  or  even  to  have  heard  what  she  is, 
by  him,  related  to  have  said,  and '  she  relates  the 
fact  that  she  really  did  hear,  stripped  of  all  the 
particulars  with  .which  Cole  had  coloured  it,  and 
which  alone  made  it  in  any  degree  deserving  to  be 
mentioned.     Besides  this,  the  parents  of  the  child, 
which  is  ascribed  to  me  by  Lady  Douglas,  are 
plainly  pointed  out,  and  a  clue  is  aftbrded;  by  which, 
if  followed,  it  would  have  been  as  easy  to  have 
ascertained,  that  that  child  was  no  child  of  mine, 
(if  indeed  it  ever  had^  been  seriously  believed  to  be 
so)  and  to  hav<e  proved  whose  child  it  was,  before 
the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners,  as  it  haa^ 
b^en  found  tp  be  afterwards. 

*  Appendix  (B.)  No.  3. 
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:  :So  fiu;  tbenifoK  fr^  cooeurring  with  tfie  Coqi»^ 
mbsioiv^t  in  approving  the  advice,  under^bicb 
His  Royal  Highness  had  acted,  I  conceive  it  to 
have  been  at  least  cruel  and  inconsiderate^  to  have 
advised^e  transmission  of  such  a  charge  to  ytm, 
Majesty,  till  they  had  exhausted  all  the  nteaM 
which  private  inquiry  could  have  afforded,  to  as*^ 
cieitai^  Its  falsehood  or  ito  truth. 

And  when  it  iq)pears  that  it  w«s  not  tluHight 
necessary,  upoo  die  irst  statement  of  it^  pus  the 
Comimssioders  seem  to  iiave  imi^ned,  forthwith  to 
transfli^it  it  to  your  Majesty ;  but  it  was  retained 
for  niSMr  ^x  montfis,  from  the  beginning  of  De* 
cembet  til}  near  the  end  of  May;  what  is  due  to 
myself  obligea  me  te  atate,  that  if  there  h^d  but 
been,  in  that  intorval,  balf  the  induiftry  employed 
to  reiMoVe  suspicions,  which  was  exerted  to  raise 
tbem,  there  would  never  have  existed  a  oeces^ty 
for  trcubling  year  Majesty  whh  this  ehaige  at  alt 
I  beg  to  be  understood  as  imputing  this  solely  M 
tbe  edvice  given  Do  his  Royal  Highness.  He  mnst> 
^f  necessity,  have  left  the,  detail  and  the  detei^mina^ 
tion  upon  this  business  to  other«k.  And  it  is  evi« 
dent  to  me,  from  wh«t  I  no^  know>  that  his  Eoyai 
Highness  was  not  iairly  dealt  with ;  that  material 
infornnation  was  obtained,  to  dlspixyve  part  ef  (he 
case  against  me,  wbicfa>  not  appearing  inHd)e  deda* 
rations  that  were  transmitted  to  your  Majesty>  I 
conclude  was  never  conHnunicated  to  hid  Royal 
Higliness. 
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'  Feeftig,  Smp  atron^,  Ihtl  I  ha?e  «qch  U) 
ecai[rfain  of|  tiial  this  Ibul  chtrge  should  btoie  beed 
so  readily  credited  to  my  great  prejudice,  as  to 
imw  occasioned  tbat  adtke  to  be  giv«D^  whieh  re* 
coiniDCficked  the  tranMoiissioQ  of  it  to  your  )^j«tsty,' 
(wfao^  once  fonaally  in  possesdoo  of  it,  could  not 
frilto  subject  it  to  some  inquiry,  I  have  dwelt, 
perhaps,  at  a  tedious  leogA,  in  dbpuCing  the  pro* 
piiidty  of  the  Gommftssbi»r's  judgqient,  in  thus 
approTiDg  the  course  which  was  pursued.  And^ 
looking  to  the  event,  and  all  the  dranmstances 
eomiected  with  it,  piprfaaps  I  have  reason,  to  re- 
joice tbat^be  Inquiry  has  taicen  place.  Ear,  if  throe 
years  concealmeirt  of  my  supposed  crfane,  could 
nM  impeach  thd  cr?dit  of  my  accusers,  three  times 
that  period  nug^,ptriiaps^  bethoiigbt  to  have  left 
tiiat  credit  still  unimpaired*  And^  had  the  false 
cbii^ge  been  delayed  till  death,  had  taken  away  the 
real  parents  of  the  child,  wlbieh  Lady  Douglas 
charges  to  be  mine;  if  time  had  deprived  me  oi 
those  servants  and  attendants  who  have  been  able 
sD'foUyto  disprovetbe  fact  of  my  alleged  pi^g- 
nancy,  I  know  not  where  I  could  have  found  the 
meaara  ^  db|»roving  feds  and  charges,  so  £ilsely, 
so  confidently^  and  positively  swora  to^  as- those  to 
^hidk  Lady  i>ougla3  has  attested.  ;  < 

FoUowii^,  its  I  proposed,  the  eomrse  taken  in 
the  Report,  i  n^t  t^^me  t6  that  part  of  .it>  to  which* 
niiqueetiooably,  I  mast  necur  with  the  greatest  sa- 
tisfiEu:tion ;  because  it  is  tbat  part,  which  so  com- 
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pietely  absolves  me  of  every  possiUy  Buspicion, 
upon  the  two  material  charges,  of  pregnancy  and 
childbirth.  .  . :     -. 

The  Commissioners  state  in  their  Report,*  tbiat 
thsy  began  by  examining  ^^  on  oath  the  two.prin-* 
^^  cipal  informants, '^r  John  and  Lady  Douglas;  who 
^^  both  positively  swore,  the  former  to  his  having 
•^  observed  the  fact  of  pregnancy,  and:  the  latter  to 
*^  all :  the  important '  particulars  contained  in  her 
former  declaration,  >  and  above  referred  to.f 
Their  examinations  arc :  annexed  to  the  Report, 
*'  and  are  cilrcumstantial  and  positive." — The  most 
material  of  ^'^  the  allegations,  into  the.  troth  of  which 
they  had  ibeen  directed  to  inquire,  being  thus  far 
supported  by  the  oath  of  the  parties  from  whom 
"  they  had  proceeded,''  they  state^.Z*  that? they 
•^  felt  it  their  duty  to  follow  up. the  Inquiry  by. the 
^^  examination:  of  [such  other  persons,  as  they 
^^  judged  best  able  to  afford  them  information,  as 
"  to  the  facts  in  question."  "  We  thought  it," 
they  say,  ''  beyond  all  doubt,  that  in  this  course 
^^  of  Inquiry  many  particulars  must  be  learnt  which 
'^^  would  be  necessarily  cenchisive  on  the  truth  or 
^^  falsehood  of  these  declarations.  So  many  per- 
^^  sons  must  have  been. witnesses  to  the  appear^ 
^'  ances  of  an  actual  existing  pregnancy,  so  many 

V  drcumseaoees  must 'have  been  attendant  upon 
*^  a  real  delivery,  and  difficulties  so  numerous  and 

V  insurmountable  must  have  been  involved  in  any 

^  See  Rep.  p.  6.  t  See  Appendix  (A.)  p.  4,$^ 


&1 


^*  i^mpt  to  account  fw  tbe  infiBuit  in  qneBtmi^.aa 
^  the  child  of  another:  wonian^  if  it  had  been,  4a' 
'^  £iict,  the  child,  of  the  Princess ;  that  we  entertain*** 
'^  ed  a  full  and  confident  expectaticm  of  arriving  at 
"  complete  proof,    either'  in  the  affirmative,    or 
^'  negative  on  this  part  of  the  subject"    '^  This 
^'  expectation/'  they  proceed  to  state,  ^^  was  not 
^'  disappointed.      We  are  happy  to  declare  to 
^^  your  Ms9esty,  our  perfect  convidiou  that  there 
<^  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  beUeving  that  the 
^^  child  now  with  the  Princess,  is  the  child  of  Herr 
^'  Royal  Highness,  OF  that  she  was  ddiveced  of. 
^^  any  child  in  the  year .  1802  ;  jnor  has  any  thing: 
^^  appeared  to  us  which  would  warrant  the .  belief 
''*^at  she  was  pregnant  in  that  year,  or  at  any 
^^  Other  periods  within  the  compass  of  our  in- 
*^  quirfes.'^ — ^They  then  .  proceed,  to  refer  to  the 
circumstantial  evidence,  by  which  they  state  that 
it  ivas  proved  that  the  child  was,  beyond  all  doubt, 
born  in  Brownlow-^street  Hospital,  on  11th  July,^ 
t803,  of  the  body  of  Sophia  Austin,  and  brou^t 
,  to  my  house  in  the  month  of  .November  following. 
— **  Neither  should  we,'V  they  add,  "  te  more 
'^  warranted  in  expressing  any. doubt  respecting 
^^  the  alleged  pregnancy  of  the  Prinoess,' as. stated. 
"  in  the  original  declarations;  a. fact  so  fully  con- 
^[  tradicted,  and  by  so  many  witnesses,  to  whom, ' 
^'  if  true,  it.mus^  ;in  various  ways,  have  been. 
'^  known,  that  we  cannot  think  it  ^titled  to  the : 
*^  smallest  credit/'    Then,  after  stating  that  they 
have  annexed  the  depositions  from  which  they  have 
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oollecteii  tiicae  opkiioin,:  they  adbl^^^  We  bttmbly 
^f  o&n  tb  your  Mc^ty  our  clear  and  bnaoimiiuflf 
^^^  jodginent  upon  tbem,  formed  on  full  ddibemtiMy 
^f  aod  pronoiiBced  without  hesitalioD,  on  the  rtouUf 
^  of  Ae  whole  Inq«iry.'* 

.    Thed^   two   most   importaot   facts^  therefore,' 
\»}iich  M-e'cbatrged  agfloostme,  being  so  fatty,  and' 
satisfiurtorily,  disposed  of,  by  the  unaniinoui  and 
dear  Jodgnocnt  of  the  Commisaioners ;  bek^  so 
fttUy  and  comf^etely  ditptored  by  the  evidedoe 
whiek  the  ConiiniBsi<Hiers  collected,  I  migbt»  per* 
baps^  in  your  Majerty's  judgmentj  appear  Well  jos-^ 
ti^d  in  passiog  Ibem  by  wiUmut  any  observation 
of  flnJne.-^-'fiiit  thoi^  the  observations  wbiohi  I 
shall  asake,  shall  be  vmy  fow,  yet  I  cannot  forblBar 
jcmt  dwallifig  upao  tins  paft  of  the  daaei  for  a;  fow 
minutely ;  beeaate,  if  I  do  not  much  deceive  myself, 
upoA  c^very  principle  which  can  gowrii  the  buDMii 
mind,  in  the  in'vestigation  of  the  troth  df  any  cbargej 
the  fate  of  this  pait  c^  die  accusation  must  have* 
decii^e  weight  upon  die  d^tenmnation  of  the  re** 
makider. — I,  therefore,  must  beg  to  remark,  that 
Sir  John  Douglas*  swears  to  my  havii^  appeared, 
some  time  after  our  acquaihtanoe  had  commenced; 
to  be  with  dbiid,  and  thist  one  day  I  leaned  on  the 
sols,  and  put  my  hmd  upon  my  stoinadh,  and  said, 
*^  Sir  John,  I  shall  never  be  Queen  of  England,'' 
and  be  s^,  ^^  Not  if  you  doi^'t  deserve  it,"  and  I 
seemed  angry  at  first. 


^  Si^  Appsodix  (A^ff  ii 
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Tins,  omversi^oi^  I  •pwebeoi!,  H  k  fautltt 
)e«3trditiott  to  the  subject  on  which  Sk  John  was 
examined,  must  be  given  for  the  purpose  of  iiisi«* 
fiuattag  tb^t  I  mttde  an  aUosion  to  my  pregDaticy, 
as  if  there  was  a  sort  of  uaderstaadiiig  between  him 
aiMi  aie  upon  the  subyect^  and  that  he  made  me 
angpy,  by  an  expression  whieh  implied,  that  what 
I  alluded  to  would  Ibrfeit  uy  xi^  to  be  Queen  of 
England.— If  this  is  not  the  mieaning  wbkh  Sir 
John  intends  ta  he  anoexed  to  this  cxmversation^  I 
am  peijfectly  at  a  1cm  txrbonceive  what  he  cQn.ia* 
tend  it  to  convey.^ — Whether  at  any  time^  when  I 
may  hate  felt  myself  unwell,  I  may  haiie  ueed  the 
expression,  which  he  here  imputes  tQ  me^  my  me^ 
fofory  will  not  enable  m^  with  the  least  degree  of 
flertamty,  to  stale*     The  words  themselvas  seem 
to  me  to  be  perfectly  imiocttt;  and  the  action  of 
kyipg  my  hand  npoo  my  breast,  if  <90ca8Joned  by 
any  «n8e  of  iptaiMl  pain  at  the  moment,  nd(her 
imnatural,  nor,  as  it  appeam  to  m^  in  any  way 
censundile.      But  Ifaat  I  could  have  used  these 
words,  iDteading  to  convey  to  Sir  John  Dpuglas 
the  Qieaning,  which  I  suppose  him  to  insinuate^ 
48urpasses  all  human  tmduitty.  to  believe.     I  cojuid 
mot,  however,  ibrbear.  to  notice  this. passage  in  Sir 
Joha^s  examination)  because  it  must  serve  to  d€»- 
monsmate  to  yoHar  Ma^^ty^  bow  ^vords  intbeni^ 
iselves  most^  ipnooent^  are  endeovouned  to  be  iof^ 
tared,  by  being  brought  into  the  context  with  his 
lopmioa  of  my  pregnancy,  to  convey  a  toeaning 
fMit  <oontrary  to  that,  which  i  oould  by  poa^Uiiy 
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b$»e  iQteDdedr'to  cmvey,  ^uj^rwfaich  it  was  beces^ 
sary  tbatbe  should  imputeHo  mei  to  gi?e  the  bfettet 
colour  to  this  false  accusation.     ti 
.    As  to.  Sir  John   Dpu^as,  however,    when  hi 
swears  to  the  appearance  of  my  pregnancr^j  iie  pos^ 
sibly  might  be  only  mistaken.    Not  that- that  liiis*^- 
take  will  excuse  or  dimimsh  the  guilt  of  so-scai^* 
ious  a  falsehood  upon  oath.  .  But  for  Lady  Douglas> 
there  cannot  be  oven  suchian  excuse.  .  Independent 
of  aU  those  extravagant  confessions  which  Mie  false^ 
Jyirepvesents  me  to  have  m&de^  she  states,  upon  her 
own  bbsf^nration  and  knowledge,  that  I  was  preg- 
nant in^the  year  1802.     Now,  in  the  liabits  of  in- 
tercouirseaod  intimacy,  .with  which  I  certamly  did 
Jive  with  her, !  at  that  time,  she  could  not  be  mis* 
taken  as  to :  that  ftict.  <  It  is*  impossible,  theri^r^ 
tfaat^  in  SMTOtring  ppsitively  to .  that  fact, '  which,  is  so 
positively  :dtspr6vedy.  she  can  fail  toappear.  to  youir 
Majesty. to  be  wilfully  and  deliberately  foreaworm 
As  to  the  conversations  which  she  asserts  to  have 
passed  between  us,  I  am  well  aware, .  thieit  those 
who  prefer  her  word  to  mine,  will  not  be  satisfied 
to  disbelieve  her  upon  my  bare  denial;  nor,  per- 
baps,  upon  the  imprqbabili^  and  extravagance  of 
ihe  supposed  conversations  themselves.     But  as  to 
the  facts  of  pregnancy  and  dellivery,  which  are 
proved  .to  be  false,  in .  the  words  of  the  Report^ 
^  by  so  many  witnesses,  to  whom,  if  true,  they 
/^  must  in  various  ways  :have  boen  known^"   b0 
:person  living  can  doubt,  that  the  crime  of  adultei^' 
and  treasofi,  as  proved  by  those  fatit^  has  beeaafe* 
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tertpted  to  be  fixed  upon  me,  by  the  *  deftberdt^ 
ftnd  wilful  falsehood  of  this  my  most  forward  ad-* 
ibuser.  And  when  it  is  once  estctblislied,  as  it  is,* 
that  my  pregnancy  and  delivery  are  all  Sir  John  and 
Lady  Douglas's  invention,  I  should  imagine  thai 
tiiy  confessions  of  a  pregnancy  Which  never  exist- 
ed^; my  confession  of  a  delivery  which  never  took 
place ;  my  confession  of  having  suckled  a  child 
which  I  never  bore,  will  hardly  be  believed  upon 
the  credit  of  her  testimony.  The  credit  of  Lady 
t)ouglas,  therefore,  ^  being  thus  destroyed,  I  trust 
your  Majesty  will  think  that  I  ought  to  scorn  to 
answer  to  any  thing  which  her  examination  may 
contain,  except  so  far  as  there  may  appear  to  be 
any  additional  and  concurrent  evidence  to  sup- 
port it.       ' 

TTiis  brings  me  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  Re- 
port, which  I  read,  I  do  assure  your  Majesty,  with 
k  degree  of  astonishment  and  surprise,  that  I  know 
not  how  to  express.  How  the  Commissioners 
could,- upon  such  evidence>  from  such  witnesses, 
upon  jsuch  an  information,  and  in  such  an  €j:  parte 
proceeding,  before  I  had  had  the  possibility  of  be- 
ing heard,  not  only  suffer  themselves  to  form  such 
an  opinion,  but  to  report  it  to  your  Majesty,  with 
all  the  weight  and  authority  of  their  great  names,  I 
am  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  Their  great* 
official  and  judicial  occupations,  no  doubt,  pre-' 
vented  that  full  attention  to  the  subject  which  it  re- 
quired. But  I  am  not  surely  without  just  grounds 
of  complaint,  if  they  proceeded  to  pronounce  aii 
opinion  upon  my  character,  without  all  that  consir 
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deratioii  end  attention,  which  the  importance  of  it 
to  the  peace  of  your  Majesty ^s  mind,  to  the  honour 
of  your  Royal  Family,  and  the  reputation  of  tb(^ 
Princess  of  Wales,  seem,  indispensably,  to, have 
demanded. 

In  the  part  of  the  Report  already  referred  to, 
the  particulars  of  the  charge,  exclusive  of  thos^ 
two  important  facts,  ^hich  have  been  so  satis- 
iactorily  disposed  of,  are,*  as  I  have  already  ob- 
served, variously  described  by  the  Commissioners ; 
as,  ^'  matters  of  great  impropriety  and  indecency 
"  of  behaviour  ;'*  as,  "  other  particulars  in  them- 
**  selves  extremely  suspicious,  and  still  more  so,^ 
^^  ^hen  connected  with  the  assertions  already 
*^  mentioned;"  and  as  **  points  of  the  ^aipe  na- 
^'ture,  though  coming  to  a  much  less  ei^tent" 
But  they  do  n6t  become  the  subject  of  particular 
attention  in  the  Report,  till  after  the  Commission- 
ers bad  concluded  that  part  of  ili,  in  which  they 
give  so  decisive  an  opinion  against  the  truth  of  the 
charge  upon  the  two  material  £kcts»  They  tlien 
proceed  to  stale — 

'*  That  they  cannot  close  thVir  Report  there,** 
much  as  they  coukl  wish  it ;  that  besides  the  alle* 
gations  of  the  pregnancy  and  delivery  of  the  Prin- 
cess, those  declarations  on  the  whole  of  which 
your  Majesty  had  required  their  Inquiry  and  Re- 
port;^ contain  other  particulars  respecting  the 
conduct  of  Her  Royal  Highness^  such  as  must^^ 
especially  considering  her  exalted  rank  and  stU'^, 
tion^  necessarily  give  occassion  to  very  unfavour- 
jibte  interpretations.    That  from  various  deposi- 
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tioBs  and  proofs  ahneied  to  their  Report,  particu* 
larly  from  the  examination  of  Robert  Bidgood, 
W.  Cole,  F.  Lioydj  and  Mrs  Lisle,  several  strong 
circumstances  of  this  description,  have  been  posi- 
tively 8worh  to,  by  witnesses,  who  cannot  in  the 
Judgment  of  the  Commissioners,  be  suspected  of 
any  unfavourable  bias,  and  whose  veracity  in  this 
RESPECT,  they  had  seen  no  ground  to  question.*^ 
They  then  state  that  "  on  the  precise  bearing  and 
teffect  of  the  facts,  thus  appearing,  it  is  not  for 
them  to  decide,  these  they  submit  to  your  Majes- 
ty's M^isdom.     But  they  conceive  it  to  be  their  dnty 
to  report  on  this  part  of  the  Inquiry,  as  distinctly 
jas  on  the  former  facts ;  that  as,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  facts  of  pregnancy  and  delivery  are,,  in  their 
minds,  satisfactorily  disproved,  so  on  the  other  hand 
they  think,  that  the  circumstances  to  which  they 
now  refer,  particularly  those  stated  to  have  pass- 
ed  between  Her  Royal  Highness,  and  Captain 
Manby,  must  be  credited  until  they  shall  re^ 
ceive  some  decisive  contradiction,  and  if  true, 
are  justly  entitled  to  the  most  serious  considera^ 
tion:' 

Your  Majesty  will  not  fail  to  observe  that  the 
Comniissioners  have  entered  into  the  examination 
of  this  part  of  the  case,  and  have  reported  trpon  it 
not  merely  as  evidence  in  confirmation  of  th' 
charges  of  pregnancy  and  delivery,  which  they  hav 
completely  negatived  and  disposed  of,  but  as  con 
taining  substantive  matters  of  charge,  in  itself.- 
That  they  consider  it,  indeed,  as  relating  to  poin  ^ 
^^  of  the  same  nature,  tnit  "going  to  a  much  le 
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'^  extent,"  not,  thcrefoFC,  as  constituting  actual 
crime,  but  as  amounting  to  ^*  .improprieUfs  and 
^*  indecencies  of  behaviour,  aggravated  by  the  jBXr 
"  alted  rank  which  I  ho}d,"  as  "  occasioning  unfar 
"  vourable  interpretations,"  and  as  "entitled  to 
"  the  most  serious  consideration."  And  whett 
they  also  state  that  it  is  not  for  them  to  decide  on 
their  precise  bearing  and  effect,  I  think  I  am  jus- 
titled  in  concluding  thsit  they  could  not  class 
them  under  any  known  head  of  crime] .  as,  in 
that  case,  upon  their  bearing  and  effect  they  would 
jiot  have  been  fully  competent  to  have  prot* 
nounce^. 

I  have,  to  a  degree,  already  stated  to  your 
Majesty,  the  unprecedented  hardship  to  which  I 
ronceivc  myself  to  have  t)eea  exposed,  by  this  e^ 
parte  Inquiry  into  the  decorum  of  my  privatecon- 
duct,  I  have  already  stated  the  prejudice  donjS 
to  my  character,  by  this  recorded  censure,  from 
•which  I  can  have  no  appeal;  and  I  press  these  con- 
siderations no  further  upon  your  Majesty,  at  pre- 
sent, than  to  point  out,  in  passing  thjs  part  of ,  the 
Report,  the  just  foundations  which  it  affords  qje 
for  making  the  complaint 

Your  Majesty  will  also,  I  am  persuaded,  not  fail 
to  remark^ the  strange  obscurity  and  reserve,  the 
mysterious  darkness,  with  which  thp  Report  here 
^expresses  itself ;  and  every  one  roust^  fepl  how, this 
aggravates  the  severity  and  cruelty  of  the  censure, 
by  rendering  it  •impo3sible  distinctly  and  specifi- 
cally to  meet  it.  The  Commissioners  stat^,  indeed,  i 
tbaV  s^onr^e  things  ape   proved  agaigst  me,  which 
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lUQst  tie  credited  till  they  shall  receive  a  decisive 
jEontradictito/  but  what  those  things  are  tbey  do 
not  state,  .  They  are  "  particulars  and  circumstan- 
**  ces   which,   especially  considering   my  exalted 
*'  rank,  must  give  -occasion  to  the  most  unfavour- 
^  able   interpretations.     They  are  several  strong 
^'  circumstances  of  this  description,"   "  they  are, 
^'  if  true,  justly  deserving  of  most  serious  consi- 
/'  deration,"  and  they  "  must  bo  credited  till  de- 
^*  cidedly  contradicted/*    But  what  are  these  cir- 
cumstances?   What  are  these   deeds    without   a 
name  ?     Was  there  ever  a  charge  so  framed  ? 
iWas.  ever  any  one  put  to  answer  any  charge,  and 
decidedly  to .  contradict  it,  or  submit  to  have;  it 
icredited;  against  him,  which  was  conceived  in  such 
,  terms,  without  the  means  of  ascertaining  what  these 
;things;are,  except  as  conjecture  may  enable  me  to 
•surmise,  to  what  parts  of  the  exaniinations  of  the 
four,  witnesses  on  whom  they  particularly  rely,  they 
,attach  the  importance  and  the  weight  which  seem  to 
them  to  justify  these  dark  and  ambiguous  censures 
on  my  coiiduct?  But  such  as  tliey  are,  and  whatever 
they  may  be,  they  must,  your  Majesty  is  told,  be 
credited  unless  they  are  decidedly  contradicted. 
,  Circumstances,    respecting    Captain    Manby, 
indeed  are '  particularized  ;    but  referring,  to  the 
depositions '-  which   apply  to  him,    they  -  contain 
.  much  matter  of  opinion,  of  hearsay,  of  snspicioti, 
.  Are  these' hearsays,  are  these  opinions,  are  these 
Auspicious,  .  imd   conjectures  of  these  witnesses, 
to  be  believed  against  me,  unless  decidedly  con^ 
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tradkted?  How  can  I  decidedly  contradict  andCber 
person's  opinion  ?  I  may  reason  against  its  justice, 
but  bow  can  I  contradict  it  ?  Or  how  can  I  deci- 
dedly contradict  any  thing  which  is  hot  precisely 
specified,  nor  distinctly  known  to  me  ? 

Your  Majesty  will  also  observe  that  the  Rcpolrt 
states  that  it  is  not  for  the  Commissioners  to  decidk 
upon  the  bearing  and  effect  of  these  fact^;  these  are 
left  for  your  Majesty's  decision.  But  they  add  thsft 
if  true,  they  are  justly  entitled  to  the  most  serioCfs 
consideration.  I  cannot,  Sire,  but  collect  from 
these  passages,  an  intimation  that  some  further  pro* 
ceedings  may  be  meditated.  And  perhaps,  if  I 
acted  with  perfect  prudence^  seeing  how  mueh  r^ 
son  I  have  to  fear,  from  the  fabrications  of  falsehood 
I  00^  to  hhve  waited  till  I  knew  what  cours^^ 
divil;  or  criminal  yoUr  Majesty  might  be  advised 
to  pursue  before  I  offered  any  observations  or  ati- 
swer.  To  this  alternative  however  I  am  driven. 
I  must  either  remain  silent,  and  reserve'my  defence, 
leaving  tiie  imputation  to  operate  most  injulriousfy 
and  fatally  to  my  character;  or  I  mdst,'  by  entering 
into  a  defence  against  so  extended  a  chairge^  expose 
myself  with  much  greater  hazard  to  any  future  at** 
tacks.  But  the  fear  of  possible  danger,  to  arise  from 
the  perverted  interpretation  of  my  answer,  cannot 
induce  me  to  acquiesce  under  the  certain  mischief 
of  the  unjust  censure  and  judgment  which  stands 
against  me,  as  it  were,  recorded  in  this  Report^ 
i  shall  therefore,  at  whatever  hazard,  proceed  to 
•Mbmi>  to  your  majesty^  in  whose  justice  I  huve 
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(be  mist  aalHsfaelory  retianee,  my  torarer  iisu)  ^S 
observations  opqn  tbis  part  of  the  case. 

And  here;  Sire^  I  cannot  forbear  again  presume 
ipg  to  state  to  Your  Majesty,  that  it  is  not  a  litdc 
hard,  that  the  Commissioners  (irho  state,  in  the 
beginning  of  tlyir  Report,  that  certain  particulars, 
In  themselves,  extremely  auspicious,  were,  in  the 
judgment,  which  they  had  fonned  upon  them,  be-' 
fore  they  entered  into  the  particulars  of  the  Inquiry, 
rendered  still  more  suspicious  from  being  connnect*- 
ed  ^ith  the  assertion  of  pregnancy  and  delivery,) 
should  have  made  no  observation  upon  the  degree^ 
in  which  that  suspicion  must  be  proportionably 
abatedj  when  those  assertions  of  pre|^ancy  and 
j^elivery^  have  been  completely  f^tlsii^ed  aqd  di^ 
proved ;  that  they  should  make  no  remark  upo9  th^ 
lact,  that  all  the  witnesses,  (with  the  exceptmi  of 
Mrs«  Li$lef)  Oik  whom  they  specifically  rely,  were, 
^vety  one  «f  then^  brought  forward  by  the  pniir 
cipal  informers,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  Hbt 
iaise  staleaient  of  Lady  Dou^M ;  that  they  are  thp^ 
Mritoesses  therefom  of  persont)  wbom,  after  tb9 
complete  falsification  of  tiMr  charge,  X  am  justified 
in  describing  ai  conspirators,  ^ho  have  been  detec- 
ted, in  supporting  their  conspiracy  by  their  own 
perjury.     And  surely  where  a  conspiracy,  to  fix  a 
charge  upon  an  individual,  has  b^en  plainly  detect*- 
pd,  the  witnesses  of  those  who  have  been  so  detect- 
ed in  that  conspiracy,— -witnesses  that  are  brought 
forward  to  support  this  false  charge,  cannot  stand 
iptherwise  than  considerably  affected  in  their  credit^ 
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by  tbrir  cdxmection  with  those  who  are  detected  iU 
that  conspiracy.  But  instead  of  poiotibg  out  thb 
cjurcuoistance,  as  calliog,  at  ieasti  for  some  degree 
of  caution  and  reserve,  in  considering  the  testimony 
of  these  witnesses,  the  Report  on  the  contrary, 
holds  them  up  as  worthy  of  particular  credit, .  as 
witnesses,  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commis« 
sioners,  cannot  be  suspected  of  unfavourable  bias  : 
whose  veracity,  in  that  respect,  they  have  seen  no 
ground  to  question ;  and  who  must  be  credited  till 
they  receive  some  decided  contradiction. 

Now,  Sire,  I  feel  the  fullest  confidence  that  t 
shall  prove  to  your  Majesty's  most  perfect  satis- 
faction, that  all  of  these  witnesses  (of  course  I 
still  exclude  Mrs.  Lisle)  are  under  the  influence, 
^nd  exhibit  the  symptoms  of  the  most  unfavoura-^ 
ble  bias ;— that  their  veracity  is,  in  every  respect, 
to  be  doubted; — and  that  they  cannot,  by  any 
candid  and  attentive  mind,  be  deemed  worthy  of 
the  least  degree  of  credit,  upon  this«  charge,  your 
Majesty  will  easily  conceive,  bow.  great  my  sur- 
prise and  astonishment  must  have,  been,  at  this 
part  of  the  Report.  I  am  indeed  a  little  at  a  loss 
to  know,  whether!  understand  the  passage, -which 
I  have  i^ited  from  the  Report.  *^  The  witnesses 
'^  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners  are  not 
''  to  be  suspected  of  unfavourable  bias,  and  their 
"  veracity  in  that  respect  they  have  seen  no  reason 
^'  to  question."  What  is  meant  by  their  having 
seen  no  reason  to  suspect  their  veracity  in  that 
respect?   Do  they  mean,  what  the  qualification 
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seems,  to  imply,  that  they  have  sera  reason  'to 
quesUon  it  in  other  respects?  Is  it! meant  to  be 
in^uated  that  Xhey  saw  reason  to  question  their 
veracity,  not  in  respect  of  an  imfavourable  biaS; 
but  of  a  bias  in  my  favour  ?  I  cannot '  impute  to 
them  such  an  insinuation,  because  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  Commissioners  would  never  have  intended 
to  insinuate  any  thing'so  directly  contrary  to  the 
truth. 

The  witnesses  specifically  pointed  out,  as  thus 
particularly  deserving  of  credit,  are  *W.  Cole, 
)|R.  Bidgood,  tF.  Lloyd,  and  JMrs.  Lisle.  With 
respect  to  Mrs.  Lisle,  I  trust  your  Majesty  will 
permit  me  to  make  my  observations  upon,  her 
examination,  as  distinctly  and  separately,  as  I 
possibly  can,  from  the  others.  Because,  as  I  ever 
had,  and  have  now,  as  much  as  ever,  the  inost 
perfect  respejct  for  Mrs.  Lisle,  I  would  avoid  the 
possibility  of  having  it  imagined  that  such  obser- 
vations, as  I  shall  be  under  the  absolute  necessity 
of  making,  upon  the  other  %vitnesses,  could  be  in- 
tended, in  any  d^ree,  to  be  applied  to  her. 

With  respect  to  Cole,  Bidgood,  and  Lloyd, 
they  have  all  lived  in  their  places,  for  a  long  time  ; 
they  had  lived  with  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales  before  he  married,    and   wero 
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appoiatad  fay  ium  to  eiliiatbnt  idxxnt  me ;  Cole 
aad  Uoyd  imniediately  upon  my  marriage,  end 
BMgood  very  chortly  mfterwarda.  I  know  not 
wfaetber  from  tbit  cireumstaaoe  they  may  consider 
themselvee  as  not  owing  tiiat  undivided  duty  and 
regard  to  me,  which  sertantt  of  my  oven  ap|K»nt-» 
ment,  might  posaibly  have  felt ;  [but  if  I  knew 
nothing  fnore  of  liiem  d»n  that  they  had  contented 
to  be  voluntarily  examined,  for  the  purpose  of 
aupportiog  the  statement  of  Lady  Dongas  on  a 
charge .  so  deeply  ft&ctiag  my  honour,  witbeitt 
oommuoicating  to  me  the  fact  of  such  examiaatio^ 
your  Majesty  would  not,  I  am  sure,  be  surpcised  to 
find,  thfstlaaw,  in  lliat  eircumstanoe.  akme,  suffix 
cient  to  raise  fo»ie  suspicions  of  an  unfavourabte 
bias,  fiut'  wfam  I  £nd  Cole,  partiqularly,  sub* 
mitting  to  this  secnet  aad  vohmtary  examinatioo 
against  me,  no  less  tbaajfi»<r  times,  wd  when  ) 
feoind^  during  the  pendency  of  this  Inquiry  beiom 
the  Commissionerfii,  that  one  of  them,  R.  Sidgood^ 
MiMs  SO  fiur  eaoneeled,  and  in  league,  with  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Douglas,  as  to  have  cpmiBuqieatioo 
with  the  ktter,  I  thought  I  saw  the  piPQof  of  such 
decided  hostility  and  oepfederacy  againd;  me,  that 
i  lelt  obliged  to  c^der  the  discontiauaiice  of  his 
attendance  at  my  boose  till  further  orders.  Of 
the  real  bias  of  their  minds,  however,  with  respect 
to  me,  your  Majesty  will  be  better  able  to  judge 
from  the  consideration  pf  \}mv  !e,>(idpnce. 

The  imputations  wi[ikii  I  colli^t  to  be  considered 
as  cast  upon  me  by  these- several  witnesses,  are  too 
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great  fkmffimitjr  and  intimacy  with  sevMlf  gehtle^* 
men, — Sir  Sidney  Smitbi  Mr.  Lawrence,  Cftptttdr 
Manby,  and  I  know  not  whetliper  the  same  are  not 
meant  to  be  extended  to  Lord  Hood^  Mr.  Cbester, 
ainl  Captain  More. 

With  yoor  Majesty's  permission,  therefore,  I 
will  examine  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses,  as* 
they  respect  these  several  gentlemen,  in  their  order, 
keeping  the  evidence,  which  is  applicable  to  each 
case,  as  dbtinct  from  the  others  as  I  can. 

And  I  will  be^n  with  those  which  respect  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  as  heis  the  person  first  mentioned  iit 
the  deposition  of  W.  G>le. 

W.  Cole  says,*  ''  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  first 
visited  at  Montague  House  *  i^  1809 ;  that  ho 
observed  that  the  Princess  was  too  familiar  with 
Sir  Sidney  Smith.  One  day,  bethinks  in  Febru<» 
ary,  be  (Cole)  carried  into  the  ERoe  Room  to  the 
Princess  some  sand  Heches  which  she  bad  order* 
ed,  and  was  surprised  to  see  that  Sir  Sidney  was 
there.  He  must  have  come  in  from  the  Park.  If 
he  bad  been  let  in  from  Blackheatb,  he  musrt  have 
l^sed^rough  the  room  m  which  he  (Cole)  was 
waiting.  When  he  had  left  the  sandwidies  be 
returned,  after  some  time,  into  the  room>  and 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  sitting  very  clost'  to  the 
Princess  On  the  softi;  He  (Cole)  looked  at  her 
Royal  Hi^ness,  she  cau^t  his  eye,  and  saw  that 
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be  noticed  the  manner  in  which  they  were  sitting 
together,  they  appeared  both  a  little  confused." 

R.  Bidgood  says  also,  in  his  deposition^  on  the 
6th  of  June,  (for  he^was  examined  twice)  "  that 
it  was  early  in  1 802  that  he  first  observed  Sir  Sid- 
ney Smith  come  to  Montague  House.  He  used 
to  stay  Yery  late  at  night ;  he  had  seen  him  early 
in  the  morning  there  ;  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock. 
He  was  at  Sir  John  Douglas's  and  was  in  the  ha- 
bit,  as  well  as  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  of  din- 
ing or  having  luncheon,  or  supping  there  every 
day-  He  saw  Sir  Sidney  Smith  one  day  in  180S 
in  the  Blue  Room,  about  1 1  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, which  was  full  two  hours  before  they  expected 
ever  to  see  company.  He  asked  the  servants  why 
they  did  not  let  him  know  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was 
there;  the  footmen  told  him  that  they  had  let  no 
person  in.  There  was  a  private  door  to  the  Park, 
by  which  he  might  have  come  in  if  he  had  a  key 
to  it,  and  have  got  into  the  Blue  Room  without 
any  of  the  servants  perceiving  him.  And  in  his 
second  deposition,  taken  on  the  3rd  of  July,  he 
says  he  lived  at  Montague  House  when  Sir  Sidney 
came.  Her  (the  Princess's)  manner  with  him  ap- 
peared very  familiarj  she  appeared  very  attentive, 
to  him,  but  he  did  not  suspect  atiy  thing  further. 
Mrs.  Lisle  says  that  the  Princess  at  one  time 
appeared  to  like  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas* 
^  **  I  have  see«  Sir  Sidney  Smith  there  very  late  in  ' 
the  evening,  but  not  alone  with  the  PrincesSv    I 
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have  no  reason  to.  suspect  he  hitd  a  key  of  the 
Park  gate;  I  never  heard. of  any  body  being  found  > 
wandering  about  at  Blackheatb." 

Fanny  Lloyd  does  opt  mention  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
in  her  deposition. 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  evidence  then^  which 
is  the  whole  that  respects  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  in  any. 
of  these  depositions  (except  some  particular  pas-, 
sages  in  Cole's  evidence  which  are  so  important 
as  to  require  very  particular  and  distinct  state- 
ment) I  would  request  your  Majesty  to  understand 
that, .  with  respect,  to  the  fact  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith's 
visiting  frequently  at  Montague  House,  both  with 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  and  without  them ; 
with  respect  to .  his .  being  frequently  there,  at 
luncheon,  dinneri  and.supper;  and  staying  with 
the  rest  of  the  company  till  twelve^  one  o'clock,  or 
even  sometimes  later,   if  these  are  some  of  the> 
facts  ^^  which  must  give  occasion  to  unfavourable 
"  interpretations,  and  must  be  credited  till  they 
"  are  .  contradicted ;''    they  are  facts,  which  I 
never  can  contradict,  for  they  are  perfectly  true. 
And  I  trust  it  will  imply   the  confession  of  no 
giiilt,  to  ^  admit  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith's  conver- 
sation, his  account  of  the  various  and  extraordi- 
nary events,   and  heroic  achievenients  in .  which 
he  had  ^been  concerned,  amused  and  interested 
me;  and  the  circumstance  of  bis  living  so  much 
with  his  friends.  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,. in 
my  .  neighbourhood   on   Blackheath,  ,  gave  .^  the 
opportpnity  of  his  increasing  his.  acquaintance 
with  me. 
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rit  Ilappeded  dso  that  lArattUsiMM  I  fitted  tiffed 
at  your  Mitfesty  may  have  ob8eT?ed>  ooe  of  the. 
rooms  in  my  house  after  the  fashion  of  a  Tuckaeb 
Tent«    Sir  Sidney  f uynisbed  me  with  a  pattern 
for  it,  in  a  drawing  of  the  Tent  of  Murat  Bey, 
which  be  bad  brought  over  with  him  from  Egypt. 
And  he    taught    me    how   to    draw    Egyptian, 
Arabe6ques>  which  were  necessary  for  the  or* 
naments  of  the  ceiling ;  this  may  have  occasion*^ 
ed>  while  that  room  was  fitting  up,  several  vi-' 
sits^  and  possibly  some^  though  1  do  not  recede: 
lect  them,  as  early  in  the  morning  as  Mr.  Bid** 
good  mentions*    I  believe  also  that  it  has  hap*- 
pened  more  than  once>  that,   walking  with  my 
ladies  in  the  Park,  we  have  met  Sir  Sidney 
Smithy  and  that  he  baa  come  m%  with  us,  threni^' 
the  gate  from  the  Park.    My  ladies  may  havs; 
gone  up  to  take  off  tiieir  cloaks,  or  to  dress,  and 
have  left  me  alone  with  him ;  and,  at  some  one 
of  these  times^  it  may  very  posttbly  have  hap* 
pened  that  Mr.  Cole,  and  Mr.  Bidgood  nmf 
have  seen  him>   when  he  has  not  come  throu^ 
the  waiting-room,  nor  been  let  in  by  any  of  the 
footmen.    But  I  solemnly  declare  to  yourMajestyr 
that  I  have  not  the  least  idea  or  belief  that  he  innsr 
had  a  key  of  the  gate  into  the  Patk>  or  that  h» 
ever  entered  in  or  passed  out,  at  that  gate,  exitept 
in  company  with  myself  and  my  ladies.     As  for 
the  eireumstainoe  of  my  permitting  bim  to  be  in 
the  room  alone  with  me ;  if  suffering  a  nMm  W 
be  so  t^me  is  evidence  of  ^itt,  from  whence 
the  Commisioners  can  draw  any  unfavotfrable 
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i^fsrcmee,  I  mutt  leave  Ifaem  ta  draw  it.    For  I 
cMHOt  deny  Ihat  it  ba$  bappenod,  aod  happeoed 
frequeotly ;  not  only  with  Sir  Sidney  Smitb>  bet 
with  maoyi  mapy  others;  gentlenaeia  who  han^  vi- 
sited me  I  tradesmen  who  hare  coma  to  receive 
my  orders  i  masters  whom  I  have  bad  to  instrttet 
me,  in  painting)  in  music,  in  £ii^b,  &c.  that  I 
have  received  them  without  any  one  being  by.   In 
short,  I  trust  I  am  not  confessing  a  crime^  for  ua^ 
questionafaly  if  is  a  truth,  tl^t  I  never  had  aA  idea 
tbat  there  was  ai^  thing  wrottg,  or  objectionable, 
in  tbufl  sedog  men^  ia  tbe  morning,  and  I  cbnfi«» 
dttitly  believe  your  Majesty  will  see  nothing  in  it, 
fmm  which  aasy  guilt caa  be  inferred.     I  feel  cer^ 
toio,  that  there  is  nothing  immoral  in  tiae  thing 
itsrif ;  and  I  have  always  understood,  tiiait  k  was 
perfectly  customary  and  usual  for  ladies  of  tbe 
first  rank,  and  the  first:  character^  in  the  coantry/ 
to  receive  the  visits  of  gentlemen  in  a  morning, 
though  tfaey  nught  be  themselves  alone  at  the 
time^  '  But,  if,  in  the  opinions  and  fashions  of 
this  country^  diere  should  be  more  iatprapriety 
asoribed  ta  it»  than  what  it  evser  entered  into  ray 
wmA  to  conceive,  I  hope  your  Majesty,  and  every 
candid  mkid,  will  mal^  allowance  for  tha  dyFer- 
ootaoticBis  whkh  my  foreign  education^  and  fch 
reiga^lHihitoi  may  hav«  given  me. 

.  ButwhaAever  character  may  belong  to  this  jMrac- 
tkie,  it  ianot  a  practice  whidb  eoiMnencedafiter  my 
IriBviiigCairltJon  Mouse.  Whaie  tbere»  and  from 
my  fij?st  arriical  iq  thi^conntry,  I  was  accustomed, 
with  the  knomleidge  o£  His  Royal  Hi^oess  ti»& 
Frince  of  Wales,  and  without  his  ever  having 


80 


hinted  to  me  the  slightest  disapprobation^  to  r€-« 
ceive  lessons  from  various  masters^  for  my  amuse** 
ment,  and  improvement;  I  was  attended  by  them 
frequently,  from  twelve  o'clock  to  five  in  the  af- 
ternoqn ; — Mr.  Atwood  for  music,  Mr.  GeflFadiere 
for  English,  Mr.  Toufrohelli  for  paintiag,  Mr. 
Tutoye  for  imitating  marble,  Mr.  Elwes  for  the 
harp.  I  saw  them  all  alone  ;  and  indeed,  if  I  were 
to  see  them  at  all,  I  could  do  no  otherwise  than 
see  them  alone.  Miss  Garth,  who  was  then  sub* 
governess  to  my  daughter,  lived,  certainly,  under 
the  same  roof  with  me,  but  she  could  not  be 
spared  from  her  duty  and  attendanee  on  my 
slaughter*  I  desired  her  sometimes  to  come 
down  stairs>  and  read  to  me,  during  the  time 
when  I  drew  or  painted,  but  my  Lord  Cholmon- 
dely  informed  me  this  could  not  be.  I  then  re- 
quested that  I  might  have  one  of  my  bed-cham- 
ber women  to  live  constantly  at  Carlton  House, 
that  I  might  have  her  at  call  whenever  I  wanted 
her  ;  but  I  was  answered  that  it  was  not  custo- 
mary, that  the  attendants  of  the  Royal  Family 
should  live  with  them  in  town;    so  that  request 
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cou|d  not  be  complied  with.  But,  independent 
of  this,  I  never  conceived  that  it  was  offensive 
to  the  fashions  dnd  manners  of  the  country  to  re- 
ceive gentlemen,  who  might  call  upon  me  iii  a 
morning,  whether  I  had  or  had  not  any  one  with 
me;  and  it  never  occurred  to  me  to  think  that 
there  was  either  impropriety  or  indecorum  in  it,  at 
that  time,  nor  in  continuing  the  practice  at  Monta- 
gue House.   But  this  has  been  confined  to  morning 
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vbitSy  in  no  private  apartments  of  my  house,  l>ut 
in  my  drawing-room,  where  my  ladies  have,  at  all 
times,  free  access,  and  as  they  usually  take  their  lun- 
cheon with  me,  except  when  they  are  engaged  with 
visitors,  or  pursuits  of  their  own,  it  could  but  rarely 
occur  that  I  could  be  left  with  any  gentleman  alone 
for  any  length  of  time,  unless  there  were  something 
in  tlie  known  and  avowed  business,,  which  might 
occasion  his  waiting  upon  Oie,  that  would  fully  ac- 
count for  the  circumstance. 

I  trust  your  Majesty  will  excuse  the  length  at 
which  I  have  dwelt  upon  this  topic.  I.  perceived, 
from  the  examinations,  that  it  had  been  much  in- 
quired after,  and  I  felt  it  necessary  to  represent  it 
in  its  true  light.  And  the  candour  of  your  Majes- 
ty's mind  will,  I  am  confident,  suggest  that  those 
vrho  are  the  least  conscious  of  intiending  guilt,  are 
the  least  suspicious  of  having  it  imputed  to  them ; 
and  therefore  that  they  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
guard  themselves,  at  every  turn,  with  witnesses  to 
prove  their  innocence,  fancying  their  character  to 
be  safe,  as  long  as  their  conduct  is  innocent,  and 
^  that  guilt  will  not  be  imputed  to  them  from  actions 
quite  indifterent. 

The  deposition,  hov^ever,  of  Mr.  Cole  is  not 
confined  to  my  being  alOne  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith. 
The  circumstances  in  which  he  observed  us  toge- 
ther he  particularizes,  and  stages  his  opinion.  He 
introduces,  indeed,  the  whole  of  his  evidence  by 
flaying  that  I  was  too  familiar  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
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but  as  I  trust  I  am  not  yet  so  far  degradcid  as  to 
have  my  character  decided  by  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Co1e>  I  shall  not  comment  upon  that  observation* 
He  then  proceeds  to  describe  the  scene  which  he 
observed  on  the  day  when  he  brought  in  the  sand- 
u  iches>  which  I  trust  your  Majesty  did  not  fail  to 
notice,  /  had  myself  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 
For  there  is  an  obvious  insinuation  that  Sir  Sidney 
must  have  come  in  through  the  Park,   and  that 
there  was  great  impropriety  in  his  being  alone  with 
me.     And  at  least  the  witness's  own  story  proves^ 
whatever  impropriety  there  might  be,  in  this  cir- 
cumstance,  that  I  was  not  conscious  of  it,  nof  meant 
to  take  advantage  of  his  clandestine  entry,  from  the 
Park,  to  conceal  the  fact  from  my  servant^s  obser- 
vation.    For  if  I  had  had  such  consciousness,  or 
such  meanings  I  never  could  have  ordered  sand* 
wiches  to  have  been  broo^t  in,  or  any  other  act  tb 
have  been  done,  which  must  have  brought  n^yself 
under  the  notice  of  my  servants,  while  I  contiqued 
in  a  situation,  which  I  thought  improper,  and  wished 
to  conceaU     Any  of  the  circumstances  of  this  visit, 
to  vvlijch  this  part  of  the  deposition  refers,  my  me- 
mory does  not  enable  me  in  the  least  degree  to  par^ 
ticularize  and  recal.     Mr.   Cole  may  have  seen 
me  sitting  on  the  same  sofa  with  Sir  Sidney  So^ith* 
Nay,  I  have  no  doubt  he  must  have  seen  me,  oyer 
and  over  again,  not  only  with  Sir  Sidney  Smitli,  buf 
with  other  gentlemen,  sitting  upon  the  same  sofa; 
and  Itrust  your  Majesty  will  feel  it  the  hardest' thing 
imaginable,  that  I  should  be  called  upoa  to  ac- 
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count  vrbat  corner  of  a  sofa  I  sat  upon  four  years 
ago,  and  how  close  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  sitting  to 
me.  I  can  only  solemnly  aver  to  your  Majesty, 
that  my  conscience  supplies  me  with  the  fullest 
means  of  confidently  assuring  you,  that  I  never 
permitted  Sir  Sidney  Smith  to  sit  on  any  sofa  with 
me  in  any  manner,  which,  in  my  own  judgment,  was 
in  the  slightest  degree  offensive  to  the  strictest  pro- 
priety and  decorum.  In  the  judgment  of  many 
persons  perhaps,  a  Princess  of  Wales  should  at  no 
.time  forget  the  elevation  of  her  rank,  or  descend  in 
any  degree  to  the  familiarities  and  intimacies  of 
private  life.  Under  any  circumstances,  this  would 
be  a  hard  condition  to  be  annexed  to  her  situation. 
Under  the  circumstances,  in  which  it  has  been  my 
misfortune  to  have  lost  the  necessary  support  to  the 
dignity  and  station  of  a  Princes  of  Wales,  to  have 
assumed  and  mdntained  an  unbending  dignity 
would  have  been  impossible,  and  if  possible,  could 
hardly  have  been  expected  from  me. 

After  these  observations.  Sire,  I  must  now  re- 
quest your  Majcsty*s  attention  to  those  written 
declarations  wliidi  are  mentioned  in  the  Report, 
and  which  I  shall  never  be  able  sufEcientiy  to  thank 
your  Majesty  for  having  condescended,  in  compli-« 
ance  with  my  earnest  request,  to  order  to  be  trans-> 
ooiitted  to  me.  From  observations  upon  those  de- 
clarations themselves,  as  well  as  upon  comparing 
them  with  the  depositions  made  before  the  Com- 
missioners, your  Majesty  will  see  the  strongest 
reason  for  discrediting  the  testimony  of  W.  Cole, 
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as  well  as  others  of  these,  witnesses  whose  credit 
stands  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  so  un- 
impeachable. They  su  ppl y  important  observations, 
even  with  respect  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Cole's  evi- 
dence which  I  am  now  considering,  though  in  no 
degree  equal  in  importance  to  those  which  T  shall 
afterwards  have  occasion  to  notice. 

Your  Majesty  will  please  to  observe,  that  there 
are  no  less  than  four  different  examinations,  or  de- 
clarations of  Mr.  Cole.  They  are  dated  on  the 
Uth,  14tb,  and  30th  of  January,' and  on  9."6xAoi 
February.  In  these  four  different  declarations  he 
twice  mentions  the  circumstance  of  finding  Sir  Sid- 
ney Smith  and  myself  on  the  sofa,  and  he  mentions 
it  not  only  in  a  different  nianner,  at  each  of  those 
times,  but  at  both  of  them  in  a  manner,  which  ma- 
teiially  differs  from  hjs  deposition  before  the  Com^ 
roissioncrs.  In  his  declaration  on  the  1 1th  of  Janu- 
ary* he  says,  that  he  found,  us  in  so  familiar  a  pos- 
ture, as  to  alarm  him  very  much,  which  he  express- 
ed by  a  stat't  back  and  a  look  at  the  gentleman. 

In  that*  dated  on  22nd  of  February,!  however 
(being  asked,  I  suppose,  as  to  that  which  he  had 
dared  to  assert,  of  the  familiar  posture  which  had 
alarmed  him  so  much,)  he  says,^^  there  was  nothing 
particular  in  our  dress,  position  of  legs,  or  arms, 
that  was  extraordinary;  he  thought  it  improper 
that  a  single  gentleman  should  be  sitting  quite  close 
to  i  married  lady  on  the  sofa,  and  from  that  situa- 

•  See  Appendix  (B.^  p.  98. 
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tion/  and  formtfobstroationSi  be  thought  the  thing 
improper.  In  this  second  account,  therefore,  3'opr 
Majesty  perceives  he  was  obliged  to  bring  in  his 
former  observations  to  help  out  the  statement,  in 
order  to  account  for  his  having  been  so  shocked 
mth  what  he  ^aw,  as.  to'  express  his  alarm  by 
"  starting  back."  But,  unfortunately,  he  accounts 
for  it,  as  it  seems  to  me  at  least,  by  the  very  cir- 
cumstance which  would  have  induced  him  tp  have 
been  less  surprised,  and  consequently  less  startled* 
by  what  he  saw ;  for  had  his  former  observations 
been  such  as  he  insinuates,  he  would  have  beeki  pre- 
pared  the  more  to  expect,  and  the  less  to  be  sur- 
prised at,  what  he  pretends  to  have  seen. 

£ut  your  Majesty  will  observe,  that  in  his  depo-' 
sition  before  the  Commissioners,*  (recollecting, 
perhaps,  how  awkwardly  he  had  accounted  for  his 
starting  in  his  former  declaration,)  he  drops  his 
starting  altogether.  Instead  of  looking  at  the  gen- 
tleman only>  he  looked  at  us  both ;.  that  I  caught  liis 
eye,. and  saw  that  he  noticed  the  manner  in  which  wa 
were  sitting ;  and  instead  of  his  own  starting  or  any 
description  of  the  manner  in  which  he  exhibited 
his  own  feelings,  we  are  represented  as  both  ap- 
pearing a  little  confused.  Our  confusion  is  a  cir- 
cumstance, which,  during  his  four  declarations, 
which  he  made  before  the  appointment  of  tlic  four 
<]!omniissioner3,  it  never  once  occurred  to  him  to 
recollect.  And  now  he  does  recollect  it,  we  ap- 
peared he  says,  "  a  little  confused.'* — A  little  con- 
fused ! — ^The  Princess  of  Wales  detected  in  a  situa- 

♦  Appendix  (A.)  p.  1 1 .  , 
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Uon  such  as  to  shock  and  alarm  ber  servant^  and  ^ 
detected  as  to  be  sensible  of  her  detection,  and  so 
conscious  of  tlie  impropriety  of  the  situation  as  to 
exhibit  symptoms  of  confusion ;  would  not  her  con- 
fusion have  been  extreme  ?  would  it  have  been  so 
little  as  to  have  slipped  the  memory  of  the  witness 
who  observed  it,  during  his  first  four  declarations* 
and  at  last  to  be  recalled  to  his  recollection  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  be  represented  in  the  faint  and  feeble 
way,  in  which  he  here  describes  it? 

What  weight  your  Majesty  will  ascribe  to  these 
differences  in  the  accounts  given  by  this  witness^  I 
cannot  pretend  to  say.     But  I  am  ready  to  confess, 
that,   probably,  if  there  was  nothing  stronger  of 
the  same  kind  to  be  observed,  in  other  parts  of  his 
testimony,    the  inference  which  would  be  rirawn 
from  them,  would  depend  very  much  upon  the 
opinion  previously  entertaided  of  the  witsoess.    To 
me,  who  know  many  parts  of  his  testimony  to  be 
absolutely  felse,  and  all  the.  colouring^  given  to  it  to 
he  wholly  from  his  own  wicked  and  maUdous  in- 
vention, it  appears  plain,  that  these  diflferences  in 
his  representations,    are  the  unsteady,  awkward, 
shuffles  and  prevarications  of  falsehood. — To  those, 
if  there  are  any  such,  who  from  preconceived  pre- 
judices in  his  favour,  or  firom  any  other  circuiu-' 
stances,  think  that  his  veracity  is  free  from  all  sus- 
picion, satisfactory  means  of  reconciling  them  may 
possibly  occur.     But  before  1  have  left  Mr.  Cole-s 
examinations,  your  Majesty  will  find  that  they  will 
have  much  more  to  account  for,  and  BHich  mdre 
0  reconcile. 
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Mr.  Cole's  examination  before  the  Commission- 
ers goes  on  thus : — **  *A  short  time  before  this, 
^  one  night  about  twelve  o'clock,  I  saw  a  man  go 
<^  into  the  house  from  the  Park,  wrapt  up  in  a 
*^  great  coat*  I  did  not  give  any  alarm,  for  the 
'^  impression  on  my  mind  was,  that  it  was  not 
•'  a  thief/'  When  I  read  this  passage.  Sire,  I 
could  hardly  believe  my  eyes ;  when  I  found  such  a 
fact  left  in  this  dark  statej  without  any  further  ex- 
planation, or  without  a  trace  in  the  examination,  of 
any  attempt  to  get  it  further  explained.  How  he 
got  this  impression  on  his  mind,  that  this  was  not 
a  thief?  Whom  he  believed  it  to  be  ?  What  part 
of  tiie  house  he  saw  him  enter  ?  If  the  drawing- 
room,  or  any  part  which  I  usually  occupy,  who 
was  there  at  the  time?  Whether  1  was  there? 
Whether  alone,  or  with  my  Ladies  ?  or  with  other 
company  ?  Whether  he  told  any  body  of  the  cir- 
cumstance at  the  time?  or  how  long  after?  Whom 
he  toki?  Whether  any  inquiries  were  made  in 
consequence  ?  These^  and  a  thousand  other  ques* 
tions,  with  a  view  to  have  penetrated  into  the  mys- 
tery of  this  strange  story,  and  to  have  tried  th6 
credit  of  this  witness,  would,  I  should  have  thought, 
have  occurred  to  any  one ;  but  certainly  must  have 
occurred  to  persons  so  experienced,  and  so  able 
in  the  examination  of  facts,  and  the  trying  of  the 
credit  of  witnesses,  as  the  two  learned  Lords  un- 
questionably are,  whom  your  Majesty  took  care 
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to  have  introduced  into  this  Commission.  They 
never  could  have  permitted  these  unexplained  and 
unsifted  bints  and  insinuations  to  have  bad  tlie 
weight  and  effect  of  proof. — But,  unfortunately  for 
me,  thb  duties,  probably,  of  their  respective  situa- 
tions prevented  their  attendance  on  the  examina- 
tion of  this,  and  on  the  first  examination  of  another 
most  important  witness,  Mr.  Robert  Bidgood — 
and  surely  your  Majesty  will  permit  me  here,  witli- 
out  offence,  to  complain,  that  it  is  not  a  little  bard, 
that,  when  your  Majesty  had  shewn  your  anxiety 
to  have  legal^  accuracy,  and  legal  experience  assist 
on  this  examination,  the  two  most  important  wit* 
nesses,  in  whose  examinations  there  is  more  mat* 
ter  for  unfavourable  interpretation,  than  iu  all  tlie 
rest  put  together,  should  have  been  examined  with* 
out  the  benefit  of  this  accuracy,  and  this  experience. 
And  lam  the  better  justified  in  making  this  obser- 
vation, if  what  has  been  suggested  to  me  is  correct ; 
that,  if  it  shall  not  be  allowed  that  th^  power  of  ad- 
ministering an  oath  under  this  M'arrant  or  commis- 
sion is  questionable,  yet  it  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
lAat  it  is  most  questionable  whether,  according  to 
the  terms  or  meaning  of  the  warrant  or  commission, 
^s  it  constitutes  no  quorum^  Lord  Spencer  and 
XiOrd  Grenville  could  administer  an  oath,  or  act  in 
the  absence  of  the  other  Lords ;  and  if  they  could 
not,  Mr*  Cole's  falsehood  must  be  put  of  the  reach, 
of  punishment. 

Returning  then  from  this  digression,   will  your 
Majesty  permit  me  to  ask,  whether  I  am  to  under* 
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stand  this  fact,  respecting  the  man  ia  a  great  co%U 
to  be  one  of  those  which  must  necessarily  give  ote" 
casion  to  the  most  unfavourable  interpretations? 
^bich  mtist  be  credited  till  decidedly  contradicted  ? 
and  u^hich  if  true,  deserve  the  most  serious  consi'- 
deration  ?  The  unfavourable  interpretatbns  which 
this  fact  may  occasion,  doubtless  are,  that  thk 
man  was  either  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  or  some  other 
paratnour^  who  was  admitted  by  me  into  my  bouse 
in  disguise  at  midnight,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
my  wicked  and  adulterous  purposes.  And  is  it 
possible  that  your  Majesty,  is  it  possible  that  any 
candid  mind  can  believe  this  fact>  with  the  un* 
favourable  interpretations  which  it  occasions,  on 
-  the  relation  of  a  servant,  who  for  all  that  appears, 
mentions  it  for  the  first  time,  four  years  after  the 
event  took  place ;  and  who  gives  himself,  thk 
picture  of  his  honesty  and  fidelity  to  a  master, 
whom  he  has  served  so  long,  that  he,  whose  nerves 
are  of  so  moral  a  frame,  that  he  starts  at  seeing  m 
single  man  sitting  at  mid-day,  in  an  open  drawing* 
room,  on  the  same  sofa,  with  a  married  wotnani 
permitted  this  disguised  midnight  adulterer,  to  ap« 
proach  his  master's  bed,  without  taking  any  notioe, 
without  making  any  alarm,  without  offering  any 
interruption.  And  why  ?  because  (as  he  expressly 
states)  he  did  not  believe  him  to  be  a  thief ;  and 
becaufte(as  lie  plainly  insinuates)  be  did  believe  fa«m 
to  be  an  adulterer* 

But  what  makes  the  manner  in  wbiob  the  Com- 


<     txxh    J  ' 

In  dotifsieqttctice  of  this,  tli^  Pnrice  ciWed  oti  this  t>)iiit  of 
Kent*  to  say  whaf  had'  b^eo  ^omilriuDlcated  tt)  hini,  dnd  wb^ 
be  bad' for  a  whole  year  Kept  fcoa\  his  Hiiowledge  a  mattef  sa 
interesting' to  the  honour  of  the  family, 

llie  Btikt  of  K^^nt,  in  a  written  dbclardtitjo^  stated,  tHafl 
about  the  end  of  1804,  he  had  received  a  note  from  Vlib  PrinU 
cess  of  Wales,  stating,  that  she  had  got  into  an  unpleasant  bU 
iercation  with  Sir  John  and  Lady  Pouglas,  about  an  anony* 
tnbus  lettfer  and  a  filthy  drawing,  which  thtejr  imputigd  to  hek» 
Royal  Bi^tbfiesr.  Sh^  reqtie»t6d  the  {Kike  of  Ketit  to  niteh- 
fere,  and  prevent  its  going  farther.  His  Rpyal  Higl^ness  ap« 
plied  to  Sir,  Sidney  Sihitlij  aind  tl^rougb  him  had  an  inierviev^ 
Vriti  Sir  JcSjn'Douy^asV  who  ge^m^d  convihcied  th'at  both' the 
^noDymous  tetter^  tfnd.the  loos6  driiwing  were  by  tl^e  hslM'  df 
the  Princess,  and  that  the  design  was  to  provoke  Sir  Jobq 
T)bug1as  to  a  duel  witK  his  friend  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  by  the 
gross  insintiatibti  fhitig  out  respecting  the  latter  and  Lady 
Pouglas.  The  Duke  of  Kent,  however,  succeeded  in  prevail* 
log  on  Sir  John  Douglas  to  abstain  from  his  purpose  of  oom- 
lliencing  a  prosecution,  or  of  stirring  farther  in  the  business  | 
as  He  was-sirtisQisd  in  his  mind  of  the  fklsetipod' of  the  insinaa? 
Uon,  and  could  not  be  sure  that  the  fabrications  wer^  n6t  some 
gossipping  story ,^  in  which  the  Princess  had  no  hapd.  Sir  Jobp^ 
hbWeVer,  sp6ke  with  great  indignation  of  the  condupt  qf  tti^ 
Prince&W,  and  promised  only^  that  he  would  fbt  the  pri^seht  ab- 
stain fit>cn  farther  iuvesttg^tion^  but  would  not  giy^  him  a  ptt>« 
mise  of  priJserving  silenpe  if  ]ie  should  be  farther  annoyed.'— 7 
i*iie'£Kili'e  of  Kent  concluded^ith  stating,  that  nothing  was 
comn3onic3ted  to  him  beybnd  this  fracas,  and  tfakt  bftvibg  site- 
ceeded.in  stopping  it,  he  did  pot  think  it  fit  to  tronbte  his 
Hoyal  Highness  with  a  gossipping  story  that  might  be  entirdy 
founded  on  the  misapprehension  of  the  offended  parties. 

Sir  John  and  Lady  PoiJglas  then  made  a  formal  jedar^lion 
of  the  whole  narrative,  as  contained  in  their  subsequent  a63d9« 
.vitsk  be£9f&tbeBd]ieof¥orki  on  theSd -December,  16031 

This  declaration  was  subnaitted  by  the  Prince  to  the  late 
Ldfd 'fhurloWy  who  said,  that  bis  Royal  Higbnfess  (la^  no  al- 
ternative-—it  was  bis  duty  to  submjtit  tp  the  King;,  as  the  Royal 
Succession  might  be  abetted  if  thfe  allegatiops  wfr^  triie.  in 
the  mean  time,  it  was  resolved  to  make  farther  inquiry^  and 
Mr.  lJ0\!^'*ten,  of  the  Temple,  wi^T  directed  totakesteptf  ac-» 
pordingly. 

The  consequence  was  that  William  and  SariA  LaihpeH  (s6f-- 
vants  to  Sir  John  |>oQglas}^  WilH^rti  Gole^  Robert  and  Sarah 
^dgbod,  an4  Franc^'Lloyd'made  declarattonsj  diewh^of 
which  j  together  with  rbat  of  Sk  John  and  Lady 'DiAigbsy  were 
submitted  to  his  M^jes^y.  vhho  thi^rdupon  issbed^a  wiarhmt;, 
dated  thd  29th  May  180(5;  directing  L6rdBiskine;  Lord  Qie^- 
-ville»  Borl  S^ieooer,  and  Lord  fiilet^dreuf  ti;  t6  inquire  intvifee 
truth  of  the  a|legation»iiallKhtdTep0rtta^i9ii^  tkereon. 
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COMMISSIONERS- 


May  it  please  Youb  Majesty, 


X  OUR  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased, 
by  an  instrument  under  Your  Majesty's  Royal 
Sign  Manual,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  this 
Report,  to  ^^  authorize,  empower,  and  direct  us 
^'  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  certain  written 
^^  declarations,  touching  the  conduct  of  Her 
**  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  an 
'^  abstract  of  which  had  been  laid  before  Your 
^'  Majesty,  and  to  examine  upon  oath  such 
persons  as  we  should  see  fit,  touching  and  con* 
cerning  the  same,  and  to  report  to  Your 
"  Majesty  the  result  of  such  examinations."  Wc 
have,  in  dutiful  obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  com- 
mands, proceeded  to  examine  the  sereral  witnesses; 


it 


the  copies  of  whose  depositioDs  we  have  hereunto 
annexed;  afi4\  ift  AiKt^  e^Mjfu^fqp  of  the  said 
commands  we  new  most  respectfliHy  submit  to 
Your  Majesty  the  report  of  these  examinations 
4»  it  has  appeared  to  us :  But  we  beg  leave  at 
the  same  time  humbly  to  refer  Your  Majestyi 
fer  more  complete  information,  to  the  examinations* 
themsehfp^  ioi  owjpr;  |o  c^njecl  qiny  ^<^^  e^  judg- 
ment, into  which  we  may  have  unintentionally 
fallen^  with  respect  to  any  part  of  tliis  business. 
On  a  reference  to  ^  ajt^ve-jnentioned  declam* 
tions,  as  the  necessary  foundation  of  all  our  pro^ 
feedings,  we  found  that  they  consisted  in  certain 
statements,  which  had  been  laid  before  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of^  Wales,  respecting  the 
^nduct  of  Her  Royal  *  Highness  the  Princess. 
That  these  statements,  not  only,  imputed  to  Uff 
Royal  Hi^ness  ^at  impropriety  and  indiecency 
of  behaviour^  but  expressly  asserted,  partly  on 
the  ground*  of  certain  alleged  declarations  A'om 
^  Brincess'B  own  mouth,  and  partly  on  the 
personal  observatbn  of  the  informants^  the  fol* 
lowing  most  important  facts ;  viz.  That.  Her 
Royal  Highness  bad  been  pregnant  in  the*  year 
>80S^,  in  consequence  of  an  illicit  intercourse^ 
%pd  that  she  hadi  in  the  same  year  been  secretly 
delivered'  of  a  male  child,  which  child  had  ever 
^nce  that  period'  been  brought  up  by  iter  Royal 
Hi^ness  in  her  own  house,  and  under  her  imme* 
liHate  inspection. 


r  These  allegatirnis  dms  UMide,  liad,  n  wefbowl^ 
teen  followed  by  dteiafiticms  from  oAer  perMos, 
wbo  had  not  indeed  spoken  to  the  itnporUMl 
Acts  of  the  pregnancy  or  delivery  of  Her  Royal 
Hi^ness,  but  had  velated  other  particulars,  it 
themselves  extremely  suspicious^  and  stiil  more 
^so  when  connected  with  the  assertions  already 
tfientiotied. 

In  the  painful  situation,  in  which  His  Royal 
Highness  was  placed;  by  tiiese  communicatiMS/ 
we  tearnt  that  HI*  Royal  Highness  had  adopted^ 
the  only  couirse  which  could,  in  otir  judgoaentv 
widi  propriScty  be  fdHowed.  When  informaidoilt 
snch  as  these,  had  been  thus  confident)^  alteged^ 
and  particularly  detailed,  and  had  been  in  somei 
<iegree  supported  by  collateral  evidence,  appAyiog 
to  other  points  of  the  same  nature  (^ugb  gobg' 
to  a  far  less  extent)",  one  Hne  only  could  be  pui^ 
sued. 

Every  sentiment  of  dtrty  to  Your  Majesty^  and! 
of  concern  f6r  the  public  welfare,  required  that^ 
these  particulars  ^ould  not  be  withheld  from 
Your  Majesty,  to  whom  more  particulariy  be^ 
longed  tiie  cognizance  of  a  matter  of  State,  so 
nearly  touching  the  honour  of  Your  Majesty's 
Royal  Family,  and  by  possibility,  affecting  the- 
Succession  of  Your  Majesty's  crown. 

Your  Majesty  had  been  pleased,  on  yonr  part, 
to  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light.     Consider*  * 
log  it  as  a  mattev  which,  on  ever^^  account,  -  d^ 


manded  (he  most  imoiediate  iovestigadoo,  Ypur 
Majesty  had  thought  fit  to  coinaiit  into  our  h^ds^ 
the  duty  of  ascertaining,  in  the  first  instaiKe,  wj^at 
degree  of  credit  was  due  to  the  informations,  and 
thereby  enabling  Your  Majesty  to  decide  what 
further  conduct  to  adopt  concerning  tbeux. 

On  this  review,  therefore,  of  the  matters  thus 
alleged,  and  of  the  course  hitherto  pursued  upon  . 
tjbem,  we  deemed  it  proper  in  the  first  place,  to 
examine  those  persons  in  whose  declarations  the 
<>ccasion  for  this  Inquiry  had  originated*  Because 
if  they,  on  being  examined  upon  oath,  had  retrac- 
ed or  varied  their  assertions,  all  necessity  for 
further  investigation  might  possibly  have  been, 
preqluded.  ,       . 

We  accordingly    first    examined  on  oath  the 
principal  informants,  Sir  John  Douglas,  and  Char- 
lotte bis   wife :    who  both  positively  swore,  tlie. 
former  to    his    having  observed  the  fact  of   the. 
pregnancy  of  Her  lloyal  Highness,  and  the  latter 
to  ail  the  important  particulars  contained  in  her 
former  declaration,  and  above  referred  to.     Xhgir, 
examinations  are  annexed  to  this  Report,  and  are 
circumstantial  and  positive. 

The  most  material  of  those  allegations,  into  the , 
ti^th  of  which  we  had  been  directed  to  inquire, 
being  thus  far  supported  by  the  oath  of  the  parties 
from  whom  they  had  proceeded,  we  then  felt  it 
our  duty  to  follow  up  the  Inquiry  by  the  examina- . 
tion.of  such  other  persons  as  we  judged  best  able 


to  afford  qs  information,  as  to  the  facts  in  ques- 
tion.   '^' 

•  We  thought  it  beyond  all  doubt  that,  m  this 
tolirse  of  inquiry,  many  particulars  must  be  learnt 
which  would  be  necessarily  conclusive  on  the 
Ifiith  or  falsehood  of  these  declarations.  So  many 
persons  must  have  been  witnesses  to  the  appear- 
ances  of  an  actually  existing  pregnancy  ;  so  many 
circumstances  must  have  been  attendant  upon  a 
real  delivery;  and  difficulties  so  numerous  and 
insurmountable  must  have  been  involved  in  any 
attempt  to  account  for  the  infant  in  question,  a» 
the  child  of  another  woman,  if  it  had  been  in 
fi^  the'  child  of  the  Princess ;  that  we  entertained 
a*  full  and  confident  expectation  of  arriving  at  com-^ 
f^Iefe  prdof,  either  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  on^ 
this  part  of  the  subject. 

'  This  expectation  was  not  disappointed.  We 
are  happy  to  declare  to  Your  Majesty  our  perfect 
coAvictioh  that  there  is  no  foundation  whatever 
for  believing  that  the  child  now  with  the  Princes^- 
is  the  child  of  Her  Royal  Highness,  or  that  she^ 
was  delivered  of  any  child  in  the  year  1802;  nor 
has  any  thing  appeared  to  us  which  would  wai^rartt' 
the  belief  that  she  was  pregnant  in  that  year,  or 
at  any  other  period  within  the  compass  of  our  in^' 
quiries. 

The  indentity  of  the  child,  now  with  the- 
Pfiriceas,  its  parentage,  the  place  and  the  date  of 
its  birth,  the  time  and  the  circumstances  of  iti^* 
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being  bni  taken   undter  Her  Bjoyul  Hig|b«B$t% 
protection,  are  ail  established  by  such  a  c&opm^ 
fence  both  of  positive  and  circumstaMjal  evidracB, 
as  can,  in  our  judgoient,  leave  no  que^oo  on 
this  part  of  the  subject.    The  child  was,  beyoo4 
all  doubt,  bota  in  the  Browniow-Street  Hospiteljc 
on  the  1  Itb  day  of  July,  1808^  of  the  body  of  So« 
pbia  Austin^  and>iras6rst  broui^ttothe  PrimopaV 
House  in  the  OAOotb  of  N&i^eaiber  foUowiuj^ :   Jjihi^ 
ther  should  we  be  more'  wafrasfled  m  expnesaii^ 
any   doubt  rei^pectiiig  Ibe  allied  preg^mney  of 
the  PriDcessi^   as  stated^  id  ^ie  on||Kial  deotam^ 
tiOns ;— ^a  &et  so  M\y  oMNMdlelsd/  and  l^  somai^ 
^titflsaasest  to  whosa^  if  true^  ib  nuiat,  ki  vaoous'  wf^ 
have  been  knowD^  thai  we  caanot  tbiiik  ikaiiMM 
ta  the  aa»iUest  erfdU^^  Thi^  tastinamf^  0d  tkMt 
two  points  are  contained  ia  the  aoMMd  depoi^p 
tioiiis  aQd  ]«ttecs*   We  have  not  partly  absHiicted 
tbefti  ii>  (bia  Report  kM,   by  a^y  uainteo^ml 
ggiifisiotiy  we  might  weaka  jAm  fSiqti  b^|^  w# 
baaably  ojSw  to  Yo»  Majesty  tUa  om  clew  w^ 
uiiigu3iiiioo&  jndgBWik  upw  tfa«n^  Ibmiai -pa  iiiU 
deUbemiaDi  aod  prciaowioed  witbaut  h»iit»t¥in» 
oil  tba  yettik  of  tba  whole  kufMiiPy.*  ^ 

We  do  nol^  bowever^  feel,  ourselvea  #&  Kbar^yi 
nwicb  as  we  ahould  wish  il^  to^  doae  piiv  Beppp^ 
here.  Besides  the  aUegatioHa  of  the  pr^^a^fif^f 
and  dcdiaery-  of  the  Fiinceii^  those  deeUM^oii4»f  on 
die  whiale  ef  wfaicb  Youc  Majpesty  1hm»  b^en  plaaa^d 
fe»  OMnwaad  «$•  te^  in^^are^^  and  nqpert^  ifUlniiH) 


(tiptctng  ^  ooD<kiot  of  ber  Rpyal  Higboessi 
jMMhi  as  imnt,  aapeebUy  coosideriiig  ber  exalted 
frnk'ttod  statbD,  .oeoeastHnly  g^ve  occasion  to  veiy 
^iMiiavounditenlicrpBelatkHM. 
.^PMnik  ib»  vanoHS  depositions  and  proo&  an- 
fMked- 1»  4faM  RafMNt,  particularly  from  tbe  exa- 
t^Mioiis  of  Bdbert  Bidgood,  WUUam  Col^ 
Frances  Lloyd,  and  Mr».  Hale,  Your  Majesty 
wai  peroeive  that  several  strong  circumstances  of 
tbis  descrifrtion  ha»e  been  positively  synfva  to  Iqr 
uritaesses,  ndw  cannot,  in  our  judgioicnt,  be  sus- 
pected of  any  uirfiKvouitUe  bias,  and  wbose  vera- 
city, in  tbis  resifiect,  we  bave  seen  no  ground  to 

question.  ^     

'    On  the  predse  bearing  and  effect  of  the  focts 

^is  appearing,  it  is  not  for  us  to  decide;  these 
we  submit  to  Your  Majesty's  wisdom:  But  wa 
conceive  it  to  be  our  dtfTf  to  report  on  this  part 
of  tbe  Ibquiry,  as  distinctly  as  on  the  former  facts : 
that,  as  on  the  one  band,  the  Ikcts  of  pregnancy 
and  delivery  are  to  our  minds  satisfactorily  dis- 
proved, §o  on  tbe  other  band  we  think,  that  the 
circumstances  to  wlwdi  we  now  refer,  particularly 
those  stated  to  have  passed  between  Her  Royal 
H^ness  aiid  Captain  Manby,  must  be  credited 
until  they  shall  receive  some  decisive  contradio> 
tion;  and,  if  true,  arejustjy  entitled  to  the  mcM»t 
serious  consideration.  . 
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Wie  cannot  close  tbk  RepoH,  itkhont  bin»hly 
assuring  Your  Majesty^  that  it  w«^  jwreMi^y 
account,  our  anxious  wish,  to  bttvc^rexeoqlecik^tjbb 
delicate  trust,  \vith  as  litd^  pobliciky  as^:tlm  Dolnre 
of  the  case  would  possibly  aHow ;  and'VeeatMjSlt 
Your  Majesty's  permission  to  «xpces&«hir6itt  |^- 
isuJEiSion,  that  if  this  wish  has  beep  disappointed^  ;^ 
failure  ii  not  imputable  to  any  thiiig  iOnneocim^y 
said  or  done  by  us. .  -f 

All  which  is  most  humbly  snbmitttd  to^Yotir 
Majesty.  .      .     .     ,  ..i^ 

(Signed)  BRSKlNBf/ 

ORENVIJULE,     . 
July  14th,  1806.  ELLENBOROUQ^. 

A  true  Copy,' 

/.   Becket. 


The  Dcpositiom  which  accompanied  this  Report 
will  be  found  in  Appendix  (A.)  numbered  from 
1  to  29. 


Blackheathy  Aug.  12,   1806'. 
Sire, 

With  the  deepest  feelings  of  gratitude  to  your 
Majesty,  I  take  the.  first  opportunity  to  acknow- 
ledge having  received,  as  yesterday  only,  the  Re- 
port from  the  Lords  Commissioners,  which  was 


11' 


dKtad^frpio  the  14th  of  Jitly.  It  waft  brought  by 
.Jbord  £rik]ne'8  F(A)taimn9  directed  to  tlie  Prioces* 
•f  Wales ;  besides,  a  note  enclosed^  the  ce&teDts  e£ 
wfaiob'Were,  that  Lord  £i*skine  sent  the  £videQcet 
and  1  Report  by  oomiBands  of  his  Majesty.  I  had 
Feaioo  to  flatter  myself  that  the  Lords  Coiiimis* 
aioners  woald  foot  have-  given  in  the  Report;,  be-^ 
fere  they  had  been  properly  informed  of.  various^ 
drcumstances,  which  must  for  a  feeling,  and  deli-^ 
cate-mindeil  wcHnan,  be  'very  unpleasant  to  have 
spread,  without  having  the  means  to  exculpate 
herself.  £^t?  I  can  in  the  face  of  the  Almighty 
aipure'your  Majesty  tjutt  your  Dau^ter-in^law  is* 
lOfioceiit,  and  her  conduct  unquestionable;  free 
from  all  the  indecorums^  and  improprieties,  which 
are  iqipuied  to  her  at  present  by  the  Lords  Com- 
mis$ioners,  upon  the  evidence  of  persons,  who 
speak  as  falsely  as  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas 
themselves.  Your  Majesty  can  be  sure  that  I 
shall  be  anxious  to  give  the  most  solemn  denial  ia 
my  power  to  i^U  the  scandalous  stories  of  Bidgood, 
and  Cole ;  to  make  my  conduct  be  cleared  in  the 
most  satisfactory  way,  for  the  tranquillity  of  your 
Majesty^  for  the  honour  of  your  illustrious  family, 
and  the  gratification  of  your  afflicted  daughter-in- 
law.  In  the  mean  time  I  can  safely  trust  your 
Majesty's  gracious  justice  to  recollect,  that  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  on  which  the  commissioners 
have  given  credit  to  the  infamous  stories  charged 
against  me,  was  taken  behind  my  back,  without  my 
having  any  opportunity  to  contradict  or  explain 
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atiy  things  or  even  to  poiftt  oM  tbdse  pintMii% 
who  might  have  been  caUed,  to  pi^vc  the  Itttie 
aredit which  was  doe  taKMneofthe  wttnessea^ffoiift 
their  connection  with  Sir  John  add  Lady  Dou|^; 
and  the  absolute  falsehood  of  parts  oC  the  evidtnee, 
which  could  have  beett  con^tetelj  GMtradidMK 
Oh !  gracious  King,  I  now  look  for  that  happy 
oKMnenti  when  I  may  be  allowed  to  l^9pear  ag^ 
beim^  your  Majesty's  eyes,*  and  reeeive-oace  ittom 
t^e  assurance  Irom  your  Majesty's  owt^  moittii: 
that  I  have  your  gracious  protection;  and  thai 
you  will  not  discard  me  from^yourAiaiidship^  of 
which  your  Majesty  has  been  so  eoDdeseending  to 
giv^  me  so  many  maits^of  kindness ;  and  which 
must  be  my  only  support,  and  my  only  consohttion, 
in  this  country^  I  remain  with  sentiments  of  the 
highest  esteem^  veneration,  and  unfeigned  attach^ 
ment, 

Sire, 

Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful,  submissive, 
and  humble  Daughter-in-law  and  Subject, 

(Signed)  CAROLINE 


To  the  King. 


•  t    u 


-  ,.         i  •   i* '  i 
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M$mtiigue-Httuey  Aiig.  Ittbt  1806. 

.  'iTbe  Princess  of  Wales  desires  the  Lord  Chan'? 
celtor  to  present  her  humble  duty  to  the  King» 
and  to  lay  before  His  Majesty  the  accompanying 
letter  and  pa|iers*  The  Princess  makes  this  com- 
iwiiicaiion  by  his  Lordship's  hands,  because  it 
relates  to  the  papefs  with  which  s^he  has  beea 
fwiusheil  through  his  Lordship,  by  His  Majesty's 
oouunands. 

•  ■  • 


Aug.  1 7th;  1806. 
Si  at, 

Upon  receiving  the  copy  of  the  Report,  made 
to  Your  Majesty,  by  the  Commissioners,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  certain  Charges  against  my  Conduct, 
I  lost  no  time,  in  returning  to  your  Majesty,  my 
heartfelt  thanks,  for  your  Majesty's  goodness  in 
commanding  that  copy   to  be  communicated   t6 

me. 

» 

I  wanted  no  adviser,  but  my  own  heart,  t6 
express  my  gratitude  for  the  kindness,  and  protec- 
tion which  I  have  uniformly  received  from  your 
Majesty.  I  needed  no  caution  or  reserve,  in 
expressing  my  confident  reliance,  that  that  kind- 
ness and  protection  would  not  be  withdrawn  from 
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me,  on  this  trying  occasion  ;  and  tbai  your  Maj 
ty's  justice  would  not  suffer  your  mind  to  be 
affected,  to  my  disadvantage,  by  any  part  of  a 
Report,  founded  upon  partial  evidence,  taken  in 
my  absence,  upon  charges^  not  yet  communicated 
to  me,  until  your  Majesty  had  heard,  what  might 
be  alleged,  in  my  behalf,  in  answer  to  it  Bnt 
your  Majesty,  will  not  be  surprised,  nor  displeas- 
ed, that  I,  a  woman,  a  stranger  to  the  laws  and 
usages  of  your  Majesty's  kingdom,  under  charges, 
aimed,  originally,  at  my  life,  and  honour,  should 
hesitate  to  determine,  in  what  •  madner  I  ought  to 
act,  even  under  the  present  circumstances,  with 
respect  to  such  accusations,  without  the  assistance 
of  advice  in  which  I  could  confide.  And  I  have 
had  submitted  to  me  the  following  observations, 
respecting  the  copies  of  the  papers  with  which  I 
have  been  furnished.  And  I  humbly  solicit  from 
your  Majesty's  gracious  condescension  and  justice, 
a  compliance  with  the  requests,  which  arise  out  of 

them. 

« 

In  the  first  place,  it  has  been  observed  to  me, 
that  these  copies  of  the  Report,  and  of  the  accom- 
panying papers,  have  come  unauthenticated  by 
the  signature  of  any  person,  high,  of  low,  whose 
veracity,  or  even  accuracy,  is  pledged  for  their 
correctness,  or  to  whom  resort  might  be  bad,  if  it 
should  be  necessary,  hereafter,  to  establish,  that 
these  papers  are  correct  copies  of  the  originals. 
I  aip  far  from  insinuating  that  the  want  of  such 
attestations  was  intentional.    No  doubt  it  was  omit- 
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t^.'rtbrdugLh'io9d«eir|90$e;    but  it$  uKHf)ortai^e  u 
|itrMtikiri(f*iQ0dArai6^!  %  tt^  at^te^ .  in  wbich  tbe 
«opy  of  Mttk  I^aUifstexpiniiQation  hap  been  trans'* 
mitjbed'flo  ftef  ;  Forin:^^  (bird  page  of  that  eKaodi- 
j»timUh§Vfi  bav?  beep  two  erasures;   on  one  of 
which,  .90196  :W(Qrc|a  have  bee»,  subsequently  in- 
J(»pAikQ^^  Apparently  in  a  different  hand-writinjg; 
ifMQ^tthe  boc^  of  the  examiqation ;  and  the  passage 
^;it  stands,  4&  probably  incorrect,  because  the 
l^cm  i^juNiiAtelligible.     And  this  occurs  in  ap 
mpMtcuMt  jHMrt  of  her  examination.     . 
,    ;TM  MMUe>  but  earneat  request,  which  I  have 
.to  ;«ak«  tp  your  JV^esty^  vvhich  is  suggested  by 
this  obs«n/«tion,  is,  thatypur  Majesty  would  be 
gri^ioualy  pJeased  to  direct  that  the  Heport,  and 
th^  {illpera  which  accompaqy  it,  and  which,  for 
tba(ipiirpose>  I  vist^re  tp  transmit  to  your  Majes- 
ty with  this  Ittteri  oaay  be  ei^amined^  and  then 
ri^tarn^  to  sad,  a;ath^ticat^d  as  correct,  under 
the  sigpaiture  of  soote  person,  who,  having  attested 
their  accuracy^  may  be  aUe  to  prove  it 

In  .the  second  place^  it  has  been  observed  to 
me,  that  the  Report  proceeds,  by  reference  to 
certain  written  deciarations,  which  the  Commission- 
ers describe- as  the  necessary  foundation  of  all  their  ' 
proceeding|9,  and  which  contain,  as  I-prasiime,  the 
charge  or  information  against  my  conduct.  Yet 
copies  of  th^se  written  declarations  h^^ye  i|ot  been 
.j{iyen  to  me;  They  are:  described  tod^d,  in  the 
Report^  as  consisting  in  c^tain 'statemeafs^  re$|)ect* 
iog  w;y-  4:ondiic^,  in^puting  not;paly>  ^^s  'mpto^ 
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priety  of  bebuvKHip,  but  e^pi^ly  i»ftertiiig  iu:ts  4f 
the  most  trofifinned,  and  abandomd  ctittiiiiaHfrf ^  Ibf 
wbich,  if  true,  mylife  might  beforMted.    Thpw 
are  stated  to  have  been  followed^  by  itedaratlofiir 
ffom  other  persons,  who,  tboogh  not  speakk^  4o 
the  same  facts,  had  retoted  0fber  partkularS)  in 
tbenisetves  extremely  suspicious,  and5tHl  mere  so, 
as  connected  mth  the  assertions  already  mratiMedk 
On  this,  it  is  observed  to  tne,  that  it  is  most  itt^ 
portant  that  I  should  know  the  extent^  and  Hinf 
particulars  of  the  chargesur  infonnatioMagiinst 
me,  and  by  h  hat  accusers  liiey  have  ^6eii  made ; 
ivbether  I  am  answering  tbe^cbanrget  of  one  stt  of 
accusers,  or  inore.     Whether  tl)0  authors  of  tkMS 
original  declarations,  n^ho  may  be  c^stteded  -foio 
ihe  Report  to  be  Sir  John  and  Lady  DoogMtti  we 
my  only  accusers ;  and  the  deelarali<ms  n^hieb  are 
said  to  have  followed,  are  the  declarations  ^  ptt^ 
sons  adduced  as  witoesses  by  Sir  J^rfin  and  JjbAh 
Douglas  to  confinii  tiieir  accusation ;  or  whether 
such  declarations  aie  the  chargjes  of.  persons,  who 
^ave  tnade  themselves  also,  the  authors  of  distinct 
^ccmatbns  against  me. 

tRie  requests,  ^hich,  I  humUy  hope,  your  Ma- 
jes^  wiU  think  reasonable,  and  just  to  grant,  and 
which  aie  suggesteS  by  these  further  observations 
are, 

JFint^  That  yoor  Majesty  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  direct,  that  I  should  be  furnished  witfi 
copies  of  these  deelaratioDS ;  and,  if  they  are  righ% 
described  in  the  Report,  as  the  necessary  iouoda- 
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l^on  of  %\l  the  proceedings  of  .Ae  ComaiisskKier^ 
yoQr'M«j^ty  could  oof,  I  atn  persuaded,  biit  bavo 
'^ciously  intended,  in  ifirectiDg  that  I  8houtd  be 
-fHrnl^i^  with  a  copy  ^f  the  Report,  that  I  should 
^o  see  this  essential  part  of  the  proceeding,  the 
foundation  on  which  it  rests.  .  *  ^ 
'^  <fe?tfwrf^,  That  I  may  be  inforined  whether  I 
have  one- or  SBore^  and  how  mai^  accusers ;  and 
11^  they  are  ;^m  the  weight  and  credit  of  the  ac* 
ttisation  cannot  botibe  much  affected  by  ihe  qu$ur* 
^  from  wheiaee  it  originates/ 

7%fri%i*^That^I'niay  be  infoFiped  of  the  time 
'  when  tibe  declanitioM^it'ere.:iviade.  For  the  weight 
'thnd^ credit  ef  4he^  accMation'  musty  .also,  be  mucb 
sfnefetediby-thelengilb- of  ^timcy- which  nij  accusers 
»illly  have  bben  -cdntentedto  have  been  the  mlent 
'depositories  of  tkbee  bcbvy  matters  of  guilt,  and 
dhargei  and,  '  - 

•  ^Lastiify  That  your  Majes^'s  goodness  will  s^r 
'ttmS%ih*e  a  speedy  return' of  these  papers,  aS- 
(torhpaftifedj  I  trust,  with' the  further  information 
*!ScftThaTe»8<rficited;  but  atall  events  a  speedy 
return  of  them.  And  your  Majesty  will  sf  e,  that 
it  is  not  without  reason,  that  I  make  this  last  request, 
when  your  Majesty  is  informed,  that,  though  the 
Report  appears  to  have  been  made  upon  the  14th 
of  July,  yet  it  was  not  sent  to  me,  till  the  1 1  th  of 
the  present  month.  A  similar  delay^  I  should,  of 
all  things,  deplore.  For  it  is  with  reluctance,  that 
I  yield  to  those  suggestions,  which  have  induced 


me  to  Uyi  these  my  hiwt>to  roqueatu^  MoFe  your 
'Mf^jesty,  sincQ  they  muat,,  i^k  all  eyeiil»»  m  som^  de* 
gre^i  delay  the  armal  of  that  moment,  to  whichi 
I  look  fgrward,  with  so.  Qiuraast^  and  eag^r  adkar 
pijiien^e ;  when  I  (^qfidentfy  feel,  I  sb^l  compk^* 
!y  satisfy  your  Majesty,  tb|tt  iim  wbde  of  tbefe 
charges!  are  alike  uiilouoded  :t  afiA  are  all  pmte  of 
the  same  cowpiracy  ageunst  me*  You^r  Mojesty,  90 
3fi^fied^  M^ill»  I  cap  have  t¥>  doubt^  be  aa  anxious  v 
myself,  to  secure  to  me  that  redpe3%  whieh»  the 
laws  of  your  kingdom  (adodmsterii:^  uoder  your 
'Migesty's  just  dispensation^  equal  prote^tioa  and 
judtioe^  to  evej*y  descript^Q  «C  yow  Mikjenty'^*  9xAt- 
jecta,)  are  prepafod  to  a^rd  t^  U^osc^  who  aKvao 
deeply  icgured  as  I  have  been.  That  I  hptw  ia  4Mis 
C!euiej  tb^  siifms^  cinimto  yoqr  Majc^ty^a  juajtiKsey 
I  am  (^nfidei^  I  shall  prove ;  b^ti  I  qatmot,  a$  I  am 
advised,  so  satisfMtorily  establish  that  claimf  till 
your  Migesty^s  goodoecfa  tUmiX  bave.^Srected  me»  to 
i^  furnished  with  an  ai^be^ti^  statement  oC  Ibe  Wr 
tiial  cimgss  against  me,  aiid  that  acWitioml  in&f- 
mation,  which,  it  is  the  olgec^  <tf  this  fetter  mmt 
^fakly,  y«t  eajmed;ly,  to  iao^lore* 

am, 

Your  Majesty^  most  duliful,  sbbmhsive, 
•    and  humble  DaughteMh-kw, 

Montague  House.  (Signed)  C.  P. 

To  the  King.  ., 


id 


Aug.  fiOtb,  1806. 


The  Lord  Cbanodlor  has  the  hoaour  to  returo, 
to  b6T  Koyal  Highnesa  the  Prin<^s  of  Wales^  tbt 
boXi  as  he  received  it  this  morDing  from  His  Mtk*- 
jesty.  It  oQtitains  the  papers  he  formeily  seat 
to  her  Royal  Hif^mess,  and  which  he  sends  as  tb^y 
Mie,  tfainkkig  that  it  may  be  in  the  meantime  most 
agreeaUe  to  her  Royal  Hi^mess. 

The  reason  of  their*  not  having  been  authenticii^ 
ed  by  the  Lord  ChanceUor^  was>  that  he  received 
Ifaem  asoopie^  from  Earl  Spencer,  who  was  io 
possession  of  the  origlaals ;  and  he  could  not  there^^ 
fofe,  with  propriety >  do  so^  not  having  himself 
Mmtpared  them;  but  Hei  Royal  Highness  may 
depend  upon  having  other  copies  sent  to  her,  wUcb 
have  been  duly  exaqiined  and  certffied  to  be  so. 

The  box  will  be  delivered  to  (me  of  her  Royal 
H^^mess's  Pages  in  wahin^  by  the  principal  offi*' 
cer,  attendant  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor^  and  he 
iriisCs  he  shail  £fx{  full  credit,  with  her  Royid  H%jfcK 
ates^  that  in  sending  a  servant  ibnnerly  with  the 
papers,  the  moment  he  received  tbevi  (no  messett* 
ger  being  in  waitings  and  the  officers  who  attend 
hioi,  being  detained  by  their  dnties  in  court,)  he 
conld  not  be  supposed  to  have  intended  any  pos- 
sible disrespect,  which  he  b  ineapahfe  of  shewing 
to  any  lady,  but  most  especiatty  to  any  member  at 
His  Migesty's  Royal  Family. 

To  Her  Royal  Highneu  the  Princess  of  Waks, 
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Linceln^s  Inn  Fields,  Aug.  24,  1806. 

Hid  Majesty  has  beet>  pleased  to  transmit  to  oie 
thd  letter  which  h^  has  received  from  your:  Royal 
Highness,  dated  the  17th  instant ;  and  to  direct,  tbirt 
I  should  communicate  the  same  to  the  Lovd9 
Coitimissioners,  who  had  been  coinmaiided  by  Hb 
Majesty  to  report  to  His  Majesty  on  the  matfe^m 
therein  referred  to;  and  I  have  now  received  His 
Majesty *s  further  commands,  in  consequence  of 
that  letter,  to  acquaint  your  Royal  Highness,  thai 
when  I  transmitted  to  your  Royal  Highness,  by 
the  King'^s  commands,  and  under  my  signature^ 
the  copies  of  official  papers,  ^vhich  had  been  laid 
before  His  Majesty,  those  papers  were  judg^ 
thereby  duly  authenticated,  accordbg  to  the  usual 
couFse  and  forms  of.  office ;  an^  sufficiently  so,  for 
the  purposes,  for  which,  His  Majesty  had  been  gra* 
ciously  pleased  to  direet  them  to  be  communicated 
to  your  Royal  Highness. 

That,  nevertheless,  there  does^not  appear  to  be 
any  r^aSon  for  His  Majesty's  declining  a  compliance 
with  the  request  which  your  Royal  Highness  has 
b^n  advised  to  make,  that  those  copies  should, 
after  being  examined  with  the  originals,  be  at* 
tested  by  some  person  to  be  named .  for  that  pur- 
pose: and  that,  if  your  Royal  Highness,  will  do 
iiie  the  honour  to  transmit  them  to  me,  they  shall 
be  examined  and  attested  accordingly,  after  cor-^ 
recting  any  errors,  that  may  have  occurred  in  the 
copying. 
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His  Majesty  has  further  authorized  me  to  ac* 
quaint  your  Royal  Highness,  that  he  is  graciously 
pleased,  on  your  Royal  Highness's  request,  to  con- 
sent^ that  copies  of  the  written  declarations,  referred 
to  in  the  Report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners, 
ibould  be  transmitted  to  your  Royal  Highness,  and 
that  the  same  will  be  transmitted  accordingly,  so 
soon  as  they  can  be  transcribed. 

(Signed)        ERSKINE  C-^ 

The  Lord  Chancellor  has  the  honour  to  add  to 
the  above  official  communication,  that  his  Purse* 
bearer  respectfully  waits  her  Royal  Highness's  com- 
mands, in  case  it  should  be  Her  Royal  HighnessV 
pleasure  to  return  the  papers  by  him. 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  fFaies. 


Lincoln's-  Inn  Fields^  Aug.  29th,  1 80ft 

The  Lord  Chancellor  has  the  honour  to  transmit, 
to  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  the 
papers,*  desired  by  Her  Royal  Highness,  just  as 
he  received  them  a  few  minutes  ago  from  Earl 
Spencer,  with  the  note  accompanying  them. 

*  N.  B.  These  papers  J  being  the  origifuU  decla-  • 
rationsy  on  which  t/ie  Inquiry  proceeded  ttnil  he 
found  in -Appendix  (A.) 
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Aug.  3l6t,  1806.    ' 

Her  Royal  Highness  tbe  Princess  of  Wales 
acquaints  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the  gentle* 
man^  with  whom  her  Royal  Highness  advises^  and 
who  had  possession  of  the  copies  of  the  official 
papers  communicated  to  Her  Royal  Highness^ 
by  the  £x>rd  Chancellor,  returned  from  the  coun*- 
try  late  yesterday  evening.  Upon  the  subject  of 
transmitting  these  papers  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
for  the  purpose  of  their  being  examinedi  and 
authenticated,  and  then  returned  to  Her  Royai 
Highness,  he  states,  that  in  consequence  of 
tbe  Lord  Chancellor's  assurance,  contained  in  fatt 
note  of  the  20tb  inst.  that  Her  Royal  H^neas 
Qiigbt  depend  upon  having  other  copies  sent  to 
her,  which  had  been  duly  examined  and  certified 
to  be  so ;  be  has  relied  upon  being  able  to  refer  to 
those  already  sent,  and  therefore  it  would  be  incon- 
venient to  part  with  them  at  present:  and  Her 
Royal  Highness  therefore  hopes,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  wilt  procure  for  ber  the  other  authenti- 
cated copies,  which  his  Lordship  promised  in  bis 
note  of  tbe  80th  inst. 

With  respect  to  tbe  copies  already  sent,  being 
as  the  Lord  Chancellor  expresses  it,  in  bis  letter 
of  the  24th  inst  ^^  judged  to  be  duly  authenticated 
^'  according  to  th^  usual  course  and  forms  of  office, 
*^  and  sdfficiently  so  ibr  the  purpose  for  which 
^*  His  Majesty  had   been  gracicxisly  pleased  to 
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direct  them  to  be  communicated  to  Her  Royal 
Highness,    because  they  were  transmitted    to 
Her»  by  the  King's  commands,  and  mider  his 
Lordship's    signature," — Her  Royal   Highness, 
could  never  have  wished  for  a   moane  authentic 
attestation,  if  she  had  conceived,  that  they  were 
authenticated  under  such  signature*     But  she  could 
jnot  think  that  the  mere  signature  of  his  Lordabipi 
w.tbe  outside  oC  the  envelope,  which  containfid 
tbeoi,  could  afford  any  authenticity  to  the  thir^ 
papers,  which  that  envelope  contained ;  or  could^ 
in  ^xxy.  mannei^  identify  any  of  those  papery  as 
having  been,  contained  in  that  envelope.     And 
she  had  felt  hecself  cemfirmed  in  thai  opinion,  by 
hi»  Lordship's  sayiqg  in  his  note  of  the  SOtbs  inst 
tisat  the  reason  of  their  not  having  been  autheof 
ticated,  by  the  Lord  ChaoceUor,  was,  that  h^ 
received  them  as  copies  from  Earl  Spmcect  who 
was  in  possession  of  the  ordinate,  and  he  tomld 
not  therefore  with  propriety  do  so,  not  having 
himst^  compared  thenu 

Her  Royal  Highness  takes  this  opportunity  of 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  declarations  refer'* 
red  to  in  the  Commissioners'  Report. 
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To  the  Lord  Chancellor* 


u 


Lincoln's  Inn  Fields^  Sept.  2nd,  1806. 

^H£  Lord  Chancellor  has  taken  the  earliest 
Opportunity  in  his  power^  of  complying  with  the 
wishes  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales^  He  made  the  promise  of  other  copies^ 
without  any  communication  with  the  other  Com* 
tiiissioners,  wholly  from  a  desire  to  shew  every 
kind  of  respect  and  accommodation  to  Her  Royal 
Highness,  in  any  thing  consistent  ynth  bis  duty, 
and,  not  at  all,  from  any  idea,  that  the  papers,  as 
originally  sent,^  (though  there  might  be  errors  in 
the  copying)  were  not  sufficiently  authenticated^ 
An  opinion  which  he  is  obliged  to  say  he  is  not 
removed  from ;  nevertheless,  the  liord  Chancellor 
has  a  pleasure  in  conforming  to  Her  Royal  Hi^^^ 
'Bess's  wishes,  and  has  thct  honour  to  enclose  the 
attested  copies  of  the  Depositions,  as  he  has  receiv- 
^  them  from  Earl  Spencer. 

lb  JKsr  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  IVale^.^ 


To  the  King. 

Sire,  , 

Impressed  with  the  deepest  sentiments  of  gra- 
titude, for  the  countenance  and  protection  which  I 
have  hitherto  uniformly  received  from  your  majes- 
ty, I  approach  you,  with  a^heart  undismayed,  upon 
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this  occasion^  «o  awfiil  and  momentous  to  my  cha-v 
racier,  my  Jionotir,  and  my  happiness.  I  should 
^indeed,  (under  charges  sueh  as  have  now  been 
brought  againsrt  me,)  prove  myself  undeserving  of 
(!he  continuance  of  that  countenance  and  protection, 
and  altogether  unworthy  of  the  high  station,  which 
I  hold  in  your  Majesty'*  iHustrious  family,  if  I 
«ou^t  for  any  partiality,  for  any  indulgence,  for 
iMiy  thing  mort  than  what  is  due  to  me  in  justice. 
My  entire  confidence  in  your  Majesty's  virtues  as- 
sunes  me,  that  I  cannot  meet  with  less.  ' 

The  situation,  which  I  have  been  so  happy  as  to 
lidld  in  your  Majesty's  good  opinbn  and  esteetri ; 
my  lotion  in  your  Majesty's  august  family ;  my 
Wtf  vaj  honour,  and,  through  mine,  the  honour  Of 
yoor  Majesty's  femily  have  been  attacked.  Sir 
Sxhn  and  Lady  Douglas  have  attempted  to  support 
a  direct  and  precise  diarge,  fcy  which  they  have  dared 
to  impute  to  me,  the  enormous  guilt  of  High 
Treasop,  conraritted  in  die  foul  crime  of  Adultery. 
fh  tijfs  charge,  the  extravagance  of  their  malice  has 
d^eated  itself.  The  Report  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners,  acting  under  your  Majesty's  warrant, 
hits  mostinlly  deared  me  of  that  charge.  But  there 
remain  imputations,  Btran^^ly  sanctioned,  and  coun- 
tenanced by  that  Heport,  on  which  I  cannot  remain 
silent,  without  incurring  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences to  my  honour  and  character.  For  it  states 
to  your  Majesty,  that  **  The  circumstances  detailed 
against  me  must  be  credited;  till  they  are  dec!- 
aWeify  contradicted.^  ;        ;   . 
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To  contradict,  with  as  much  decision,  as  the 
contradiction  of  an  accused  can  convey ;  to  expose 
the  injustice  and  malice  of  my  enemies ;  to  shew 
the  utter  impossibility  of  giving  credit  to  their  tes* 
timony ;  and  to  vindicate  my  own  innocence,  will 
be  the  objects,  Sire,  of  this  letter.  In  the  course 
of  my  pursuing  these  objects,  I  shall  have  much  to 
complain  of,  in  the  substance  of  the  Proceeding 
Itself,  and  much  in  the  manner  of  conducting  iL 
That  any  of  these  charges  should,  ever,  have  been 
entertained,  upon  testimony  so  little  worthy  of 
belief,  which  betrayed,  in  every  sentence,  ths 
malice  in  \which  it  originated ;  that,  even  if  they 
were  entertained  at  all,  your  Majesty  should  have 
been  advised  to  pass  by  the  ordinary  legal  modes 
of  Inquiry  into  such  high  crimes,  and  to  refer  them 
to  a  Commission,  open  to  all  the  objection,  which  I 
shall  have  to  state  to  such  a  mode  of  Inquiry ;  that 
the  Commissioners,  after  having  negatived  tlie 
principal  charge  of  substantive  crime,  should  have 
entertained  considerations  of  matters,  that  amount- 
ed to  no  legal  offence,  and  which  were  adduced, 
not  as  substantive  charges  in  themselves,  but  as 
matters  in  support  of  the  principal  accusation; 
That  through  the  pressure  and  weight  of  their  offi* 
cial  occupations,  they  did  not,  perhaps,  could  n(rt, 
bestow  that  attention  on  the  case,  which,  if  given  to 
it,  must  have  enabled  them  to  detect  the  viUany 
and  falsehood  of  my  accusers,  and  their  foul  con- 
spiracy against  me ;  and  must  have  preserved  my 
character  from  the  weighty  imputation  which  the 
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«iith(Mrity  of  the  Commissioners,  has,  for  a  time, 
east  upon  it;  but,  above  all,  that  they  should, 
upon  this  ex  parte  examination,  without  heariug 
one  word  that  I  could  urge,  have  reported  to  your 
Majesty,  an  opinion  on  these  matters,  so  prejudi* 
ciai  to  my  honour,  and  from  which  I  can  have  no 
appeal,  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  (because  the 
charges,  constituting  no  legal  offence,  cannot  be 
made  the  ground  of  a  judicial  inquiry ;) — These 
and  many  other  circumstances^  connected  with  the 
length  of  the  Proceeding,  which  have  cruelly  aggra- 
vated, to  my  feelings,  the  pain  necessarily  atten- 
dant upon  this  Inquiry,'  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
refrain  from  stating,  and  urging,  as  matters  of  se- 
rious lamentation  at  least,  if  not  of  well-grounded 
complaint. 

In  commenting  upon  any  part  of  the  circum* 
stances,  which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  this 
Inquiry,  whatever  observations  I  may  be  compel* 
led  to  make  upon  any  of  them,  I  trust,  I  never 
shall  forget  what  is  due  .to  officers  in  high  station 
and  employment  under  your  Majesty.  No  apolo- 
gy, therefore,  can  be  required  for  any  reserve  in  my 
expressions  towards  them.  But  if,  in  vindicating 
my  innocence  against  the  injustice  and  malice  of  my 
enemies,  I  should  appear  to  your  Majesty  not  to 
express  myself  with  all  the  warmth  and  indigna- 
tion, which  innocence,  so  foully  calumniated,  must 
feel,  your  Majesty  will^  I  trust,  not  attribute  my 
forbearance  to  any  insensibility  to  the  grievous  in- 
juries I  have  sustained ;   but  will  graciously  be 
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0d  ufK>Q  B^salf^  1^  in  eod^avoiiriiig  t^  deecr a^ 
m  just  tei'in$».  the  motif es^  the  conduct,  tl}e,pfirn 
jury^  and  all  tba  foul  circupustaoces  wbick  cbaripbc^ 
teori^se^  and  egtablbb  the  Bfialica  of  my  accusenay  | 
w^gkt  ^use  language^  wkicbi  thoogb  not  unjustly  aj^ 
pUed  to  tbons.  >3ai|Sbl^  bef  Jtiiprop^r  to  be  4jsed»  b]( 
nis,  to  aqy.bodji  or  unfit  to  he  eni^oyed  bf  an^ 
Ibodyi  bufnUyi  respectiulty^  afid  dotifully  ad<^&r 
iog  your  J^ajesty. 

.  That  m  fit  oppcnrtunity  bas  occurred  for  kying 
open  jQQ^y.  bear t  to  your  Majestyi  perbap%  I  abait^ 
bf^reafteri  bay^  no  reason  to  lameoti  For  more 
tbap  two  yearsy  I  bad  been  informed,  tbat,  upon 
1^  prf  sumptioii  of  soooe  nnscondoel  in  ne^  my 
bebaviour  bad  been  made  tbe  subject  of  inveatigsb- 
1^n»  And  my  neighbours'  servants  had  been  exam- 
ipeid  concerning  it*  Aud  for  some  time,  I  bad 
received  mysterious  and  indistinct  intimatio»|^ 
that ;  some  great  misohief  was  meditated  towards 
$aae.  ,  And,  in  all  tlie  circumstances  of  my  very  pe- 
cqliar  situation^  it  will  not  he  tbouglit  straoge,  that 
4K>wever  conscious  I  was^  that  I  bad  no  just  cause 
offe^r^  I  should  yet  feel  some  uneasiness  on  this 
accpui>t.  With  surprise  certainly,  (because  the 
lirst  tidio^s  were  of  a  kind  to  excite  suipris^)  hut 
.f itbout  alarm^  I  received  the  katellifence,  tha^  for 
jsome  reasoQj  a  formal  investigation  of  some  partit 
of  my  <sQod^ot  had  b^en  advised^  and  had  actually 
.taken  place.  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
l^ent^  oa  the  7tjb  ^f  Junei  araaounced.  it  to  me. 
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ifo-tMioiiiiced  to  cm;— the  Prinoe^  of  Wjakt,  vi 
tlie  first  coaHnudkation  odade^  to  itie,  wkb  respect 
to  tbU  proceedingi  tbeneer  approachof  twoattemies 
(one  of  them,  I  siaoe  find^  the  aolieittNr  teoplo^fed 
by  Sir  John  Douglas))  claiming  lo  enter  woj  dwells 
ia|^  with  a  warrant,  to  take  away  one  half  of  my 
household)    for  luinMHliate    examination  upon    t 
charge  against  myself.      Of  the  nature  of  thtt 
diarge,  I  was  then  uninformed.     It  now  appears^  it 
^fvas  the  charge  of  High  Treason^  commiitted  in  tlie 
^lamouff  crime  of  adultery.     His  Royal  Highness, 
I  an  sure^  will  do  me  the  justice  to  represent  10 
your  Majestyi  that  I  betrayed  no  fear^  that  I  ma* 
oifested  no  symptoms  of  conscious  guilty  thai  I 
sought  no  excuses  to  prepare,  to  to  tutor,  my  ser^ 
vents  for  the  examination  which  they  were  to  utider^ 
^«     The  only  rci^uest  which  I  made  to  his  Beyal 
H%hne8s  was,  that  he  would  have  the  goodness  to 
lemain  with  me  till  my  servants  wens  gone  {  that 
he  might  beai*  witness,  that  I  had  no  cMvcrsatioti 
wi|h  them  before  they  went    In  truth.  Sine,  my 
anxi^s,   under  a  knowledge  that  sooie  serious 
nuschief  was  planning  against  me,  and  while  I  was 
ignorant  of  its  quality  and  extent,  had  been  so  great, 
that  I  could  not  but  rejoice  at  an  event,  which 
"Slimed  to  prooc&e  me  an  early  opportunity  ^f  aa- 
certaimng  what  the  malice  of  my  enemies  intended 
i^ainst  me. 

It  has  not  been,  indeed,  without  impatience  (In 
4nost  painful,  that  I  have  passed  the  interval,  v^ich 
has  -since  elapsed.    When  oace  it  was  oot  only 
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known  to  me,  but  to  the  world  (for  it  was  known 
to  the  world)  that  Inquiry  of  the  gravest  nature 
bad  been  instituted  into  my  conduct,  I  looked  to 
the  conclusion/  with  all  the  eagerness  that  could 
belong  to  an  absolute  conviction,  that  my  inno- 
cence, and  my  honour,  to  the  disgrace  and  con- 
fusion of  my  accusers,  would  be  established ;  and 
that  the  groundless  malice,  and  injustice  of  the 
whole  charge  would  be  manifested  to  the.  world, 
as  widely  as  the  calumny  had  been  circulated.  I 
knew  that  the  result  of  an  ea^  parte  inquiry,  from 
its  very  nature,  could  not,  unless  it  fully  asserted 
my  entire  innocence,  be  in  any  degree  just.  And 
I  had  taught  myself  most  firmly  to  believe,  that 
it  was  utterly  impossiblCy  that  any  opinion,  which 
could,  in  the  smallest  degree,  uork  a  prejudice 
to.  my  honour  and  character,  could  ever  be  ex- 
pressed in  any  terms,  by  any  persons,  in  a  Report 
upon  a  solemn  formal  Inquiry,  and  more  especially 
to  your  Majesty,  without'  my  having  some  notice, 
and  some  opportunity  of  being  heard.  And  I 
was  convinced,  that,  if  the  Proceeding  allowed  me, 
before  an  opinion  was  expressed,  the  ordinary 
means,  which  accused  persons  have,  of  vindicating 
their  honour  and  their  innocence,  my  honour  and 
my  innocence  must,  in  any  opinion,  which  could 
then  be  expressed,  be  fully  vindicated,  and  effec- 
tually established.  What  then.  Sire,  must  have 
been  my  astonishment,  and  my  dismay,  when  I 
saw,  that  notwithstanding  the  principal  accusation 
was  found  to  be  utterly  false,  yet  some  of  the  wit^ 


31 


msses  to  those  charges  which  were  brou^t  in 
support  of  the  principal  accusation, — ^witnesses^ 
whom,  any  person,  interested  to  have  protectied  my 
character,  would  easily  have  shewn^  out  of  their 
own  mouths,  to  be  utterly  unworthy  of  credit,  and 
confederates  in  foul  conspiracy  with  my  false  accu- 
sers, are  reported  to  be  '^  free  from  all  suspicion  of 
unfavourable  bias;"  their  veracity,  ^rin  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Commissioners,  not  to  be  questioned;" 
and  their  infamous  stories,  and  insinuations  against 
me^  to  be  ^^  such  as  deserve  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration, and  as  must  be  credited  till  decisively 
contradicted." 

The  Inquiry,  after  I  thus  had  notice  of  it,  con* 
tanued  for  above*  two  months.  I  venture  not  t» 
complain,  as  if  it  had  been  unnecessarily  protract* 
ed.  The  important  duties,  and  official  avoca- 
tions of  the  Noble  Lords,  appointed  to  carry  it 
on,  may  naturally  account  for,  and  excuse,  some 
delay.  But  however  excusable  it  may  have  been, 
your  Majesty  will  easily  conceive  the  pain  and 
anxiety,  which  this  interval  of  suspense,  has  occa- 
sioned ;  and  your  Majesty  will  not  be  surprised, 
if  I  further  represent,  that  I  have  found  a  great 
aggravation  of  my  painful  sufferings,  in  the  delay 
which  occurred  in  communicating  the  Report  to 
me.     For  though  it  is  ^ated  on  the  14th  July, 

*  The  time  that  the  Inquiry  was  peDding,  after  this  notice 
of  it,  is'here  confounded  with  the  time  which  elapsed  before 
the  Report  was  communicated  to  Her  Roval  Highness.  The 
Inquiry  itself  only  lasted  to  the  14th  or  10th  of  July,  which  is 
bat/belwren  five  and  tix  weeks  from  the  7th  of  June.  . 
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rl  did  ttot  reoerive  k,  nOtwHtntanding  your 

ty's  gmeioQS  commands,  till  the  1  ith  of  A^u^ 

■ 

It  wa6  d«ie,  uhquertioha'bly,  to  your  Mejesly,  tbat 

the  ittalt  of  an   Inqairy,    commanded   by   yoiir 

•Maj^tty,   upOQ  adme  nvhicli    bad  been  ofiered, 

-touching  maftters  of  the  highest  import,  should  be 

'first,  afid  immediately,  communicated  to  you.    The 

•  respect  and  honour  due  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
uMetteet  which  he  must  necessarily  bare  taken  in 

^'ihUr^  Inquiry,*  combined  to  make  it  indisputaUy 

'fit,  that^e  result  should  be,  forthwith,  alsc^  stated 

'  to  His  Royal  Highness.     I  complain  not,  ther^ore, 

that  it  was  too  early  communicated  to  any  one: 

*  I  coinplaiil^  only,  (and  I  -cbmplani  most  seriously, 
'  f or  f  fek  it  itiost  severely)  of  the^delay  in  its  com- 

iiHsaicatim  to  me. 

iUimouf  bad  informed  the  world,  tbat  the  He- 
^port  had  been  early  communicated  to  your  Ma* 
jeafty,  und  to  his  Royal  Highness.  I  cKd  not 
i^ceive  the  benefit,  intended  ibt  ine  by.  year 
Majesty's  graieions  command,  tin  a  month  trAer 
the  l^ort  was  signed,  fiut  the  same  Ttnnoar 
had  represented  me,  to  my  infinite  prejudice,  as 
in  possession  of  the  Report,  during  HMit  month, 
tmd  the  tnatioe  of  those,  who  wished  to  staiamy 
honour,  has  not  foiled  to  suggest  all  that  malice 
<c6ulditt^r,  fi-om  its  remaining  id  that  possession; 
so  long  unnoticed.  May  I  be  permitted  to  isay, 
that,  tf  the  Report  acquits  me,  my  inooceeoe  en- 
titled me  to  receive  from  those,  to  wbom  your 
Majesty's  commands  bad  been  gi¥en,  an  immedittte 
notification  of  the  fact  that  it  did    acquit  me. 


$$ 

^hfiji,  \£it  ti^Bjiows^d  tm9  tbe.  weight K)i*BU€ili  « 
$ep^ce  Shbpiild  )¥^t.  bavp  bees  left  to  settle,  in 
anyitiindy  much  less  upoa  your  Majesty's^  for< 
mcmtl^  befffft  I  caaM  eren  bagin  to  prepare  an 
qjiswjeri  M'jbicb,  wben  begun,  oQald  not  speecMly 
]fQ  cppcluded J  and  ibat^  if  the  Report  could  %e 
r.qpreseut€d  as  t>oJthj«Bcquitiingy  ai^  ooai&eifHiiti); 
ip^e,  the  rea&OQ^i  wjhiicib  sug^ated  the  pFqpriely 
of  Q41  early  coatm^qication  in  «ach  of  the  fopfnet* 
cases,  cambtped  tomake  it  proper  and  netestory 
in  the  latter.  . 

,  And  why  alt  cp(isideration  of  my  ieelings  "vna 
thus  cruelly  n^ected ;  why  I  was  kept  uponh  tl^ 
icack,  duxing^aU  this,  tii^^  iigiu>rftot  of  the  result 
Qf  a  clutrge,  ^  ^vhicb  laiffected  jDaiy>bonoor  and  mf 
life;  and  why^  -especially  in  a  case^  Habere  such 
grave  inatters  were  to  CQtitinue  to  foe  **  credited, 
to, the  prejudice  af  my  honour/'  till  they  were 
V  decidedly  coatra)di<^ed,"  the  meaiis  of  knowing 
ivbat  it  was,  that  X  musU  at  least,  endeavour  to 
contradict,,  were  witbhotdisn  from  me^  a  single 
unnecessary  hoor,  I  knqwnot,  and  I  wiiL^nol 
trust  uiyselfy  in  the  attempt,  to  conjecture. 

On. the  11  th  of  AqgMflt^  however,  I  at  lengtll 
received  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  a|iacket  con*^ 
trilling tpppies  of  the  W'^'^i'^^^^  Gomanaaion  aui^ 
thoriziotg  the  Inquiry;  of  the  Report— and  of  the 
£xaraina.tions  on  whifib  the  Hepoit  'was  founded^ 
Ai/d  your  Majesty  may  be  ipraaMMttly  fildaseddii^ 


\ 


34 


(ecdlleeC,  that  on  the  1 3th  1  returned  my  gratefal 
thanks  to  your  Majestyj  for  having  ordered  these 
papers  to  be  sent  to  me* 

f  Your  Majssty  wHI  readily  imagine  that>  upon  a 
•ubjectof  such  importance^I  could  not  venture  to 
trust  only  to  my  own  advice;  and  those  with  whom 
I  advid€fd>  suggestedj  that  the  wrkten  Declarati- 
ons or  Charges  upon  which  the  Inquiry  had  pro- 
ceeded,  and  which  the  Commissioners  refer  to  in 
their  Report,  and  represent  to   be  the  essential 
foundation  of  thewholie  proceeding,  did  not  ac- 
company the  Examinations  and  Report ;  and  also 
that  the  papers  themselves  were  not  autbenticat** 
ed.     I  therefore  ventured  to  address  your  Ma- 
jesty, upon  these  supposed  defects  in  the  com- 
munication, and  humbly  requested  that  the  copies 
of  th$  papers,  which  I  then  returned,  might,  after 
being    examined,  and   authenticated,  be  again 
transmitted   to  me ;  and  that  I  might  also   be 
furnished  wii?h  caopies  of  the  written  Declarations 
so  referred  td  in  the  Report.     And   my  humble 
thanks  are  due  for  your  Majesty*s  gracious  com- 
pliance with  my  request    On  the  29th  of  Atignst 
I  recdved,  in  consequence,  the  attested  copies 
of  those  Declarations,  and  of  a  Narrative  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the   Duke  of  Kient;  and   a  few 
days  after,  on  the  3d  of  September,  the  attested 
copies  of  the  Examinations  which  were  taken 
before  the  Commissioners. 
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Thq  Papers  which  I  htve  rcceired  ere  as  follow : 

*  The  Narrative  of  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Kent,  dated  27th  of  December,  1805. 

A  Copy  of  the  written  Declaration  of  .Sir  Johb 
and  Lady  Douglas,  dated  December  3, 1805. 

A  Paper  containing  the  written  Declarations, 
or  Examinations,  of  the  persons  hereafter  enu- 
merated ; — ^The  titlfe  to  these  Papers  is, 

"  For  the  purpose  of  confirming  the  Statement 
"  niade  by  Lady  Douglas,  of  the  circumstances 
**  mentioned  in  her  Narrative,  The  following  ex- 
'^'  anainations  have  been  taken,  and  which  have 
^*  been  signed  by  the  several  persons  who  .have 
^*  been  examined"—^ 

Two  of  Sarah  Lampert ;— one,  dated  Chelten- 
ham, 8th  January,  1806, — and  the  ot^er,  29tli 
March,  180ff. 

One  of  William  Lampert,  baker,  )  14,  Chelteoi- 
ham,  apparently  of  the  saine  date  with  the  last  of 
Sarah  Lam  per  t's* 

Four  of  Williana  Cole,  dated  respectively,  1 1  ih 
Jaoua/y  14th  Jan  uary>  SOtb  January,  and  23rd 
February,  1806. 

One  of  Robert  Bidgood,  dated  Temple,  4th 
April,   1806. 

One  of  Sarah  Bidgood,  dated  Temple,  23r,d 

,  April,  1806;  and 

'  -  •  'J.  •  '  '. 

One  of  Frances  Doyd,  dated  Temple,  IStJii 
>$fy,  1806.  / 


*  Se«  Appeadix  (B). 
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The  othcT  Papers  *mJ  Documenta  wbicb   ac? 
companied  the  Report,  are,^ 

1906.     No. 

Q9  May^      I.    The  King's  Warrant  or  CoQ)mi$T 

sion« 
1  June,      2.    DepositioB  of  Lady  Dourgtas. 

I  Si  of  Sir  JobB  Jt)o«igla9,i 

6  4.  of  Robert  pidgood,, 

0  5,  of  W.Cole. 

7  6^  of  Frances  Lloyds 
7                7.                      of  Mary  Wilson. 

7  8*  of  Samiiel  Roberts. 

7  d.  of  Thomas  Stii^eiaaaii, 

7  10.  of  J.  Sicard. 

7  llr  of  Charlotte  Sander. 

7  .    12.  pf  Sophia  Austin. 

£Q  13.     tetter  from   Lord    Spencier  to 

Lord  Gwydir. 

Sfl  14.'  from    Lord    Gwydir   tp 

,  Lord  Spencer. 

21  15.  from  Lady  Willoughby  tQ 

Lord  Spenc6r. 

g[3  }6.    Eitract  from  Register  oiF  Brown- 

low-street  Hospital. 

23  17.    Deposition  of  Elizabeth  Gosclep* 

23  18.  of  Betty  Towntey. 

25  19-  of  Thomas  Edmeades. 

25  20..  of  Samud  G.  Mills. 

27  2fl.  of  Hariiet  Fitzgerald • 

1  July,    22.     Letter  from    Lord  Spencer  to 

Lord  Gwydir. 

*  See  Appendix  (A) 
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jjS'Jiiiy,     23.     Letter  from   Lord  Gwydir    to 

Lord  Spencer, 
'  9  ^-k     Queries  to  Lady  Wiiloughby  and 

Answers. 
3  25*     Fartberde^ositionofR.Bidgood. 

3  9€.    Deposition  of  Sir  F.  MiUman* 
S  27-  of  Mrs.. Lisle. 

4  28.    Letter  from  Sir  Francis  MiUman 

to  the  Lord  CbanceUor.    ' 
16  fi9»    Deposition  of  Lord  Cholmon?- 

dcdey. 
14  36.    TheHi^port. 

By  the  Copy  which  I  have  receired  of  the 
Commissiofi,  or  Warrant,  under  which  the  In- 
quiry  has  been  pr oseeuted,  it  appears  to  be  an-in-* 
jBtrnmeAt  uncJer  your  Majesty's  Sign  Manual,  not 
l^*antersigned,  notunderany  seal.— It  recites,  that 
fen  Abstract  of  certain  written  DecIarations,toach« 
ing  my  conduct  (without  specifying  by  whom  those 
D&clarations  were  made,  or  the  nature  of  the  mat- 
ters, touching  which  they  had  been  made,  or  even 
by  Whom  the  Abstract  had  been  prepared,)  had 
been  laid  before  your  Majesty ;  into  the  truth  of 
which  it  purports  to  authorize  the  four,  noble 
Peers,  who  are  named  in  it,  to  inquire  and  to  ex* 
amine  upon  oath,  such  persons  as  they  think  fit ; 
and  to  report  to  ;^our  Majesty  the  result  of  their 
Examination.  By  referring  to  the  written  Decla- 
rations, it  appears  that  they  contain  allegations 
against  me,  amounting  to  the  charge  of  High  Trea- 
ton/ add  also  other  matterS;  which,  if  understood 
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to  be,  as  tbey  eeeoi  to  have  been  acted  and  repcirt^ 
ed  upoDa  by  the  CommissioDers,  not  as  evidence 
confirmatory  (as  they  are  expressed  to  be  in  thfir 
title)  of  the  principal  charge^  but  as  distinct  and 
substantive  subjects  of  examination,  cannot,  as  I 
am  advised,  be  represented,,  as  in  law,  amount* 
ing  to  crimes.     How  most  of  the  Declarations 
referred  to  were  collected,  by  whom,  at  whose  so- 
licitation, under  what  sanction,  and  before  what 
perdbns,  magistrates  or  others,  they  were  made^ 
does  not  appear.     By  tb^  title,  indeed,  which  all 
the  written  Declarations,  except  Sir  John  and 
Lady  .Douglas's  bear;  viz/  "  That  tlipy  had  been 
taken  -for  the  purpose  of  cpnfirfning  Lady  Doug- 
Us's  Statement,"  it  may  be  coUectedi  ^^that  thej 
had  been  inade  by  her,  or  at  least  by  Sir .  John 
Douglas's  procurement.  And  the  concluding  pasr 
sage  of  one  of  them,  X  mean  the  fourth  declaca^ 
tion  of  W.  Cole,  strengthens  this  opinion,  its  it  re** 
presents  Sir  John  Doi|gla9i  accompanied  by  hii 
Solicitor  Mr.  Lowten,  to  have  gone  down  as  fajr 
as  Cheltenham  for  the  examination  of  twp  ^fi( 
the  witnesses  whose  declarations  are  there  stated. 
I  am,  however,  at  a  loss  to  know,  at  this  moment, 
whom  I  am  to  consider,  or  whom  I  could  legally 
fix,  as  my  false  accuser.    From  the  .circumstance 
last  mentioned,  it  might  be  infecredj  Uiat  Sir  Johp 
and  Lady  Douglas,  or  one  of  them?  is  that  accuser. 
But.  Lady  Douglas,  in  her  written  Declaration,  so 
far  from  representing  the  information  which  she 
then  gives^  as  moving  voluntarily  from  herselj^ 


expressly  states  that  she  givies  it  under  the  direct 
cbminand  of 'His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  the  papers  leave  toe  without  informa- 
tion, from  whom  any  commanication  to  the 
Prince  origiuated/ which  induced  him  to  give  such 
commands.  ' 

Upon  the  question,  how  far  the  advice  is  agree* 
ahle  to  law,  under  which  it  was  recommended  to 
your  Majesty,  to  issue  this  Warrant  or  Commis- 
sion, not  countersigned,  nor  under  seal,  and  with- 
ont  any  of  your  Majesty's  advisers,  therefore, 
being  on  the  face  of  it,  responsible  for  its  issuing.  In 
am  not  competent  to  determine.  And  undoubtedly 
considering  that  the  two  high  legal  authorities,  th« 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  King's  Bench,  consented  to  act  under  it^  it  is 
with  the  greatest  doubt  and  diffidence,  that  I  can 
bring  myself  to  express  any  suspicion  of  its  illega- 
lity. Bbt  if  it  be,  as  I  am  given  to  understand  it 
IS'  open  to  question, whether,  consistently  with  law, 
your  Majesty  should  have  been  advised  to  com- 
mand, by  this  M'arrant  or  commission,  persons  (not 
to  act  in  any  known  characterj  as  Secretaries  of 
State'9  as  Privy  Counsellors,  as  Magistrates  other- 
inse  empowered ;  but  to  act  as  Commissioners, and 
under  the  sole  authority  of  such  warrant,  to  in- 
quire (without  any  authority  to  hear  and  deter ' 
mine  any  thing  upon  the  subject  of  those  Inqui*' 
ries),  into  the  known  crime  of-  High  Treason, 
under  the  sanction  of  oaths,  to  be  administered  by 
them,  as  such  Commissioners,  and  to  report  the 
result  thereof  to  your  Majesty.     If,  \  say,  there 
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<iaQ  bttaayq^uMtioa: upon  lbf&  legality  of  tmeh  it , 
WarraAt  or  Q(|imius$i0Q|  Ibe  extreme  hard$hj|>» 
^  inth  whi^by  it  has  operated  uf  oa  me^  the  extrww^ 
prejjudice,  which  Ubas  doiteto  my  character,  aad 
to  which  such  a  proceeding  must  ever  expose  tbfli 
person  who  is  the  object  of  it,  obliges  me,  till  I 
am  fiiUy  cooriiaced  of  iits  legality,  to  forbear  fr^ 
acknowledi^ing  its  authority ;  and,  with   all  ba<^ 
mility  and  deference  to  your  Majesty,  to  jprotest 
against  it|  and  against  all  the  proceedings  under  it. 
If  this,  indeed,  were  matter  of  mere  form,  I 
should  be  ashamed  to  urge  it.     But  the  actual 
hardships  and  prejudice  which  I  have  suffered 
by  this  proceeding,   are   most  obvious^      For^. 
opon  the  |)rincipal  charge  against  me,  the  C!om« 
fiaissioners'have  most  satisfactorily,  and  *^witb* 
out  the  least  hesitationj'"^  for  -such  is  their  expres-^ 
sion,  reported   their  opinion   of  its   falsehood* 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglasy  therefore^  who  havef 
sworn  to  its  truth,  have  been  guilty  of  the  plain- 
est falsehood ,  yet  upon  the  supposition  of  the 
iUegality  of  this  Commiasion,  their  falsehood  most 
af^  J  a^v  ioformed,  go  unpunished*     Upon   tbM 
sujjipQ^^itiony  the  want  of  legal  authority  ia  the 
Commissioners  to  inquire  and  to  administer  an 
oath,  will  render  it  impossible  to  give  to  this  faLse^^ 
hood  the  character  of  pe;rjury.    3ut  thi3  is  by  no 
means  the  circumstance  which  I  feel  the  most 
severely.     Beyond  the  vindicating  of.  my  own 
clMiractery  and  the  consideration  of  providing  for 
my  future  security,  I  can  assure  your  Majesty^ 
that  the  punishment  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Doug«. 
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Iiel^t^btild  «{foM  me  no  ^tyfkedon.    tt  is  ftot 
'ttiferefere  with  regard  to  that  part  of-  the  cHargi, 
^thfeh  is  n(^8fti<red,    biit  trith  rcspedt  to   those, 
Which  are  SanCtibned  by  the  ftfepott,' those,  which, 
"ftDt  ahfiing  8ft  xtijf  Ufe,  exhaust  themselves  upon 
fiiy    ch'iracter,    fiftd    vthfch    the    CommTssioners 
Aave,  hi  sofne  mest^Ure  sanctioned  by  tbeif  Re- 
port^ that  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  complain, 
^tlad  the  Report  sanctione'd  ttie  principal  charge, 
.  cotrsthutfng  oi  Icnovtn  legal  cririie,  my  imiocencte 
1rt)uld  have  emboldened  me,  at  all  risques,  (and 
to  fliWe,  nb  person  has  ever  been  exposed  from 
the  tnalrce,  arrd  Mi^hocd  of  accusers)  to  hate 
.>demetnded  that  trial,  ^ich  cotrid  tegalty  deter* 
iliiis^  upoti  the  t^udi  or  fahehood  of  such  chargi^. 
"Tboogh  t  should  even  then  indeed  have  had  some 
taase  to  complain,  Ijecacrse  I  should  have  gone 

*  to  ihaft  trial,  under  itie  prejudice,  necessarily 
raised  against  me,  by  that  Report ;  yet  in  a 
proceeding  before  the  ju^t,  open,  and  know^ 
tribdnaHs  6^  your  Majesty's  kingdom,  I  should 
tiave  had^  a'  safe  appeal  from  the  resnh  of  an  ex 
parte  ihvestigatioh.  An  investigation  which,  his 
ixp6s6A  ttie  to  ah  the  hardships  of  a  secret  W- 

*  quilry,  ^iithout  giving  nie  tlie  benefit  of  settecy ; 
and  to  all  thd  severe  consequences  of  a  public  itr* 
vestigatiori,  in  p6ih<  of  injury  to  my  character, 
without  affording  mfe  any  of  its  substantial  b^^- 

*  fits,  ip' point  of  sedurtty.  Rut  the  Charges,  Which 
the  Comniissionefs  do  sanctibn  by  their  Report^ 
describing  them,  with  ft  tiiysteiloQ^  obscurity  dha 
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^  I  did  not  recfeiv€  it,  nOtwHtetandmg  your 

ty's  gmeions^  commands,  till  the  1  ith  of  At^u^. 

It  w«6  doe,  unquertionably,  to  your  Majesty,  that 

the  re&ulk  of  an   Inqcriry,    commanded  by   your 

•  Mejdsly,   upoo  ad  me  which    had  been  ofifered, 

-toudiing  matters  of  the  ^highest  import,  should  be 

'^rfiit,  and  immediately,  commiHiicated  to  you.   The 

respect  and  hondur  due  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 

iDtettesf  wbich  he  must  hecessarMy  hare  taken  in 

thilF  Inquiry,*  combined  to  make  it  indisputaiMy 

At,  thatltoe  result  should  be,  forthwith,  also  stated 

to  His  Royal  Highness.     I  complain  not,  therefore, 

thatittvas  too  early  communicated  to  any  one: 

I  coinplaib^  only,  {and  I  'cdmplaiki  most  seriously, 

'  for  i  felt  it  itiost  severely)  of  the^delay  in  its  com- 

m^inication  to  me. 

Rnmouf  had  informed  the  world,  that  the  ke- 
port  had-  been  early  communicated  to  your  Ma- 
jealy,  and  to  his  Royal  Highness.  I  did  not 
iwieive  the  benefit,  intended  fol*  me  by.  yoar 
Majesty's  gracious  command,  till  a  naonth  aifter 
%he  Iteport  was  sighed,  fiut  the  satbe  .rmiKmr 
had  jTeprcserited  me,  to  my  infinite  preja(Kce,  t% 
in  p6ss€ft»sion  df  the  Iteport,  during  ^t  month, 
tmd  the  ^aUce  of  those,  who  wished  to  stain  my 
faonoui",  has  not  foiled  to  su^dt  all  that  malice 
Refold  iirfer,  from  its  remaining  in  that  possesion; 
so  long  unnoticed.  May  I  be  permitted  to  jsay, 
that,  ^tfae  Report  acquits  me,  my  inffKHsenoe  en- 
titled me  to  receive  from  tbose^  to  wJbom  yotir 
Majesty's  eonmiands  liad  been  gi^en,  an  tmmtdiate 
notification  of  the  fact  that  it  did    acquit  me. 


$$ 

^hiJ^  ^f  it  ciKH^nmQd  onej  tbeweigkiofsocii  « 
seii^ce  s^iild  jfiQt.  hav^  been  left  to  setUe^  id 
anymind^  much  less  upoa  your  Majesty's,  for< 
mo^atl^^  be^re  I  cauM  etea  bogin  to  prepare  an 
^qswer^  M'^icb,  tvben  begun,  coiKldnot  speedily 
l^e  cppcladedj  and  Ibat,  if  the  Report  could  fee 
represented  :a$  t>oibh^q[uitling,  ai^yd  ooodetfrning 
qie,  the  rea&0Q$^  wJiiicih  suggested  the  ppppriely 
of  Q4I  early  coo^m^aication  in  'each  of  the  ibrmer 
cases,  combtped  to  make  it  proper  add  netestary 
in  the  latter^  ^ 

^  And  why  alt  cpQaideration  of  my  ieelings  ira§ 
thus  cruelty  ne^ected ;  wliy  I  was  kept  upon^  tbtf 
itack^  during.  aU  this,  tiaif ,  ignoradit  of  the  TesuU 
Qf  a  charge,  ^  ^vhieb  affected  my^bonoor  and  my. 
life^;  and  why^  -especially  in  acase^  labere  such 
grave  matters  vere  to  caminue  to  be  **  credited, 
to, the  prejudice  of  my  honour/'  till  tfaey  were 
;'  de^cidedl^  confraditited/'  the  meaiis  of  knowing 
}vbat  it  was,  that  1  muslj  at  least,  endeavour  to 
contradict,,  were  with^Idisn  from  mtf  a  /siogte 
unnecessary  hour,  I  kUQwnot,  and  I  wiU^^not 
trust  myselff  in  tbe  attsempt,  to  conjecture* 
.  On.tbe  lUb  of  AqgM3t»  however,  I  at  length 
received  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  a^mcket  con« 
tainipg!9ppies  of  the  Warnvntor  Gommission 'au>^ 
thorizing  tbe  Inquiry;  of  the  Report— and  of  the 
Examinations  on  whiefa  tbe  Jiepart  'wasfoundedi 
AiM  your  Majesty  may  be  |iprftciAmly  qpleased^it 
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'I  did  not  r6owV€  k,  nOtwHbBtandmg  your  MajHr 
ty'8  gmeions  commands,  tiU  the  1  ith  of  A^gii^ 
It  waft  doe,  unqneMiona'bly,  to  your  Majesty,  that 
•the  re&ulk  of  an   Inquiry,    commanded  by   your 

•  Majdsty/  upon  adme  which  had  been  oflfered, 
-touching  matters  of  the  highest  import,  should  be 
'^ntty  and  Immediately,  communicated  to  you.   The 

•  respect  «nd  honour  due  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
iDttt^esf  which  he  must  necessarily  h^e  taken  in 

'thUr"  Inquiry,*  combined  to  make  it  indisputaUy 
fit,  that  Itoe  result  should  be,  forthwith,  also  stated 
to  His  Royal  Highness.  I  complain  not,  therefore, 
that  it  was  too  early  communicated  to  any  one: 

•  I  coinplaiii^  only,  (and  I  complain  most  seriously, 
'  f or  i  felt  it  itiost  severely)  of  (he^delay  in  its  com- 

mnnication  to  nfie. 

Snmour  had  informed  the  world,  that  the  ke- 
-port  had  been  early  communicated  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, nod  to  his  Royal  Highness.  I  did  not 
i^eceive  the  benefit,  intended  fbl*  me  by .  yonr 
if aj^y 's  graicions  command,  tin  a  month  aiAer 
<he  Iteport  was  signed.  But  rtie  satne  Trnnofor 
had  represented  me,  to  my  iiifinite  preja(fice,  as 
in  possession  of  the  Report,  during  ^t  month, 
tmd  the  teaUoe  of  those,  who  wbhed  to  stain  my 
honour,  has  not  felled  to  su^dt  idl  that  malice 
<cd\AA  infer,  from  its  remaining  in  that  possesion; 
so  long  unnoticed.  May  I  be  pprinitted  to  jsay, 
that,  ^the  Keport  acquits  me,  my  infioce»Qe  en- 
titled me  to  receive  from  those^  to  wJbom  your 
Majesty's  conmnands  had  been  given,  an  immtdiefte 
notification  of  the  fact  that  it  did    acquit  me. 
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^hA%  if  it  ciH^nm^d  onej  tbeweigbiiofsocii  « 
$ej3^ce  sJ&piild  )K^t  have  be^Qleftto  settle^  id 
anyiiiindi  much  less  upoa  your  Majesty's,  for< 
mo^atl\4  bafffrc!  I  cq^M  erea  begin  to  prepare  an 
^Qswefi  wjbicb,  tvben  begun,  caiftld  not  speedily 
i^e  cp^claded  J  and  ibat,  if  the  Report  could  fee 
represented  as  ^Jth jsocquitling,  a2?yd  ooodetfmitig 
ijiei  the  rea&ooSi  wlii^b  suggested  the  pFQpriely 
of  04^  early  Coo^amolcation  in  "each  of  the  formei' 
cases,  cambtped  to  make  it  proper  and  qetessary 
in  the  latter.  . 

And  why  all  cpQaideration  of  my  feelings  tras 
thus  cruelly  ne^ected ;  why  I  was  k^ptupon^thitf 
i[ack,  during,  all;  this  tia^e,  ignorant  of  theresull 
Qf  a  chargCi .  ^vhicb  affected  myhonoor  and  my. 
life.;  and  why,  -especially  in  a  case^  labere  such 
grave  matters  were  to  CQtitinue  to  foe  **  credited, 
to, the  prejudice  of  my  honour^"  till  tiiey  were 
^'  decidedly  contradicted,"  the  meaiis  of  knowing 
what  it  wa^,  that  %  musl»  at  least,  endeavour  to 
contradict,,  were  witb^Iden  from  me^  a  >suigle 
unnecessary  hour,  I  knQwnot,  and  I  wiU^^not 
trust  myselff  in  tbe  attempt,  to  conjecture* 

On.the  1  Uh  of  AqgMst»  however,  I  at  lengtll 
received  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  a  ]mcket  con« 
taiiiiipgjcppies  of  th^P  Warnvntor  Gommiasion  au^ 
thorizing  the  Inquiry ;  of  the  Report— and  of  tfa« 
Examinations  on  whieh  Ibe  Jiepart  'wasfounded^ 
Aofd  your  Majesty  may  be  ^MmxaAy  qplteseddit 
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of  the  informants,  the  following  tnostimportnit 
facts;  viz.  that  her  Royal  Highness  had  been 
pregnant  in  the  year  1 802,  in  consequence  of  an 
illicit  intercourse;  and  that  she  had  In  the  sain6 
year,  been  secretly  delivered  of  a  noale  child ; 
which  child  had  ever  since  that  period  been  bfoo^t 
up  by  her  Royal  Highness  in  her  own'  housie,  and 
under  her  immediate  inspection.  These  allega- 
tions thus  made,  had,  as  the  Commissioners  found, 
been  followed  by  declarations  fronii  other  persons^ 
who  had  not  indeed  spoken  to  the  important  facts 
of  the  pregnancy  or  delivery  of  her  Royal  High- 
ness, but  had  related  other  particulars,  in  thedi^ 
selves  extremely  suspicious,  and  still  more  so,  when 
connected  with  the  assertions  already  mentioned. 
The  Report  then  states,  that,  in  the  painful  situa- 
tion in  which  his  Royal  Highness  was  placed  by 
these  declarations,  they  learnt  that  he  had  adopted 
the  only  course  which  could,  in  thcHr  judgment 
ivith  propriety  be  followed,  when  informations  such 
as  these  had  been  thus  confidently  alleged  and 
particularly  detailed,  and  bad  in  some  degree  been 
supported  by  collateral  evidence,  applying  to  other 
points  of  the  same  nature  (though  going  to  a  far  less 
extent,)  one  line  could  only  be  pin^sued/' 

"  Every  sentiment  of  duty  to  your  Majesty, 
and  of  concern  for  the  public  welfare  required  that 
these  particulars  should  not  be  withheld  from  your 
Majesty,  ta  whom  more  particularly  b^onged  the 
cognizance  of  a  matter  of  state,  -  so  nearly  touching 
the  honour  x>f  your  Majesty's  Royal  Family,  -and 
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%  possibility  affecting  the  succession  to  your  Ma*, 
jesty's  crown." 

The  Commissioners,  therefore,  your  Majesty 
observes,  going,  they  must  permit  me  to  say,  a  Ik- 
tie  out  of  their  way^  begin  their  Report,  by  express-- 
ing  a  clear  and  decided  opinion,  tliat  his  Royal 
Hi^ness  was  properly  advised  (for  your  Majesty 
'will  undoubtedly  conclude,  that,  upon  a  subject  of 
this  importance,  his  Royal  Highness  could  not  but 
have  acted  by  the  advice  of  others,)  in  referring 
this  comf^aint  to  your  Majesty,  for  the  purpase  of 
its  undergobg  tte.investigation  which  has  followed* 
And,  unquestionably,  if  the  charge  referred  to,  in 
tbia  Report,  as  made  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Doug- 
las, had. been  presented  under  circumstances,  in 
which  any  reasonable  degree  of  credit  could  be 
given  to  them,  or  even  it  they  had  not  been  pre- 
sented in  such  a  manner,  as.  to  impeach  the  4:redit 
of  the  informers,  and  to  bear  internal  evidence  of 
their,  own  incredibility,  I  should  be  the  last  person, 
who  would  be  disposed  to  dispute  the  wisdom  of 
the  aditice  which  led  to  make  them  the  subject  of 
the  gravest  and  most  anxious  Inquiry.  And  your 
Majesty,  acting  upon  a  mere  abstract  of  the  de* 
clarations,  which  was  all,  that  by  the  recital  of  the 
warrant,  appears  to  have  been  laid  before  your  Ma* 
jesty,  undoubtedly  could  not  but  direct  an  Inquiry 
concerning  my  conduct  For  though  I  have  not 
been  furnished  with  that  abstract,  yet.  I  must  pre* 
sume  that  it  described  the  criminatory  contents  of 
tftiese  declarations,   much  in  the  satne  manner,  as 
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t4>iey  tnre  stttied  iti  tlie  Reprott.    Aai  the  crimuut^ 
tory  parts  of  these  declarations,  if  vietved  vritbout 
rd^rence  to  ttiose  ti^aces  of  tnalice  and  resesitmenty^ 
ivith  uliith  the  dectaarutiotts*  of  Sir  John  and  Lady 
"Dou^ks  abound ;  if  abstmcted  from  all  these  cir* 
eumfttance^  tvhkb  shew  the  €ictrei»e  improbaiat- 
lity  of  the  story,  the  iength  bf  time  which  my  ac- 
cusers hmi  kept  my  alleged  guilt  cc^aoeded,  the 
contrftdictidtis  o^ervable  in  Ih^  declarations  of  tbe 
Other  u^ttftesses,  all  u^ch  I  sobmit  %6  jcmr  Mi^es- 
ty,  are  to  an  extent  to  cast  thie  greatest  discredit 
upon  the  truth  oif  these  declarations  >— abstracted,  I 
9ay,   from  these   circumstances^   the  crimtnatory 
ifMi^  of  them  were  uncfuestionably  such)  as  to  have 
placed  your  majesty  under  the  necessity  of  dk^ctiag 
some  Inquiry  troiKerriing  them*     Btft  that  those, 
who  had  the  opportunity  of  reading  the  lot^  and 
malevolent  narration  of  Sir  John  a)nd  Lady  Dou|^ 
las,  should  not  have  hesitated  before  they  gave  any 
credh.to  it,  is  matter  of  the  greatest  astonishment 
to  me. 

The  impmbabiiity^of  the  story,  would  of  itself, 
r  should  hare  imagined  (unless  they  believed  me 
to  be  as  insatie  as  Lady  DouglaB  insitmates,)  ha«e 
%een  sufficient  to  have  staggered  the  belief  of  any 
lemprejudiced  mind.  For  to  believe  that  story,  they 
were  to  begin  with  believiitg  that  a  person  gui%  of 
so  ftnri  acrime,  so  highly  penal,  so  fatal  to  bm*  bo^ 
nour,  tier  st-ation,  and  her  life,  should  grataitooslti 
and  uselessly,  have  confessed  it  Sucli  a  person 
under  the  necessity  of  concealing  her  firegnaiicy, 

*  Set  Appendix  (B.) 


ffifigBt'hfaye  been  indispensafcry  obliged  to  confirfe 

fici"  secret  with  thasej  to  irhom  she  xtas  to  look  for 

as^fdnce  m  concealing  its  consequences-      But 

4^dy 'Douglas, "  by  ber  ow^n  account,  ^^asinformed, 

I^Ae  of^lhis  iacf,  for  ti6  f)drpose  \vbatevei^.     She 

ttdk4i  me,  as  tlio^e  \X'bo  read  her  deetaratidns  can*' 

fmt  faii  to  have  observed,  state  to  her,  that  slid 

sfioiilft,  oh  no  account,  be  Entrusted  with  any  pari 

tit  the  iiianatgettient  by  iihich  the  birth  \Vas  to  btf 

ioric^afed*    They  u^ere  to  believe' aiso^  that,  anxf* 

was  as  I  morst  have  befeh  to  huve  coiVceal^d  the  birtit 

of  any  such  child,  I  had  detcrniined  to  bring  it  ujf 

in  ni}^  own  house;  arid  what  would  exceed,  as  I 

should'  iniafgine,  the  extent  of  all  humari  credulity,' 

ffcat  t  had  determined^  to  suckle  it  myself  ;t  that  t 

had  laid  my  plan,  if  discovered,  to  have  imposed  it 

tipofi  his  Rdyat  Highness  as  his  child.     J5fay,  they 

icete  to  belitev^,  that  I  had  stated,  and  that  Lady 

£)bug![a[s  had'  believed  tlie  statement  to  be  trute,  that 

had  m  fact  attempted  £o  suckle  it,  ata'd  only  gjivfll 

dp  that  part  of  my  plan,  bfecisiuse  it  madie  me  ner- 

i^ous,  arid  was  too  mufch  for  my  health.  J  And,  aftei* 

.all  this,    they  were  theti  to  believe,  .that  having 

made  Lady  Douglas,  thus  unnecessarily,  the  confi- 

dante,  of  this  most  important  and  dangerous  secret ; 

Ihavirig  tlius*  put  my  charactier,  and  iriy  life  in  he^ 

'iialnds,  I  sought  an  occasion,  wantonly,  and  witll- 

out  provocation,  from  the  riiere  fickleness,  gtud*  rfU- 

fulness  of  my  own  mind^  to  quarrel  witli  her,  id  )h- 

suit  her  openly  and  violently  in  itiy  ou^ri  hbusfej  ttf 

•■-•••'1  .i  ,  9 
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cadeavour  to  ruin  her  reputation ;  to  expose  her  in 
infamoits  and  indeceot  drawings  enclosed  in  letters^ 
to  her  husband.    Hie  letteiB  indeed  are  represented 
to  have  been   anonymous,    but,    &ough  anony 
mous,  they  are  stated  to  have  been  written  with 
my  own  hand,  so  undisguised  in  penmanship  and 
^tyle,  that  eyery  one  who  Imd  the  least  acquaint- 
ance with  either,  could  not  fail  to  discover  them, 
and,  (as  if  it  were  through  fear,  lest  it  should  not  be 
soffidently  plain,  from  whom  they  came,)  that  I  had 
sealed  them  with  a  seal,  which  I  had  shortly  before* 
used,  on  an  occasion  of  writing  to  her  husband. 
All  this  they  were  to  believe  upon  the  declaration 
of  a,  person,  who,  with  all  that  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment  which  she  expresses  to  your  Maj^ty,  and  his 
Royal  Hi^ness  the  Prbce  of  Wales,  with  all  her 
obligation  to  the  whole  Royal  Family,  (to  whom 
she  expr^ses  herself  to  be  bound  by  ties  of  res- 
pectful r^ard  and  attachment  which  nothing  can 
ever  break ;)  with  all  her  dread  of  the  mischievous 
consequences  of  the  country,  which  might  arise, 
from  the  disputed  succession  to  the  Crown,  on  the 
pretensions  of  an  illigimate  child  of  mine,  never*" 
theless  continued,  after  this  supposed  avowal  of 
Oiy  infamy,  and  my  crime,  after  my  supposed  ac** 
kno%Tledgment  of  the  birth  of  thb  child,  which  was 
to  occasion  all  this  mischief,  to  preserve,  for  near  a 
twelvemonth,  her  intimacy  and  apparent  friendship 
with  me.     Nay  for  two  years  more,  after  that  inti- 
macy had  ceased,  after  that  friaidship  had  been 
broken  off,  by  *my  alleged  misbehaviour  to  ber^ 
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^Soittiniied  stHl  fiiitbful  to  my  secret^  and  never  A^ 
eioB^  k  till  (as  her  declaration  states  it)  '^  The 
'*  Princess^  of  Wales  recommended  a  fresh  torrent 
'^  of  onfrag^  against  Sir  John ;  and  Sir  John  disco^ 
^  vered  that' she  vas  attempting  to  undermine  bis 
^  and  Lady  Douglas's  character/' 
<  Those,  then,  who  had  the  opportunity  of  seeii^ 
the  whole  of  this  Narrative,  having  bad  their  jea* 
fodsy  awakened  by  these  circumstances  to  the  im* 
probalMlity  of  the  story,  and  to  the  discredit  oi  the 
informer^  when  they  came^  to  observe,  how  mali* 
ciously  every  circumstance  tliat  iou^nation  could 
{Aiggest,  Bs  most  catcukted  to  mi^e  a  woman  con* 
t^mplible  and  odious,  was  scraped  and  heaped  up 
together  in  this  Narrative,  must  surely  have  had 
ttieir  eyes  opened  to  the  motives  of  my  accusers, 
and  their  minds  cautioned  against  giving  too  easy 
a  credit  to  their  accusation,  when  they  found  my 
conversation  to  be  rejMresented  as  most  loose,  and 
infamous ;  my  mind  uninstructed  and  unwilling  to 
learn ;  my  language,  with  regard  to  your  Majesty 
and  the  whole  of  your  Royal  Family,  foully  disre- 
spectful and  offensive ;  and  all  my  manners  and 
habits  of  life  most  disgusting,  I  should  have  fiat* 
tered  myself,  that  I  could  not  have  been,  in  cfaa^^ 
tacter,  so  wholly  unknown  to  them,  but  that  they 
must  have  observed  a  spirit,  and  a  colouring  at 
least .  in  this   represaitatioo^    whidi    must    have 
proved  much  more  a^inst  the  disposition,    and 
idmracter  of  the  informers,    and  the  quality  of 

f  &C  Appendix^  p.  ^» 
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thmtf  infoririation,  thaa  «gamst  tbie  perwq  w^  ^viftii 
the  object  of  tiieir  cbargis.  But  ^ben,  in  wi^i^KM^f 
t0  att  this,  the  Declaration  states,^  thai  I  bft4  ^ffbi* 
respect  to  my  unfortunale  and  calatnkc^ua  oepsim*' 
tion  from  His  Royai  Highness,  stated  that  I  W^ 
acknowledged  myself  to  have  bQeo  the  aggressor, 
from  the  begbning,  and  myself  abpe ;  and  ¥!^<Bn 
it  further  states,  that  \f  an;  other  wouftan  bad  90. 
played  and  sported  with  laer  husband  a  codifort  .andf 
popularity,  she  woald  have  been  turned  oiit.of  bW 
house,  or  left  alone  in  it,  and  have  de^erv^y  for- 
feitied  her  place  injsQciety  ;  and  further  stHl,  wh^^. 
alleging:  that  I  had  once  beenjdesisoud/of  {MTQeuring- 
a  separation  from  HLs  Royal^  Uigbness,  aod  b^: 
pressed  former  €li^cellar&  to  ajccumpUsb  :tl^  pur? 
}H)se,  it  flippantly  adds,  that  f ''  The  CbaiKCQiter 
may  now,  perhaps,  be  able  to  grant  her  r^iie^!' 
The  malicious  object  of  the  whate  must  surely  bf^Q. 
been  inost  obvious* 

*  \For  suppofflog.  these  facts  to  have  been  aU  tr^^; 
supposing  this  infamous  and  libeljious  description  pC 
my  character  bad  been  nothing  but  a  cocrect;  4IKI 
feithfui  representation  of  my  vices,  and  my  infa9)3F» 
wonld  it  not  base  been  natural  to  have  asked  >^hy 
they  were  introduced  intx>  this  Doclare^tion?:  WhaJi 
effect  could  they  have  had  upon  the/ dbar^  ^ 
ecime,  and  of  Adukery,.  which,  ittmi^  intendoditft 
<98tablish  ?    Ifi  h  was  ^nly,  ia  exe^ion  of  la  pau^ 

ful  duty,  which  a  sense  of  loyalty,  to  yonrrMbj^j^ 

« 
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iMclf'GiiitdKeiioe.tD  tbe  oatomiawis  of :  (be  Prince  of 
lifUesv  at  teogtk  telnctaotly.  dfew  from  tbeiO)  .why 
iU  il&  indidous  •ctoaipanuDept  rf  /^  His  Royal 
Higbciaas?  indeed  Sbey  aay,  .^^d&iced  that  they  wo^ 
jeommunkatB  tbe  whole,  ictrctnastance^  joi  tbcak*  m» 
^Umbtance  with  ne,  from  the  xla^  tbeyfint  spoke 
mth*ine  iiil  Uie  pvtseeltkne ;  re  follifetaii  of.  atithat 
passed  dusiog'our  acqaaintiacice^''  add /^bowf  they 
kiecaMe  knem.  to  ni6,i  it  eppearieg  to  Hia  Jk>y«l 
HJghkieOy  ftem-  the  jrepresenfatiQfn  o£  hU:  Royal 
liighnesi  the  Doke  olSissaex^  that  His  Mopaity'a 
dearest;  interests,  and  those  of  this  ceuotcy^.  vera 
i(ery.  dheply  iQt§irested  in  the  qneatieoy**  and  ^  :thaft 
he  particularly  commanded  tben  to  be.'yiery.Gii^ 
CMostantial  -  in  their  detail^  .jespediog.all.  they 
might  kaojMritiativ^  to*  the  child  that  I  afibcted.to 

a.dept."  .  :  ..J 

I  ^t  fpom  the  whole  of  this  it  is  sofficiently  appa- 
rent)  .thattiie  pai^ticuiarit}^  of  this  detail  xms  requii»» 
ed,  byihis  {{is  Roya}:  Sfigbness^  in  respect  ctnap* 
tors  connected  with  that  question,  in  whiidi  the 
dearest  interests  of  Your  Majesty  and  this  xrountry 
were  involved :  and-  dot  of  circuosstaDces  wbidi 
could  have  M^  beariog-  ot|  those^  interests..  If  it  had 
beeti  thef efqre^  UtH^  as^  I  most  solemnly  protest,  it 
ih  noV,  that  I  had  in  the  eonfidence  of  private^  eon«- 
^ersatid^;  SO'  far  fdrgot^  all  sense  of  deeeney>  loyall- 
ty,  and  gratitude,  as  to  have  e3tpres$od  mysblf  wIlH 
that  disres{>ieief  <»f  y§ur  Majesty,  whidh  is  impoted 

*;     •    •  M     '       ••  •       • 

.   .       *  Scie  ApRcindix,  p.  90.  *       r 
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to  me  ;-^If  I  iaA  been  ^viiat  I  Mist?  those  wb^Jime 
lived  with  me,  6r  ever  have  partaken  of  my  s^^dety^ 
would  not  conlirm,  of  a  mind  so  uninfcMrmed  and 
imcultivated,  without  education  or  talents>  or  wilii* 
out  any  desire  of  improving  myself^  incapable  of 
employment,  of  a  temper  so  .farioos  and  violeii^ 
a&  altogether  to  form,  a  character^  wiuch  no.ooe 
could  bear  to  live  witib,  wha  had  the  tocaju^Mln^ 
ing  dsewbere; — What  possible  progress  irioukl  lA 
Ais  make  towards  provmg  thai  I-  was  g»ttty  of 
adultery?  These,  and  such  like  msioQatioiis,  as 
Mse  as  they  are  malicious,  could  never  have  piroveciv 
mme  in  me,  however  numifestly  th^y  mi^t  dbfri^ 
the  malice  of  my  accusers. 

Must  it ;  not,  tfa^o,  have  occurred  to  any  €»ie^ 
wha  had  ae&n  tiie  whole  of  this  Narrative,  if  the  mo* 
tive  of  my  accusers  was,  as  they  represent  it,  mardj 
that  of  good  patriots,  of  attached  and  loyal  subjects, 
bound,  in  execution  of  a  painful  duty,  imposed 
upon  them  by  His  Rc^al  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  to  disclose,  in  detail,  all  the  facts  which  could 
establish  my  guilt,  that  these  circumstances  never 
would  have  made  a  part  of  their  detail  ?  But  on 
the  other  haild,  if  their  object  was  to  traduce  me ; — 
if,  falsely,  attributing  to  his  Royal  Highness,  sen^ 
timents  which  could  belong  to  no  generous  bosom» 
but  measuring  his  nature  by  their  own,  they 
thimght,  vainly  and  wickedly,  to  ingratiate  theni^ 
selves  with  him,  by  being  the  instruments  of  ac^ 
complishing  my  ruin ;— if  aiming  at  depriving  me 
of  my  rank  and  station,  or  of  driving  me  from  this 
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CQfontry,  ihey  determined  to  brmg  forwanl  a  cbacge^ 
cirTreason  agMnst  me,  wUd^  didagh  tiiey  icoevr 
ia  their  coasciences  it  was  idse,  yet  they  m^fc 
Im^  would  serve  at  least  as  a oover^  aad  a  pte*' 
lenoe,  for  ^u^  an  imputatba  upon  my  cbancter, 
as,  refHferbg  my  life  intolerable  in  this  country, 
m^ht  drive  me  to  seek  a  reEagein  another;— i^ 
the  better  to  efiectiaate  thb  puiposeip  they  liad  re-^ 
liresented  ali  iny  misfortuaes  as  my  firaltSi  and  mf 
fiiuits  akoe,  drawn  an  odi<ms  and  di^sdng  pictore 
of  me»  to  estioguish  every  sentiment  of  pity  and 
<;ompassiofn,  which,  ia  the  generosityp  not  only  of 
your  Majesty's  royal  bosom,  and  of  the  members 
of  your  Royal  Family,  but  of  all  the  inhabitants 
<^  your  kingdom,    might  arise   to  commiserate 
the   uafortunate  situation   of  a   stranger,  perse- 
cuted under  a  charge  originating  in  their  malice ; — 
if,  for.  this,  they  flung  out,  that  I  had  justly  for- 
ested my  station  in  society,  and  that  a  sqmration 
from  my  husband  was,  what  I  myself  had  once 
wished,  and  what  the  Chancellor  might  now,  per* 
haps,  procure  for  me ;— or,  if  in  shmt,  their  object 
was  to  obtain  my  condemnation  by  prgudice,  in 
flamed  by  falsehood,  which  nei^er  could  be  ob- 
tained by  justice  informed  fay   truth,   tlwn   the 
whole  textui^  of  the  declaration  is  consistent,  and 
it  is  well  contrived  and  executed  for  its  puipose. 
But  it  is  strange,  that  its  purpose  should  have 
escaped  tiie  detection  of  tnteUigeni  and  impaitial 
mmds.    There  was  enou^  at  least,  to  have  made 
diem  pause  before  they  gave  such  a  degree  of 
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et^  taiiiforaAtiqHas  of  tbfe  ^deficripttpOi  ^  to  bs^i<fr 

cfeiisive  a  8tep»  as  that  of  acbrisiog  ttiend  to  ^  Ifiid; 

''^  Atid,  iodeed, ;  sqeh  seeiw  to$  EiaMe  been  the  effi^t^ 
whiich  this  declaratioQ  at.fi^l;  pifOdmfed.  Because ^ 
if  it  had  beeti^belieired ;.  the  6iily  t^ng  to  ba?/e  beei;i, 
dotoe  (accx^^ng  tor  tiie  jtidgaient  of  ttm  Gommb^! 
sibnerSj)  wovr^  liav6  befifn*  fo  baive  laid  kammodi^ 
ately  before  your  Majesty,  to  whofti/  upon  eirfery: 
principle  of  duty,  the  edmrhanicatidn  Waa  due.  Bat* 
the  declaration  was  made,  on  the  Srd  of  December,^ 
m  the  last  year,  and  the  conimunication  was  ndiC 
made  to  your  Majesty  till  the  very  end  of  May.' 
And  that  interval  appears  to  have  been  employed^,' 

*  ■  •  •        •  V         .,        ■>' 

in  collecting  those  other  additional   declarations,' 

which  are  referred  to  in  the  Report,  and  which  your 
Majesty  has  likewise  been  pleased,  by  your  gra- 
cious commands,  to  have  communicated  to  me. 

These  additional  declarations  do  not,  I  submit/ 
ap{)eair  to  furnish  much  additional  reason  for  be** 
lieving.ttje  incredible  story.  They  were  taken  in- 
d(3Qd*  "  for  the  purpose,"  (for  they  are. so  des-« 
tSripd,f.  this  is*  tke  title  which  is  prefixed  to  them 
jfTr  tba  atij^eat^a ;  GQme$^  with  which  I  have  been 
f»nKsyied,)r'^  £^r:.the  pjufppse;  of  cpafirming  the 
^^itateoiMtcsiiade  by  liadji  Douglas^ .^ of  tb^  ciry- 
'^  euiitst^nbear*  mmfciined  in  her  naTiratiye^"  to(| 
they  are  ttie  examinations  of  tvi'o  persons;  who  apt- 
pear  to  have  formerly  lived  in  the  ifaaaly  of  Sif 
John  and  Lady  Douglas,  and  of  several  servants  of 

*  See  Appendix  (B)  No.  3. 
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t^':iim*4  tUcy  ar&fiUed  wilii  theheaasay  details  of 
iiti»i^r.'8«r rants',  declacatbns.  .  And  oner  of  them,  W. 
Ck>le,  raeeoia  toib£^ve:been  exaoimed  over  and  over 
agftin.  .  No  less  than  four  of  his  examinations  are 
givep,;  :and  some  .of  '.these  evidently  refer  to 
otteer .  examinations  of  bis»  which  are  not  given  at 

Tbese,  I  submit. to  your  Majesty,  are  rendered^ 
frbai  this  marked  circumstance,  particularly  unde* 
serving  of  credit ; ;  because  in  the  only  instance  in 
which  the. .  hearsay  statement,  related  to  one  ser- 
vant, was  followed  by  tlie  examination  of  the  other, 
who  was  stated  to  have  made  it,  (I  mean  an  instance 
in  which  Cole  relates  what  he  had.  heard  said  by 
F,  Lloyd)*  F.  Lloyd  does  not  appear  to  have  said 
any  such  thing,  or  even  to  have  heard  what  she  is, 
by  him,  related  to  have  said,  and '  she  relates  the 
fact  that  she  really  did  hear,  stripped  of  all  the 
particulars  with  .which  Cole  had  coloured  it,  and 
which  alone  made  it  iri  any  degree  deserving  to  be 
mentioned.  .  Besides  this,  the  parents  of  the  child, 
which  is  ascribed  to  me  by  Lady  Douglas,  are 
plainly  pointed  out,  and  a  clue  is  afforded^  by  which, 
if  followed,  it  would  have  been  as  easy  to  have 
ascertained,  that  that  child  was  no  child  of  mine^ 
(if  indeed  it  ever  bad  been  seriously  believed  to  be 
so)  and  to  have  proved  whose  child  it  was,  before 
the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners,  as  it  ha»r 
been  found  to  be  afterwards. 

*  Appeiidix  (B.)  No.  5. 
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;  So  fiu;  tbemfoK  fr«lti  cdoMirring  ifi^ 
missioiierft  m  approvu^  the  adTioe,  utvder^bicb 
His  Eojal  Higbness  had  acted,  I  concmve  k  to 
have  been  at  least  cruel  and  ioconsideratey  to  have 
advised  the  transmission  of  such  a  charge  to  yom; 
Majesty,  till  they  1^  exhamted  all  the  naeaiii 
which  private  inquiry  could  have  afforded,  to  as"^ 
cieiHtiii  its  falsehood  or  its  truth* 

And  when  it  appears  that  it  w«ts  iK)t  thought 
necessary,  upon  the  first  statement  of  tt^  as  tbe 
Gommssioders  seem  to  ^ve  ima^ned,  forthwith  to 
transai^it  it  to  your  Majaity  ^  but  k  was  retained 
for  nter  "six  monlbs,  from  the  beginning  of  De* 
cember  tiU  near  the  ettd  of  May ;  what  is  due  to 
myself  obliges  me  to  atate,  thfit  if  there  bad  but 
been,  in  that'  interval,  balf  the  industry  empk)$ed 
to  vetHOVe  suspicions,  w^hicb  was  exerted  to  raise 
them,  there  would  never  have  existed  a  necessity 
for  troubling  ymr  Majesty  wkh  this  charge  at  alL 
I  beg  to  be  understood  as  imputing  this  solely  to 
tbe  advice  ^ven  to  his  Royal  Highness.  He  imist> 
<^f  necesfiky,  have  left  the,  detail  and  the  detei^mina^ 
tion  crpon  this  buemess  to  others.  And  it  is  evi* 
dent  to  me,  from  whut  I  no^^  knoW)  that  his  Eoyal 
Highness  was  not  feirly  dealt  wkh ;  that  material 
information  was  obtaiiied, -to  disprove  part  ef  the 
case  against  me,  wYAd^  not  appealing  inH^e  decla- 
rations that  were  transmkfeed  to  your  Majesty>  I 
conclude  was  never  communicated  to  his  Royal 
Highness. 
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'  Fodtng,  9k^  atroi^,  Jkak  I  have  nqch  U| 
conplain  of,  that  this  ibid  cbnrge  should  faaxre  heed 
so  readily  credited  to  my  great  prejudice,  as  to 
haw  occasioned  diat  adtke  to  be  glwD)  whkh  re* 
coiaiDcmfed  the  tarananiissioQ  of  it  to  your  Majesty^ 
(whoy  onm  fomoAlly  io  possessioii  of  it,  could  not 
mi  to  subject  it  to  some  inquiry,  I  have  dwelt, 
perhaps,  at  a  tedious  lengtbi  in  disputing  the  pro- 
priety of  the  Comimssioner*s . judgment,  in  thus 
approTiDg  the  course  nrhich  was  pwsued.  And, 
looking  to  the  event,  and  all  the  draumstanced 
connected  with  it,  p^aps  I  have  reason,  to  re- 
joice tbat4lie  Inquiry  has  taken  place* .  Ear,  if  three 
years  concealment  of  my  supposed  crime,  could 
not  impeadi  the  credit  of  my  accoseiv,  three  times 
that  period  nu^,  perhaps,  be  thought  to  have  left 
tiifit  credit  still  unimpaired.  And^  had  the  false 
chiirge  been  delayed  till  death  had  taken  siway  the 
real  parents  of  'ti)e  child,  wbidi  Lady  Douglas 
charge  to  be  mine;  if  time  bad  deprived  me  of 
those  servants  and  attendants  who  have  been  able 
s&  fully  to  disprove  the  fact  of  my  alleged  pceg* 
nancy,  I  know  not  where  I  could  have  found  the 
means  ef  disproving  ftwls  and  charges,  so>£sbely, 
so  contfidently^  and  positively  sworn  to^  as  those  to 
which  Lady  Doit^las  has  attested*  ; 

FolliDiwii^,  asl  proposed,  the  eoorse  taken  in 
the  Report,  i  next  come  to  that  part  of  itj  to  whicb^ 
unquestionably,  I  mask  iiecur  with  the  greatest  sa- 
tisfaction ;  because  it  b  that  part^  which  so  com- 
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pletely  absolves  me  of  every  pos8U>ly  Buspicion, 
upon  the  two  material  charges,  of  pregnancy  and 
childbirth*  .    :     i 

The  Commissioners  state  in  their  Report,'"'  that 
thsy  began  by  examining  ^'  on  oath  the  two.prin^ 
cipal  informantSy^Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas^  who 
both  positively  swore,  the  former  to  his  having 
observed  the  fact  of  pregnancy,  and  the  latter  to 
all :  the  important '  particulars  contained  in  her 
former  declaration,  *  and  above  referred  to.f 
Their  examinations  are :  annexed  to  the  Report, 
and  are  cilrcumstantial  and  positive/'^ — The  most 
material  of  .^^  the  allegations,  into  the.  truth  of  which 
*^  they  had  .been  directed  to  inquire,  being  thus  far 
supported  by  the  oath  of  the  parties  from  whom 
they  had  pmceoded,"  they  ; state,../' that  r they 
felt  it  their  duty  to  follow  up  the  Inquiry  by  the 
examination:  of  [such  other  persons,  as  they 
^  judged  best  able  to  afford  them  information,  as 
*  to  the  facts  in  question/'  "  We  thought  it," 
they  say,  ^^  beyond  all  doubt,  that  in  this  course 
of  Inquiry  many  particulars  must  be  learnt  which 
would  be  necessarily  cenciusive  on  the  truth  or 
fialaehood  of  these^  declarations.  So  many  per- 
sons must  have  been. witnesses  to  the  appear- 
ances of  an  actual  existing  pregnancy,  so  many 
<<  drcumstanees  must  have  been  attendant  upon 
a  real  delivery,  and  difficulties  so  numerous  and 
insurmountable  must  have  been  involved  in  any 
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^^  attempt  to  account  for  tbe  ioCBiiit  in  qoesticm^as 
'^  the  child  of  aopther:  wonian,  if  it  bad  been,  iw 
^^  fiict,  the  child  of  the  Princess ;  that  we  entertain^ 
*^  ed  a.fuU  and  confident  expectation  of  arriving  at* 
^^  complete  proof,    either'  in  the  affirmative,    or 
*'  negative  on  this  part  of  the  subject"    ^^  This 
^^  expectation,"  they  proceed  to  state,  ^^  was  not 
^^  disappointed.      We  are  happy  to  dedarie  to 
^'  your  Msgesty,  our  perfect  a)nvictiQa  that  there 
**  is  no  foandation  wlnt^ver  for  beUeving  that  the 
^^ehildnow  with  the  Princess,  is  the  child  of  Her 
^*  Royal  Highness,  or  that  she  was  ddivoced  of. 
"  any  child  in  the  year   1802 ;  luor  has  any  thing: 
^^  appeared  to  us  which  would  warrant  the .  belief 
'^^  that  she  was  pregnant  in  that  year,  or  at  any 
^^  other  periods  within  the  compass  of  our  in- 
"  quiries." — ^They  then  .  proceed  to  refer  to  the 
circumstantial  airidence,  by  winch  they  state  that 
it  ^^as  proved  that  the  child  was,  beyond  all.  doubt, 
born  in  jj^wnlow* street  Hospital,  on  11th  July;: 
1^2,  of  the  body  of  Sophia  Austin,  and  brou^t . 
,to  my  house  in  the  month  of  .November  following* 
— "  Neither  should  we,"  they  add,  "  lie  more 
^^  warranted  in  expressing  any. doubt  respecting 
'^  the  alleged  pregnancy  of  the  Princess, -as. stated 
^'  in  the  original  declarations;  a  fact  so  fully  con* 
^[  tradicted,  and  by  so  many  witnesses,  to  whom, ' 
**  if  true,  it  must,  in  various  ways,  have  been : 
'^  known,  that  we  cannot  thinly  it  entitled  to  the: 
^^  smallest  credit."     Then,  after  stating  that  they 
have  annexed  the  depositions  from  which  they  have 


ooUeeloi  time  ^j^ttiom;  tbey  add^^^  We  btimbly 
^^:o£^tb  youF  Majeslyour  dear  arid  unaoioioufl^ 
^^.  jodginent  npm  tbem^  formed  on  full  ddiberatkn/ 
^f  ssod  prononBced  wkfaoul besitatioDy on  thertsullf 
*^  of  the  whole  lo^iry.'^ 

.    TbediD   two   most   importaat    facts^  tberefitMe,' 
tliuch  w:&  charged  agabst  me,  bong  so  folly,  and 
satis&ctorily,  xlisposed  ctf,  by  (he  unaniinous  and 
dear  jodgment  of  the  Goounisaioners ;  bek^  so 
foUy  and  compietely  disptoved  by  the  Evidence 
whieh  th^  ComibBsicmers  cdllecJted,  - 1  trnf^t,  per^ 
bapi^  in  yotir  Mvjeaty's  judgmentj  iq^pear  ^^e\\  JQs-^ 
tMied  in  passkig  them  by  without  any  observation 
of  niine.-*^Siit  thoUgPi  the  observations  which.  I 
shall  mate,  shall  be  very  ftw,  yet  I  cannot  forbear 
joBt  dwelling  upM  this  patt  of  the  dese)  for  *  few 
minuteb ;  becanie,  if  I  do  not  mudi  d^oetve  mysetf, 
npoA  every  principle  which  can  goverii  the  hnmaii 
mind,  ki  die  investigation  of  the  troth  of  any  charge^ 
the  fate  of  this  pait  of  the  accusation  must  have^ 
dednuve  weight  upon  the  ddtenmnation  of  the  i^ 
makder. — I,  therefore,  must  beg  to  remark,  that 
Sir  John  Douglas*  swears  to  my  having  appeared, 
some  time  after  our  acquaintance  had  commenced; 
to  be  with  diild,  and  that  one  day  I  leaned^  on  tiie 
sofe,  and  put  my  hand  upon  my  stoinatib,  and  said, 
**  Sk  John,  I  shall  never  te  Queen  of  England,*' 
and  be  stM,  ^  Not  if  you  doa't  d^^ve  it,''  and  I 
seemed  angi7  at  first. 
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Tlds.  oooversation^  I  appwbend,  il  it  has  dtt 
kistrditiott  to  tl^  subject  on  which  Sir  John  was 
examined,  must  be  given  for  the  purpese  of  inet^ 
miating  tb^t  I  made  an  allusbn  to  my  pregnalicy, 
as  if  there  was  a  sort  of  uaderstaiidiiig  betwieen  him 
9md  «ie  upp&  the  subyecti  nod  that  he  made  me 
wagrjj  by  an  expression  whtsb  imi^ed,  that  wbA 
I  alluded  to  would  Ibrfeit  nay  rig^  to  be  Queon  of 
£nglaiid. — ^If  this  is  not  the  meaoing  which  Sir 
John  iiDtends  td  be  anoesed  to .  this  conversatioB^  I 
am  peiffectly  at  a  loss  to^bonoetve  what  he  can  ia* 
tend  it  to  convey. — Whetiber  at  any  time,  when  I 
may  have  felt  myself  unwell,  I  may  haw  uaed  the 
expressiony  which  he  here  hnpnles  to  me^  wtf  m^ 
footy  will  not  enable  m^  with  the  leist  degree  of 
oertainty,  to  stale*     The  words  tlMinselvas  seem 
to  me  to  be  perfiKtly  innocent;  and  the  action  of 
kfbg  my  hand  upon  my  breast,  if  ^oeasioned  by 
any  «nse  of  internal  pain  at  the  moment,  neither 
unnatural,  nor,  as  it  appeals  to  me,  in  any  way 
censunifale.      But  that  I  could  have  used  these 
words,  inteojdmg  to  con^^y  to  Sir  John  Douglas 
the  meaning,  which  I  suppose  him  to  insinuate^ 
surpasses  aU  human  credulity  to  beiieve.     I  cquld 
not,  however,  farbesr.  to  notice  this  passage  in  Sir 
Jioha^s  exaonoatia%  because  It  must  serve  to  de^ 
moostnate  to  your  Ms^ty,  how  ^vords  in  tbottih 
selves  ttiostt  innocent,  :are  eodeovouied  to  be  ior"* 
Mred,  by  being  brought  into  the  context  with  his 
wpinion  of  my  pregnancy,  to  convey  a  priennag 
iMit  oontrary  to  that,  which  i  oaubl  by 
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faiVe.  sotendedr'to  co&vey,  Jbuj^  ivhieh  it:was.nece5^ 
sary  that  he  should  imputeHto  ine>  to  gif?eithe  b^ei 
colour  to  this  Mse  accusation.     M 
/   As  to.  Sir  John   Douglas,  however,   when  bt 
swears  to  the  appearance  of  my  pregnancy;  "he  pos^ 
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sibly  might  be  only  mistaken.    Not  that  that  xm^ 
take  will  Excuse  rxi  diminisfa  the  guilt  of  so'scaofta* 
lous  a  falsehood  upon  oath.  .  But  for  Lady  Douglas^ 
there  cannqt  be  cvcai  such. an  excuse.    Independent 
of  aU  those  extravagant  confessions  which  £(be  false- 
ly! represents  me  to  have  made^  she  Elates,  upon  her 
own  bbsfsrvation  and  knowledge,  that  I  was  preg- 
jfiantiuv  the  year  1802.     Now,  in  the .  liabits  of  in- 
tercomrseand  intimacy,  with  which  I  certainty  did 
Jive  with  bar,  iat  that.time^  she  could  not  be  mis*^ 
tak^n  as  to  i  that  fact.  /  It  is  impossible,  therefor^ 
tbatin  suvearing.ppsitively  to.  that  fact, 'whickia  so 
positively;  disproved,,  she  can  fail  to.appear.to  your 
Majesty:to  be  wilfully  and  ddiberately  foreaworiK. 
As  to  the  conversations  which  she  asserts  to  have 
passed  between  us,  I  am  well  aware, .  thiat  those 
who  prefer  her  word  to  mine,  will  riot  be  satisfied 
to  disbelieve  her  upon  my  bare  denial;  nor,  per- 
liaps,  upon  the  improbability  and  extravagance  of 
ihe  supposed  conversations  themselves.     But  as  to 
the  facts  of  pregnancy  and  dellivery,  which  are 
proved. to  be  false,  in, the  words  of  the  Report^ 
**  by  so  many  witnesses,  to  whom,  •  if  true,  they 
V  must  in  various  ways  .have  boen  known^"   n0 
.person  living  can  doubt,  that  the  .crime  of  adultei^  • 
and  treasod^  as  proved  by  those  iasts^  has  beeaat^ 
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tertpted  to  be  fixed  upon  me,  by  the  delibera<«^ 
&nd  wilful  falsehood  of  this  my  most  forward  a<^-^ 
busen  And  when  it  is  once  estetblished,  as  it  is,' 
that  my  pregnancy  and  delivery  are  all  Sir  John  and 
Lady  Douglas's  invention,  1  should  imagine  that 
toy  confessions  of  a  pregnancy  iirhlch  never  exist- 
^d«;  <ny  confession  of  a  delivery  which  never  took 
place;  my  confession  of  having  suckled  a  child 
which  I  never  bore,  will  hardly  be  believed  upon 
the  credit  of  her  testimony.  The  credit  of  I^dy 
Douglas,  therefore,  ^  being  thus  destroyed,  I  trust 
your  Majesty  will  think  that  I  ought  to  scorn  to 
answer  to  any  thing  which  her  examination  may 
contain,  except  so  far  as  there  may  appear  to  be 
any  additional  and  concurrent  evidence  to  sup- 

I  port  it.      ' 

I  This  brings  me  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  Re- 

port, which  I  read,  I  do  assure  your  Majesty,  with 
a  degree  of  astonishment  and  surprise,  that  I  know 
not  how  to  express.  How  the  Commissioners 
could,  upon  such  evidence^  from  such  witnesses, 
upon  such  an  information,  and  in  such  an  tx  parte 
proceeding,  before  I  had  had  tlie  possibility  of  be- 
ing heard,  not  only  suffer  themselves  to  form  such 
an  opinion,  but  to  report  it  to  your  Majesty,  with 
fell  tlie  weight  and  authority  of  their  great  names,  I 
am  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  Their  great* 
official  and  judicial  occupations,  no  dciubt,  pre-^ 
vented  that  full  attention  to  the  subject  which  it  re- 
quired. But  I  am  not  surely  without  just  grounds 
of  complaint,  if  they  proceeded  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  upon  my  chfiracter,  without  all  that  conai? 
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deraficm  «nd  attention^  which  the  importance  of  it 
to  the  peace  of  your  Majesty ^s  OQind,  to  the  honour 
t>f  your  Royal  Family,  and  the  reputation  of  tb^ 
Princess  of  Wales,  seem,  indispensably,  to, have 
demanded. 

In  the  part  of  the  Report  already  referred  to, 
the  particulars  of  the  charge,  exclusive  of  thos^ 
two  important  facts,  ^hich  have  been  so  satis- 
fectorily  disposed  of,  are^  as  I  have  already  ob- 
served, variously  described  by  the  Commissioners ; 
as,  "  matters  of  great  impropriety  and  indecency 
"  of  behaviour ;"  as,  "  other  particulars  in  them- 
selves extremely  suspicious,  and  still  more  S0|^ 
when  connected  with  the  assertions  already 
"  mentioned ;''  and  as  "  points  of  the  ^aipe  na- 
^'ture,  though  coming  to  a  much  less  ei^tent." 
But  they  do  n6t  become  the  subject  of  particular 
attention  in  the  Report,  till  after  the  Commission* 
ec$  bad  concluded  that  part  of  it,  ii|  which  they 
give  so  decisive  an  opinion  against  the  truth  of  the 
charge  upon  the  two  material  facts%  They  tlien 
proceed  to  stale — 

^'  That  they  cannot  close  tlidr  Report  there,** 
much  as  they  could  wish  it;  that  besides  the  alle^ 
gations  of  the  pregnancy  and  delivery  of  the  Prin- 
cess, those  declarations  on  the  whole  of  which- 
your  Majesty  had  required  their  Inquiry  and  Re- 
port; '  contain  other  particulars  respecting  the 
conduct  of' Her  Royal  Highness^  such  as  must,, 
especially  considering  her  ea:alted  rank  and  sta^, 
tionf  necessarily  give  occassion  to  very  unfavQur- 
jible  interpretations.    That  from  various  deposi- 
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tiOBs  and  proofs  anneied  to  their  Report,  partial^ 
laTly  from  the  examination  of  Robert  Bidgoodj. 
W.  Coie,  F.  Liot/dy  and  Mrs.  Lisle,  several  strong 
arcumstances  of  this  description^  have  been  posi- 
tively sworn  to,  by  witnesses,  who  cannot  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Commissioners,  he  suspected  of 
any  unfavourable  bias,  and  whose  veracity  in  this 
RESPECT,  they  had  seen  no  ground  to  question/^ 
They  then  state  that  "  on,  the  precise  bearing  and 
feffect  of  the  facts,  thus  appearing,  it  is  not  for 
them  to  decide,  these  they  submit  to  your  Majes- 
ty's M^isdom.     But  they  conceive  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  report  on  this  part  of  the  Inquiry,  as  distinctly 
AS  on  the  former  facts ;  that  as,  on  the  one  band, 
the  facts  of  pregnancy  and  delivery  are,,  in  their 
minds,  satisfactorily  disproved,  so  on  the  other  hand 
tiiey  think,  that  the  circumstances  to  which  they 
now  refer,  particularly  those  stated  to  have  pass- 
ed between  Her  Royal  Highness,  and  Captain 
Manby,  must  be  credited  until  they  shall  re- 
ceive some  decisive  contradiction^  and  if  true, 
are  justly  entitled  to  the  most  serious  considera^ 
Hon:' 

Your  Majesty  will  not  fail  to  observe  that  the 
Confiniissioners  have  entered  into  the  exatoination 
of  this  part  of  the  case,  and  have  reported  upon  it 
not  merely  as  evidence  in  confirmation  of  th* 
charges  of  pregnancy  and  delivery,  which  theyhav 
completely  negatived  and  disposed  of,  but  as  con 
taining  sobstimtive  matters  of  charge,  in  itself.- 
That  they  consider  it,  indeed,  as  relating  to  poin- 
^^  of  the  same  nature,  but  going  to  a  much  le 
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'^  extent,"  not,  therefore,  as  cpostituting  actual 
crime,  but  as  amounting  to  ^^  impropri^^i^s  and 
^*  indecencies  of  behaviour,  aggravated  by  the  ^Xr 
'^  alted  rank  which  I  ho}d,"  as  *^  occasioning  unfa^ 
"  vourable  interpretations,"  and  as  "entitled  to 
"  the  most  serious  consideration."  Apd  wheft 
they  also  state  that  it  is  not  for  them  to  decide  on 
their  precise  bearing  and  effect,  I  think  I  am  jus- 
tified in  concluding  that  they  could  not  class 
them  under  any  known  head  of  crime] .  as,  in 
that  case,  upon  their  bearing  and  effect  they  would 
pot  have  been  fully  competept  to  have  pro»* 
nounce^. 

I  have,  to  a  degree,  already  stated  to  your 
Majesty,  the  unprecedented  hardship  to  which  JL 
conceive  myself  to  have  t)eea  exposed,  by  this  eo^ 
parte  Inquiry  into  the  decorum  of  my  private  coo- 
duet*.  I  have  already  stated  the  prejudice  don^ 
to  my  character,  by  this  recorded  censure,  from 
'Which  I  can  have  no  appeal;  and  I  press  these  con- 
siderations no  further  upon  your  Majesty,  at  pre- 
sent, than  to  point  out,  in  passing  this  part  of  the 
Report,  the  just  foundations  which  it  affords  n^e 
for  making  the  complaint. 

Your  Majesty  will  also,  I  am  persuaded,  not  fail 
to  remark* the  strange  obscurity  and  reserve,  the 
mysterious  darkness,  with  which  the  Report  here 
lexpresses  itself;  and  every  one  must  feel  how. this 
aggravates  the  severity  and  cruelty  of  the  censure, 
bj  rendering  it  impossible  distinctly  and  specifi- 
cally to  meet  it.  The  Commissioner^  $tate,  indeed, 
tbaV  some  things  aK   proved  agaiqst  n)e,  which 


6a 


must  be  credited  till  they  shall  receive  a  decisive 
0ontradicti6n/  but  what  those  things  are  tbey  do 
not  state,  »  They  are  *^  particulars  and  circumstan- 
**  ces   which,   especially  considering   my  exalted 
"  rank,  must  give  -occasion  to  the  most  unfavour- 
^  able  interpretations.     They  are  several  strong 
^'  circumstances  of  this  description,"   "  they  arc, 
^^  if  true,  justly  deserving  of  most  serious  consi- 
.^*  deration,*'  and  they  "must  bo  credited  till  de- 
^*  cidedly  contradicted/'    But  what  are  these  cir- 
cumstances?  What  are  these   deeds    without   a 
name  ?     Was  there  ever  a '  charge  so  framed  ? 
:Was,  ever  any  one  put  to  answer  any  charge,  and 
decidedly  to  contradict  it,  or  submit  to  have,  it 
icredited;  against  him,  which  was  conceived  in  such 
,  terms,  without  the  means  of  ascertaining  what  these 
.things,  are,  except  as  conjecture  may  enable  me  to 
•surmise,  to  what  parts  of  the  examinations  of  the 
four,  witnesses  on  whom  they  particularly  rely,*  they 
, attach  the  importance  and  the  weight  which  seem  to 
them  to  justify  these  dark  and  ambiguous  censures 
on  my  conduct?  But  such  as  they  are,  and  whatever 
they  may  be,  they  must,  your  Majesty  is  told,  be 
credited  unless  they  are  decidedly  contradicted. 

Circumstances,  respecting  Captain  Manby, 
indeed  are  particularized ;  but  referring  to  the 
depcxsitions  which  apply  to  him,  they  contain 
.  much  matter  of  opinion,  of  hearsay,  of  suspicion, 
.  Are  these  hearsays,  are  these  opmions,  are  these 
suspicions,  .  jmd  conjectures  of  these  witnesses, 
to  be  believed  against  me,  unless  decidedly  con^ 
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tradktied?  How  can Idecidedlv  contradict anotiiet' 
person's  opinion  ?  I  may  reason  against  its  jastiee, 
but  how  ean  I  contradict  it  ?  Or  how  can  I  deci- 
dedly contradict  any  thing  which  is  not  precisely 
specified,  nor  distinctly  known  to  me  ? 

Your  Majesty  will  also  observe  that  the  Rcpott 
/(tates  that  it  is  not  for  the  Commissioner^  to  decidfe 
upon  the  bcfaring  and  effect  of  these  fact^ ;  these  are 
left  for  your  Majesty's  decision.  But  they  add  that 
if  true>  they  are  justly  entitled  to  the  most  serioCfs 
constderatioQ.  I  caonoty  Sire^  but  collect  from 
these  passages,  an  intimation  that  some  further  pro* 
ceedings  may  be  meditated.  And  perhaps,  if  I 
acted  with  perfect  prudeho^  seeing  how  mueh  reii-' 
son  I  have  to  fear,  feom  the  febrications  of  falsehood 
I  011^  to  have  waited  till  J  knew  what  coursd^ 
eivtl;  6t  criminal  yoUr  M^esty  might  be  advised 
to  pursue  before  1  offered  any  obsdrvaljons  or  an* 
8 wen  To  this  alternative  however  J  an^  driven. 
I  must  either  remain  silent,  and  reserve  my  defence, 
leaving  the  imputation  to  operate  most  injifriousfy 
aiad  fatally  to  my  character;  or  I  mtcst,  by  entering 
into  a  defence  i^ainst  so  extended  a  charge,  expose 
myself  with  much  greater  hazard  to  any  future  at-> 
tacks.  But  the  fear  of  ppm^/e  danger,  to  arise  from 
the  perverted  interpretation  of  my  answer,  cannot 
induce  me  to  acquiesce  under  the  certtmn  mischief 
of  the  unjust  censure  and  judgmcait  which  stands 
agfdnst  me,  as  it  were,  recorded  in  thb  Report^ 
i  shall  therefore,  at  whatever  hazard,  proceed  to 
ttbmi^to  your  naajesty,  in  whose  juatice  I  hnvi 


11 


Ibe  oMMt  Mtiafaelory  r^aaee,  my  aoswer  and  "'l 
observations  upon  t^is  part  of  Ibe  case. 

And  here;  Sire»  I  cannot  forbear  again  presunif 
bg  to  state  to  Your  Majesty,  that  it  is  not  a  littla 
hard,  that  the  Cooiaussioners  (who  state,  in  the 
beginning  of  tl^r  Report,  that  certain  particulars, 
in  themselves,  extremely  auspicious,  were,  in  the 
judgment,  uLich  they  had  formed  upon  them,  be« 
fore  they  entered  into  the  particulars  of  the  Inquiry^ 
rendered  still  more  suspicious  from  being  connnect-' 
cd  with  the  assertion  of  pregnancy  and  delivery,) 
should  have  made  no  observation  upon  the  degree^ 
in  which  that  suspicion  must  be  proportionably 
abatedj  when  those  assertion^  of  pr^ancy  and 
(Jclivery^  have  been  completely  fitlsi^ed  and  dis* 
proved ;  that  they  should  make  no  remark  iipoa  ti)9 
iactf  that  all  the  witnesses,  (with  tbe  Mception  of 
Mrs«  Li^l^)  on  whom  they  specifically  rely,  were^ 
«very  one  ^  tbem^  brought  forward  by  tbe  pria^ 
cipal  informers,  for  tbe  purpose  of  supporting  the 
iisdse  statement  o(  Lady  Dou^M ;  that  they  are  tfa^ 
^witnesses  therefore  of  persona,  whom,  after  tb& 
complete  falsification  of  their  charge,  X  am  justified 
in  describing  a$  conspiratcNis,  ^ho  have  been  detec- 
ted, in  supporting  their  conspiracy  by  their  own 
perjury.     And  surely  where  a  conspiracy,  to  fix  a 
tbarge  upon  an  individual,  has  been  plainly  detect* 
;ed|  the  witnesses  of  those  who  have  been  so  detect- 
ed in  that  conspiracy,— witnesses  that  are  brought 
foni^ard  to  support  this  false  charge,  cannot  stand 
otherwise  than  considerably  affected  in  their  creditt 
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by  tbeir  cdimection  with  those  who  are  ileWdted  iff 
that  conspiracy,  fiut  in5te»d  of  poiotilig  out  thb 
c^cumstwce,  aci  caUing,  at  least,  for  some  degree 
of  caution  and  reserve,  in  considering  tiie  tei^iaiqny 
of  these  witnesses,  the  Report  on  the  contrary, 
holds  them  up  as  worthy  of  particular  credit, .  as 
witnesses,  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commis-^ 
sioners,  cannot  be  suspected  of  unfavourable  bias  : 
whose  veracity,  in  that  respect,  they  have  seen  no 
ground  to  question  ;  and  who  must  be  credited  till 
they  receive  some  decided  contradiction. 

Now,  Sire,  I  feel  the  fullest  confidence  that  t 
shall  prove  to  your  Majesty's  most  perfect  satis- 
faction, that  all  of  these  witnesses  (of  course  I 
still  exclude  Mrs.  Lisle)  are  under  the  influence, 
and  exhibit  the  symptoms  of  the  most  unfavoura* 
ble  bias ;— that  their  veracity  is,  in  every  respect, 
to  be  doubted; — and  that  they  cannot,  by  any 
candid  and  attentive  niind,  be  deemed  worthy  of 
the  least  degree  of  credit,  upon  this <  charge,  your 
Majesty  will  easily  conceive,  how.  great  my  sur- 
prise and  astonishment  must  have,  beeiij  at  this 
purt^of  the  Report*  I  am  indeed  a  little  at  a  1(>S8 
to  know,  whether!  understand  the  passage, ^hich 
I  have  ^ited  from  the  Report.  *'  The  witnesses 
'^  in, the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners  are  not 
"  to  be  suspected  of  unfavourable  bias,  and  their 
"  veracity  in  that  respect  they  have  seen  no  reason 
^'  to  question."  What  is  meant  by  their  having 
seen  no  reason  to  suspect  their  veracity  in  that 
respect?    Do  they  mean,  what  the  qualificatioa 
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Beeins.  to  implyi  that  they  have  seen  reason  'to 
question  it  in  other  respects  ?  Is  it  meant  to  be 
insinuated  that  they  saw  reason  to  question  their 
Teracity,  not  in  rei^)ect  of  an  unfavourable  bias^ 
but  of  a  bias  in  my  favour  ?  I  cannot  impute  to 
them  such  an  insinuation,  because  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  Commissioners  would  never  have  intended 
to  insinuate  any  thing  so  directly  contrary  to  the 
truth- 

The  witnesses  specifically  pointed  out/ as  thus 
particularly  deserving  of  credit,  are  *W-  Cole, 
)|R.  Bidgood,  tF.  Lloyd,  and  JMrs.  Lisle.  With 
respect  to  Mrs.  Lisle,  I  trust  your  Majesty  will 
permit  me  to  make  my  observations  upon,  her 
examination,  as  distinctly  and  separately,  as  I 
possibly  can,  from  the  others.  Because,  as  I  ever 
had,  and  have  now,  as  much  as  ever,  the  most 
perfect  respect  for  Mrs.  Lisle,  I  would  avoid  the 
possibility  of  having  it  imagined  that  such  obser- 
vations, as  I  shall  be  under  the  absolute  necessity 
of  making,  upon  the  other  witnesses,  could  be  in- 
tended, in  any  degree,  to  be  applied  to  her. 

With  respect  to  Cole,  Bidgood,  and  Lloyd, 
they  have  all  lived  in  their  places,  for  a  long  time  ; 
they  had  lived  with  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales  before  he  married,    and  were 
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ft|>pQiiited  bjf  kim  to  eituatimil  ^hoxA-  rat ;  Cote 
aad  lioyd  imtBediatelj  upon  my  manriage,  and 
Bi^ood  very  «hQOPtiy  mftaiwanls.  I  know  not 
whetber  from  this  cireumstaiice  they  may  cooiider 
Chemsdvee  as  not  owing  tiiat  undivided  duty  and 
regard  to  me,  which  servants  of  my  owm  appoint'^ 
menty  might  possibly  have  fait ;  {but  if  I-  knew 
aotbtng  jpoore  of  tiiem  than  that  they  had  consented 
to  be  voluntarily  examined^  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  the  statement  of  Lady  Douglas  on  a 
charge,  so  deeply  a^ctiog  my  honour,  wtdiemt 
oommuoioBting  to  me  the  fa^t  of  such  exaoiiiiMitiMii 
your  Majesty  would  not,  I  am  sure,  be  surpcised  to 
iind,  tioistlsaw,  in  tiwt  circumstanoe.  alone,  soffit 
cient  to  raise  ^mie  suspicions  of  an  unfavonraUe 
iiias.  But'  when  I  £nd  Cole^  particularly^  Bokt* 
mitting  to  (his  aecnet  and  vpifuntary  examinatioo 
against  me,  no  less  than  j6»<r  timess  imd  when  I 
founds  ducing  the  pend^icy  of  this  Inquiry  befaim 
the  Cfiunmisslonersi,  that  one  of  them,  R.  Qidgpod^ 
Mtas  so  &r  tQoaeeted,  a^d  in  league,  with  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Douglas,  as  to  have  cpmiBHoicattOQ 
with  the  latter,  I  thought  I  saw  the  piPpof  of  such 
decided  hostility  and  oopfederaey  again^  m^  that 
i  ielt  obliged  to  order  the  discou^nuance.  of  his 
attendance  at  my  house  till  further  orders*  Of 
the  real  bias  of  their  minds,  however,  with  respect 
to  me,  your  Majesty  wBl  be  better  able  to  judge 
from  the  consideration  of  Ijbeir  le.vidpnce. 

The  imputations  whkh  I  colli^t  to  be  considered 
as  cast  upon  me  by  these-  several  witnesses,  are  too 
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^eitt  IkmHfaurity  mid  nititMcy  with  sevMlI  g^tiUe^* 
men,— Sir  Sidoejr  Smith,  Mr.  Lawrence,  Gqptttor 
Manby,  and  I  know  not  wfaetiier  the  saiM  are  fiot 
meant  to  be  extended  to  Lord  Hood^  Mr.  Chester, 
and  Captain  More. 

With  your  Majesty's  permission,  therefore,  I 
will  examine  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses,  as^ 
they  respect  these  several  gentlemen,  in  their  order, 
keeping  the  evidence,  which  is  applicable  to  each 
case,  as  distinct  from  the  others  as  I  can. 

And  I  will  be^n  with  those  which  respect  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  as  he  is  the  person  first  mentioned  in 
Ae  deposition  of  W.  Cole. 

W.  Cole  says,*  ''  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  first 
visited  at  Montague  House  -  if  I80S ;  that  ho 
observed  that  the  Princess  was  too  familiar  with 
Sir  Sidn^  Smith.  One  day,  he  tiiinks  in  Eebro^ 
ary,  be  (Cole)  carried  into  the  Blue  Room  t^  fb^ 
Princess  some  sandHiches  which  she  bad  order*' 
ed,  and  was  surprised  to  see  that  Sir  Sidney  wtt 
there.  He  must  have  come  in  from  the  Park.  If 
he  bad  been  let  in  from  Blackheatb,  he  muat  have 
]^sed4;hrou^  the  room  in  which  he  (Cole)  was 
waiting.  When  he  had  left  the  satxlwidiea  he 
returned,  after  some  time,  into  the  room>  and 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  sitting  very  closer  to  the 
PHtycessOn  the  sofa;  He  (Cde)  looked  at  her 
Royal  Hi^ness,  she  cau^t  his  eye,  and  saw  that 
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he  noticed  the  manner  in  wbiqh  they  were  sittiQg 
together,  they  appeared  both  a  little  confused.'' 

R.  Bidgood  says  also,  in  his  deposition^  on  the 
6th  of  June,  (for  he^was  examined  twice)  "  that 
it  was  early  in  1802  that  he  first  observed  Sir  Sid- 
ney, Smith  come  to  Montague  House.  He  used 
to  stay  Tcry  late  at  night ;  he  had  seen  him  early 
in  the  morning  there  ;  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock. 
He  was  at  Sir  John  Douglas's  and  was  in  the  ha- 
bit,  as  well  as  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  of  din- 
ing or  having  luncheon,  or  supping. there  every 
day.  He  saw  Sir  Sidney  Smith  one  day  in  180S 
in  the  Blue  Room,  about  1 1  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, which  was  full  two  hours  before  they  expected 
ever  to  see  company-  He  asked  the  servants  why 
they  did  not  let  him  know  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was 
there;  the  footmen  told  him  that  they  had  let  no 
person  in.  There  was  a  private  door  to  the  Park, 
by  which  he  might  have  come  in  if  he  had  a  key 
to  it,  and  have  got  into  the  Blue  Room  without 
any  of  the  servants  perceiving  him.  And  in  his 
second  deposition,  taken  or>  the  3rd  of  July,  be 
says  he  lived  at  Montague  House  when  Sir  Sidney 
came.  Her  (the  Princess's)  manner  with  him  ap- 
peared very  familiar ;  she  appeared  very  attentive, 
to  him,  but  he  did  not  suspect  a)iy  thing  further. 
Mrs.  Lisle  says  that  the  Princess  at  one  time 
appeared  tq  like  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas* 
"  I  have  seen  Sir  Sidney  Smith  there  very  late  in  ' 
the  evening,  but  not  alone  with  the  Princess^    I 
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have  no  reascm  to.  suspect  he  hid  a  key  of  the 
Park  gate;  I  never  beard.of.  any  body  being  found  > 
ivandering  about  at  Blackbeatb." 

Fanny  Lloyd  does  not  mention  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
in  her  deposition* 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  evidence  then,  which 
is  the  whole  that  respects  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  in  any. 
of  these  depositions  (except  some  particular  pas-, 
sages  in  Cole's  evidence  which  are  so  important 
jas  to  require  very  particular  and  distinct  state- 
ment) I  would  request  your  Majesty  to  understand . 
thiat,  with  respect,  to  the  fact  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith's 
visiting  frequently  at  Montague  House,  both  with 
Sir; John  and  Lady  Douglas,  and  without  them; 
with  respect  to >  his. being  frequently  there,  at 
luncheon,  dinner,  and.supper;  and  staying  with 
the  rest  of  the  company  till  twelve,  one  o'clock,  or 
even  sometimes  later,   if  these  are  some  of  the^ 
facts /^  which  must  give  occasion  to  unfavourable 
"  interpretations,  and  must  be  credited  till  they 
"  are  .  contradicted ;''    they  are  facts,   which  I 
never  can  contradict,  for  they  are  perfectly  true. 
And  I. trust  it  will  imply  the  confession  of  no 
giiilt,  to  ^  admit  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith's  conver- 
sation, his  account  of  the  various  and  extraordi- 
nary events,   and  heroic  achievements  in .  which 
he  had  ^been  concerned,  amused  and  interested 
me ;  and  the  circumstance  of  his  living  so  much 
with  his  friends^  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  in 
UKy    neighbourhood   on   Blackheath, ;  gave .,  the 
opportunity  of  his  increasing .  his.  acquaintance 
with  me. 


rs 

r  It  Happeded  idso  thatiAovt  tUs  tkM  I  fitted  n^^ 
at  your  Majesty  mity  have  ob&er?ed^  one  of  the. 
rooms  in  my  house  after  the  fashion  of  a  Tuckwb 
Tent*    Sir  Sidney  f umished  mc ,  with  a  pattern 
for  it,  in  a  drawing  of  the  Tent  of  Murat  Bey» 
Hhich  be  bad  brought  over  with  him  from  Egypt* 
And  he    taught    me   how   to    draw    Egyptian^ 
Arabesques*  which  were  necesSary  for  the  or* 
namentt  of  the  ceiling ;  this  may  have  occasion^^ 
ed>  while  that  room  was  fitting  up,  several  vi^ 
sits*  and  possibly  some>  though  I  do  not  reccd«: 
lect  them,  as  early  in  the  morning  as  Mr.  Bid^ 
good  mentions^    I  believe  also  that  it  has  hap»* 
pened  more  than  once,  that,   walking  with  my 
ladies  in  the  Park^  we  have  met  Sir  Sidney 
Smkh»  and  that  he  has  come  in»  with  us,  threuf^ 
the  gate  from  the  Park*    My  ladies  may  h&v«; 
gone  up  to  take  off  their  cloaks,  or  to  dress,  and 
have  left  me  alone  with  him ;  and,  at  some  on^ 
of  these  times,  it  may  very  possibly  have  hap* 
pened  that  Mr.  Gole,  and  Mn  Bidgood  nmf 
have  seen  him,   when  he  has  not  come  throu^ 
the  waiting-room,  nor  been  let  in  by  any  of  the 
fbotaien.    But  I  solemnly  declare  to  yourMiyesty,^ 
that  I  have  not  the  least  idea  or  belief  &at  be  evw^ 
had  a  key  of  the  gate  into  the  PlEitk,  or  that  h» 
ever  entered  in  or  passed  out,  at  that  gate,  except 
in  company  with  myself  and  my  ladies.     As  lor 
the  eireumstanoe  of  my  permitting  him  to  be  itf 
fte  room  alone  with  me ;  if  suffering  a  mAn  W 
be  so  al^me  is  evidence  of  guilt,  from^  whence 
the  Commisioners  can  draw  any  unfavottrsiUd 
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i9{er«9iee,  I  mtiit  kft?e^  tbf  m  ta  draw  it.    For  I 
cMQOt  deny  th^t  it  hw  happened,  and  happened 
freqaeotly ;  not  only  wiih  Sir  SMney  Simth»  bat 
with  many,  many  others;  geatletaeD  who  ba^e  vi<- 
sited  me  s  tradesmen  who  hare  coicre  to  receive 
my  orders  i  masters  whom  I  have  bad  to  instmet 
me,  in  paiDting>  in  music,  in  £n^b,  kc.  that  I 
l^ve  received  them  without  any  one  being  by.   In 
short,  I  trust  I  am  not  confessing  a  crime,  for  un^ 
questicmafaly  if  is  a  truth,  that  I  never  had  an  idea 
thai:  there  was  any  thing  wrong,  or  objectionaUe, 
10  thufl  seeiBg  men,,  ia  the  morning  and  I  ebnfi«> 
dcntly  believe  your  Majesty  will  see  nothing  in  it; 
from  whidi  any  guiltcaa  be  inferred.     I  feel  cer^ 
tela,  that  there  is  nothing  immocal  in  tiae  thing 
ilsrif ;  and  I  have,  always  understood,  tliait  it  was 
perfectly  customary  and  usual  for  ladies  of  the 
first  rank,  and  the  first,  character,  in  the  coantry,* 
to  receive  the  visits  of  gentlemen  in  a  morning, 
though  tfaey  might  be  themselves  alone  at  the 
tifisec    But,  if,  in  the  opinions  and  fashions  of 
this  country^  there  should  he  mote  isftprapifiety 
msoribed  to  it^  than  what  it  evaer  entered  into  my 
mod  t0  coocQive,  I  hope  your  Majesty,  and  every 
candid  mind,  will  make  alljowaiice  for  the^  dS^r- 
ootaotkais  whitth  my  feireign  education^  aiid  fo- 
reigftimUtej may  have  gi veo me. 

But  wbirtever  character  may  belong  to  this  prac- 
tkse,  it  ift  not  a  practice  which  eommeneed  after  my 
Iranr log  Cflidt)Ott  House.  Whaie  tfaere^  and  from 
s^  fii>stami&al  io  this,  conn  try,  I  was  accustomed, 
with  the  knonftledge  ofi  His  Royali  H^oes&  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  without  his  ever  having 
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hinted  to  me  the  slightest  disapprobation,  to  re- 
ceive lessoi)s  from  various  masters,  for  my  amuse* 
ment,  and  improvement;  I  was  attended  by  them 
frequently,  from  twelve  o'clock  to  five  in  the  af- 
ternoqn ; — Mr.  Atwood  for  music,  Mr.  Geffadiere 
for  English,  Mr.  Toufrohelli  for  paintiag,   Mr. 
Tutoye  for  imitating  marble,  Mr.  Elwes  for  the 
harp.    I  saw  them  all  alone  ;  and  indeed,  if  I  were 
to  see  them  at  all,  I  could  do  no  otherwise  than 
see  them  alone.     Miss  Garth,  who  was  then  sub* 
governess  to  my  daughter,  lived,  certainly,  under 
the  same  roof  with  me,  but  she  could  not   be 
spared  from    her  duty  and  attendanee  on   my 
daughter.      I  desired   her    sometimes  to  come 
down  stairs,  and  read  to  me,  during  the  time 
when  I  drew  or  painted,  but  my  Lord  Cholmon* 
dely  informed  me  this  could  not  be.     I  then  re- 
quested that  I  might  have  one  of  my  bed-chani- 
ber  women  to  live  constantly  at  Carlton  House, 
that  I  might  have  her  at  call  whenever  I  wanted 
her  ;  but  T  was  answered  that  it  was  not  custo- 
mary, that  the  attendants  of  the  Royal  Family 
should  live  with  them  in  town;    so  that  request 
cou|d  not  be  complied  with.     But,  independent 
of  this,  I  never  concaived  that  it  was  offensive 
to  the  fashions  &nd  manners  of  the  country  to  re- 
ceive gentlemen,   who  might  call  upon  me  iii  a 
morning,  whether  I  had  or  had  not  any  one  with 
me;  and  it  never  occurred  to  me  to  think  that 
there  was  either  impropriety  or  indecorum  in  it^  at 
that  time,  nor  in  continuing  the  practice  at  Monta* 
gue  House.  But  this  has  been  confined  to  morning 
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visits,  ill  no  private  apartments  of  my  house,  l>ut 
in  my  drawing-room,  where  my  ladies  have,  at  all 
timeSy  free  access,  and  as  they  usually  take  their  hm- 
cheon  with  me,  except  when  they  are  engaged  with 
visitors,  or  pursuits  of  their  own,  it  could  but  rarely 
occur  that  I  could  be  left  with  any  gentleman  alone 
for  any  length  of  time,  unless  there  were  something 
in  the  Icnown  and  avowed  business,,  which  might 
occasion  his  waiting  upon  tne,  that  would  fully  ac- 
count for  the  circumstance. 

I  trust  your  Majesty  will  excuse  the  length 'at 
which  I  have  dwelt  upon  this  topic.  I.  perceived, 
from  the  examinations,  that  it  had  been  much  in- 
quired after,  and  I  felt  it  necessary  to  represent  it 
in  its  true  light.  And  the  candour  of  your  Majes- 
ty's mind  will,  I  am  confident,  suggest  that  those 
who  are  the  least  conscious  of  intiending  guilt,  are 
the  least  suspicious  of  having  it  imputed  to  them  ; 
and  therefore  that  they  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
guard  themselves,  at  every  turn,  with  witnesses  to 
prove  their  innocence,  fancying  their  character  to 
be  safe,  as  long  as  their  conduct  is  innocent,  and 
^  that  guilt  will  not  be  imputed  to  them  from  actions 
quite  indifierent. 

The  deposition,  however,  of  Mr.  Cole  is  not 
confined  to  my  being  alOne  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith. 
The  circumstances  in  which  he  observed  us  toge- 
ther he  particularizes,  and  states  his  opinion.  He 
introduces,  indeed,  the  whole  of  his  evidence  by 
flaying  that  I  was  too  familiar  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
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but  as  I  trust  I  am  not  yet  so  far  degradcrd  as  ta 
have  my  character  decided  by  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Cole,  I  shall  not  comment  upon  that  observation* 
He  then  proceeds  to  describe  the  scene  which  he 
observed  on  the  day  when  he  brought  in  the  sand- 
wiches, which  I  trust  your  Majesty  did  not  fail  to 
notice,  /  had  myself  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 
For  there  is  an  obvious  insinuation  that  Sir  Sidney 
must  have  come  in  through  the  Park,   and  that 
there  was  great  impropriety  in  his  being  alone  with 
me.     And  at  least  the  witness's  own  story  proves^ 
whatever  impropriety  there  might  be,  in  this  cir- 
cumstance^ that  I  was  not  conscious  of  it,  nor  meant 
to  take  advantage  of  his  clandestine  entry,  from  the 
Park,  to  conceal  the  fact  from  my  servant^s  obser- 
vation.    For  if  I  had  had  such  consciousness,  or 
such  meanings  J  never  could  have  ordered  sand- 
wiches to  have  been  brou^t  in,  or  any  other  act  to 
have  been  done,  which  must  have  brought  myself 
under  the  notice  of  my  servants,  while  I  continued 
in  a  situation,  M'hichI  thought  improper,  and  wished 
to  conceaU    Any  of  the  circumstances  of  this  visit> 
to  vvliich  this  part  of  the  deposition  refers,  my  me- 
mory does  not  enable  me  in  the  least  degree  to  par* 
ticularize  and  recal.     Mr.    Cole  may  have  seen 
me  sitting  on  the  same  sofa  with  Sir  Sidney  S{pUh* 
Nay,  I  have  no  doubt  he  must  have  seen  me,  oyer 
and  over  again,  not  only  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  bu|: 
with  other  gentlemen,  sitting  upon  the  same  sofa; 
and  Itrust  your  Maj.esty  w  ill  feel  it  the  hardest' thing 
imaginable,  that  I  should  be  called  upoa  to  ac* 
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count  what  corner  of  a  sofa  I  sat  upon  four  years 
ago,  and  how  close  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  sitting  to 
me.  I  can  only  solemnly  aver  to  your  Majesty, 
that  my  conscience  supplies  me  with  the  fullest 
means  of  confidently  assuring  you,  that  I  never 
permitted  Sir  Sidney  Smith  to  sit  on  any  sofa  with 
me  in  any  mannerj  which,  in  my  own  judgment,  was 
in  the  slightest  degree  offensive  to  the  strictest  pro- 
priety and  decorum.  In  the  judgment  of  many 
persons  perhaps,  a  Princess  of  Wales  should  at  no 
.time  forget  the  elevation  of  lier  rank,  or  descend  in 
any  degree  to  the  familiarities  and  btimacies  of 
private  life.  Under  any  circumstances,  this  would 
be  a  hard  condition  to  be  annexed  to  her  situation. 
Under  the  circumstances,  in  which  it  iias  been  my 
misfortane  to  have  lost  the  necessaty  support  to  the 
dignity  and  station  of  a  Princess  of  Wales,  to  have 
assumed  and  msdntained  an  unbending  dignity 
would  have  been  impossible,  and  if  possible,  could 
hardly  have  been  expected  from  me. 

After  these  observations.  Sire,  I  must  now  re* 
quest  your  Majesty's  attention  to  those  written 
declarations  wiiich  are  mentioned  in  the  Report, 
and  which  I  shall  never  be  able  sufficiently  to  thank 
your  Majesty  for  having  condescended,  in  compU-* 
ance  with  my  earnest  request,  to  order  to  be  trans^ 
niitted  to  me.  From  observations  upon  those  de* 
clarations  tiiemselves,  as  well  as  upon  comparing 
them  with  the  depositions  made  before  the  Com- 
missioners, your  Majesty  will  see  the  strongest 
reason  for  discrediting  the  testimony  of  W.  Cole, 


84 


as  well  as  others  of  thesei,  witnesses  whose  credit 
stands  in  the  opinioti  of  the  Commissioners  so  un-> 
impeachable.  They  supply  important  observations, 
even  with  respect  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Cole's  evi- 
dence which  I  am  now  considering,  though  in  no 
degree  equal  in  importance  to  those  which  L  shall 
afterwards  have  occasion  to  notice. 

Your  Majesty  will  please  to  observe,  that  there 
are  no  less  than  four  different  examinations,  or- de- 
clarations of  Mr.  Cole.  They  are  dated  on  the 
Utb,  14th,  and  30th  of  January/  and  on  £t^rd  of 
February.  In  these  four  different  declarations  he 
twice  mentions  the  circumstance  of  finding  Sir  Sid- 
ney Smith  and  myself  on  the  sofa,  and  he  mentions 
it  not  only  in  a  different  nianner,  at  each  of  those 
times,  but  at  both  of  them  in  a  manner,  which  ma- 
teiially  differs  from  hjs  deposition  before  the  Com^ 
missioners.  In  his  declaration  on  the  1 1th  of  Janu- 
ary"* he  says,  that  he  found, us  in  so  familiar  a  pos- 
ture, as  to  alarm  him  very  much,  which  he  express- 
ed by  a  start  back  and  a  look  at  the  gentleman. 

In  that' dated  on  22nd  of  February,!  however 
(being  asked,  I  suppose,  as  to  that  which  he  had 
dared  to  assert,  of.  the  familiar  posture  which  had 
alarmed  him  so  much,)  he  says, ''  there  was  nothing 
particular  in  our  dress,  position  of  legs,  or  arms, 
that  was  extraordinary ;  he  thought  it  improper 
that  a  single  gentleman  should  be  sitting  quite  close 
to  d  married  lady  on  the  sofa,  and  from  that  situa- 

•  See  Appendix  (B.^  p.  98. 
t  SeeiAppendix  (B.)  p.  102.  , 
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tion/  and  formef  observations^  he  thoo^t  the  thiDg 
improper.  In  tliid  second  accounti  therefore,  yopr 
Majesty  perceives  he  was  obliged  to  bring  in  liis 
former  observations  to  help  out  the  statement,  in 
order  to  account  for  his  having  been  so  shocked 
with  what  he  ^saw,  as.  to  express  his  alarm  by 
"  starting  back."  But,  unfortunately,  he  accounts 
for  it,  as  it  seems  to  me  at  'least,  by  the  very  cir- 
cumstance which  would  have  induced  him  tQ  have 
been  less  surprised,  and  consequently  less  startled* 
by  what  he  saw ;  for  had  his  former  observations 
been  such  as  he  insinuates,  he  would  have  bee)3  pre- 
pared  the  more  to  expect,  and  the  tess  to  be  sur- 
prised at,  what  he  pretends  to  have  seen. 

But  your  Majesty  will  observe,  that  in  his  depo- 
sition before  the  Commissioners,*  (recollecting, 
perhaps,  how  awkwardly  he  had  accounted  for  his 
starting  in  his  former  declaration,)  he  drops  his 
starting  altogether.  Instead  of  looking  at  the  gen- 
tleman onlyj  he  looked  at  us  both ;.  that  I  caught  ijis 
eye,. and  saw  that  he  noticed  the  manner  in  which  we 
were  sitting ;  and  instead  of  his  own  starting,  or  any 
description  of  the  manner  in  which  he  exhibited 
his  own  feelings,  we  are  represented  as  both  ap- 
pearing a  little  conftuled.  Our  confusion  is  a  cir- 
cumstance, which,  during  his  four  declarations, 
which  he  made  before  the  appointment  of  the  four 
Commissioners,  it  never  once  occurred  to  him  to 
recollect.  And  now  he  does  recollect  it,  we  ap- 
peared he  says,  "  a  little  confused." — A  little  con- 
fused  ! — ^The  Princess  of  Wales  detected  in  a  situa- 

♦  Appendix  (A.)  p.  1 1.  , 
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Uon  6ucfa  as  to  shock  and  alarm  ber  servant^  aiid  %6 
detected  as  to  be  sensible  of  her  detection,  and  so 
conscious  of  tiie  impropriety  of  the  situatiofi  as  to 
exhibit  symptoms  of  confusion ;  would  not  her  con- 
fusion have  been  extreme  ?  would  it  have  been  so 
little  as  to  have  slipped  the  memory  of  the  witness 
who  observed  it,  during  his  first  four  declarations, 
and  at  last  to  be  recalled  to  his  recollection  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  be  represented  in  the  faint  and  feeble 
way,  in  which  be  here  describes  it? 

What  weight  your  Majesty  will  ascribe  to  these 
differences  in,  the  accounts  given  by  this  i^itness^  I 
cannot  pretend  to  say.     But  I  am  ready  to  confess^ 
that,   probably,  if  there  was  nothing  stron^r  of 
the  same  kind  to  be  observed,  in  other  parts  of  his 
testimony,    the  inference  which  would  be  drawn 
from  them,  would  depend  very  much  upon  the 
opinion  previously  entertained  of  ttie  witiiess.    To 
me,  who  know  many  parts  of  hi«  testimony  to  be 
absolutely  felse,  and  all  the.  colouring^  given  to  it  to 
he  wholly  from  his  own  wicked  and  malfdoud  in- 
vention, it  appears  plain,  that  these  diflferences  in 
his  representations,    are  the  unsteady,  awkward, 
shuflSes  and  prevarications  of  falsehood. — ^To  those^ 
if  there  are  any  such,  who  from  preconceived  pre- 
judices in  his  favour,  or  from  any  other  drcuHi'-' 
stances,  think  that  his  veracity  is  free  from  all  sus- 
picion, satisfactory  means  of  reconciling  them  may 
possibly  occur.     But  before  I  have  left  Mr.  Cole's 
examinations,  your  Majesty  will  find  that  they  will 
have  much  more  to  account  for,  and  Biucfa  Hiore 
reconcile. 
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.  Mr.  Coles  examination  before  the  Commission- 
eiB  goes  op  thus: — *^*A  short  time  before  this, 
^  one  night  about  twelve  p^clock,  I  saw  a  man  go 
*^  into  the  house  from  the  Park,  wrapt  up  in  a 
'^  great  coat.  I  did  not  give  any  alarm,  for  the 
^-  impression  on  my  mind  was,  that  it  was  not 
**  a  thief."  When  I  read  this  passage,  Sire,  I 
could  hardly  believe  my  eyes ;  when  I  found  such  a 
fact  left  in  this  dark  staie^  without  any  further  ex- 
planation, or  without  a  trace  in  the  examination,  of 
any  attempt  to  get  it  further  explained.  How  he 
got  this  impression  on  his  mind,  that  this  was  not 
a  thief?  Whom  lie  believed  it  to  be  ?  What  part 
of  the  house  he  saw  him  enter  ?  If  the  drawing- 
room,  or  any  part  which  I  usually  occupy,  who 
was  there  at  the  time?  Whether  1  was  there? 
Whether  alone,  or  with  my  Ladies  ?  or  with  other 
company  ?  Whether  he  told  any  body  of  the  cir- 
cumstance at  the  time  ?  or  how  long  after  ?  Whom 
he  told?  Whether  any  inquiries  were  made  in 
consequence  ?  These^  and  a  thousand  other  ques«> 
tions,  with  a  view  to  have  penetrated  into  the  mys- 
tery of  this  strange  story,  and  to  have  ^tried  the 
credit  of  this  witness,  would,  I  should  have  thought, 
have  occurred  to  any  one ;  but  certainly  must  have 
occurred  to  persons  so  experienced,  and  so  able 
in  the  examination  of  facts,  and  tlie  trying  of  the 
credit  of  witnesses,  as  the  two  learned  Lords  \xn^ 
questionably  are,  whom  your  Majesty  took  (;are 

*  Appendix  (A.)  No.  5.. 
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lo  have  introduced  into  this  Commission.  They 
never  could  have  permitted  these  une^c  plained  and 
unsifted  hints  and  insinuations  to  have  had  ibe 
weight  and  effect  of  proof. — But,  unfortunately  for 
me,  thfe  duties,  probably,  of  their  respective  situa« 
tions  prevented  their  attendance  on  the  examina- 
tion of  this,  and  on  the  first  examination  of  another 
most  important  witness,  Mr.  Robert  Bidgood — 
and  surely  your  Majesty  will  permit  me  here,  witli- 
out  offence,  to  complain,  that  it  is  not  a  little  bard, 
that,  when  your  Majesty  had  shewn  your  anxiety 
to  have  legal^  accuracy,  and  legal  experience  assist 
on  this  examination,  the  two  most  important  wit^ 
nesses,  in  whose  examinations  there  is  more  mat- 
ter  for  unfavourable  interpretation,  than  iu  all  tlie 
rest  put  together,  should  have  been  examined  with- 
out the  benefit  of  this  accuracy,  and  this  experience. 
And  I  am  the  better  justified  in  making  this  obser- 
vation, if  what  has  been  suggested  to  me  is  correct ; 
that,  if  it  shall  not  be  allowed  that  th^  power  of  ad* 
ministering  an  oath  under  this  warrant  or  commis* 
iBion  is  questionable,  yet  it  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
tbat  it  is  most  questionable  whether,  according  to 
the  terms  or  meaning  of  the  warrant  or  comihissian. 
as  it  constitutes  no  quorum,  Lord  Spencer  and 
Lord  Grenville  could  administer  an  oath,  or  act  in 
the  absence  of  the  other  Lords ;  and  if  they  could 
not,  Mr.  Cole's  lalsehood  must  be  put  of  the  reach, 
of  punishment 

Returning  then  from  this  digression,   will  your 
JMajesty  permit  me  to  ask,  whether  I  am  to  under* 
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9tand  this  fact,  respecting  the  man  la  a  great  coati 
to  be  one  of  those  which  must  necessarily  give  oc- 
casion to  the  most  unfavourable  interpretations? 
^bich  must  be  credited  till  decidedly  contradicted  ? 
and  which  if  true,  deserve  the  most  serious  consi- 
deration ?  The  unfavourable  interpretatbns  which 
this  fact  may  occasion,  doubtless  are^  that  this 
man  was  either  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  or  some  othar 
paramour^  who  was  admitted  by  me  into  my  house 
in  disguise  at  midnight,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
my  wicked  and  adulterous  purposes.  And  is  it 
possible  that  your  Majesty,  is  it  possible  that  any 
candid  mind  can  believe  this  fact,  with  the  un- 
favourable interpretations  which  it  occasions,  on 
-  the  relation  of  a  servant,  who  for  all  that  appears, 
mentions  it  for  the  first  time,  four  years  after  the 
event  took  place ;  and  who  gives  himself,  thk 
^ture  of  his  honesty  and  fidelity  to  a  master, 
whom  he  has  served  so  long,  that  he,  whose  nerves 
are  of  so  moral  a  frame,  that  he  starts  at  seeing  m 
single  man  sitting  at  mid-day,  in  an  open  drawing- 
room,  OB  the  same  sofa,  with  a  married  womao^ 
permitted  this  disguised  midnight  adulterer,  to  ap* 
proach  his  master's  bed,  without  taking  any  notice, 
without  making  any  alarm,  without  offering  aviy 
interruption.  And  why  ?  because  (as  he  expressly 
stales)  he  did  not  believe  him  to  be  m  thief}  and 
becaufie  (as  be  plainly  insinuates)  he  dad  believe  him 
to  be  an  adulterer* 

But  what  makes  the  manner  in  wbioh  the  Com* 
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lim^ioiierB  sitfieivd  (tiis  fsct  to  remain  so  aMA» 
fSiaiaed,  the  more  ex:traordiaary  is  this ;  Mr.  C(de 
imA  in  his  original  declaration  iof  the*  1 14lh  ef  M> 
iiuary,  whicfa  was  before  the  >C<]iaii»is8ioncr9f  stated 
^*  that  one  night,  about  twelve  o  o)ock»  he  satw  * 
tperson  wrapped  up  in  a  great  coat^  go  across  the 
•Park  into  the  gate  to  the  Green  House^  and  be 
inerily  believes  it  was  Sir  &dney  SoMth/'  In  his  de*- 
i^ation  then,  (when  be  was  not  upon  oath)  .b^ 
ventures  to  state,  "  that  be  verily  believes  it  vim 
Sir  Sidney  Smith/'    When  he  is  upon  Ins  oaih,  in 
his  depositbn  before  the  Comcnissioners,  all  that 
be  ventures  to  swear  is,  /'  that  he  gav^  no  alai«i, 
because  the  impression  upon  his  mind  wa&»  that  it 
was  not  a  ihie£'^    And  tbe  di£brence  is  moat  m- 
'  pbitant.      ^'  The  im|H^sion  upon  bis  oaind  wts, 
'ifaat  it  was tiot  a  thief! !"     I  believis  Um,  and  the 
in^pression  upon  my  mind  too  is,  that  be  knew  it 
was  not  a  thief — ^That  be  knew  who  it  ira^.— ^nd 
'■  that  he  knew  it  was  no  other  Iban  n^  watchman* 
What  incident  it  is  that  he  alludes  to,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  know. '  £fut  this  I  know,  that  if  it  rgfers  fo 
any  man  with  whose  proceedings  I  have  the  least 
aiaqoaintance  or  privity,  it  must  have  been  my 
.   watchman.;  who,  if  he  executes  my  orders^ .nigbtiy, 
and  often  in  the.  night,  goes  his  roundly  both  inside 
and  out^de  of  my  boase.     And  this  circdmstanoe, 
wbkh  I  should  think  would  ratber  afford,  to  most 
minds,  an  inference  that  I  wfts  qot.prepiiriqtg'the 
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v«y  <)£  plfiatthig  fttcSitm  for  secret  vtiAnif^  ^^ 
tiatioQs,  bus,  in  my.  cooscience^  I  beiiave,  (if  tbene 
\»  one  word  of  tmith  in.  any  pai^t  of  thi$  story,  t^d, 
the  whole  of  k  isi  not  pure  kivcntiiM}).  afibrded  the. 
handle,  and  su^ested  the  idea,  to  this  hojieat,  trusty 
Qian,  this  witness^  ^*  who  cannot  be  suspected  of  aiay. 
nnfftTQuraye  biae,"  '^  whose  •  veracity  in  that  re?* 
spect  the  Coinmissionets  saw  no  groimd  to  ques* 
tion,'^  and  ^^  who  xoust  be  credited  till  he  reteeived 
tecideA  contradiction,"  suggested,  I  say,  the  idea 
ef  the  dark,  and:  viie  insAnuaiion  eoniained  in  this 
part  of  his  testimony. 

Whetboc  I  am  right  or  wrongs  however,  in  thi$ 
oonjeetjuns^  this  appeai?s  to  be  evident,  that  his  ex- 
afniaaiaoii  is. so  left,  tbat  supposing,  an  iodictoient 
fi^r  perjbry  or  fiilse  swearing,  would  He  agaii^t  any 
witness,,  examined  by  the  CommissiQnera^  and  st»p^ 
|)08ing  ihas  examination  had  been  taken  before  the 
whole  four. — If  Mr.  Cole  wau  uidicted  for  perjury, 
ia  respect  to  thisi  part  of  bi&  deposition,  the  proof 
that  he  did:  see  the  watchman,  would  necessarily 
ac<|iiit  him ;  would  establish  the  truth  of  what  he 
said,  and  rescue  him  from  the  punishment  of  per^ 
Jury,  tbouglt  it  wcmld  all  the  same  time  proi^Q  the 
£ilsehood  and  injustice  of  ^  inference,  and  the 
'  insmuatioo,  for  the  establishment  of  which  aJone  the 
'fibct  itself  was  swora 

'     Mc.  Cole  cfeKieBes  fiirtia^  toi  st^te,  ttiat  be  as- 

* ddbes  his  cemoval  from  Montague  House  to  X>oi^  > 

don,  to  the  dsscoirery  he  had  made,  and  the  notiee 

.  he  had  taioen  of  the  improper  i^toatioa  of  Sir  Sidr 
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nejf  Smith  with  me  upon  the  sofa.    To  this  I  canr 
oppose  little  more  thaa  my  Own  assertions,  -  as  my- 
motives  can  only  be  known  to  tqyself.-i— Dot  Mr. 
Cde  was  a  very  disagreeiable  servant  to  me;  he 
was  a  man,  who,  as  1  always  conceived,  had  been 
educated   above  his  station.     He  talked  Freneh, 
and  was  a  musician,  playmg  well  on  the  violin.-^^ 
By  these  qualifications  he  bad  got  admitted  occasi* 
onally,  into  better  company,  and  this  probably  led 
to  that  forward  and  obtrusive  conduct,  which  1 
thought  extremely  offensive  and  impertinent  in  a 
servant.  1  had  long  been  extremely  displeased  ^ith 
him ;  I  had  discovered,  that  when  I  went  oat  he 
would  come  into  my  drawing*room,  and  play  on 
niy "harpsichord,  or  sit  there  reading  my  bo^ks  ;— 
and,  in  short,  there  was  a  forwardness  which  would 
have  led  to  my  absolutely  discharging  him  a  long 
time  before,  if  I  had  not  made  a  sort  of  rule  to  my^ 
self,  to  forbear,  as  long  as  possible,  from  removing 
any  servant  who  had  been  placed  about  me  :by.  his 
Royal  Highness. — JBefore  Mr.  Cole  lived  with  the 
Prince,  he  had  lived  with  the  Duke  of  Devoa^ 
ishire,  and  I  had  reason  to  believe  tliatbe  carried  to 
Devonshire  House  all  the  observations  he  could 
make  at  mine.     For  these  various  reasons,  just 
before  the  Duke  of  Kent  was  about  to  go  out  of 
the  kingdom,  I  requested  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Kent,  who  had  been  good  enough  to  take 
the  trouble  of  arranging  many  particulars  in  my 
establishment,  to  make  the  arrangement  with  re- 
spect to  Mr,  Cole ;  which  was  to  leave  Wna  in  town 
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to  ivait'  upon  me  only  when  'I  w^nt  to  Carlton 
House,  and  not  to  codoe  to  Montague  House  ex* 
eept  when  specially  required.     This  arrangement, 
it  56611)3,  oflfended  him.     It  certainly  deprived  him 
of.  some  perquisites  which  he  had  when  living  at 
Blackheath ;  but  upon  the  whole,  as  it  left  him  so 
much  more  of  his  time  at  his  own  disposal,  I  should 
not  have  thought  it  had  been  much  to  his  preju- 
dice.    It  seems,  however,  that  he  did  not  like  it; 
and  I  must  leave  this  part  of  the  case  with  thb  one 
observation  more— That  your  Majesty,    I  trust, 
will  hardly  believe^  that,  if  Mr.  Cole  had,  by  any 
accident;    discovered    any    improper  conduct   of 
mine,  towards  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  or  any  one  else, 
tlie  way  which  I  should  have  taken  to  suppress  his 
information,  to  close  his  mouth,  would  have  been 
by  immediately  adopting  an  arrangement  in  my 
family,  with  regard  to  him,  which  was  either  pre- 
judicial or  disagreeable  to  him :  or  that  the  way  to 
remove  him  from  the  opportunity  and  the  tempta^ 
tion  of  betraying  my  secret,  whether  through  levity 
or  design,  in  the  quarter  where  it  would  be  most 
f^tal  to  me  that  it  should  be  known,  was  by  making 
an  arrangement  which,  while  all  his  resentment 
and  anger  were  fresh  and  warm  about  him,  would 
place  him  frequeAily,  nay,  almost  daily,  at  CarU 
ton   House;  ^wodld   place  him  precisely  at  that 
place,  from  whence,  unquestionably,  it  must  have 
been  my  interest  to  have  kept  him  as  far  removed 
as  possible. 


rhere/is  little  or  nothing  in  the  examinations  of 
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the  e>thor  witnesses  whtcli  is  meterial  for  me  'te^t^h^: 
senre  upon,  as  £u^  as  respects  this  pant  of  the  cmk^ 
It  appears  from  them  indeed,  what  i  have  Had  no 
difBcolty  in  admitting,   and  have  obserred  upoxii 
befoTQ^  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  mns  frequently  at 
Montague  Hous&--*that  they  have  icnowsa  hiao  ta 
be  alone  with  me  in  the  moirning,  but  tiiat  tfac^ 
never  knew  him  alone  witb  me  in  mi  etaeistng,  w 
staying  later  than  my  conTpaoy  or  the-  lades — £>r 
\tpbat  Mr.  Stikemau'  says,  wkh  iespcet  ta  ins!  heiog 
atone  with  me  in  an  evening,  can  tmhp  ttfiaor,  and: 
is  only*  reeoncileable  with  all  the  rest  of  the*  evit« 
dence  on  this  part  of  the  ease,  by  its  being  under** 
stood  to  meaa  alone>  in  respect  of  ether  conQpanvi. 
but  not  atone,  in  the  absence  of  my  ILaidies,     The 
deposition   indeed    of    my  servant,    S;    Boi>erts^. 
is  thiis  far  material  aposi  that  point,  that  iteKi^its. 
Mr.  Cole,  not  less  thant  three  years,  agoy  eadss*^ 
vouring  to  collect  evidence  npon  these  poiotsito  osyf 
prejadlce.— For  Your  Majesty  will  fiod  that,  he 
9eys,  '*  I  recollect  Mr.  Cole*  oooe  asking  me^  I 
**  think  three  years  ago>  whether  liieirc  were  awy 
^  favourites  io  the  fiimilj.     I  remember  sayings 
^  that  Captairi  Manby  and  Sir  Sidney  Smkb^  were 
^  frequently    at    Blackheathv   and    dined    there 
^  oftener  than  other   persons."      He  then  prrd^ 
^  ceeds-^^^  I  sever  knew  Sir  Sidney  Smkh  stay 
^^  later  'than,  the  LacBes ;  I  cannot  e»aetly  say  ait 
'^  what  time  bewent,,  but  1  never  remember  bib 
"  staying  alone  with  the  Princess." 
As  to  what  is  cootaijied  in  the  written  dediaira- 

^    *  See  Appendix  (A)  No.  8. 
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Ikfsk  ^  Mts  mod  llfig.  iampert)  tbe.  old  senraott 
of  Sir  Joha  and  Lady  Douglas  (as  from  some  dr^ 
4£aniisrtaTideB  or  other  respecting,  I  conceive^  either 
th(^  credit  or  tbdr  supposed  impoitanoe)  the 
-CotnitiisfiionQrs  iiave  not  tboagbt  proper  to  exa*- 
itiTM  them  vipon  their  oaths^*  I  do  not  imagine 
Yocrr  Majesty  woald  expect  that  I  should  take  :any 
Mtiee  4f  them*     And  as  to  <\vbal:  is  deposed  by  my 

iiady  Douglas,  if  ymir  Majesty  trill  observe  the 
cgn»s  and  horrid  kideGeooies  \rith  whicih  she  ushers 
in,  imd  istvtes  my  confessions  tx>  her,  of  my  asserted 
-^imiosd  intercourse  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  Your 
iMi^ty,  I.  am  confideat,  will  not  be  surprised  that 
i  (dt>  itot  descend  to  any  particular  observatiofis  ^on 
her  deposition. — One,  and  one  only  observation  wijl 
*1  ^mah^  which,  however,  could  not  ha?e  escaped 
Y^m  Maj^ty,  if  I  had  omitted  iu— That  Yoiar 
iMfijesty  win  have  an  exeelhsjit  portraittire  of  the 
trae^ttiale  delicacy  and  purity  of  my  liftdy  Dou- 
vglas's^mmd,  asxl  diaracter,  when  you  will  obserte 
that  she  seems  whdly  insensible  that  what  a  sink  of 
infamy    she  degrades   herself   by    her.  tesdmony 
against  me.    It  is  aot  only  thatit  appears,  from  her 
xstatemant,  that  she  was  ^contented  to>live,  in  laau- 
iiarUy  and  aipparent  &iendsUp  with  aois,  after  the 
iTOiifesebn  which  Iimade  of mef  Adultery  (for  by  tbe 
indtxlgenoe  ^  and  lilsierality,  as  it  is.  called,  of  modern 
maancHTs,  the  company  6f  ^adulteresses  has  ceased 
to  reflect  that  discredit  iupon  the  characters  of  otioier 

• 

*  For  thcAsame  resioQ  they  sre  uot  printed  in  Appendix  (B).  ] 
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women  who  admit  of  their  societv.  which  the  best 
interests  of  female  virtue  may,  perhaps,  require.) 
But  she  was  contented  to  live  in  familiarity  with  a 
woman,  who,  if  lady  Douglas's  evidence  of  naeJs, 
true,  was  a  most  low,  vulgar,  and  profiigate  dis- 
grace to  her  sex.  Th^  grossness  of  whose  ictea$ 
and  conversation,  would  add  infamy  to  the  lowe^, 
most  vulgar,  and  most  infamous  prostitute.  It  is  not, 
however,  upon*  this  circumstance,  that  I  rest  as- 
sured no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  Lady  Douglas  8 
testimony;  but  after  what  is  proved,  with  regai'd 
to  her  evidence  respecting  my  pregnancy  and  deli- 
very in  1 802,  I  am  certain  that  any  observations 
upon  her  testimony,  or  her  veracity,  must  be  flung 
away. 

Your  Majesty  has  therefore  now  before  you  the 
state  of  the  charge  against  me,  as  far  as  it  respects 
Sir  Sidney  Smith.  And  this  is,  as  I  understand 
-the  Report,  one  of  the  charges  whichy  with  its  un^ 
fwvourable  interpretations^  musi^  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners,  be  credited  till  decidedly,  con- 
tradicted. 

As  to  the  facts  of  frequent  visiting,  on  terms  of 
great  intimacy,  as  I  have  said  l^efore,  thiey  cannot 
be  contradicted  at  all.  .  How  inferences  and.  un- 
favourable interpretations  are  ,to  be  decidedly  con- 
tradicted, I  wish  the  Commissioners  had  been:  so 
good  as  to  explain.  I  know  of  no  possible  way 
but  by  the  declarations  of  myself  and  Sir  Sidney 
Smith.  Yet  we  being  the  supposed  guilty  parties, 
our  denial,  probably,  will  be  thought  of  no  great 
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Weight.     As  to  my  own,  however,  I  tender  it  to 
your  ^fajesty,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  and  if 
I  knew  what  fact  it  wa^  that  I  ought  to  contradict, 
to  clear  my  innocence,  I  would  precisely  address 
myself  to  that  fact,  as  I  am  confident,  my  con^ 
science  would  enable  me  to  do,  to  any,  from  which 
a  criminal  or  an  unbecoming  inference  could  be 
Hiirawn.     I  am  surCy  however,  your  Majesty  will 
feel  for  the  humiliated  and  degraded  situation,  to 
whkh  this  Report  has  reduced  your  DaughterMn- 
law,  the  Princess  of  Wales ;  when  you  see  heir 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  either  risking  the  dan- 
ger,   that  the  most    unfavourable,  interpretations 
ihould  be  credited  ;  or  else  of  statkig,  as.  I  am  now 
degraded  to  the  necessity  of  stating,  that  not  only 
ho  adulterous  or  criminal,  but  no  .indecent  or  ini- 
proper'  intercourse  whatever,  ever   subsisted  be- 
tween Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  myself,  or  any  tiling 
which  I  should  have  objected  that  all  the  world 
should  have  seen*     I  say  degraded  to  the  necessity 
of  stating  it ;  for  your  Majesty  must  feel  i(iat  a 
wdman^s  character  is  degraded  \^hen  it  is  put  upon 
her  lb  make  ^ucb  statement,  at  \be  peril  of  the 
contrary  beitig  credited,  unless  she  decidedly  con- 
tracHcts  it.     Si)r  Sidney  Smith's  ab^nce  from  the 
country  prevents  niy  calling  upon  him  to  attest 
the  same  truth.     But  I  trust  «\ben  your  Maijesty 
sh^U  fidd^  as  you  will  6nd,  that  my  declaratbn  lo 
tl  similar  effect,  with  tteptct  to  the  other  gentle- 
jaaeh  t«f6rred  to  in  this  ll^ort,  is  confirmed,  fa^ 
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their  denial,  tliat  your  Majesty  will  think  that  ki 
a  case,  where  nothing  but  my  own  word  can  be 
adduced,  my  own  word  alone  may  be  opposed  to 
whatever  little  remains  of  credit  or  weight  may, 
after  all  the  above  observations,  be  supposed  yet  to 
belong  to  Mr.  Cole,  to  his  inferences,  his  insinua- 
tions, or  his  facts.  No|  indeed  that  I  have  yet  fin- 
ished my  observations  on  Mr.  Cole's  credit;  but  I 
must  reserve  the  remainder,  till  I  consider  his  evi- 
dence  with  respect  to  Mr.  Lawrence ;  and  till  I 
have  occasion  to  comment  upon  the  testimony  of 
Fanny  Lloyd,  Then,  indeed,  I  shall  be  under  the 
necessity  of  exhibiting  to  your  Majesty  these  wit- 
iiesses>  Fanny  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Cole,  (both  of  whom 
are  represented  as  so  unbiassed,  and  so  credible,) 
in  ilaf,  decisive,  and  irreconcileable  contradiction  to 
each  other. 

The  next  person,  with  whom  mj  improper  in- 
timacy is  insinuated,  is  Mr.  Lawrence  the  painter. 

The  principal  witness  on  this  charge  is  also  Mr. 
Cole.  Mr.  R.  Bidgood  says  nothing  about  him. 
Fanny  Lloyd  says  nothing  about  him;  and  all  that 
-Mrs.  Lisle  says  is  perfectly  true,  and  I  am  neither 
able,  nor  feel  interested,  to  contradict  it.  "  That 
she  remembers  my  sitting  to  Mr.  Lawrence  for 
my  picture  at  filackheath;  and  in  London;  th^t 
she  has  left  me  at  his  house  in  town  wi|h  bim,  but 
.)&he  thinks  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  vtfas  writh  us ;  and  that 
she  thinks  I  sat  alone  with  him:  at  Blackheath/'  fiut 
Mil.  Cole  speaks  of  Mr..  Lawrence  in  a  manner  that 
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calls  for  particular  observation.  He  sajrs*  "  Mr.  • 
Lawrence  the  painter  used  to  go  to  Montague 
House  about  the  latter  end  of  1801,  when  he  was 
painting  the  Princess,  and  be  has  slept  in  the  house 
two  or  three  nights  together.  I  have  often  seen 
him  alone  with  the  Princess  at  11  or  1 8  o'clock  at 
night.  He  has  been  there  as  late  as  one  and  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  One  night  I  saw  him 
with  the  Princess  in  the  Blue  Roomy  after  the 
ladies  had  retired.  Some  time  aftemjards,  when 
I  supposed  he  liad  gone  to  his  room^  I  went  to  see 
thQt  all  was  safe^  and  I  found  the  Blue  Room 
door  locked^  and  heard  a  whispering  in  it ;  and  I 
went  away.'*  Here,  again,  your  Majesty  ob- 
serves, that  Mr.  Cole  deals  his  deadliest  blows, 
against  my  character  by  insinuation.  And  here, 
again,  his  insinuation  is  left  unsifted  and  unex- 
plained. I  here  understand  him  to  insinuate  that, 
though  he  supposed  Mr.  Lawrence  to  have  gone  to 
his  room,  he  was  still  where  hie  had  said  he  last  left 
bim ;  and  that  the  locked  door  prevented  him  from 
seeing  me  and  Mr.  Lawrence  alone  together, 
whose  whispering,  however,  he,  notwithstanding 
overheard. 

Before,  Sire,  I  come  to  my  own  explanation  of  the 
fiBu:tof  Mr*  Lawrence's  sleeping  at  Montague  Plouse, 
I  must  again  refer  to  Mr.  Cole's  original  declara- 
tions. I  must  again  examine  Mr.  Cole,  against 
Mr.  Cole;  which  I  cannot  help  lamentnig  it  does 
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not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  others  to  have  donfe  ; 
as  I  am  persuaded  if  it  bad,  bis  prevaricatbns,  and 
his  falsehood,  could  never  have  escaped  tbeuu  They 
would  then  have  been  able  to  have  traced,  as  yom* 
Majesty  will  now  do,  through  my  observations, 
by  what  degrees  he  hardened  himself  up  to  the  in- 
famy (fbr  I  can  use  no  other  expression)  of  stating 
this  fact,  by  which  he  means  to  insinuate  that  he 
heard  me  and  Mr.  Lavtrence,  locked  up  in  this 
Blue  Room,  whispering  together,  and  alone.  I  am 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  drag  your  Majesty  through 
so  long  a  detail ;  but  I  am  confident  your  Majesty's 
goodness,  and  love  of  justi'ce,  will  excuse  it,  as  it  is 
essential  to  the  vindication  of  my  character,  as  well 
as  to  the  illustration  of  Mr.  Colo's, 

Mr*  Cole's  examinaticn,  as  contained  in  his  first 
written  declaration  of  the  11  th  of  January,  has  ner 
tbing  of  this.  I  mean  not  to  say  that  it  has  nothing 
concerning  Mr.  Lawrence,  for  it  ha^  much,  u  hich  iai 
calculated  jLo  occasion  unfavourable  interpretations, 
and  given  with  a  view  to  that  object.  But  (hi^t 
circumstance,  as  I  submit  to  your  Majesty,  incre4^ 
the  weight  of  my  observation.  Had  there  be^o 
nothing  in  his  first  declaration  about  Mr.  L^wrenc^ 
at  all,  it  might  have  been  imagiqec|  that  perhaps 
Mr.  Lawrence  escaped  his  recoUectior^  ^U^getber; 
or  that  his  declaration  had  been  sole)y  directed  tp 
other  persons ;  but  as  it  does  contain  obsiDrva^tipny 
respecting  Mn  Lawretice,  bijtt  ^qthing  of  a  loc)^ 
door,  or  the  whimpering  within  it; — how  he  happened 
^at  that  time  not  |o  rf^coUect^  or  |f  he  recojiected, 
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not  to  ai^ntioQ  so  very  striking  and  remarkable  a 
cif  cuMistapce^  is  not,  I  should  imagine,  very  satis- 
factorily to  be  explained.     His  statement  in  tbat* 
first  decIaratiQD  stands  thus,  ''  la  1801,  Lawrence 
*^  the  pointer  was  at  Montague  House,  for  four 
"  or  five  d?y$  %t  ^  time,  paintiqg  the  Priqcess's^ 
^^  picture.     That  he  was  frequently  alone  late  in 
^'  the  night  with  the  Princess,  and  much  suspicion) 
'^  was  enterti^ined  of  hitp«"    Mr.  Colo's  acxtf  ^. 
claration,  ti^t  l^ast  tl^e  neij^i  w  hich  appears  aipoiig  \\\^ 
irritten  declarations,  was  taken  on  tlje  14th  of  Jfin* 
uary;  it  does  not  mention  Mr.  Lawrence*^  o^me, 
but  i(  ^9ui  this  passage.     ''  When  Mr.  Cole  fQup4 
tbe  drawing'- roptn,  which  led  to  the  stairq^e  to^be 
princess's  apartments,  locked  (which  yQi\i  Af fije^ty 
}^npws  is  tb^  sapoe  which  ^h^  witnesses  ^all  the 
Blue  Roopo,)  }ie  does  not  know  whetlier  apy  persoq 
was  with  h^r ;  bi|(  i^  appefired  odd  (o  bioPi  ^^  k^ 
h^A  forined  some  suspicions."    The  stril^ing  ^n4 
important  observation  on  this  p^ts^age  is,  tlu^t  whw 
lie  first  tal)($  of  tlie  door  of  \h^  dn^wiogrroooi  ^fing 
locked,  SiO.  fa^?  from  bis,  ^lentipniiig  any  thing  of 
%phisptrwg  being  overhea}%  b^  expressly  says,  tbat 
he  did  JiK^t  kpoM^  Ihat  any  body  was  with  m?;.    Tbf 
pasA^^  i$  likewise  deservii^g  yo«r  Majesty's  opp^i 
fieriw^  c^lV'deratioq  q«  a|iQtb?r  gpoond.     For  U  is 
x>p.e  of  tjiose  ^bicb  ijhe^'s  tb^at  Mr*  Cole,  tlH)ugh  ^ 

hsff^  ftwr  sj^pyaf ate  d«Aaratioj«  qjiade  by  bii^a  has 
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been  transmitted  to  your  Majesty ;  for  it  evidently 
refers  to  something,  which  he  had  said  before,  of  hav- 
ing found  the  drawing-room  door  locked,  and  no 
tmce  of  such  a  statement  is  discoverable  in  the 
previous  axamination  of  Mr.  Cole,  as  I  have  re- 
ceived it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  obedience  to 
your  Majesty's  commands,  I  have  at  length  been 
iijmished  w  itb  the  whole.     I  don't  know,  indeed, 
that  it  should  be  matter  of  complaint  from  me,  that 
your  Majesty  has  not  becsn  furnished  with  all  the 
statements  of  Mr.  Cole,  because  from  the  sample  I 
see  of  them,  I  cannot  suppose  that  any  of  them 
could  have  furnished  any  thing  favourable  to  me, 
except  indeed  that  they  might  have  furnished  me 
with  fresh  means  of  contradicting  him  by  himself* 
But  your  Majesty  will  see  that  there  have  been 
other  statements  not  communicated ;  a  circumstance 
of  which  both  your  Majesty  and  I  have  reason  to 
complain.     But  it  may  be  out  of  its  place  further 
to  notice  that  fact  at  present. 

To  return  therefore  to  Mr.  Cole ; — in  bis  third* 
declaration,  dated  the  30th  of  January,  there  is  not 
a  word  about  Mr.  Lawrence.  In  his  fourth  and 
last,t  which  is  dated  on  the  23rd  of  February,  he 
says,  ''  the  person  who  was  alone  with  the  lady  at 
"  late  hours  of  the  night  (twelve  and  one  o'clock,) 
^'  and  whom  he  left  sitting  up  after  he  went  to  bed; 
"was  Mr.  Lawrence,  which  happened  twodiflfe- 
"  rent  nights.*'    Here  is  likewise  another  trate  of 
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tt  former  statement  which  is  not  given  ;  for.no  such 
j)erson  is  mentionod  before  in  any  that  I  have  been 
furnished  with. 

Your  Majesty  then  here  observes  that,  after  hav- 
ing given  evidence  in  two  of  his  declarations,  res- 
pecting Mr.  Lawrence  by  name,  in  which  he.  men- 
tions nothing  of  locked  doors, — and  after  having,  in 
another  declaration,  given  an  account  of  a  locked 
door,  but  expressly  stated  that  he  knew  not  whether 
any  one  was  with  me  within  it,  and  said  nothing 
about  whispering  being  overheard,  but,  impliedly, 
at  lesist,  negatived  it; — in  the  deposition  before  the 
Commissioners,  he  puts  all  these  things  together, 
and  has  the  hardihood  to  add  to  them  that  remark- 
able  circumstance,  which  could  not  have  escaped  his 
recollection,  at  the  first,  if  it  had  been  true,  "of  his 
"  having,  on  the  same  night  in  which  he  found  me 
'^  and  Mr.  Lawrence  alone,  after  the  ladies  were 
"  gone  to  bed,  come  again  to  the  room  when  he 
"  thought  Mr.  Lawrence  must  have  been .  retired, 
and  found  the  door  locked  and  beard  the  whisper- 
ing ;"  and  then  again  he  gives  another  instance 
of  his  honesty,  and  upon  the  same  principle  on  w^ich 
be  took  no  notice  of  the  man  in  the  great  coat,  be 
finds  the  door  locked,  hears  the  whispering,  and 
then  he  silently  and  contentedly  retires.* 

And  this  witness,  who  thus  not  only  varies  in  his 
testimony,  but  contradicts  bimfself  in  such  impor- 
tant particulars,  is  one  of  those  who  cannot  be  sus- 
pected ,of  unfavourable  bias,  and  whose .  veracity  is 
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not  to  b^  questioned,  and  ^hose  evidtnc*  hiust  bt 
tredited  till  decidedly  contradicted. 

These  observations  might  probably  be  deemed 
StrfBcieht  upon  Mr.  C6\e*8  deposition,  as  far  as  it 
tespect^  Mr.  Lawrence ;  but  I  cannot  be  satisfied 
without  explaining  to  y6iit  Majesty,  all  the  truth, 
and  the  particulars  respecting  Mr.  Lawrence^  which 
I  recollect. 

What  I  i-ecollect  then  is  as  follows.     Hi  began  h 
large  picture  of  me,  and  of  my  daughter,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1800,  or  the  beginning  of 
ISOl.     Mii^s  Garth  and  Miss  Hayman  were  in  the 
house  with  me  at  the  time.     The  picture  was  paint- 
ed at  Montague  House.     Mr.  Lawrence  mentioned 
'  to-  Miss  Hayman  his  wish  to  be  permitted  to  r^ 
main  some  few  nights  in  the  house,  that  by  rising 
fearly  he  might  begin  painting  oti  the  picture,  be- 
fore Princess  Charlotte  (whose  residence  being  at 
that  time  at  Shooter's  Hill  was  enabled  to  come 
early,)  dr  myself,  came  to  sit.     It  was  a  simitar  re- 
l}uest  to  that  which  had  been  made  by  Si^  Williani 
Beechy,  when  he  painted  my  picture.     And  I  was 
«ensibte  of  no  impropriety  when  I  graht^d  the  re^ 
qtiest  to  fehhcfr  bf  them.     Mr.  Lavirence  occupi^ 
the  satne  room  which  had  b^n  occupied  by  Sit 
William  Beechy ;— it  was  at  the  other  end  of  th* 
hdii^fe  from  my  apartment. 

At  that  time  Mr.  LatiTcnce  did  nbt  dine  ^Wk 
me ;  bis  dinner  irai  servtjd  iahii  bwti  f ooiii.-^Aftel' , 
diikKer  he  dime  dowh  to  the  rdom  'I'i'faefe  I  afrMf  iSift 
Ladies  generally  sat    in    an  evening — ^sonoetimes 
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lliere  was  musics  in  which  he  joined,  and  some- 
times he  read  poetry.  Parts  of  Shakespeare  s  plays 
I  particularly  remember,  from  his  reading  them 
very  well;  and  sometimes  he  played  chess  with  me* 
It  frequently  nr^ay  have  happened  that  it  was  one  or 
tw^o  o'cloct^before  I  dismissed  Mr.  Lawrence  and 
my  Ladies.     They,  together  with  Mr.  Lawrence, 
went  out  of  the  same  door,  up  the^ame  stair-case, 
and  at  the  same  time.  According  to^ny  own  recol- 
lection I  should  have  said,   that,  in  ho  one  ia- 
stance,  they  had  left  Mr.  Lawrence  behind  them, 
alone  with  me. — But  I  suppose  it  did  happen  once , 
for  a  short  time,  since  Mr.  Lawrence  so  recollects 
it,  as  your  Majesty  will  perceive  from  his  deposi* 
tion,  which  I  annex.  He  staid  in  my  house  two  or 
three  nights  together ;  but  how  many  nights  in  the 
whole,  I  do  not  recollect.     The  picture  left  my 
house  by  April,   1S01,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  never 
slept  in  my  bouse  afterwards.     That  picture  now 
belongs  to  Lady  Townshend.   He  has  since  com-- 
pleted  another  picture  of  me  ;  and,  about  a  year 
and  a  half  ago,  he  began  another,  which  remaim 
at  present  unfinished.  I   believe   it  is   near  a 
twelvemonth  since  I  last  sat  to  him. 

Mr.  Liwrence  lives  upon  a  footing  of  the  great' 
est  intimacy  with  the  neighbouring  families  of  Mr- 
Lock  and  Mr.  Angerstein  ;  and  I  have  asked  faiia 
sometimes  to  dine  wnth  me  to  meet  them.  Wbib 
I  was  sitting  to  him,  at  my  own  house,  I  have  no 
doubt  I  must  have  often  sat  to  him  alone ;  ,a8  tbt 
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necessity  for  the  precaution  of  having  an  atten- 
dant, as  a  witness  to  protect  my  honour  from  sus- 
picion certainly  never  occurred  to  me.  And  upon 
ihe  same  principle,  I  do  not  doubt  that  I  may 
have  sometimes  continued  in  conversation  with 
him  after  he  had  finished  painting.  But  when 
sitting  in  his  own  house,  I  have  always  been  at- 
tended with  one  of  ray  Ladies. — And  indeed  no- 
thing in  the  examinations  state  the  contrary.  One 
part  of  Mrs.  Lisle's  examination  seems  as  if  she 
h^d  had  a  question  put  to  her,  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  I  had  been  left  alone  with  Mr.  Law- 
rence at  his  own  house ;  to  which  she  answers, 
that  she  indeed  had  left  ms  there,  but  that  she 
think$  she  left  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  with  me. 

Ifaninference  of  an  unfavourable  nature  conld 
have  been  drawn  from  my  having  been  left  there 
alone  ; — waa  it.  Sire,  taking  all  that  care  which 
might  be  wished,  to  guard  against  such  an  infer^ 
encei,  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  when  they 
ooiitted  to  send  for  Mrs.  Eitagerald  to  ascertain 
what  Mrs^  Lisle  may  have  left.in  doubt.  TheCom- 
qaissioueri^,  I  give?  thfgm  the  fullest  credit,  were  sa- 
tisfied, that  Mrs.  Lisle  thought  cprrectly  upon  this 
fact,  and  that  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  if  she  had  been 
sent  for  again,  would  so  have  proved  it,  and  there- 
fore that  it  would  have  been  troubling  her  to  na 
purpose.  But  this  it  is,  of  which  I  conceive  myself 
to  have  most  r(?ason  to  con^plain  ; — that  the  exa- 
mination in  several  instances,  have  not  beea  fol- 
lowed upso  as  to  remove  unfa^vourable  impressions.. 
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I  cannot  bat  feel  satisfied  that  the  Commission- 
ers would  have  been  glad  to  have  been  warranteil 
in  negativing  all  criminality,  and  all  suspicion  on 
this  part  of  the  charge,  as  completely,   and  ho- 
f^ourably  as  they    have  done   on  the   principal 
.  charges  of  pregnancy  and  delivery.    They  traced 
that  part  of  the  charge  with  ability,  sagacity,  dili- 
gence, and  perseverance;  and  the  result  was  com- 
plete satisfaction  of  niy  innocence  ;  complete  de- 
tection of  the  falsehood  of  my  accusers.    Encou- 
faged  by  their  success  in  that  part  of  their  Inquiry, 
t  lament  (hat  they  did  hot,  (as  they  thought  pro- 
pet  to  enter  into  the  other  part  of  it  at  all,)  with 
similar  industry  pursue  it.  If  they  had,  I  am  con- 
fident they  would  have  pursued  it  with  the  same 
^iiccess  ;  but  though  they  had  convicted  Sir  John 
itnd  Lady  Douglas  of  falsehood,  they  seem  to  Have 
thought  it  impossible  to  suspect  of  the  same  false- 
hood, any  other  of  the  witnesses,  though  produ'ced 
ty  SirJohn  and  Lady  Douglas.  The  most  obvious 
ineans,  therefore,  of  trying  their  credit,  by  com- 
paring thfeir  evidence  with  what  they  had  said  be  • 
fore,  s'cienis  to  me  to  have  been  omitted.     Many 
facts  are  left  upon  surmise  only  and  insinuation; 
obvious  means  of  getting  further  information  on 
doubtful  and  suspicious  circumstances  are  not  re- 
sorted to ;   dnd,  as  i^  the  important  riialter  of  the 
Inquiry  (on  "Which  a  satisfactory  conclusion  had 
been  formed)  was  all  ^at  required  any  very  atten- 
tive ot  accuYiit^  consideration ;  the  remainder  of 
it  ^as  porsued  in  a  manner  which,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  pressure  of 
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fvhat  may  liave  \>een  deemed  more  important  du^ 
ties — and  of  this  I  should  have  made  but  little 
complaint,  if  this  Inquiry,  where  it  is  imperfect, 
had  not  been  followed  by  a  Report,  which  the 
most  accurate  only  could  have  justified,  and 
which  such  an  accurate  Inquiry,  I  am  confident, 
never  could  have  produced. 

If  any  credit  was  given  to  Mr.  Cole's  story  of 
the  locked  door,  and  the  whispering;  and  to  Mr. 
Lawrence  having  been  left  with  m^  so  frequently 
of  a  night  when  my  ladies  had  left  us,  why  were 
not  all  my  ladies  examined  ?  why  were  not  all  my 
servants  examined  as  to  their  knowledge  of  that 
fact  ?  And  if  they  had  been  so  examined,  and  had 
contradicted  the  fact  so  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Cole,  a$ 
they  must  have  done,  had  they  been  examined  to 
it ;  that  alone  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
removed  his  name  from  the  list  of  unsuspected  and 
^inquestionable  witnesses,  and  relieved  me  from 
much  of  the  suspicion  which  his  evidence,  till  it 
was  examined,  was  calculated  to  have  raised  in 
your  Majesty's  mind. — And  to  close  this  state- 
pent,  and  these  observations  and  in  addition  to 
them, — I  most  solemnly  assert  to  your  Majesty, 
that  Mr.  Lawrence,  neither  at  his  own  house,  nor 
at  mine,  nor  any  where  else,  ever  w^as  for  one  mo- 
ment, by  night  or  by  day,  in  the  same  room  with 
me  when  the  door  of  it  was  locked  i  that  he  never 
was  iu  my  company  of  an  evening  alone,  except 
the  momentary  conversation  which  Mr.  Lawreace 
apeaks  to,  may  be  thought  an  exception;  and  that 
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nothing  ever  passed  between  him  and  me  which 
all  the  world  might  not  have  witnessed.  And, 
Sire,  I  have  subjoined  a  deposition  to  the  same 
effect  from  Mr.  Lawrence. 

To  satisfy  myself,  therefore,  and  your  Majesty, 
I  have  shewn,  I  trust,  by  unanswerable  observa- 
tions and  argumentSi'  that  there  is  no  colour  for 
crediting  Mr.  Cole,  or,  consequently,  any  p^rt  of 
this  chargp,which  rests  solely  on  his  evidence.  But 
to  satisfy  the  requisition  of  the  Commissioners,  I 
have  brought  my  pride  to  submit,  (though  not 
without  great  pain,  I  can  j^ssure  your  Majesty)  to 
add  the  only  contradictions  which  I  conceive  can 
be  given,  those  of  Mr.  Lawrence  and  myself. 

The  next  person  with  whom  these  examinations 
charge  my  improper  familiarity,  and  with  regard 
to  which  the  Report  represents  the  evidence  as  par- 
ticularly strong,  is  Captain  Manby.  With  respect 
to  hinj,  Mr.  Cole's  examination  is  silent — But  the 
evidence,  on  which  th^  Commissioners  rely  on  this 
part  of  the  case,  is  Mr.  Bidgood's,   Miss  Fanny 
Lloyd's,  and  Mrs.  Lisle's.— It  respects  my  conduct 
at  three  different  places ;  at  Montague  House, 
Southend,  and  at  Ramsgate.    I  shall  preserve  the 
facts  and  my  observations  more  distinct,  if  I  con- 
sider the  evidence,  as  applicable  to  these  three 
places,  separately,  and  in  its  order;  and  I  prefer 
this  mode  of  treating  it,  as  it  will  enable  me  to 
consider  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Lisle  in  the  first 
place,  and  consequently  put  it  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  harsher  observations,  which  I  may  be  under 
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tbt  ttece^sify  6f  making,  upon  the  testimony  of  the 
other  two.  Fur  though  Mrs,  Lisle,  indeed,  speaks 
to  haying  seen  Captain  Manby  at  East  Cliff,  in 
Aug.  1803,  to  the  best  of  her  remembrance  it  was 
only  onbe  ;  she  speaks  to  his  meeting  her  at  Deal, 
fn  the  same  season ;  that  he  landed  there  with 
dome  boys  whom  I  took  on  charity,  and  who  ivere 
under  his  carei  yet  she  speaks  of  nothing  there 
that  can  require  a  single  observation  frcmr  toe.^-^ 
♦The  materiail  parts  of  her  evidence  respect  Kfei^ 
Seeing  hith  at  Blackheath,  th^  Christmas  before^ 
sbe  had  seen  him  at  £ast  Cliff.  She  says,  it  wa^ 
the  Christmas  after  Mr.  Austin  s  child  cairns,  con- 
sequently the  Christmas  1802-3.— He  used  fd 
come  to  dine  there,  she  says,  he  )Btl  ways  went  aWay 
in  her  presence,  and  she  had  no  reason  to  think  h6 
staid  after  the  Ladies  retired.  He  lodged  on  th6 
Heath  at  that  time;  his  ship  was  fitting  up  at 
Deptford ;  he  came  to  dinner  three  or  fouf  times  a 
week,  or  more. — She  supposes  he  might  be  alone 
ivith  the  Pri-ncess,  but  that  she  wa^  in  the  habit  of 
seeing  GeMlemen  and  Tradesmen  without  her  be- 
ing present.  She  (Mrs'.  Lislfe)  has  seen  hini  at 
luncli€<>n  and  dinner  both. —l^he  boys  (two  boys) 
came  with  him  two  or  tht*ee  times,  but  not  16  din- 
ner. Captain  Manby  alwayls  sat  next  the  Princess 
at  dinner.-^The  constant  company  were  Mts,  and 
Miss  Fitzgerald,  aod  herself— ail  i*etifed  with  the 
Prifitiess)  and  sat  in  the  samie  rooni.     Captaid 
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Manby  generally  retired  about  eleven ;  and  sat 
with  us  all  till  then.     Captain  Manby  and  the 
Princess  osed^when  we  were  together,  to  bespeak* 
ing  together  separately,  conversing  separately,  but 
DOt  ia  a  roouj  alone.  He  was  a  person  with  u'houi 
4be  Princess  appeared  to  have  greater  pleasure  in 
talking'than  with  her  Ladies.     Her  Royal  High- 
ness behaved  to  him  only  as  any  woman  xvould 
who  likes Jlirt  Ing.  She  (Mrs.  Lisle)  would  not  have 
ihifught  any  married  weman  would  have  behaved 
properly^  xvho  behaved  as  Ht^r  Royal  Highness  did 
to  Captain  Alanby.    She  carit  say  whether  the. 
Princess  was  attached  to  Captain  Manby ^  only, 
that  it,  was  a  flirting  conduct. — She  never  saw  any 
gallantries,  as  kissing  her  hand,  or  the  like." 

I  have  cautiously  stated  the  whole  of  Mrs.  Lisle's 
evidence  upon  this  part  of  the  case;  and  I  am  sure 
Your  lyj^ajesty  in  rea,ding  it,  will  not  fail  to  k^ep 
the  facts,  which  Mrs.  Lisle  spea;ks  to,  separate 
from  the  opinion,  or  judgment,  which  she  forms 
upon  them. — I  mean  not  to  speak  disrespectfully, 
or  slightingly  of  Mrs.  Lisle's  opinion  ,  orexpress 
myself  as  in  anydegree  indifferent  to  it*.  But  what* 
ever  ibere  was  which  she  observed  in  my  conduct, 
that  did   not  become  a  married    woman,   that 
"  was  ONLY  like  a  woman  who  liked  flirting,"  and 
f*  ONLY  a  flirting  conduct.'' — I  am  convinced  your 
Majesty  must  be  satisfied  that  it  must  have  been 
far  distant  from  affbrding  any  evidence  of  crime, 
of  vice;  or  of  indecency,  as  it  passed  openly  iii  the 


^  I 


11« 


toftipany  of  my  Ladies,  of  whom  Mrs.  Lisle  her* 
self  was  one. 

The  facts  she  states,  are,  that  Captain.  Manby 
came  very  frequently  to  my  house  ;  that  he  dined 
there  three  or  four  times  a  week  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1802;  that  he  sat  next  to  me  at  din- 
ner; and  that  my  conversation  after  dinner,  in  the 
evening,  used  to  be  with  Captain  Manby,  separate 
from  my  Ladies. — These  are  the  facts  :•  and  is  it. 
upon  them  that  my  character,  I  will  not  say,  is 
to  be  taken  away,  but  is  to  be  affected  ? 

Captain  Manby  had,  in  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year,  been  introduced  to  me  by  Lady  Townshend, 
when  I  was  upon  a  visit  to  her  at  Raiuham.  I 
think  he  came  there  only  the  day  before  I  left  it. 
He  was  a  naval  officer,  as  I  understood,  and  as  I 
still  believe,  of  great  merit.  What  little  expence, 
in  the  way  of  charity,  I  am  able  to  afford,  I  am 
best  pleased  to  dedicate  to  the  education  of  the 
children  of  poor,  but  honest  persons ;  and  I  most 
generally  bring  them  up  to  the  service  of  the  Na- 
vy. I  had  at  that  time  two  boys  at  school,  whom 
I  ttiought  of  an  age  fit  to  be  put  to  sea.  I  desired 
Lady  Townshend  to  prevail  upon  Captain  Manby 
to  take  them.  He  consented  to  it,  and  of  course 
I  was  obliged  to  him. 

About  this  time,  or  shortly  afterwards,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Africaine,  a  ship  which  was  fitting 
up  at  Deptfo'rd.  To  be  near  his  ship,  as  I  under- 
stood and  believe,  he  took  lodgings  at  Black  heath; 
and  as  to  the  mere  fact  of  his  being  so  freqi^ently 
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at  my  hous^, — bis  intimacy  and  friendf^bip  with 
Lord  and  Lady  Townsbend,  ubich  of  itself  was 
assurance  to  me  of  bis  respectabriity  and  character 
— my  pleasure  in  shcuing  my  respect  to  them,  by 
notice  and  attention  to  a  friend  of  theirs, — his  un- 
dertaking the  ce^re  of  my  charity  boys,-  and  his 
accidental  residence  at  Clackbeath,  will,  I  shoold. 
trust,  not  unreasonably  account  for  it.  I  liave  a 
similar  account  likewise  to  give  of  paying  for  the 
linen  furniture,  with  which  bis  cabin  was  furnished. 
M^ishing  to  make  him  souie  return  for  his  trouble 
with  the  boys,  I  desired  that  I  migiit  choose  the 
pattern  of  his  furniture.  I  not  only  chose  it,  but 
had  it  sent  to  him,  and  paid  the  bill ;  finding  how- 
ever, that  it  did  not  come  to  more  than  about 
twenty  pounds,  I  thought  it  a  shabby  present,  and 
therefore  added  some  trifling  present  of  plata  So 
I  have  frequently  done,  and  I  hope  without  offence 
may  be  permitted  to  do  again  to  any  Captain,  on 
.whom  I  impose  such  trouble.  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
has  now  ,t\vo  of  my  charity  boys  with  him  ;  and  I 
have  presented  him  with  a  silver  Epergnc.  I 
should  be  ashamed  to  notice  such  things,  btit 
^'Otir  Majesty  perceives,  that  they  are  made  the 
subject  of  Inquiry  from  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  and  Mr. 
Stikeman,  and  I  was  desirous  that  they  should  not 
appear  to  be  particular  in  the  case  of  Captain 
Manby. 

But  to  return    to    Mrs.    Lisle's    examination. 
Mrs.  Lisle  says,  that  Captain  Manby,   when  be 
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ditied  \vkh  me,  sat  next  to  me  at  dinaeF.  Be- 
fore any  inference  is  drawn  froim  that  UcX,  I  fkm 
9^0  ]foinr  Majesty  m\\  observe  tbai^  io  the  nes^t 
Hue  ol  Mt&.  Lble'^  eiiiaiiaauation,  she  ^ays  '^  tbat^he 
€QDs(«!it  coshpaiiy  Has  Mr s.  avitd  Mk^s  FkzgeraMr 
and  berseif,  Mts.  L\^*''  The  oaly  gentlein^  the 
bi^ypeUon  of  the  whole  party  w1k>  wa^  tipt  ^  ti^y 
^\m  laoDiiy^  wasi  Captain  Maaii^y ;  fiud  his  sittiiiig 
oext  to  it>)e,  under  s^ch  drcutostanGc^^  I  'frlK>u^  i^- 
prebiend  couid  not  pos^ihly  a^lTord  any  inffer^^e 'OC 
any  kvid^-  In  the  ei^^eiiing  h^  vkete  never  alone.  The 
fi^hple  oompapjy  sat  togeth^;  nay  civea  as  to  his  Up- 
ing  with  mc  alone  of  a  (naming,  Mrs*  LMI?  $eofi»0  to 
knoi^  nvMf^g  of  lihe  ibct»  tw^^t  f hiMi^  ac0DJe<:tiirefQ)iir)d-^ 
fd  Mpon  her  knowiledgeiDf  iny  kx)9^vn  usiijal  l^'hit,  wi^U 
te&pcoi  to  seeitig  gentl^noan  W'hotiiight  call  upoo  im, 
Ai'd  t^,  very  fouedatioa  pf  her  conjecture  dOKf^^i** 
itffaies  that  tkh  m'CAttslimc^  oat^  hfe  uo  ^videj^ic^;  of 
any  thing  particnlar  with  f egard  to  Ci^ptaia  Mfauhy. 
As  td  loy  eDnYersii)g  wkh  C^ptaia  Ma^b^y  sfipia^ 
raltei<y«  i  do  not  imdei  stat>d  Mrs.  Lisrk  «as  inean- 
ing  t0/speaic  to  the  st^tte  qf  tlia  iX)i|veri»Uloa  unin<- 
tepruptedly,  during  the  whole  of  any  of  the  several 
sfrening$  when  Captaki  Manby  wa^  wJth  me;  U 
I  did  ao  Undt^siainii  her,  I  ^liould  <}0rtainly  m^ 
^confidently  assert  tb^t  ahe  w^s  oot  of^y^ct. 
That  in  Uje  eoiirse  of  Hie  evenii3^,  as  the  ladies 
•were  working,  reading,  or  otherwise  amusing  {theiis* 

aelvev  ^^^ '^'^^'v^^^^^^i^^^  ^'^^^  ^buietiu^s  more  rand 
^auefiiines  less  ^neral;  dnd  that  they  sofuetiiBes 
took  more,  sometimes  l^bs  part  in  it; — that  fre* 
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qu€tHly  k  was  between  C^ptaia  MacU)y  and  toy* 
scif  tflone  ; — and  ibat,  m  hen  wc  were  all  togetberi 
we  two  inigbt  frequently  be  the  only  persona  no( 
otherwise  engaged,  and  therefore  be  justly  said 
to  be  speuiypg  together  separately.  Besides  Cap- 
tain  Manby  has  b^n  round  the  world  with  Cap^ 
tain  Vancovre.  I  have  looked  over  prints  in 
books  4>f  voyaiges  with  him  ;  be  has  explained  tliein 
to  me ;  the  ladies  may  or  may  not  have  been 
looking  ovjer  them  at  U)e  same  time ;  they  may 
have  b^n  engaged  with  their  own  amusements. 
Here,  again,  we  may  be  said  to  have  been  con« 
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versing  separately,  and  consequently  that  Mrs. 
Lisle,  in  (his  sense,  is  perfectly  justified  in  sayiqg 
4bat  **  I  used  to  converse  separately  with  Captain 
.Manby,"  I  have  not  the  leaat  difficulty  in  admit* 
ting.  Bnt  bsLve  I  not  £igain  reason  to  complain 
:that  this  expression  of  Mrs*  lisle's  was  not  more 
sifted,  but  left  in  a  manner  calculated  to  rajse  an 
impression  that  ;tbis  separate  conversation,  was 
studiously  sought  for,  was  constant,  uaiform,  aiul 
uninterrupited^  tljough  it  by  no  means  asserts  any 
such  thing?  But  whether  I  us^d  mtwaifs  so  to  con- 
verse yi'ithhim;  or  gen^viiUy^  or  only  jfomet^mesj 
or  for  what  pro]>ortion  of  the  evening  I  used  to 
be  so  engaged,  is  left  iinasked  and  unexplained* 
Have  I  not  likewise  just  reason  to, complain,  t^t 
though  Mrs.  Lb^le  states,  that  Mrs.  FiUcgerald  and 
,  Miss  Ettsgcrald  ^ere.  alw^s  of  the  party,  they 
me  not  both  examined  .to  thcise ,  circumstanqes  ? 
:But.  Miss  ftti^erdd  is  not  exiMaoinjed  at  allf  and 
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Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  though  examined,  and  cxamitied 
too  with  respect  to  Captain  Manby,  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  had  a  single  questipn  put  to  her  with 
respect  to  any  thing  which  passed  concerning  him  at 
Montague  House,  May  I  not  therefore  complain 
that  the  examination,  leaving  the  generality  of  Mrs. 
Lisle's  expression  unexplained  by  herself;  and  the 
scenes  to  which  it  relates  unexamined  into,  by  call- 
ing the  other  persons  who  were  present,  is  leaving 
it  precisely  in  that  state,  which  is  better  calculated 
to  raise  a  suspicion,  than  to  ascertain  the  truth  ? 

But  I  am  persuaded  that  the  unfavourable  im- 
pression which  is  most  likely  to  be  made  by  Mrs. 
Lisle's  examination,  is  not  by  her  evidence  to  the 
facts,  but  by  her  opinion  upon  them.  "  I  ap- 
peared,'' she  says,  *'  to  like  the  conversation  of 
Captain  Manby  better  than  that  of  my  ladies.  I 
behaved  to  him  only  as  a  woman  who  likes  flirting ; 
my  conduct  was  unbecoming  a  married  woman ; 
she  cannot  say  whether  I  was  attached  to  Cap- 
tain Manby  or  not ;  "  it  was  only  a  flirting  con- 
duct."— Now,  Sire,  I  must  here  again  most  se- 
riously complain  that  the  Commissioners  should 
have  called  for,  or  received,  and  much  more  re- 
ported, in  this  manner,'  the  opinion  and  Judgment 
of  Mrs.  Lisle  upon  my  conduct.  Your  Majesty's 
'  Warrant  purports  to  authorise  them  to  collect 
the  evidence,  and  not  the  opinion  of  others ;  iind 
to  report  it^  with  their  own  judgment  surely, 
and  not  Mrs.  Lisle's.  Mrs.  Lisle's  judgment  was 
formed  upon  those  facts  which  she  stated  to  tbir 
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Commissioners^  or  upon  other  facts.  If  upon  those 
she  stated,  ^the  Commissioners,  and  jour  Majesty, 
^re  as  well  able  to  form  the  judgment  upon  them 
^s  she  was.  If  upon  other  facts,  the  Commission- 
ers should  have  heard  what  those  other  facts  were, 
and  upon  them  have  formed  and  reported  their 
Judgment. 

I  am  aWare,  indeed,  that  if  I  were  to  argue  that 
the  facts  which  Mrs.  Lisle  states^  afford  the  ex-^ 
planation  of  what  she  means .  by  '^  only  flirting 
conduct,"  and  by  ^'  behaviour  unbecoming  a 
married  woman,"  namely,  "  that  it  consisted  in 
having  the  same  gentleman  to  dine  with  me  three 
.  or  four  times  a  week  ; — letting  him  sit  nest  me  at 
.  dinner,  when  there  were  ro  other  strangers  in  com- 
pany;— conversing  with  him  separately^  and  ap- 
<  pcaring  to  prefer  his  conversation  to  that  of  the 
ladies, — it  would  be  observed  probably,  that  this 
was  not  all ;  that  there  was  always  a  certain  indes- 
cribable something  in  manner;  which  gave  the 
character  to  conduct,  and  must  have  entered 
mainly  into  such  a  judgment  as  Mrs.  Lisle  has  here 
pronounced. 

To  a  certain  extent  I  should  be  obliged  to  agree 
to  this;  but  if  I  am  to  ^ave  any  prejudice  from 
this  observation;  if  it  is  t<>  give  a  weight  and 
authority  to  Mrs.  Lisle's  judgment,  let  me  have 
the  advantage  of  it  also.  If  it  justi6es  the  conclu- 
sion that  Mrs.  Lisle's  censure  upon  my  conduct 
.  IS  right,  it  requires  also  that  equal  credit  should  be 
given  to  tbe^  qualification!  the  limit,  and  the  res- 
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triction,    wfaach  Ae  herself  puts  upon  that  c^ 
»urc. 

Mrs.  Lisle,  seeing  all  the.  fiurts  which  she  re- 
Utcsi  and  observing  much  of  ooanncr,  which  peiv 
b«ps  slie  could  Doi  describe,  limits  the  cxpresstooi 
^  flirting  conduct''  by  calling  it  '^  otAy  flirtiog/' 
and  says  (upon  having  the  question  asked  to  her^ 
no  doubt,  whether  from  Ihe  whole  she  could  col- 
lect that  I  was  attached  to  Captain  Manby)  says 
**  sbt  could  not  say  whether  I  was  attached  Ip 
him,  my  conduct  was  not  of  a  nature  that  proved 
any  attachment  tohhn,  it  was  only  a^flirting  con- 
idttCt/*  Unjust,  therefore,  as  I  think  it,  that  any 
such  questbn  should  have  been  put  to  Mrs.  Lisle, 
or  that  her  judgment  should  have  been  taken  at 
^11 ;  yet  what  I  fear  from  it,  as  pressing  with 
ipeculiar  hardship  upon  ine,  is,  that  though  it  is 
Mrs.  Lisle's  final  and  ultimate  judgment  upon  the 
^bole  of  my  conduct,  yet,  when  delivered,  to  the 
Comoiiissioners  and  your  Majesty,^  it  becomes  evl- 
jdence,  which  connected  with  all  the  facts  on  which 
;Mrs.  Lisie  had  Ibrmed  it^  may  lead  to  still  further 
and  more  unfavourable  conclusions,  in  the  minds  of 
:^ose  wiiQ  are  after iwards  to  judge  uipon  k ; — that 
Jier  judgment,  writ  ibe  ^be  foundation  <of  other  JQC^* 
./Oients  against  me>.  nyUcb  severer  than  herx^wn ;  and 
:lkat  though  she  evidently  Uoiits  her  opinion,  and  by 
^sayiog  '^  oNir  flirting"  impliedly' negatives  it  as 
jiffiording  any  indioaiicm  0f  «ny  thing  more  Jm- 
9>itoper,  a«bile  she  proceeds  ^tf^inj^  to  negative 
it: as  affiM^iog  any  proof  of  4rtta(AiiMnt ;  yet  it. 
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nnj  be  thought,  i>y  oUiers,  to  justify  their  con- 
dcring  it  as  a  species  of  conduct,  which  shewed  an 
altacliaaent  to  tho  mao  to  whom  it  wafi  addressed  ; 
which  ID  a  iRanied  woman  was  crioumd  and 
wrong. 

What  Mrs,  Lisle  exactly  means  by  onfyJUrting 
oomluct--what  degreo  of  improf>riely  of  conduct 
f^e  would  descrilie  by  it,  it  is  e^remely  diti^cnllv 
with  »oy  precision,  lo  a^cert^kn.  liow  many 
women  ai^  there,  most  virtuoud,  tnost  tridy 
modest,  iacapsii^le  of  any  thing  impure,  vicious,  or 
immoraly  in  deed  or  iboiig^t,  who,  fropQ  greater 
▼ivacky  of  spirits,  froi»  le^s  iiaturai  reserve,  from 
that  want  of  caution,  which  the  very  oonscsousncsa 
ef  innucebce  betrays  tbem  into,  conduct  tbem&drves 
in  a  aaanner,  which  a  woi»an  of  a  gravcx  cfaarafiter, 
of •  mone.  reserved  disposition,  but  not  with  one: par* 
ttclo  of  superior  virtue,  thiolis  too  incautious,  too 
unreserved,  too  familiar ;  and  w  bi^b,  if  for«^  upon 
her  oath  to  give  her  opinion  upon  it,  she  mgbt  .feel 
hersel-f,  as  an  honest  woman,  bound  to  si^y  io  that 
opinion,  wa3  flirting  ^ 

But  whatever  aense  Mrs^  lisle  annexed  lo  the 
word  ^^  ilirting"  it  is  efvidont,  4»»  1  said  befara, 
ibat  ai^e  cannot  mean  any  thing  criminal,  vicioua, 
or  indecent,  or  any  thing  witli  the  least  shade  otf 
4c^per  io^pr-opriety  than  what  is  necessarily  exipress- 
jed  in  the  word  ''  flirtii^g."  She  nev«r  WvouM  have 
ladded,  as  she  doe^  in  both  instances,  that  U  mofi 
^•QN'Lif  iflirti^g;  if  ^be  had  t:boi^^  it  of  a  Quality  ito 
Teoorded  in  a  focinal  £epoi%  amom^  cir/ran- 
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stances  which  mmt  occasion  the  most  unfavourable 
interpretations,  and  which  deserved  the  most  serious  ^ 
consideration  of  your  Majesty,     To  use  it  so,  I  am 
sure  your  Majesty  must  see,  is  to  press  it  far  beyond 
the  meaning  which  she  would  assign  to  It  herself. 

And  as  I  have  admitted  that  there  may  be 
much  indescribable  in  the  manner  of  doing  any 
thing,  so  it  must  be  admitted  to  me  that  there  is 
much  indescribable,  and  most  material  also,  in  the 
manner  of  saying  any  thing,  and  in  the  accent  with 
which  it  i»  said.  The  whole*  context  serves  .much 
'lo  explain  it;  and  if  it  is  in  answer  to  a  question^ 
tlie  uords  of  that  question,  the  manner  and  the 
aecent  iti  which  it  is  asked,  are  also  most  material 
to  understand  the  precise  meaning,  which  the  ex- 
pressions  are  intended  to  convey ;  and  I  must  la- 
ment, therefore,  extremely,  if  my  character  is  to 
be:  affected  by  the  opinion  of  any  witness,  that  the 
^questions  by  whhrh  that  opinion  was  drawn  from 
her,  were  not  given  too,  as  well  as  her  answersi ' 
and  if  this  inquirv  had  been  prosecuted  before 
your  Majesty's  Privy  Council,  the  more  solemn 
and  usual  course  of  proceeding  there,  would,  as  I 
am  informed,  have  furnished,  or  enabled  me  -to 
furnish,  your  Majesty  with  the  questions  as  well  afi 
the  answers. 

Mrs.  Lisle,  it  should  also  be  o^)served,  was  at 
the  time  of  her  examination,  under  the  severe  op- 
pression of  having,  but  a  few  days  before,  heard 
of  the  death  of  her  daughter ; — a  daughter,  who  had 
been  happily  married,  and  who  had  lived  happily 


121 


With  her  husband,  in  mutual  attachnoent  till  het 
death.  The  very  circumstance  of  her  then  situa^-* 
tion  would  naturally  give  a  graver  and  severer  cast 
to  her  opinions.  When  the  question  was  proposed 
to  her,  as  a  general  question,  (and  I  presume  it 
must  have  been  so  put  to  her)  whether  my  con- 
duct was  such  as  would  become  a  married  woman^ 
possibly  her  own  daughter's  conduct,  and  what 
she  would  have  expected  of  her,  might  present 
itself  to  her  mind.  And  I  confidently  submit  to 
your  Majesty's  better  judgment,  that  such  a  ge- 
neral question  ought  not,  in  a  fair  and  candid  con* 
sideration  of  my  case,  to  have  been  put  to  Mrs« 
Lisle,  or  any  other  woman.  For,  as  to  my  con« 
duct  beings  or  not  being,  becoming  a  married  wo- 
man ;  the  same  conduct,  or  any  thing  like  it,  which 
may  occur  in  my  case,  could  not  occur  in  the  case 
of  a  married  woman,  who  was  not  living  in  my  un^* 
fortunate  situation ;  or,  if  it  did  occur,  it  must  occur 
under  circumstances  which  must  give  it,  and  most 
deservedly,  a  very  different  character.  A  married 
woman,  living  well  and  happily  with  her  husband, 
could  not  be  frequently  having  one  gentleman  at 
her  table,  with  no  other  company  but  ladies  of  her 
family ; — she  could  not  be  spending  her  evenings 
frequently  in  the  same  society,  and  separately  con* 
versing  with  that  gentleman,  unless  either  .with 
die  privity  and  consent  of  her  husband,  or  by  taking 
advantage,  with  some  management^  of  his  igno- 
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ranee  and  his  absence ; — if  it  was  with  his  privity 
and  consent)  that  very  circumstance  alone  would 
unquestionably  alter  the  character  of  such  conduct;— 
if  with  management  she  avoided  his  knowledge^ 
that  very  man<igement  would  betray  a  bad  motive* 
The  cases  therefore  are  not  parallel ; — the  illustra- 
tion is  not  just; — aiid  the  question^  which  called  for 
such  an  answer  from  Mrs.  Lisle,  ought  not^  in  can- 
dor and  fairness,  to  iiave  been  put. 

I  entreat  your  Majesty,  however,  not  to  misun* 
derstand  me; — I  should  be  ashamed  indeed  to  be 
suspected  of  pleading  any  peculiar  or  unfortunate 
circumstance,  in  my  situation,  as  an  excuse  for  any 
criminal  or  indecent  act  With  respect  to  such 
acts,  most  unquestionably  such  circumstance  can 
make  no  difference  ; — can  afford  no  excuse.  They 
must  bear  their  own  character  of  disgrace  and  infa- 
.my,  under  all  circumstances.  But  there  are  acts, 
which  are  unbecoming  a  married  woman,  which 
ought  to  be  avoided  by  her,  from  an  apprehension 
lest  ihey  should  render  her  husband  uneasy,  not  be* 
cause  they  might  give  him  any  reason  to  distrust  her 
.chastity,  her  virtue,  or  her  morals,  but  because  they 
might  wound  his  feelings,-  by  indicating  a  prefer- 
ence  to  the  society  of  another  man,  over  his,  in  a 
case  where  she  had  the  option  of  both,  j^t  surely, 
as  to  such  acts,  they  must  necessarily  bear  a  very 
difierent  character,  and  receive  a  very  different 
construction,  in  a  case  where,  unhappily,  t^ere  can 
be  no  such  apprehension,  and  where  there -is  no 
such  option.    I  must,  therefore,  be  excused  for 
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dwelling  so  much  upon  this  part  of  (he  case ;  and  I 
am  sure,  your  Majesty  will  feel  me  warranted  in 
saying,  what  I  say  with  a  confidence,  exactly  pro- 
portioned to  the  respectability  of  Mrs.  Lisle^s  cha- 
racter, that,  whatever  she  meant,  by  any  of  these 
expressions,  she  could  not,  by  possibility,  have 
meant  to  describe  conduct,  which  to  her  mind  af- 
forded evidence  of  crime,  vice,  or  indecen(^.  If 
she  had,  her  regard  to  lier  own  character,  her  own 
delicacy,  her  own  honourable  and  virtuous  feelings, 
would  in  less  than  the  two  Tears,  which  have  since 
elapsed,  have  found  some  excuse  for  separating  lier* 
self  from  that  intimate  connection,  which^  by  her 
situation  iil  my  household,  subsists  between  us.  She 
would  not  have  remained  exposed  to  the  repetition 
of  so  gross  an  offence,  and  insult,  to  a  modest,  vir- 
tuous, and  delieate  woman,  as  that  of  being  made, 
night  by  night,  witness  to  scenes,  openly  acted  in  her 
presence,  oflTensive  to  virtue  and  decorum. 

If  your  Majesty  thinks  I  have  dwelt  too  long, 
and  tedioQsly,  on  this  part  of  the  case,  I  entreat 
your  Majesty  to  think  what  I  must  feel  upon  it. 
I  feel  it  a  great  hardship,  as  I  have  frequency  staled,' 
that  under  the  cover  of  a  grave  charge  of  High 
Treason,  the  proprieties,  and  decencies,  of  my  pii- 
vHte  conduct  and  behaviour,  har^  been  made  the 
subject,  as  I  believe  so  unprecodently,  of  a  formal 
inv^tigation  upon  oath.  And  that,  in  oonsequenee 
*  of  it,  I  may,  at  this  moment,  be  exposed  to  the  dan- 
ger of  forfeiting  your  Majesty's  good  opinion,  wd 
being  degraded  and  disgraced,  in  i^putatioii  through 
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tlie  country,  because  what  Mrs.  Lisle  has  said  of  my 
conduct, — that  it  was  "  only  that  of  a  woman  who 
liked  flirting,"  has  become  recorded  in  the  Report 
on  this  formal  Inquiry,  made  into  matters  of  grave 
crimes^  and  of  essential  importance  to  the  state. 

Let  me  conjure  your  Majesty,  over  and  over 
again,  before  you  suffer  this  circumstance  to  pre- 
judice me  in  your  opinion,  not  only  to  weigh  all 
the  circumstances  I  have  stated,  but  to  look  round 
the  first  ranks  of  female  virtue,  in  this  country,  and 
see  how  many  women  there  are  of  most  unimpeacb- 
ed  reputation,  of  most  unsullied  and  unsuspected 
honour,  character  and  virtue,  whose  conduct, 
though  living  happily  with  their  husbands,  if  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  persons  of  a  severer 
ciast  of  mind,  especially  if  saddened,  at  the  moment, 
by  calamity,  might  be  stilcd  to  be  "  flirting."  I 
would  not,  however,  be  understood  as  intending  to 
represent  Mrs.  Lisle's  judgment,  as  being  likely  to 
be  marked  with  any  improper  austerity,  and  there- 
fore I  am  certain  she  must  either  have  had  no  idea 
/{hat  the  expressions  she  has  used,  in  the  manner 
which  she  used  them,  were  capable  of  being  under- 
stood, in  60  serious  a  light  as  to  be  referred  to, 
amongst  circumstances  deserving  the  most  serious 
consideration,  and  which  must  occasion  most  unfa- 
vourable interpretations;  or  she  must  by  the  impo- 
sing novelty  of  her  situation,  in  private  examination 
before  four  such  grave  characters,  have  been  surpri- 
sed into  the  use  of  expressions,  which,  with  a  better 
..  ci|^portMnity  of  weighing  thetp,  sb^  wpuld  either  ppt 
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have  used  at  all,  or  have  accompanied  with  still 
more  of  qualification  than  that,  vthich  sl^e  has,  how- 
ever, in  some  degree,  as  it  is,  annexed  to  them. 

But  my  great  complaint  is  the  having,  not,  par- 
ticularly, Mrs.  Lisle's  opinion,   but  any  person's 
opinion,  set  up,  as  it  were,  iii  judgment  against  the 
propriety  of  my  private  conduct.     How  would  it 
be  endured,  that  the  judgment  of  one  man  should 
be  asked;  and  recorded  in  a  solemn  Report,  a^inst 
the  conduct;  of  another,  either  with  respect  to  his 
behaviour  to  his  children^  or  to  his  wife,  or  to  any 
other  relative?     How  would  it  be  endured,  in  ge- 
neral, and  I  trust,  that  my  case  ought  not,  in  this 
respect,  to  form  an  exception,  that  one  woman 
should  in  a  similar  manner  be  placed  in  judgment, 
upon  the  conduct  of  another?     And  that  judgment 
be  reported,  where  her  character  was  of  most  im- 
portance to  her,  as  amongst  things  which  must  be 
credited  till  decidedly  contradicted?      Let  every 
one  put  these  questions  home  to  their  own  breasts, 
and  before  they  impute  blame  to  me,  for  protest- 
ing against  the  fairness  and  justice  of  this  proce- 
dure, ask  how  they  would  feel  upon  it,  if  it  were 
their  own  case? 

fiut, .  perhaps,  they  cannot  bring  their  imagina- 
tions to  conceive  that  it  could  ever  become  their  own 
case.  A  few  months  ago  I  could  not  have  believed 
that  it  would  have  been  mine. 

But  the  just  ground  of  my  complaint  may,  per- 
haps, be  more  easily  appreciated  and  felt,  by  sup- 
posing a  more  familiar,  but  an  analogous  case.  1  he 
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High  Treason,  with  which  I  was  dmrged,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  comtnitted  in  the  foul  erime  of  adultery. 
What  would  be  the  impression  of  your  Majesty, 
what  would  be  the  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
any  one,  acquainted  with  the  excellent  laws  of  your 
Majesty's  kingdom,  and  the  admirable  adminis* 
tration  of  them,    if  upon  a  Commission  of  this 
tind,  secretly  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  any 
man,  upon  a  charge  of  High  Treason  against  the 
state,  the  Commissioners  should  not  only  proceed 
to  inquire,  whether  in  the  judgment  of  the  witness, 
the  conduct  of  the  accused  was  such  as  became  a 
loyal  subject ;  but,  when  the  result  of  their  Inquiiy 
obliged  them  to  report  directly  against  the  charge  of 
Treason,  they,  nevertheless,  should  record  an  im- 
putation, or  libel,  against  his  character  for  loyalty, 
and- reporting,  as  part  of  the  evidence,  the  opinion 
xjf  the  witness,  that  the  conduct  of  the  accused  was 
such  as  did  not  become  a  loyal  subject,  should  fur- 
ther report,  that  the  evidence  of  that  witness,  with- 
out specifying  ohj  part  of  it,  must  be  credited  till 
decidedly  contradicted,  and  deserved  the  most  se- 
rious consideration  ?     How  could  he  appeal  from 
that  Report  ?     How  could  he  decidedly  contradict 
the  opinion  of  the  witness  ?     Sire,  there  is  no  dif- 
ference between  this  supposed  case  and  mine,  but 
tiiis.     That  in  the  case  of  the  roan,  a  character  for 
loyalty,  however  injured,  could  not  be  destroyed  by 
snch  an  insinuation.     His  future  life  might  give 
tim  abundant  t)pportunitie8  oi  falsifying  the  justict 
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gf  it   But  a  female  character  once  so  blasted,  what 
hope  or  chance  has  it  of  recovery  ? 

Your  Majesty  uill  not  fail  to  perceive,  that  I  have 
presacd  this  part  of  the  case>  with  an  earnestness 
which  shews  that  I  have  felt  it.     I  have  no  wish  to 
disguise  from  your  Majesty,  that  I  have  felt  it,  and 
fek  it  strongly.     It  is  the  only  part  of  the  case^ 
which  I  conceive  to  be  in  the  least  degree  against 
me,  that  rests  upcm  a  witness  who  is  at  all  worthy 
of  your  Majesty's  credit.     How  unfair  it  is,  that 
any  thing  she  has  said  should  be  pressed  against 
me,  I  trost  I  have  sufficiently  shewn*     In  canvas* 
sing,  however,  Mrs.   lisle's  evidence,  I   hope  I 
h^vie  never  foi^got  what  was  due  to  Mrs.  Lisle.     I 
have  been  as  anxious  not  to  do  her  injustice^  as  to 
do  jtifstice  to  myself.     I  retain  the  same  respect  and 
regard  for  Mrs.  Lisle  now,  as  I  ever  had*     If  the 
unfavoyt^aUe  impressions,  which  the  Commission- 
ers seem  to  suppose,  &trly  arise  ottt  of  the  expres* 
sions  she  has  used,  i  am  confident  they  will  be 
understood,  in  a  sense,  which  was  never  intended 
by  her.     And  I  should  scorn  to  purdiase.  any  ad<- 
vantage  ta  myself,  at  the  expence  of  t^ie  slightest 
imputation,  unjustly  cast  upon  Mrs.  lisle,  or  any 
one  else. 

Leaving,  therefore,  with  these  observations,  Mrs. 

Lisle's  evidence,  I  tnust  proceed  to  the  evktence  of 

Mr.  Bidgood.     The  parts  of  it  which  apply  to  this 

part  of  the  case,  I   mean  my  conduct  to  Captain 

.  Mainby  at  Montague  House,  I  shall  detail.     Th«sy 

are  as  follows.^  ^'  I  first  observed  Captein  Maat^ 

.♦.Awefldi*(A.>p.>. 
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came  to  Montague  House  either  the  end  of  1 803| 
or  the  beginning  of  1804.  I  was  waiting  one  day  in 
the  anti-room  ;  Captain  Manby  had  his  hat  in  his 
handy  aid  appeared  to  be  going  away ;  he  was  a 
long  time  with  the  Princess,  and,  as  I  stood  on  the 
steps  waiting,  I  looked  into  the  room  in  which  they 
were,  and  in  the  reflection  on  the  looking-glass  I 
saw  them  salute  each  other.  I  mean  that  they 
kissed  each  other's  lips.  Captain  Manby  then  went 
away,  I  then  observed  the  Princess  have  her 
handkerchief  in  her  hands,  and  wipe  her  eyes,  as  if 
she  was  crying,  and  went  into  the  drawing- roona." 
In  his  second  deposition,^  on  the  3d  July,  talking  of 
bis  suspicions  of  what  passed  at  Southend,  he  says, 
they  arose  from  seeing  them  kiss  each  other,  as  I 
mentioned  before,  like  people  fond  of  each  other; — 
a  very  close  kiss." 

In  these  extracts  from  his  depositions,  there  can 
undoubtedly  be  no  complaint  of  any  thing  being 
left  to  inference.  Here  is  a  fact,  which  must  un- 
questionably occasion  almost  as  unfavourable  inter- 
,  pretations,  as  any  fact  of  the  greatest  impropriety 
and  indecorum,  short  of  the  proof  of  actual 
crime.  And  this  fact  is  positively  and  affirma- 
tively sworn  to.  And  if  this  witness  is  truly  repre- 
sented, as  one  who  must  be  credited  till  he  is  deci* 
dedly  contradicted ;  and  the  decided  contradiction  of 
the  parties  accused,  should  be  considered  as  unavail- 
ing, it  constitutes  a  charge  which  cannot  possibly  be 
answered.  For  the  scene  is  so  laid,  that  there  is  no 
eye  to  witness  it,  but  his  own  ;  and  therefore  there 

*  See  Appendix  (A.)  p.  40. 
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can  be  no  one  who  can  possibly  contradict  him, 
however  false  his  story  may  ^be,  but  the  persons 
whom  be  accused.  As  for  me,  Sire,  there  is  no 
mode,  the  most  solemn  that  can  be  devised,  in 
which  I  shall  not  be  anxious  and  happy  to  contra-' 
diet  it.  And  I  do  here  most  solemnly,  in  the  face* 
of  Heaven,  most  directly  and  positively  affirni^ 
that  it  is  as  foul,  malicious,  and  wicked  a  falsehood, 
as  ever  was  invented  by  the  malice  of  man.  Cap- 
tain Manby,  to  whom  1  have  been  under  the  ne-^ 
*  cessity  of  applying,  for  that  purpose,  in  tlie  depo- 
sition which  I  annex,  most  expressly  and  positively 
denies  it  also.  Beyond  these  our  two  denials,  there 
is  nothing  which  can  by  possibility  be  directly  op- 
posed to  Mr.  Bidgood's  evidence. — All  that  re- 
mains to  be  done  is  to  examine  Mr.  Bidgood's  cre- 
dit, and  to  see  how  far  he  deserves  the  character 
which  the  Commissioners  give  to  him. — How  un- 
foundedly they  gave  such  a  character  to  Mr.  Cole, 
your  Majesty,  I  am  satisfied,  must  be  fully  con- 
vinced.' 

'•  {'suppose  there  must  be  some  mistake,  I  will 
not  call  it  by  any  harsher  name,  for  I  think  it  can 
l>e  no  more  than  a  mistake,  in  Mr.  Bidgood*s  say- 
ing,  that  the  first  time  he  knew  Captain  Manby 
come  to  MontaguiB' House,  was  at  the  end  of  1803, 
or  beginning  of  1804;  for  h^  6rst  came  at  the  end 
of  !the  former  year  ;*  and  the  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Bid- 
'gb6d  must  have  seen  him  then. — But,    however, 

*  Before  1S03. 

€       '  * 
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the  date  is  comparatively  imoiaterial,  the  laqt  it  is, 
that  is  important 

And  here,  Sire,  aurely  I  have  the  same  com* 
plaint  which  I  have  so  often  urged.  I  would  a3k 
your  Majesty^  whetlier  I,  not  as  a  Piince^  of 
WaleSi  but  as  a  party  accused,  had  not  a  right  to 
be  thought;,  and  to  be  presumed,  innoceotp  till  I 
was  proved  to  be  guilty  ?  Let  me  asj(,  if  there  ever 
could  exist  a  case,  in  whii^h  the  credit  of  the  wit^ 
ness  ought  to  have  been  more  sevemely  sifted  wi 
tried  ?  The  fact  rested  aolfly  upon  bis  single  aeser* 
tioQ*  However  &lpe,  ijt  could  not  possibly  receire 
contradiction,  but  from  the  parties.  The  story  iUfdf 
surely  is  not  .very  probable.  My  character  cawot 
be  considered  as  under  inquiry ;  it  is  alrea4y  gone, 
and  decided  upon,  by  those,  if  there  a^e  aoy  suebj 
who  thkik  such  a  story  probable^^^That  in  a  room, 
with  the  dopr  open,  and  a  servant  kqowp  to  be 
waiting  just  by,  we  should  have  acted  such  a  scene . 
of  gross  indecency.  The  indiscretion  at  least  might 
have  rendered  it  improbable,  even  to  those,  whose 
prejudices  a^nst  me,  might  be  prepared  to  con- 
ceive nothii^  improbable  in  the  indepency  of  it. 
Yet  this  seeme  to  have  bee0  received  as  a  fact  that 
there  was  ao  reason  to  question.  The  witness  is 
assumed,  without  hesitation,  tp  be  the  witnei^  of 
truth,  of  unquestieoaJble  veracity^  Not  the  faii^est 
trace  is  there  to  be  found  «f  a  siegie  qciesti<xa  pitf 
to  him,  to  try  and  sift  the  credit  which  wes  due  to 
him,  or  to  his  story. 

Is  he  askedy  as  I  suggested  before  should  have 
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been  done  with  regard  to  Mr.  Cole — ^To  whom  he 
told  this  fact  before  ?  When  be  told  it?  What  was 
^kme  in  consequence  of  this  information  ?  If  he 
never  told  it,  till  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
Lady  Douglas'  statement^  bow  could  he  in  hi^  si- 
tuation, as  an  old  servant  of  the  Prince,  with  whono 
08  he  swears,  he  had  lived  t\^'enty-three  years,  cre- 
ditably to  himself,  account  for  having  concealed  it 
so  long  ?  And  how  came  Lady  Douglas  and  Sir 
John  to  find  out  that  he  knew  it,  if  he  never  had 
communicated  it  before  ?  If  he  had  communicated 
it,  it  would  then  have  been  useful  to  have  heard 
how  far  his  present  story  was  consistent  with  his 
fbrmer ;  and  if  it  should  have  happened  that  this 
add  odier  matters,  which  he  may  have  stated, 
were,  at  that  lime,  made  the  subject  of  any  Inquiry ; 
then  how  far  that  Inquiry  had  tended  to  confirm  or 
shake  his  credit.  His  first  examination  was,  it  is 
true,  taken  by  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord  Spencer 
alone,  without  the  aid  of  the  experience  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  Lord  Chief  Justice ;  this  undoubt- 
edly may  account  for  the  omission ;  but  the  noble 
Lbrds  will  forgive  me  if  I  say,  it  does  not  excuse  it, 
especially  as  Mr.  Bidgood  was  examined  again  on 
the  3d  of  July,  by  all  the  Commissioners,  and  this 
fact  is  again  referred  to  then,  as  the  foundation  of 
the  suspicion  wliich  he  afterwards  entertained  of 
Captain  Manhy  at  Southend.  Nay,  that  last  de« 
position  iaffords  on  my  part,  another  ground  of  si- 
milar complaint  of  the  strongest  kind.  It  epeds 
ttuts :  '^  The  Priscess  used  to  go  out  in  het  phaetoft 
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*^  with  coachman  and  helper,  towards  Long  Reacb^ 
"  eight  or  ten  times,  carrying  luncheon  and  wine 
!^  with  her,  when  Captain  Manbj'^s  ship  was  at 
"  Long  Reach,  ahvays  Mrs,  ^Fitzger aid  with  Jier. 
^'  She  would  go  out  at  one,  and  return  about  five 
"  or  six,  sometimes  sooner  or  later." 

The  date  when  Captain  Manby*s  ship  was  lying 
at  Long  Reach,  is  not  given ;  and  therefore  whe- 
ther this  was  before  or  after  the  scene  of  the  sup- 
posed  salute  does  not  appear.     But  for  what  was 
this  statement  of  Mr.Bidgood's  made?    Why  was 
it  introduced?    Why   were  these  drives  towards 
Long  Reach  with  luncheon^  connected  with  Cap- 
tain Manby's  ship  lying  there  at  the  time,,  examined 
to  by  the   Commissioners?    The  first   point,  the 
matter   foremost  in  their  minds,  when    they  call 
back  this  witness  for  his  re-examination,  appears  to 
have  been  these  drives  towards  Lono^  Reach. — 
Can  it  have  been  for  any  purpose  but  to  have  the 
benefit  of  the  insinuation,  to  leave  it  open  to  be  in- 
ferred, that  those  drives  were  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  Captain  Manby  ?  If  this  fact  was  material, 
why  in  the  name  of  justice  was  it  so  left?    Mrs. 
Fitzgerald  was  mentioned  by  name,  as  accompany- 
ing me  in  them  all ;  Why  was  not  she  called  ?  She 
perhaps  was  my  confidante ;  no  truth  could  have 
been  hoped  for  from  her ; — still  there  were  my 
coachman  and  helper,  who  hkewise  accompanied 
me ;    Why   were  they   not  called  ?  they  are  not 
surely  confidants  too.-r-But  it  is,  for  what  reason  I 
cannot  pretend  to  say^  thought  sufficient  to  leave 
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this  fact,  or  rather  this  insinuatioOi  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Bidgood,  who  only  saw,  or  could  see, 
the  way  I  went  when  I  set  out  upon  my  drive,  in- 
stead of  having  the  fact  from  the  persons  who  could 
speak  to  the  whole  of  it ;  to  the  places  I  went  to ; 
to  the  persons  whom  I  met  with. 

Your  Majesty  will  think  me  justified  in  dwelling 
upon  this,  the  more  from  this  circumstance,  because 
I  know,  and  will  shew  to  your  Majesty,  on  the  tes- 
timony  of  Jonathan  Partridge,  which  I  annex,  that 
these  drives,  or  at  least  one  of  them,  have  been 
already   the  object  of  previous,    and,   I   believe, 
nearly  cotemporary  investigation.     The  truth  is, 
that  it  did  happen  upon  two  of-  these  drives  that  I 
met  with  Captain  Manby  ;  in  one  of  them  that  he 
joined  me,  and  went  with  me  to  Lord  Eardley  s,  at 
Belvidere,  and  that  he  partook  of  something  which 
we  bad  to  eat ; — ^that  some  of  Lord  Eardley's  ser- 
vants were  examined  as  to  njy  conduct  upon  this 
occasion ;— and  I  am  confidently  informed  that  the 
servants  gave  a  most  satisfactory  account  of  all  that 
passed ;  nay,  that  they  felt,  and  have  expressed 
some  honest  indignation  at  the  foul  suspicion  which 
the  examination  implied.     On  the  other  occasicHi, 
having  tiie  boys  to  go  on  board  the  Africaine,  1 
went  with  one  of  my  Ladies  to  see  them  on  boards 
and  Captain  Manby  joined  us  in  our  walk  round 
Mr.  Calcraft's  grounds  at  Ingress  Park,  opposite  to 
Long  Reach ;  where  we  walked,   while  my  horses 
were  baiting.    We  went  into  no  house,  and  on  that 
occasion  had  nothing  to  eat* 
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Pftrfeetly  anable  to  iK^count  why  these  ikcts  were 
not  more  fuliy  inquired  intd^  if  thought  proper  td 
be  inquired  ioto  at  ally  I  return  iifgain  to  Mr.  Bid*^ 
good'd  evidetice.  As  for  a^  it  respects  my  cotiduet 
at  Montague  Housd,  it  is  donfioed  to  the  circum-* 
Stances  which  I  have  already  mentioned.  And, 
upon  those  cireum^tandes,  I  have  no  further  obser- 
vfttion,  which  may  teild  to  illustrate  Mr.  Bidgood's 
credit,  to  offer.  But  I  trust  if,  from  other  parts  of 
tm  ^videMe,  your  Majesty  sees  traces  of  the  strotig- 
est  prejudices  against  ni^,  and  the  most  scandalous 
inferences  drawn  from  circumstances,  which  can  in 
no  degree  Support  them,  your  Majesty  will  then  ht 
dbte  justly  to  appreciate  the  credit  due  to  every 
p^rt  of  Mr*  Bidgood's  Evidence* 

Under  the  other  head  into  which  1  have  divided 
tfiis^  part  i>{  the  ease,  I  mean  my  conduct  at  South- 
end, as  relative  fo  Captain  Manby,  and  Mr.  Bidgood 
i^  Anore  stibstantial  and  particular.*  His  statement 
Off  this^  head  begins  by  shewing  that  f  was  at  South- 
end sbout  six  weeks  before  the  Africairie,  Captain 
Manby's  ship,  arrived.  That  Mr.  Sicard  was 
looking  out  for  its  arrival,  as  if  she  was  expected. 
And  as  it  is  my  practice  to  require  as  constant  a 
correspondence  to  be  kept  up  with  my  charity  boyS, 
whei^  01^  board  of  ship,  as  the  nature  of  their  situa- 
tion will  admit  of,  and  as  Mr.  Sicard  is  the  person 
who  manages  all  matters  cOncernirlg  them,  and  en- 
ters imo  their  interests  with  the  most  friendly  anx- 

*  See  Appendix  (A.)  p.  10. 
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iety,  he  certidnly  was  apprised  of  tibe  proibabilitj 
pf  the  abip's  arriviol  off  Southeod,  before  «fae  caooe* 
And  here  I  msLy  as  well,  perhaps,  by  the  wny,  re^ 
mark,  that  as  this  correspotidence  with  the  hoys  )3 
always  yndcr  cover  to  the  Captain;  this  circum* 
stance  may  account  to  your  Majesty  for  the  fact, 
which  is  stated  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  of  several 
letters  being  put  into  the  post  by  Sicard,  some  of 
which  he  may  have  received  from  me,  which  were 
directed  to  Captain  Manby. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Africaine,  however, 
'Bidgood  says,  the  Captain  put  off  in  his  boat. 
Sicard  went  to  meet  him,  and  ioamediately  brought 
him  up  to  me  and  my  Ladies ; — ^he  dined  thcff 
then,  and  <;ame  frt quently  to  see  me.    It  would 
have  beep  a^  wndid,  if  Mr.  Bidgpod  had  repra^nt^ 
ed  the  fact  as  it  really  was,  though  perhaps  the  cir^- 
cumstance  is  not  very  nuoerial  i-^-tbat  the  Captaia 
brought  the  two  boys  on  shore  with  him  to  see  me, 
and  this,  as  well  as  many  other  circumstances  con- 
nected with  these  boys,  the  existence  of  whom,  as 
accounting  in  any  degree  for  the  intercourse  be- 
tween me  and  Captain  Manby,  could  never  have 
heen  collected  from  out  of  JSidgood's  depositions, 
Sicard  would  have  stated,  if  tlie  Commissioners  had 
examined  him  to  it.     But  though  be  is  thus  referred 
t0,  though  bis  name  is  mentioned  about  the  letters 
sent  to  Captain  Manby,  be  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  examined  to  apy  of  them,  and  all  that  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  asked  is,  as  to  his  remendMsring 
Captain  Manby  visiting  at  Montague  House,  and 
to  my  p&yin|;  the  expense  of  the  linen  furniture  foj 
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his  cabin.  But  Mr.  Sicard  was,  I  suppose,  repve- 
rented  by  my  enemies  to  be  a  confidant,  from  whona 
no  truth  could  be  extracted,  and  therefore  that  it 
was  idle  waste  of  time  to  examine  him  to  such 
points  ;  and  so  unquestionably  he,  and  every  other 
honest  servant  in  my  family,  who  could  be  suppos- 
ed to  know  any  thing  upon  the  subject,  were  sure 
to  be  represented  by  those,  whose  conspiracy  and 
falsehood,  their  honesty  and  truth  were  the  best 
means  of  detecting.  The  conspirators,  however, 
had  the  first  word,  and  unfortunately  their  veracity 
was  not  questioned,  nor  their  unfilvourable  bias  sus- 
pected, . 

Mr.  Bidgood  then  proceeds  to  state  the  situation 
of  the  houses,,  two  of  which,  with  a  part  of  a 
third,  I  had  at  Southend.  He  describes  No.  9,  as 
the  housQ  in  which  I  slept;  No.  8,  as  that  in  which 
we  dined ;  and  No.  7>  as  containing  a  drawing- 
room,  to  which  we  retired  after  dinner.  Arid  he 
5ays,  "  I  have  several  times  seen  the  Princess,  after 
"  having  gone  to  No.  7  with  Captain  Manby  and 
"  the  rest  of  the  company,  retire  with  Captain 
Manby  from  No.  7,  through  No.  8,  to  No.  9, 
which  was  the  house  where  the  Princess  slept 
I  suspect  that  Captain  Manby  slept  very  fre* 
"  quently  in  the  house.  Hints  were  given  by  the 
**  servants,  and  I  believe  that  others  suspected  it  as 
**  well  as  myself.^' — What  those  hints  wercj  by 
what  servants  given,  are  things  which  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  thought  necessary  matters  of  inquiry. 
At  least,  there  is  no  trace  in  Mr.  Bidgood's,  or  any 
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Oth^r  witmte'e  :CiKtiDinMkik)/of  miiy  such  ioquky 

>    Iq  his  ^edond  d«poattioD»  whurb  Applite^to  Ibe 

Mme  l^ct^  after  snyiog  tb«it.w6  weot  away  Ito  day 

.aftier  the  Afripaine  flaUi»d  from  Southcndi  he;myfi» 

;^^  Captoia  Manby  'ww  tb6r<(  three  tinoes  aiweekat 

^^  jthe  leibrfiit,  ivbilst  his  ship  lay  for  six  wjceks  off 

J^  Soutb^Qd  at  the  Nore  ;:-rbe  came  as  tide  served 

^'  ijQ  a.  Q^orcing,  and  to  tdine^  and  dvmk  tea«    I 

"  hava  seen  hiw  nea^  morning  by  ten  o^clock. 

''  {  suspected  be  slept  at  No.  9^  A^  Prioceas^flb 

•^-^She  always  put  dut  the  candles  herself  in 

*'  drawingHroioiB  at  N^;  9^  ftnd  bid  me  not  wait 

*^  lo  pqt  tbem  up.    She  gava  me  the  order*  as 

/^  stion  as  she  vent  io  Sootheod.    I  used  to.iiee 

.^  watetf'^jtfgs^  besoQSy  aoilQirels,  set  out  opposite 

.  '^  tbe  Plinicess's  door  in  the  passaj^    Never  sarar 

'^'  thtm  so  left  in  the^ . paseagt  at  day  other  tim^ 

'*  and  I  suspected  he  was  there  at  tiiat  time ; 

.  *^  there,  was  a  general   BUBpicion  thrbo^   the 

'^  house.    Mrs.  and  Miss  Fitzgerald  there^  and 

*'  Mi^.Hatnmond  (now  Mrs.  Hood)  there.     My 

/*  s<usipicio&s  aroae  from  jseeing  them  in  the  gkiss/' 

.&c.  as  mentioned  before, — "  Her  behaviour  lifce 

^^  tliatiof  a  womtai  attached  to  a  man ;  iised  to 

^.^  be  by  iUhMMeivcs  at  iwchebn,   at  Southend, 

^  when  the  ladies  wiare  not  sent  fiw  j-r-a  dumber 

'"^frf  tinaes.     There  was  a  poney  which  Captain 

'*  Maahy  used  to  ride ;  it  stooid  in  tbe  stable 

.  *^  ready  for  him^  And  which  Sibard  used  to  ride.** 

v.The»  he  says,  the  servairts  >U8ed  to  talk  and  kmgh 

ijabirot  Optaia  Man  by,  and  that  it  was  matter  of 

discourse  amongst  them ;   and  this^  with  wlAt 
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has  been  alluded  to  before>  respecting  Sicard's 
putting  letters  for  him  in  the  post>  which  he  had 
received  from  ine,  contains  the  whole  of  his  de- 
poisition  as  for   as  respects    Capttiin    Manby. 
And,  Sire,  as  to  the  fact  of  retiring  through  No. 
8,  from  No.  7,  to  Now  9,  alpha  with  Captain 
Manby>  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having 
gone  with  Captain  Manby,  though  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, from  the  one  room  in  which  the  company 
was  sitting,  through  the  dining-room  to  the  oth6r 
drawinjg-room.     It  is,  however,  now  above  two 
years  ago,  and  to  be  confident  that  sueh  a  cir- 
cumstance might  not  have  happened,  is  more  than 
I  will  undertake  to  be.     But  in  the  only  sense  in 
which  he  uses  the  expression,  as  retiring  alpne> 
coupled  with  the  immediate  context  that  follows, 
it  is  most  false  and  scandalous.     I  know  no 
means  of  absolutely  proving  a  negative.     If  the 
'fact  was  true,  there  must  have  been  other  wit- 
nesses who  could  have  proved  il  as  well  as  Mr. 
Bidgood.    Mrs.  Eitzgerald  is  the  only  person  of 
the  party,  who  was  examined,  and  her  evidence 
proves  the  negative,  so  far  as  the  negative  can  be 
proved;    for  she  says,    '^  he  dined  there,  but 
'^  never  said  late.  .  She  was  at  Southend  all  the 
<^  time  I  was  there,  and  cannot  recollect  to  have 
*^  seen  Captain  Manby  there,  or  known  him  to 
*'  be  there^  later  than  nine,: or  half^pastnSne.*' 
Miss  Fitzgerald  and  M^ss  Hammond;  (no<(v  Mrs. 
Hood)  are  not  called  to  this  fact;  although  a  fact 
so  extremely  important,  as  it  must  appear  to 
your  Maji&sty;  nor  indeed  are  they  exadnined 
atalL 
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As  to  the  putting  out  of  the  candlts,  it  Mems 
he  says,  I  gave  the  orders  as  soon  as  I  went  to 
I  Southend,  which  was  six  weeks  before  the  Afri- 

iwne  arrived ;  so  this  plan  of  excluding  him 
fipom  the  opportunity  of  knowing  what  was  jgoing 
on  at  No.  9f  ^as  part  of  a  long  meditated 
scheme,  as  be  would  represent  itj  planned  and 
thought  of  six  weeks  before  it  could  be  executed; 
and  which  when  it  was  executed,  your  Majes^ 
'  will  recollect,  according  to  Mr.  Bidgood's  eyi- 
dence,  there  was  so  little  contriyance  ta  conceal, 
that  the  basons  and  towels,  which  the  Captain  is 
insinuated  to  have  used,  were  exposed  to  sight, 
as  if  to  declare  that  he  wias  there. — ^It  is  tedious 
find  difigustingi  Sire,  I  am  well  aware,  to  trouble 
your  Majesty  with  such  :  particulars ;  but  it, 
doubtless,  is  true,  that  I  bid  him  not  take  the 
candles:  away  from  No,  9.  The  candles  which 
are  used  in  my  drawing-room,  are  considered  as 
his  perquisites.  Those  on  the  contrary  which 
are. used  in  my  private  apartment  are  the  per- 
iquisites  of  my,  niaid.  I  thought  that  upon  the 
whole,  it  was  a  fairer  arrangement,  when  I  was 
at  Southend,  to  give  my  maid  the  perquisites  of 
the  candles  used  at  No.  d;  and  I  made  the  ar* 
.  rangement  accordingly,  and^  ordered  Mr.  Bid- 
good  to;  leave  them.  This^  Sire,  is  the  true 
a/ccount  of  the  fact  respecting  the  candles;  an 
arrangement  which,  very  possibly  Mr.  Bidgood 
,did  not  like.        . 

But  the  putting  out  the  candles  myself,  was 
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Dottbe.oaly  tUeg^  from  whiqh  theislireQe^is 
dnwo,  that  Captain  Manbgr  slept  at  n^  faoiiset. 
at  No«  9^  and  a6  it  evidently  tn»naated|  if  not 
Bbkttdp  ID  my  bed*room.    Tbene  w^re  water-jugs^' . 
and   basoQ9>    and  towels  left   in  the    passage^^ 
i^hich  Mc^  Bidgood  never  saw  at  otbet  times* 
At  what  otbep  times  does  he  mean  ?    At  other 
tiines  than  those  at  which  hk  suspected  i  hotti 
seeidg  them  th^re,  that  Captain  Manby  slept  in 
Biy  house  r  If  evfety  time  he  saw  the  bason  and 
tOweby  &c.  ifi  the  passaf^^  be  suspected  Cap* 
tain  Manby  slept  ther§>  it  certainly  would  lollofH 
thtt  he  never  saw  them  at  times  when  be  did  net 
suspect  that  fact.     Buty  Ske^  upon  this  impor*- 
tint  fact,  important  to  the  extent  of  oonvictiog 
me>  if  it  :were  true»  of  .High  Treason,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  indignation  which  such  scandaUMS) 
UcQdtiQUij  wickedness  and  malice  excite^  it  li^Miid 
hardly  bfe  possible  to  treat  it  with  any  gravity. 
Whether  there  were  or  wei*e  not  basons  and 
towels  sometimM  left  in  a  passage  at  SouUieiid^ 
which  were  not  there  ^generally/  and  oo^t  td 
iiAve  beeb  never  there,  I  really  cannot  inform 
your  Majesty,     it' certainly  is  possible^  but  tlie 
utmfQult  it  can  prove,  I  should  trust,  mi^t  be 
tome  sloveoUoess  in:  my  servant,  who  did  nM  puft 
them  in  their  proper  places ;  but  surely  it  mucft  be 
left  to  Mr.^  Bidgood  alone  to  traite  any  etidetfee 
from  such  a  circumstance,  of  the  crio^  of  adfit« 
tery  in  me.    But  I  cannot  thus  leave  this  fact,  for 
I  trust  I  shall  here  again  have  the  same  advantage 
from  the  excess  and  extravagance  of  this  man's 
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malice^  as  I  bMe  already  had  on  the  otiter  part  of 
the  charge,  from  the  excess  atid  efxtravagAnce  of  his 
confederate  I^dy  Douglas. 

What  \9  the  charge  that  he  would  insmuate? 
That  I  meditated  and  effected  a  stolen,  secret,  clan- 
destine,  intercourse  \v\ti\  an  adulterer?  No.— *^ 
Captain  Manby,  it  seems,  according  to  his  instnua-' 
tion,  slept  with  me  in  my  own  house,  under  cir- 
cmnstances  of  such  notoriety,  that  it  was  impossible 
that  any  of  my  female  attendants,  at  least,  should  not 
have  known  it.  Their  duties  were  varied  on  rtje 
occasion ;  they  had  to  supply  basons  and  towels' 
in  places  where  they  never  was  supplied,  except 
when  prepared  for  him ;  and  they  were  not  only 
purposely  so  prepared,  but  prepared  in  an  oped 
passage,  exposed  to  view,  in  a  manner  to  excite  the 
suspicion  of  those  who  were  not  admitted  into  the 
secret.  And  what  a  secret  was  it,  that  was  thus 
to  be  hazarded !  No  less  than  what,  if  discovered, 
would  fix  Captain  Manby  and  myself  with  High 
Treason !  Not  only,  therefore,  must  I  have  been 
thus  careless  of  reputation,  and  eager  for  infamy ; 
but  I  must  have  been  as  careless  of  my  life,  as  of 
my  honour. — Lost  to  all  sense  of  shatne,  surely  I 
must  imve  stSI  retained  som6  regard  for  life.' — 
Captain  Manby  too,  widi  a  folly  and  madness 
equal  to  his  suppossd  iniquity,  must  then  have 
put  his  life  in  the  hands  of  my  servants,  and  de- 
pended for  his  safety  iTpon  their  fidelity  to  me, 
and  their  perfidy  to  the  Prince  their  master.  I 
tfie  excess  of  vice  and  crime  in  all  this  is  believed, 
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tould  ity  indiscretion.  Its  madness,  find  treduUty  to 
adopt  it  almost  upon  any  evidence?  But  what 
must  be  the  state  of  that  man's  mind,  -as  to  [Mreju-, 
dice,  who  could  come  to  the  conclusion  of  believ- 
ing it,  from  the  fact  of  some  water-jugs  and  towels* 
being  found  in  an  unusual  place,  in  a  passage  near 
my  bed-room?  For  as  to  his  suspicion  being 
raised  by  what  he  says  he  saw  in  the  looking-glass^ 
if  it  was  as  true  as  it  is  false,  that  could  not  occar 
3ion,  his  believing,  on  any  particular  nigh^  that 
Captain  Manby- slept  in  my  house;  the  situation  of 
these, towels  and  basons  is  what  leads  to  that  belief. 
But,  Sire,  may  I  ask,  did  the  Commissipn^rs  be* 
lieve  this  man's  suspicions  ?  If  they  did,  what  do 
they  mean  by  saying  that  these  facts,  of  great  inde- 
cency, &c.  went  to  a  nouch  less  extent  ^  than  the 
principal  charges  ?  And  that  it  was  not  for  thepi 
to  state  their  bearing  and  effect  ?  The  bearing  of 
this  fact  unquestionably,  if  believed,  is  the  same 
as  that  of  the  principal  charge ;  namely,  to  prove 
me  guiliy  of. High  Treason.  They,  therefore,  could 
not  believe  it.  But  if  they  did  not  believe  it,  and, 
as  it'  seems  to  me,  Sire,  no  men  of  common  judg- 
ment could,  on  such  a  statement  how  could  they 
brmg  tbepisplves  to  name  Mr.^idgood.  asonepf 
those,  witnesses  on  wlpse  unbiassed .  teistirnqny  they 
could  so  reljf?  or  how  cquld  ibey,  (in  pouiting 
bin)  out  with  the  other  thcee  as  sf^aking  to  facts, 
particularly  with  respect  to  Captain  Manbjf, 
iii[hich  must  be  credited  till  decidenlly  contrad|c^) 
omit  to  specify,  the  facts  which,  be  spoke,  to  that 


143 


they  thus  thought  worthy  of  belief,  but  leave/tbd 
whole,  iDcluding  this  .incredible  pait  of  it,  reconh* 
mended  to  belief  by  their  general  and  unqualified 
sanction  and  approbation. 

But  the  falsehood  of  this  charge  does  not  rest  on  its 
incredibility  alone.     My  servant  Mrs.  Sander,  who 
attended  constantly  on  my  person,  and  whose  bed* 
room  was  close  to  mine,  was  examined  by  the  Coxn^ 
missioners ;  she  must  have,  known  this  fact  if  it  had 
been. true  :.  she  positively  swears  "  that  she  did  not 
know  or  believe,  that  Captain  Manby  staid  till  very 
late  hours  with  me ;  that  slie  never  suspected  there 
.was  any  improper  familiarity  between  us.  M.Wilson, 
who  made  my  bed,  swears,  that  she^iad  been  in  the 
habit  of  making  it  ever  since  she  lived  with  me,  that 
another  maid,  whose  name  was  Ann  Bye,  assisted 
,  with  her  in  making  it,  and  swears  from  what  she  ob- 
served, she  never  had  any  reason  tohelieve  that  two 
persons  had  slept,  in  it     Referring  thus  by  name 
'  to  her  fellow-servant,  who  made  the  bed  with  her, 
but  that  servant,  why  I  know  not,  is  not  examined. 
'  As  your  Majesty  then  finds  the  inference  drawn 
by  Bidgood  to  amount  to  a  fact  so  openly  and  undis-^ 
guisedly  prbftigate^  as  to  outrajge  pU  credibility; 
as  your  Majesty  finds  it  negatived  by  the  evidence 
^  of  three  witnesses,  otae  of  whom,  in  particular,  if 

-  such'  a  fact  were,  true,  must  have  known  it ;  ds 
your  Majesty  finds  one  witness  appealing  to  ano- 
ther, who  is  pointed  out  as  a  person  who  must 

-  have  been  able,  with  equal  means  of  knowledge, 
to  have  confirmed  ber  if  she  spk>ke  true^  aiid  (a 
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iwtVe  contradicted  her  if  she  spoke  failsek  And, 
Sire,  when  added  to  all  this,  your  Majesty  is  gra^ 
cioudy  pleased  to  recollect  that  Mr.  Bidgood  was 
one  of  those  who,  though  ia  mj  service,  submit-- 
ted  themselves  voluntarily  to  be  examined  previous 
to  tha  appointment  of  the  ComimssicHiers,  in  coa-^ 
ftrmaiioD  of  Lady  Douglas's  statement,  ivkbout 
iaforining  me  of  the  £irct ;  and  when  I  stale  to  your 
Majesty,  upon  the  evidence  of  Philip  Kr^ckeler  and 
Robert  Eaglestone,  whose  deposition  I  annex, 
that  tibis  unbie^Mdwilxiess,  during  the  pendency  of 
these  examinations  before  the  Cocnmissioners,  was 
jeen  to  be  in  conference  and  communicatioa  with 
Lady  Douglas,  my  most  ostensible  accuser,  da  I 
raise  my  expectations  too  high,  when  I  confidently 
trxist  diat  his  malice,  and  his  &kdiood,  as  well  as 

bis  connection  in  thtsxronspiracy  against  my  honour, 
my  station  in  this  kingdoni,  and  my  life,  will  ap- 
pear to  your  Majesty  too  plainly  for  him  to  receive 
any  credit;,  either  in  tbi,s  or  in  any  other  part  of  his 
testimony  ? 

The  other  drcumstances,  Up  which  he  speaks,  are 
comparatively  too  trifli^j^  ^  me  to  trouble  your 
Majesty  witb  siny  mpre  pb^rvations  apon  hi§  evi- 
dence. _    ' 

The  remaining  part  of  this  cas^  which  respects 
Captain  Manby^  ^elafeif  p  iny  c/9n^iict  «t.  East 
Cliff 

How  litfle  Mrs,  Liifle^s  ^xMuaiaatioffi  9^w*ds  Sfv 
<>bseriFatipuf  upon  this  pa^ t oC  the.  case,  [G^fxpt 
as  ibewiag  how  very  .«€^om  Qaptaia  Maot^  <^« 
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led  opon  me  while  I  w(^  there^  I  have  already 
ohserved.  Mr.  Cole  says  nothing  upon  this  part 
of  the  case ;  nor  Mr.  Bidgood.  The  only  witness 
amongst  the  four  whosie  testimonies  are  distinguish- 
ed by  the  Commissioners  as  imost  material,  and  as 
those  on  which  th^  particularly  f  ^y,  who  says  any 
thing  upon  this  part  of  the  case^  i$  Fanny  Lloyd* 
Her  depositiob  is  as  fi^llows.* 

^^  I  was  at  Ramsgate  with  the  Princess  in  1803. 
^  One  morning  when  we  were  in  the  house  at 
^  East  Cliffy  somebody^  I  don't  recoiiect  who^ 
^^  knocked  at  my  door,  and  desired  me  to  prepare 
^  breakfiist  for  the  Prinopss.  This  was  about  six 
^  0'ck)ck ;  I  was  asleep.  During  the  whole  time  JE 
'f  wad  in  the  Princess's  service,  I  had  never  been 

called  up  before  to  make  the  Princess's  breaklast. 

I  slept  in  the  house-keeper's  room,  on  the  ground- 
^P  flocff.     I  opened  the  shutters  of  the  window  for 

light.  I  knew  at  that  time  that  Captain  Manby*8 

ship  was  in  the  Downs.  When  i  opened  the 
^  shutters,  I  saw  the  Princess  walking  down  the 
^  Gravel- Walk  towards  the  sea.  No  orders  had 
^  beenrgiyen  me  over-night  to  prepare  breakfast 
*^  early.  The  gentleman  the  princess  was  with 
*^  was  a  tali  man.  I  was  surprised  to  .see  the 
^'  Princess  walking  with  a  gentleov^n  at  that  time . 
^^  inihe  morning.    I  am  sure  it  was  the  Princess.*' 

What  this  evidenoe  of  Fanny  Lloyd  applies  to^ 
I  do  not  ieel  certain  that  i  recollect.  The  circum^ 
stances  which  she  mentions  might,  I  think,  have 
cccuntd  twice  while  I  was  there ;  and  whieh  time 

«  Apptndix  (A)  p.  iH 
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^he  alludes  to^  I  cannot  prettod  to  say*  I  mean'on 
occ^iQn  of  two  water  parties,  wfaieh  I  intended ; 
icme.of  which  did  not  take  place  at  all,  and  the 
Dtb^r  not  so  early  in  the  day  as  was  intended,  nor 
was  it3  0bject  effected.  Once  I  intended  to  pay 
Admiral  Montague  a  visit  at  Deal.  Boty  wind  and 
tide  not  servings  we  sailed  much  later  than  we  in* 
tended;  and  inst^d  of  laudiogat  Deal,  the  Admiral 
came  on  board  our  vessel,  and  we  retufnedtoEast 
Cliff  in  the  evening,  on  which  occasion  Captain 
Manby  was  not  of  the  party,  nor  was  he  in  the 

pow:ns<*— but   it   is   very    possible,    that  having' 

• 

prepared,  to  .set  off  early,  I  might  have  walked 
down  towards  the  sea,  find  been  seen  by  Fanny 
Lloyd.  On  tb^  other,  occasion.  Captain  Manby 
was  to  have  been  pf  ,the  party,  and  it  was  to  have 
been  .on  boai'd  his  ship*  I  desired  him  to  be  early 
at  my  house  in  the  morning,  and  if  the  day  suited 
me,  we  would  go.  He.came.;  I  walked  with  him 
towards  the  sea,,  to.  look  at  the  morning;  I  did 
not  like  th^. appearance  of  the  weather,  and  did 
Qot  go  to  siea.  Upon  either  of  these  occasions 
Fanny  Lloyd  might  have  been  called  up  to  make 
lui^^lcfast,'  and.  might  have  seen  me  walking.  As 
to^.the  jorderanot.having  been  given  her  over  nighty 
tg  that  J  can  say  nothing.  . 

,But  jipon  this  itf^tement,  what  inference  can  be 
ipj;^nded  to'  be  drawn  from  .this  fact  ?  It  is  the 
<)^|y  one  in  which  F*  Lloyd's  evidence  can  in  any 
degree. Unapplied  to  Captain Mahby,  and  she  is 
one  of  the   important  witnesses  referred  to,  as 
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regard  to  Captain  Manby,  he  credited  till  contra- 
dicted, and  as  deserving  the  most  seribuS  consider- 
ation. From  the  examination  of  Mrs.  Fitzserald 
I  recollect,  that  aiie  was  asked  whether  Captain 
Manby  ever  slept  in  the  house  at  East  Cliff,  to 
whidh  she,  to  th^  best  of  her  knowledge,  answers 
m  the  negative.  Is  tliis  evidence  then  of  Faifhy"^ 
Lloyd's  relied  upon  to  afford  an  inference  tHat 
Captain  Manby  slept  in  my  house  ?  or  was  ihHre  at 
an  improper  hour  ?  or  in  a  manner,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances, which  aflbrded  reason  for  unfavoura- 
We  interpretations  ?  If  this  were  so^  can  it  be 
believed  that  I  would,  under  i^uefa  circumstances^ 
have  taken,  a  step,  such  as  calling  for  breakflist^ 
at  an  uttusual  hour,  which  must  have  made  the 
fact  more  notoriouli  and  rennrrkable,  and  brought 
the  attention  ot  tlie  servi&nts,  wt^o  must  have 
waited  at  the  breakfast^  mote  particularly  and 
pointedly  to  it?  * 

But  if  there  is  any  thing  which  rests,  or  is 
supposed  to  rest,  iipon  the  credit  of  tliis  witness-^ 
though  she  is  one  of  the  four,  whose  credit  Youjp 
Majesty  will  recollect  it  has'  been  stated  tlnit  there 
wiBis  no  reason  to  question,  yet  she  stands  in  a 
predicament  in  which,  in  general,  at  leasft,' }' had 
understood  it  to  be  supposed,  that  the  credit  of  a 
witness  was  not  only  questionable,  but  materially 
sfaakefi.  For,  towards  the  beginning  of  her  exami- 
niktion,  «hertates*,  that  Mr.  Mills  attended  hier  for' 
a  cold ;  he*asked  her  if  the  Prince  came  to  Black* 

♦  Afjpeadix  (AJ  p.  13.' 
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heath  backwards  and  fomrafds ;  or  Mmethtng  to 
that  effect ;  for  the  Princess  was  with  child ;  or 
looked  as  if  she  was  with  child.     This  must  have 
been  three  or  four  years  ago.  She  thought  it  must 
be  sometime  before  the  child  (W.  Austin)  was 
brought  to  the  Princess.     To  this  fact  she  posi- 
tively swears*^  and  in  this  she  is  as  positively  con- 
tradicted by  Mr.  Mills  ;*  for  he  swear%  in  liis  depo- 
sition before  the  Commissioners,  that  he  never  did 
say  to  her,  or  aay  one^  that  the  Princess  was  with 
child^  or  looked  as  if  she  was  with  child  ;^— that  he 
never  thought  so,  nor  surmised  any  thing  of  the 
kind.     Mr;  Mills  has  a  partner,  Mr.  Edo^eads. 
The  Commissioners  therefore,  conceiving  that  Fan- 
ny  Lk)yd  might  have  mistaken  one  of  thefMHtners 
for  the  other,  examine  Mr. ,  Edmeads  also.    Mr. 
Edmeads,  in  his  depositions^  is  equally  positive 
that  he  never  said  any  such  thing — so  the  matter 
rests  upon  these  depositions ;  and.  upon  that  state 
of  it,  what  pretence  is  there  for  saying,  that  a 
iritness  who  swears  to  a  conversation  with  a  medi- 
cal person,   who  attended  me,  of  so  e3f tremely^ 
important  a  nature ;  and  is  so  expressly  and  de^ 
ddedly  contradicted  in  the  important  fact  which 
she  speaks  to,    is  a  witness  whose  credit  there 
i^pears  no  reason  to  question  ?   This  important 
circumstance  must  surely  have  been  overlooked 
when  that  statement  was  made. 

« 

.  ButthisiactofMr.MillsandMr.Edmeads'scda* 
tradictton  of  Fanny  Lloyd,  appiears  toYour  Mi^eity,^ 
for  the  first  time,  from  the  examination  before  tho 

•  Appendix  (A.)  p.  SS.        f  Apjpeadix  (A.)  p.  30. 
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Gommissioners. — ^But  this  is  the  fact  which  1  digi^^ 
as  having  been  known  to  those,  who  are  concern^ 
in  bringing  forward  this  information,  and  which^ 
nevertheless,  was  not  communicated  to  Your  Ma* 
jesty. — ^The  fact  that  Fanny  Lloyd  declared,  that 
Mr.  Mills  told  her  the  Princess  was  with  child,  h 
stated  in  the  declarations  which  were  delivered  to 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  by 
him  forwarded  to  Your  Majesty. — ^The  fact  that 
Mr.  Mills  denied  ever  having  so  said,  though  knowo 
at  the  same  time,  is  not  stated. 

ThatI  maynotappearto  haverepresentedsostrange 
a  fact,  withoutsufficient  authority,  I  subjoin  the  De* 
claration  of  Mr.  Mills,  and  the  Deposition  of  Mi> 
Edmeads,  which  prove  it.  Fanny  LIoyd*s  original 
Declaration,  which  wasdelivered  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness, is  dated  en  the  12th  of  February.  It  appears  to 
ha^e  been  taken  at  the  TempW ;  I  conclude  there* 
fore  at  the  chambers  of  Mr,  Lowten,  &t  John 
Douglas's  solicitor,  who*,  according  to  Mr.  Cole, 
accompanied  him  to  Cheltenham  to  procure  some 
of  these  Declarations.  On  the  13th  of  February^ 
the  next  day  after  Fanny  Lloyd's  Declaration,  the 
EarlofMoira  leods  for  Mr.  Mills  upon  pressing 
buaness..  Mr.  Mills  attends  him  on  the  14th ;  he 
is  asked  by  his  Lordship  upon  the  subject  of  this 
ootifversatton  ^  he  is  told  he  may  rely  upon  bis 
Lordship's  honour,  that  what  passed  should  be  in 
perfect  confidence ;  (a  confidence  which  Mr.  Mills, 
feeling  it  to  be  on  a  subject  too  important  to  his 
iharactJer,  at  the  moment  disclaims  ;)-^-*that  it  was 

•  Appendix  (B/  No»  103. 
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Ills  (the  Earl  of  Moira's)  duty  to  his  Prince,  as  his 
eounsellor,  to  enquire  into  the  subject,  which  he 
had  known  for  some  time. — Fanny  Lloyd's  state- 
ment being  then  related  to  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Mills, 
with  great  warmth,  declared  that  it  was  an  infamous 
fiilsehood.— Mr.  Lowten,  who  appears  also  to  have 
been  there  by  appointment,  was  called  into  the 
ix)om,  and  he  furnished  Mr.  Mills  with  the  date  to 
which  Fanny  Lloyd's  declaration  applied.  The 
meeting  ends  in  Lord  Moira's  desiring  to  see  Mr. 
Mills's  partner,  Mr.  Edmeades,  who,  not  being  at 
home,  cannot  atteqd  him  for  a  few  days.  He  does^ 
however,  upon  his  return,  attend  him  on  the  20th 
of  May  :  on  his  attendance,  instead  of  Mr.  Lowten, 
he  finds  Mr.  Conant,  the  magistrate,  with  Lord 
Moira.  He  denies  the  conversation  with  Fanny 
Lloyd,  as  positively  and  peremptorily  as  Mr.  Milk* 
Notwithstanding  however  all  this,  the  declaration  of 
Fanny  Lloyd  is  delivered  to  His  Royal  Highness, 
unaccompanied  by  these  contradictions,  and  for<- 
warded  to  Your  Majesty  on  the  29th.  That  Mn 
Lowten  was  the  Solicitor  of  Sir  John  Douglas,  in 
this  business,  cannot  be  doubted^  that  he  took 
some  of  thosp  Declarations,  which  were  laid  before 
Your  Majesty,  is  clear  ;.and  that  he  took  this  De- 
claration of  Fanny  Lloyd's,  seems  not  to  he  ques-r 
tionable.  That  the  Inquiry  by  Earl  Moira,  two 
days  after  her  Declfiration  was  taken,  must  have 
been  in  consequence  of  an  early  communical  ion.  of 
it  to  him,  seems  necessarily  to  follow  fnom  whit  is 
above  stated;  that  it  was  known,  on  the  1 4th  of 
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May,  that 'Mr.  Mills  contradicted  this  assertion  ; 
and,  on  the  20tfa,  that  Mr.  Edmeades  did,  is  per« 
fectly  clear ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the 
fact,  that  Mr.  Edmeades  and  Mr.  Mills  contra- 
dicted it,  seems  to  have  been  not  communicated  to 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  hej 
as  it  appears  from  the  Report,  forwarded  the  De- 
clarations which  had  been  delivered  to  His  Royal 
Highness,  through  the  Chancellor,  to  Your  Ma- , 
jesty ;  and  the  Declaration  of  Fanny  Lloyd,  which 
had  been  so  falsified,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Earl 
Moira  and  of  Mr.  Lowten,  the  Solicitor  for  Sir 
John  Douglas,  is  sent  in  to  Your  Majesty  as  one 
of  the  documents,  on  which  you  were  to  ground 
your  Inquiry,  unaccompanied  by  its  falsification  hy 
Mills  and  Edmeades ;  at  least,  no  Declarations  by 
them  are  amongst  those  which  are  transmitted  to 
me,  as  copies  of  the  original  Declarations  which 
were  laid  before  Your  Majesty.  I  know  not  whe- 
ther it  was  Lord  Moira,  or  Mr.  Lowten,  who 
should  have  communicated  this  circumstance  to  His 
Royal  Highness;  butthat,  in  allfairness,it  ought  un- 
questionablytohavebeencommunicated  by  someone. 
I  dare  not  trust  myself  with  any  inferences 
from  this  proceeding ;  1  content  myself  with  re- 
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marking,  that  it  must  now  be  felt,  that  I  was  justi- 
fied in  saying,  that  neither  His  Royal  Highness, 
nor  Your  Majesty,  any  more  than  myself,  had 
been  fairly  dealt  with,  inrnot  being  fully  informed 
upon  this  important  fact ;  and  Your  Majesty  will 
forgive  a  weak,  unprotected  woman^  like  myself. 


ifhoy  under  such  circumstances,  should  apprehend 
thiat^  however  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  may  ap« 
pear  my  ostensible  accusers,  I  have  other  enemies, 
whose  ill-will  I  may  have  occasion  to  fear,  without 
feeling  myself  assured,  that  it  will  be  strictly  regu- 
lated, in  its  proceeding  against  me,  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  fairness  and  of  justice. 

I  have  now.  Sire,  gone  through  all  the  evidence 
which  respects  Captain  Manby ;  whether  at  Mon- 
tague House,  Southend,  or  East  .Cliff,  and  I  do 
trust,  that  your  Majesty  will  see,  upon  the  whole 
of  it,  how  mistaken  a  view  the  Commissioners 
have  taken  of  it.  The  pressure  of  other  duties  en- 
grossing their  time  and  their  attention,  has  made 
them  leave  the  important  duties  of  this  investiga- 
tion, in  many  particulars,  imperfectly  ^ischarg^ 
— a  more  thorough  attention  to  it  must  have  given 
them  a  better  and  truer  insight  into  the  characters 
of  those  witnesses,  upon  whose  credit,  as  I  am 
convinced.  Your  Mi^esty  will  now  see,  they  have 
without  suli^cient  reason  relied.  There  remains 
nothing  for  me,  on  this  part  of  the  charge  to  per- 
form ;  but)  adverting  to  the  circumstance  which 
is  falsely  sworn  against  me  by  Mr.  Bidgood,  of  the 
isalute,  and  the  false  inference  and  insinuation,^  from 
other  iacts,  that  Captain  Manby  slept  in  my  house, 
either  at  Southend,  or  East  Cliff,  on  my  own  part 
most  solemnly  to  declare,  that  they  are  both  utterly 
false ;  that  Bidgood's  assertion  as  to  the  salute  is  a 
malicious  slanderous  invention,  withoutthe  slightest 
fbadow  of  truth  to  support  it ;  that  his  suspicions 
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Slnd  insinuations,  as  to  Captain  Manby's  having 
slept  in  my  houseware  also  the  false  suggestions  of 
his  own  malicious  mind ;  and  that  Captain  Manby 
never  did,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  sleep  in  my 
house  at  Southend,  East  Cliff,  or  any  other  house 
of  mine  whatever ;  and,  however  often  he  may 
have  been  in  my  company,  I  solemnly  protest  to 
Your  Majesty,  as  I  have  done  in  the  former  cases^ 
that  nothing  ever  passed  between  him  and  me,that 
t  should  be  ashamed,  or  unwilling,  that  all  the 
world  should  have  seen.  And  I  have  also,  with 
great  pain,  and  with  a  deep  sepse  of  wounded  de- 
licacy, applied  to  Captain  Manby  to  attest  to  the 
same  truths,  and  I  subjoin  to  tnis  letter  his  pepo7 
sitionto  that  effect. 

I  stated  to  Your  Majesty,  that  I  should  be  obliged 
to  return  to  other  parts  of  Fanny  Lloyd's  testimony^ 
At  the  end  of  it,  she  says,  *  "  I  never  told  Cole  that  M. 
Wilson,  when  she  supposed  the  Princess  to  be  in  the 
library,  had  gone  into  the  Princess's  bed-room,  and 
had  found  a  man  there  at  breakfast  with  the  Prin- 
cess ;  or  that  there  was  a  great  to  do  about  it,  and  that 
M.  Wilson  was  sworn  to  secrecy,  and  threatened  to 
be  turned  away,  if  she  divulged  whatshe  had  seen." 
This  part  of  her  examination  your  Majesty  will 
perceive,  must  have  been  called  from  her,  by  some 
precise  question,  addressed  to  her,  with  respeqt  to 
a  supposed  communication  from  her  to  Mr.  Cofe. 
In  Mr.  Cole's  examination,  there  is  not  one  word 
upon  the  subject  of  it.    In  his  original  declaration, 
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however  there  is ;  and  there*  your  Majesty  will  per- 
ceive, that  he  affirms  the  fact  of  her  having  repor- 
ted to  him  Mary  Wilson's  declaration,  in  the  very 
same  words  in  which  Fanny  Lloyd  denies  it,  and  it 
is  therefore  evident  that  the  Commissioners/  in 
putting  this  question  to  Fanny  Lloyd,  must  have 
put  it  to  her  from  Cole's  declaration.     She  posi- 
tively denies  the  fact ;  there  is  then  a  flat  and  pre- 
cisecontradiction,  between  the  examination  of  Fan^ 
ny  Lloyd  and  the  original  statement  of  Mr.  Cole. 
It  is  therefore  impossible  that  they  both  can  have 
spoken  true.     The  Commissioners,  for  some  rea- 
son, don^t  examine  Cole  to  this  point  at  all ;  don't 
endeavour  to  trade  out  this  story ;  if  they  had,  they  ^ 
must  have  dicovered  which  of  these    witnesses 
spoke  the  truth;  but  they  leave  this  contradiction, 
not  only  unexplained,  but  uninquired  after,  and  in 
that  state,  report  both  these  witnesses.  Cole  and 
Fanny  Lloydy  who  thus  speak  to  the  two  sides  of 
a  contradiction,  and  who  therefore  cannot  by  pos- 
sibility both  speak  truth,  as  witnesses  who  cannot 
be  suspected  of  partiality,  whose  credit  they  see 
no  reason  to  question,  and  whose  story  must  be 
believed  till  contradicted. 

But  what  is,if  possible,still  more  extraordinary, this 
supposed  communication  from  F.  Lloyd  to  Cole,  as 
your  Majesty  observes^  relates  to  something  which 
M.Wilson  is  supposed  to  have  seen  and  to  have  said; 
yet  though  M.Wilson  appears  herself  to  have  been 
examined  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  same  day 
Svith  Fanny  Lloyd,  in  the  copy  of  her  examination^ 
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as  delivered  to  me^  there  is  no  trace  of  any  question 
relating  to  this  declaration  having  been  put  to  her. 
And  I  have  not  less  reason,  to  lament,  than  to  be 
surprised,  that  it  did  not  occur  to  the  Commissio- 
ners to  9ee  the  necessity  of  following  this  Inquiry 
still  further.     For,  if  properly  pursued,  it  would 
have  demonstrated  two  things,  both  very  important 
tobe  kept  in  mind  in  the  whole  of  this  consideratiou. 
First,  how  hearsay  representations  of  this  kind,  ari- 
sing out  ot  little  or  nothing,  become  magnified  and 
exaggerated  by  the  circulation  of  pn^udiced,  oir 
malicious  reporters;  and.  Secondly,'  it  would  have 
*^ewn  the  industry  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bidgood,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Cole,  in  collecting  information  in  sup- 
port  of  Lady  Douglas's  statement,  and  in  impro- 
ving what  they  collected  by  their  false  colourings^ 
and  malicious  additions  to  it.    They  would  have 
^und  a  story  in  Mrs.  BidgoodVl^  declaration,  as 
wdl  as  in  her  husband's*}*  (who  relates  it  las  having 
heard  it  from  his  wife,)  which  is  evidently  the  same 
as  that  which  W.  Cole's  declaration  coninins.    For 
the    Btdgoods'    declarations    state,    that  Fanny 
Lloyd  told  Mrs.  Bidgood  that  Mary  Wilson  had 
gone  into  the   Princess's    bed    room,    and   had 
found  her  Royal  Highness  and  Sir  Sidney  in  the 
inoat  criminal  situation ;  that  she  had  left  the  room, 
and  was  so  shocked,  that  she  fainted  away  at  the 
door.      Here  then  are  Mrs.  Bidgood,  and  Mr. 
t^ole,  both  declaring  what  they  had  heard  Fanny 
Lloyd  9ay,  and  Fanny  Lloyd  denying  it.  How  ex* 
trac^ihaty  is  it  that  they  were  not  all  confronted! 
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and  your  Majesty  will  see  presently  how  much  it 
is.  to  be  lamented  that  they  were  not.  For,  fron>. 
Fanny  Lloyd's  original  declaration,  jt  appears  that 
the  truth  would  have  come  out.  As  she  there, 
states  that,*  "To  the  best  of  her  knowledge  Mary. 
Wilson  said,  that  she  had  seen  the  Princess  and  Sir 

1 

Sidney  in  the  Blue  Room^  but  never  heard  Mary 
Wilgon  say  she  was  so  alarmed  as^  to  be  in  a  fit.'* 
If  then,  on  confronting  Fatiny  Lloyd  with  Mi-s^ 
Bidgood  and  Mr.  Cole,  the  Commissioners.  hadL 
found  Fanny  Lloyd's  story  to.  be  what  she  related 
before,  and  had  then  put  the  question  to  Mary 
Wilson,  and  had  heard  from  her  what  it  really  was 
which  she  had  seen  and  related  to  Fanny  Lloyd, 
they  coyld  not  have  been  at  a  loss  to  have  disco* 
vered  which  of  these  witnesses  told  the  truths  ^ 
They  would  have  found,  I  am  perfectly  confident, 
that  all  that  Mary  Wilson  ever  could  have  told 
Fanny  Lloyd,  was  that  she  had  seen  Sir  Sidney 
and  myself  in  the  Blue  Room,  and  they  would  then 
have  had  to  refer  to  the  malicious;  and  confederated 
inventions  of  the  Bidgoods  and  Mr.  Cole,  for  the^ 
conversion  of  the  Blue  Room,  into  the  bed-room.; 
for  the  vile  slander  of  \yhat  M.  Wilson  was  sup* 
posed  to  have  seen,  and'for  the  violent  eflPect  which 
thi3  scene  had  upon  her.     I  say  their  conftdtratfid; 
inventions^  as  it  Is  impossible  to  suppose  that  they 
could  have  been  concerned  in  inventing  the  same 
additions  to  Fanny  .Lloyd*s  story,  unless  they  had 
communicated  together  upon  it.     And  wh^they 
had  once  found  Mrs.  Bidgood  and  Mr*  Cole,  thus 

•  Appendix  (B.)  p.  107. 


157 

conspiring  together,  they  would  have  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  connecling  them  both  in  the  same  conspi- 
racy with  Sir  John  Douglas,  by  shewing  how 
connected  Cole  was  with  Sir  John  Douglas,  and 
how  acquainted  with  his  proceedings,  in  collecting 
the  evidence  which  was  to  support  Lady  Douglas's 
declaration. 

For,  by  referring  to  Mr.  Cole's  declaration,  made 
on  the  23rd  of  February,*  they  would  have  seen 
that  Mr,  Cole,  in  explaining  some  observation 
about  Sir  Sidney's  supposed  possession  of  a  key  to 
the  garden  door,  says  that  it  was  what  "  Mr.  Lam^ 
f  ^  pert,  the  servant  of  Sir  John  Douglas,  mentioned 
^^  at  Cheltenham  to  Sir  John  Douglas  and  Mr* 
*'  Lowten." — ^How  should  Mr.  Cole  know  that  Sir 
John  Douglas  and  Mr.  Lowten  had  been  down  to* 
Cheltenham,  to  collect  evidence  from  this  old  ser-» 
vant  of  Sir  John  Douglas's?  How  should  he 
have  known  what  that  evidence  was,  unless  he 
had  either  accompanied  them  himself,  or  at  least 
had  had  such  a  communication  either  with  Sir  John 
Douglas^  or  Mr.  Lowten,  as  it  nev^coqld  have 
occurred  to  any  of  them  to  have  made  to  Mr.  Cole, 
unless,  instead  of  being  a  mere  witness,  he,  were  a 
party  to  this  accusation  ?  But  whether  they  ha4 
convinced  themselves,  that  Fanny  Lloyd  spoke 
true,  and  Cole  and  Mrs.  Bidgood  falsely ;  or  whe- 
ther they  had  convinced  themselves  of  the  reverse, 
it  could  not  have  been  possible,  that  they  both 
cold  have  sppken  tb?  truth ;  and,  consequently, 
the  Commissioners  could  never  have  reported  the 
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reracity  of  both  to  be  free  from  suspicion^  and  de- 
serving of  credit. 

There  only  remains  that  I  should  make  a  fevr 
observations,  on  what  appears  in  the  examinations 
relative  to  Mr.  Hood  (now  Lord  Hood,)  Mr. 
Chester,  and  Captain  Moore.  And  I  really  should 
not  have  thought  a  single  observation  necessary 
wpon  either  of  them,  except  that  what  refers  to 
them  is  stated  in  the  examinations  of  Mrs.  Lisle. 
With  respect  to  Lord  Hood  it  is  as  follows : 
*"I  was  at  Catherington  with  the  Princess, — 
^  remember  Mr.  (now  Lord  Hood)  there,  and  the 
•^  Princess  going  out  airing  with  him,  alone,  in 
*^  Mr.  Hood's  little  whiskey ;— and  his  servant  was 
*^  with  them  ;  Mr.  Hood  drove,  and  staid  out  two 
^  or  three  times ; — ^more  than  once,  three  or  four 

•*  times.  Mr.  Hood  dined  with  us  several  times;— 

«■     -  ■      • 

'*  once  or  twice  he  slept  in  a  house  in  the  garden ; 
'^  she  appeared  to  pay  no  attention  to  him,  but 
'^  that  of  common  civility  to  an  intimate  acquaiu- 
"  tance,**  Now  Sire,  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that 
I  drove  out  several  times  with  Lord  Hood  in  his 
onp  horse  ohaise,  and  some  few  times,  twice  I  be- 
lieve  at  most,  without  any  of  my  servants  attend- 
ing  us ;  and  considering  the  time  pf  life,  and  the 
respectable  character  of  my  Lord  Hood,  I  never 
should  have  conceived  that  I  incurred  the  least 
danger  to  my  reputation  in  so  doing.  If  indeed  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  into 
instances  of  my  conduct,  in  which  they  may  con* 
ceive  it  to  have  been  less  reserved  and  dignified^ 
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than  what  would  properly  become  the  exalted  sta* 
tion  which  I  hold  in  your  Majesty's  Royal  Family^ 
it  is  possible  that,  in  the  opinions  of  some,  these 
drives  with  my  Lord  Hood  were  not  consistent 
with  that  station  ;  and  that  they  were  particularly 
improper  in  those  instances  in  which  we  were  not 
attended  by  more  servants,  or  any  servants  of  my 
own.  Upon  this  I  have  only  to.  observe,  that  these 
instances  occurred  after  I  had  received  the  news 
of  the  lamented  death  of  your  Majesty's  brother, 
t]:ie  Duke  of  IGfloucester.  I  was  at  that  time  down 
by  the  sea  side  for  my  health.  I  did  not  like  to 
forego  the  advantage  of  air  and  exercise  for  the 
short  remainder  of  the  time  which  I  had  to  stay 
tliere ;  and  I  purposely  chose  to  go  out,  not  in  Vay 
own  carriage,  and  unattended,  that  I  might  not  be 
seen  and  known,  to  be  driving  about  (myself  and 
Boiy  attendants  out  of  mourning)  white  his  Royal 
Highness  was  known  to  have  been  so  recently  dead. 
This  statement,  however,  is  all  that  I  have  to  make 
upon  my  part  of  the  case,  and  whatever  indecorum 
or  impropriety  of  behaviour  the  Commissioners 
have  fixed  upon  me  by  this  circumstance,  it  must 
remain ;  for  I  cannot  deny  the  truth  of  the  fact,  and 
have  only  the  above  explanation  to  offer  of  it,.  As 
to  what  Mrs.  Lisle's  examination  contains  with 
respect  to  Mr,  Chester  and  Captain  Moore,  it  is 
so  connected,  that  I  must  trouble  your  Majesty 
with  the  statement  of  it  altogether. 

*^^  I  wafr  with  her  Royal  Highness  at  Lady 
Sheffield'sat  Christmas  in  Sussex ; — I  inquired  what 
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company  was  there  when  I  came,— she  said,  onljr 
Mr.  John  Chester,  who  was  there  by  her  Royal 
Htghn^8*8  orders ;  that  she  could  get  no  other 
company  to  meet  her,  on  account  of  the  roads,  and 
the  season  of  the  year.    He  dined  and  slept  theref 
that  night ;  the  next  day  other  company  came,  Mr. 
Chester  remained.    I  heard  Her  Royal  Highness 
say  she  had  been  ill  in  the  night,  and  came  out  for 
a  light,  and  lighted  her  candle  in  her  servant's 
room.     I  returned  from  Sheffield-place  to  Black- 
heath  with  the .  Princess  ;  Captain  Moore  dined 
there ;  I  left  bioi  and  the  Princess  twice  alon^,  for 
a'  short  time ;  he  might  be  alone  half  an  hour  with 
her  in  the  room  below,  in  which  we  had  been 
sitting.     I  went  to  look  for  a  book  to  complete  a 
set   her    Royal   Highness   was    lending    Captain 
Moore.     She  made  him  a  present  of  an  inkstand, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection.     He  was  there  one 
morning  in    January  last,  on  the  Princess  Char-, 
lotte's  birth-day ;  be  went  away  before  .the  rest  of 
the  company.     1  might  be  about  twenty  minutes 
the  second  time  I  was  away,  the  night  Captain 
Moore  was  there.     At  Lady  SheflBeld's,  her  Royal 
Highness  paid  more  attention  to  Mr.  Chester  than 
to  the  rest  of  the  company.     I  know  of  her  Royal 
Highness  walking   out    alone,    twice,  with  Mr. 
Chester  in  the  morning  alone ;  onoe,  a  short  time: 
it  rained,  the  other  not  an  hour,  not  long.     Mr. 
Chester  is  a  pi-etty  young  man  ;  her  attentions  to., 
him  werie  not  uncommon ;  not  tliesameas  to  Cap-^ 
tain  Manbyj**    ;-    .  . 
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And  Arsi,  Sirej  as  to  what  relates  to  Mr.  Ckes* 
ten  If  there  is  any  imputation  to  be  east  upod 
my  character  by  what  passed  at  Sheffield  Hace 
with  Mr.  Chester^  (and  by  the  Commissionera 
returning  k>  examine  Mrs.  Lisle  npom  my  atten^ 
tion  to  Mr,  Chester  i^y  walkiiig  out  with  him, 
and  above  all  ^^  as  to  bis  being  a  pretQr  young  man^*^ 
I  conceive  it  to  be  so  intended)  I  atfi  sune  your  Msk 
jesty  will  see  that  it  is  the  hardest  thing  imagiiiabic 
upon  me^  that,  upon  an  occurrence  which  passed  ia 
Lady  Sheffield's  house,  on  a  visit  to  her,  Lady  Sfaefr 
fiektherself  was  tiever  examined ;  ibr  if  she  hadbeen^ 
I  am  convinced  that  these  Noble  Lords,  the  Com^- 
missioners^  never  could  have  put  me  to  the  painful 
degradation  of  stating  anything  upon  this  subject 

The  statement  begins  by  Mrs.  Lisle's  inquiritig^i 
what  company  was  there }  and  Lady  Sheffield  say* 
ing  "  only  Mr.  John  Chester,  who  was  there  by  het 
Royal  HighnessVorders ;  that  she  tduld  get  no  other 
Company  on  account  of  the  roads.**  Is  not  this,  Sire^ 
left  open  to  the  inference  that  Mr.  John  Chests  was 
tfieonly  person  whohadbeen  invited  by  my  orders  > 
If  Lady  Sheffield  had  been  examined^  she  would 
have  been  able  to  have  piK>duced  the  very  letted 
in  whtdi,  in  answer  to  her  Ladyship's  request^  that 
i  would  let  tier  know  what  company  it  would  be 
agreeable  for  me  to  meet,  I  said^  '^evfery  thing  of  th^ 
name  of  North,all  the  L^ges,and  Ctie^ters^WilCaa 
and'  J6hn>  &e.  &c.,  and  Mr;  Efifett*"  Inatead 
of  ffingling^otit,  thei^forev  Mr^.  John  Chester,  I 
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incladed  him  in  the  enumeration  which  I  madd  of 
the  near  relations  of  Lady  Sheffield ;  ^and  your  Ma-* 
jesty  from  this  alone  cannot  £atil  to  see  how  ialse  a 
coloui^^  even  a  true  &ct  can  assume,  if  it  be  not 
suffieientJy  inquired  into  and  explained. 

As  to  the  circumstance  of  my  having  been  takeii 
ill  in  the  night,  being  obliged  to  getup,  and  light 
my  candle ;  why  this  fact  should  be  recorded,  I  am 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  AU  the  circum-* 
stances  however  respecting  it,  connected  very 
much  as  they  are  with  the  particular  disposition  of 
Lady  Sheffield's  house,  would  have  been  fully  ex- 
plained>  if  thought  material  to  have  been  inquired 
bfter,  by  Lady  Sheffield  herself;  and  I  should  have 
been  relieved. from  the  painful  degradation  of  al* 
luding  at  all  to  a  circumstance,  which  X  could  not 
farther  detail,  without  a  degree  of  indelicacy ;  and 
•as  I  CSLnn6t  possibly  suppose  such  a  detail  can 
•be  necessary  for  my  defence,  it  would,  especially 
in  addressing  your  Majesty,  be  wholly  inexcusable* 
With  respect  to  the  attention  which  I  paid  to  Mr» 
Chester,  and  my  walking  out  twice  alone  with  him 
for  a  shprt  time^  I  know  not  how  to  notice  it.  At 
this  distance  of  time  I  am  not  certain  that  I  can^ 
jwith  perfect  accuracy,  account  for  the  circumstance. 
It  appears,  to.  have  been  a  rainy  morifting ;  it  was  on 
the .  27th  or  2i8^th ,  of  December ;  and  wJbether^^ 
wishing  to  takie  a  walk,  T  did  not  desire  Lady 
Sheffield,  or  Mrs.  Liale,.  or  any  Lady,  to  accom* 
pany  me  in  doing  iiirhat^  in  such  a  oioming,  X 
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migfit^think  might  be  disagreeahle  ^to  them^    I 
Teally  eatinot  precisely  state  to  your  Majesty. 

But  here  again,  perhaps,  in  the  judgment  of 
«om^  perso^fs,  fjmy  be  ^n  instance  of  femiliaritjr 
«rhicb  wa3  not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
Prince9$  of  Wales  ;  jbut  surely  pr^udice  against  me 
and  my  character  must  exceed  all  natural  bounds 
in  those  minds  in  which  any  inference  of  crime,  or 
moral  depravity,  can  be  drawn  from  such  a  feet. 
As  to  Captain  Moor^,  it  seems  he  was  left  alone 
with  me,  and  twice  in  ope  afternoon  by  Mrs. 
Lisle  ;  he  was  alone  with  me  half  an  hour.  The 
£rst  time  Mrs.  Lisle  left  us,  her  examination  s^iys^ 
it  was  to  look  for  a  bo<^  which  I  wished  to  lend  to 
Captain  Mo5re.  How  long  she  was  absent  on  that 
fK!casion  she  is  not  asked,  but  it  could  have  beea 
but  ten  minutes^as  shie  appears  to  have  been  absent 
twenty  minutes  the  second  tinie.  The  Commis- 
sioners, though  they  particularly  retqm  to  the  In- 
-quiry  with  respect  to  the  length  of  time  of  her  se- 
cond  absence,  did  not  require  h^r  to  tell  them  the 
occasion  of  it ;  if  they  had,  she  would  have  told 
them,  that  it  was  in  search  of  the  same  book  ;-*-that 
having  on  the  first  occasion  look^  for  it  in  the 
dra«vifig-room,  she  went  afterwards  to  see  for  it  in 
Mrs.  Fitzgerakl'S  ix)opi.-*-*But  I  made  him  a  present 
of  an  inkstand.  I  hope  your  Majesty  will  not 
think  I  am  trifling  w^th  your  patience  when  I  take 
notice  of  aich  t^fles.  But  it  is  of  such  trifles  as 
these,  that  .the  evidence  consists,  when  it  is  the  ^i- 
lience  o^  respectable  witnesses  speaking  to  facts^ 
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Itnd  jcortfeqaently  speaking  only  the  t>^fc».,.  Cap- 
tain Moore  had  conferred  on  vof'  what  I  felt  as  a 
coosideriible  oblige  ion.  My  joother  is  very  par- 
tial to  the  late  Doctor  Moore  s  writinga. .  Captain 
Moore,  as  your  Majesty  knows,  is  his  son,  a»d  he 
.f»fomtsed  to  1ei4  me,  for  the  purpose  of  sendtDig  it 
4o  my  mother,  a  inanoscript  of  an  unpuhli^hed 
•ffork  of  jthe  Doctor's.  In  return  for  tbia  eiviiity  I 
jb^ged  his  eoeeptanoe  of  a  trifling  present. 
:  There  is  one  cirownstanci?^  alluded  to  in  tbeae 
jaMfiinitvMs,  which  I  know  not  bow  to  notice, 
iui^i  yet  feel  it  ianpossible  to  omit*^I  im an  vwhat 
jBespeqta  cert^iiii  anonympas  pa^ra,  or  letteni, 
warked  A*  B.  Nid  C  t|3  whioh  Lord  Ciiobnoiide- 
ley  ai|qp9»rs  to  hikve  been  eKWiitted^  upon  the  sui>* 
ippeiltion  of  their  being  nay  hand-writiag^  A  le^ 
it»r,  iqarked  A.  8ip|»ears^  by  Uie  examination  of 
iJbdy  Doi^s,  tp  hafe  been,  produoed  by  ber; 
imd  the  two  papers^  Bdacload  B^  atid.  ai  cover,  marked 
C.  apjipear  t^  hv^  been  pit>dueed  by  Sir  John. 
These  pap^is  I  h»v^  n^veri^ea;  but  I  collect  tbesa 
ti^  be  th^  mm  ^s  are  alluded  tl9  in  l^i^y  Do«(g)a$'s 
or^iniil  DecUmtiod^  wd»  from  her  r^esentatioA 
^  tberti,  they  are  most  inlaBOOMs  pioduction& 
From  the  stile  and  language  of  the  letter^  she  myB^ 
Sir  iokn  Douglas/  6ir  Sidney  Snsith,  and  henael^ 
would  haw  no  maimer  ^  hesitation  kk  swreariof 
point  blank  (ior  that  is  her  phrase)  to  Amit  being 
ifi  iny  faand-writtng ;  and  it  seems,  ^oooi  tfaeatatef 
xQcnt  of  Hi«  Boyal  Highfim  the  Dtdce  of  Kenl^ 
1^  Sir  SidQ0y  S^stb  had  befln  iaaposcd  «po»  te 
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.bdieve,  that  t^ose  letters  apd  papers  were  really 
written  and  sent  to  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  by 
j»e.  I  cannot  help,  however,  remarking  to  Your 
Majesty,  tliat,  though  Sir  Jphn  and  Li^y  Douglas 
produce  these  papers,  and  mark  them,  yet  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  swears  to  then-  belief  of  ray 
-htahd-Jwriting ;  it  does  not,  indeed,  appear^  that 
Ih^y  were  asked  the  qnestion ;  and  when  it  once  oc- 
curred to  the  Commissioners  to  be  nwterial  to  in- 
,quire  whose  band-writing  these  papers  were,I  should 
Jiavebeen  much  surprised  at  their  not  applyingto  Sir 
John  and  Lady  Douglas  to  swear  it,  as  in  their  ori- 
ginal Declaration  they  offer  to  do,  if  it  had  not  been 
.that,  fey  that  time,  I  suppose,  the  Commissioners 
•had  satisfied  themselves  of  thetrue  Valueof  Sir  John 

-and  Lady  Douglas'soatbs^andthereforedidnotthink 
it  worth  wtiile  to  ask  them  any  further  questions. 

Hi«  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  as 
appears  by  his  ttarrative,t  was  convinced,  by  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  that  these  letters  came  fironi 
me.  His  Roynl  Highness  had  been  applied  to  by 
<me,  in  consequence  of  my  having  received  a  for- 
mal -note  from  Sir  John,  Lady  Douglas,  and 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  requesting  an  audience  im- 
mediately  ;  this  was  soon  after  my  having  desired 
to  «ee  no  tnore  of  Lady  Douglas.  1  conceived, 
therefore,  the  audience  was  required  for  the  pur- 
pose of  remonstrance,  and  explanation  upon  thfs 
circumstance,  and  as  I  ttas  determined  not  to  alter 
tny  resolution,  nor  admit  of  any  discussion  upon  it, 
I  requested  His  Royal  Highness,  who  happetted 

♦  Appendix,  (B)  No.  ?• 
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to  be  acquainted  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  to  try  to 
prevent  my  having  any  further  trouble  upon  the 
subject.  His  Royal  Highness  saw  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  and  being  impressed  by  him  with  the  be* 
lief  of  Lady  Douglas's  story,  that  1  was  the  author 
pf  these  anonymous  letters,  he  did  that  which  na* 
turally  became  him,  und^er  such  belief ;  he  endea- 
youred,  for  the  peace  of  Your  Majesty,  and  the 
honour  pt  the  Royal  Family,  to  keep  from  the 
knowledgie  pf  the  ^orld,  what,  if  it  had  been  true, 
would  have  justly  rejected  such  infinite  disgrace, 
upon  me ;  and,  it  seems,  from  the  narrative  that 
Jie  procured,  through  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  Sir  John 
Pouglas's  assurance  th^t  he  would,  under  existing 
circumstances,  remain  quiet,  if  left  unmolested. 
f^  This  result  (His  Royal  Highness  says)  he  com- 
municated to  me  the  following  day-,  and  I  seemed 
satisfied,  with  it.'*  And  undoubtedly,  as  he  Qnly 
communicated  the  result  tp  me,  I  coukl  not  b^ 
otherwise  thap  satisfied ;  for  as  all  that  I  wanted 
was,  not  to  be  ol^ilig^d  tp  see  Sir  John  ^nfl  Lady 
Pouglas,  and  not  to  be  troubled  by  them  any  mpre^ 
the  result  of  His  Royal  Qighness's  interference^ 
thicough  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  was  to  procure  me  all 
that  I  wanted.  I  do  not  wonder  that  His  Royal 
Highness  did  not  mentioi^  |x>  me  the  particulars  of 
these  infambus  letters  apd  drawings,  which  wer^ 
ascribed  to  me  ;  for,  as  l9ng;  as  he  believed  they 
were  mine,  undoubtecjly  it  was  a  subject  which  Iji^ 
ipusl  have  wished  to  avoid;  but  I  lament,  as  ip 
happens,  that  he  did  no(,  a^  I  should  have  satisfied 
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him,  as  far,  at  leasts  as  any  assertions  of  mine 
could  have  satisfied  him,  by  declattfig;  to  him,  as  I 
do  now  most  solemnly,  that  the  letter  is  not  mine, 
and  that  I  know  notliing  whatever  of  the  contents 
of  it,  or  of  the  other  papers ;  and,  I  trust,  that  Hi^ 
Boyal  Highness,  and  every  one  else  who  may  have 
taken  up  any  &lse  impression  concerning  them  to 
my  prejudice,  from  the  assertioaof  Sir  John  and 
Lady  Douglas,  will,  upon  my  assertion,  anci  the 
evidence  of  Lord  Cholmondeley,  remove  from 
their  minds  this  calumnious  falsehood,  which,  with 
many  others,  the  malice  of  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Douglas  has  endeavoured  to  fastea  upon  me. 

To  all  these  papers  Lady  Douglas  states,  in  her 
Declaration,  that,  not  only  herself  and  Sir  John 
Douglas,  but  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  would  have  no  he- 
sitation in  swearing  to  be  in  my  hand-writing. — 
What  says  Lord  Cholmondeley  ?* — "  that  he  is 
perfectly  acquainted  with  my  manner  of  writing. 
.Letter  A.  is  not  of  my  hand- writing ;  that  the  two 
papers  marked  B^ appear  to  be  wrote  in  a  disguised 
hand ;  that  some  of  the  letters  in  them  remarkably 
resemble  mine,  but,  because  of  the  disguise,  he 
cannot  say  whether  they  are  or  not;  as  to  the 
cover  marked  C.  he  did  not  see  the  same  resem- 
blance/* Of  t  hese  four  papers  (all  of  wh  ich  are  stated 
by  Lady  Douglas  to  be  so  clearly  and  plainly  mine, 
that  there  can  be  no  hesitation  upon  the  subject), 
twa  bear  no  resemblance  to  it,  and  although  the 
other  two,  written  in  a  disguised  hand,  have  some 
ktters  remarkably  resembling  mine,,  yet,  I  trusty 

♦  Appendix  (A)  p.  47. 
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t  shait  not,  upon  such  evidence,  be  subjected  to  <S4> 
haae  ii\  imputation ;  and  really,  Sire^  I  know  not 
hov^  to  account  for  the  Cbmmkstoners  examining 
and  reporting  upon  this  subject  in  this  manner.  For 
I  understand  from  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,    that  these 
drawings  were   produced    by  the  Commissionens 
to  her;  and  that  she  was    examined  as  to  heir 
knowledge  of  them,  and  as  to  the  baad--writing 
tipbn  them  ;  that  she  was  satisfied,  and  swore  th^ 
they  were  not  my  hand-writing,  and'that  she  knew 
nothing  of  them,  and  did  not  believe  they  couM 
possibly  come  from  any  lady  in  my  house.  .  Shfe 
was  shown  the  seal  also,  which  Lady  DougWs,  in 
her  Declaration,  says,  was  the  "  identical  one  with 
*^  which  I  had  summoned  Sir  John  Douglas  to 
•'luncheon."     To  this  seal,  though  it  so  mutch 
resembled  one  that  belonged  to  herself,  as  to  make 
her  hesitate  till  she  had  particularly  observed  it ; 
she  was  at  last  as  positive  as  to  the  hand-writing  ; 
and  having  expressed  herself  with  some  feeling  and 
indignation, at  the  supposition,  that  either  1,  hei^ 
self,  or  any  of  my  ladies,  could  be  guilty  of  so  foiri 
a  transaction,    the  Commissioners  tell-  her,  they 
were  satisfied,  and  believed  her  ;  and  there  is  not 
one  word  of  all  this  related  in  her  examinati6n.--*- 
Now,  if  their  Lordships  were  satisfied  frotti  this,  or 
any  other  circumstance,  that  these  letters  were  not 
my  writing,  and  did  not  come  from  nie,  I  can  ae*- 
count  Ibr  their  not  preserving  any  trace  of  Mry. 
Fitzgerald's  evidence  on  this  point,  and  leaving  it 
out    of   their   Inquiry   altogether ;   but,  if  they 
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thought  proper  to  preserve  any  evidence  upon  it,^ 
to  make  it  the.subject  of  any  examination  ;  surely 
they  should  not  have  left  it  on  Lord  Cholmonde- 
ley's  alone ;  but  I  ought  to  have  had  the  benefit  of 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald's  evidence  also.  But^  as  I  said  be- 
fore, they  take  no  notice  of  her  evidence ;  nay,  they 
finish  they  Report,  they  execute  it  according  to  the 
date  it  bears,  upon  the  14th  of  July,  and  it  is  not 
until  two  days  afterwards,  namely,  on  the  l6tl^, 
that  they  examine  Lord  Cholmoodeley  to  the 
hand-writing — ^with  what  view  and  for  what  pur- 
pose, 1  cannot  even  surmise :  but  with  whatever 
view,  and  for  whatever  purpose,  if  these  letters  are 
at  all  to  be  alluded  to  in  their  Report,  or  the  exa- 
minations accompanying  it,  surely  I  ought  to  have 
had  the  benefit  of  the  other  evidence,  which  dis«* 
proved  my  connection  with  them. 

I  have  now.  Sire,  gone  through  all  the  matters 
contained  in  the  examination,  on  which  I  think  it, 
in  any  degree,  necessary,  to  trouble  your  Majesty, 
*with  any  observations. — For  as  to  the  examination 
of  Mrs.  Townley  the  washerwoman,  if  it  applies  at 
all,  it  must  have  been  intended  to  have  afibrded 
evidence  of  my  pregnancy  and  miscarriage,— »And 
whether  the  circumstance  she  speaks  to  was  occa^ 
Bioned  by  my  having  been  bled  with  leeches,  or 
whether  an  actual  miscarriage  did  take  place  in  my 
family,  and  by  som6  means  linen  belonging  to  me 
was  procured  and  used  upon  the  occasion ;  or  to 
whatever  other  circumstance  it  ib  to  be  ascribed, 


after  the  manner  in  which  the  Commissioners  have 
expressed  their  opinion^  on  the  part  of  the  case  re- 
specting my  supposed  pregnancy,  and  after  the 
evidence  on  which  they  formed  their  opinion,  I  do 
not  conceive  myself  called  upon  to  say  any  thing 
upon  it;  or  that  any  thing  I  could  say  could  be 
more  satisfactory  than  repeating  the  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners,  as  stated  in  their  Report,  viz. 
*^  That  nothing  had  appeared  to  them  which  would 
\varrint  the  belief  that  I  was  pregnant  in  that  year, 
(1802,)  or  at  any  other  period  within  the  compass 
oT  their  Inquiries — that  they  would  not  be  warrant- 
ed in  expressing  any  doubt  respecting  the  alleged 
pregnancy  of  the  Princess,  as  stated  in  the  original 
cleclarations,  a  fact  so  fully  contradicted,  and  by  so 
many  witnessies,  to  whom,  if  true,  it  must  in  vari- 
ous ways  have  been  "known,  that  we  cannot  think 
it  entitled  to  the  smallest  credit." 

There  are  indeed,  some  other  matters  mentioned 
in  the  original  declarations,  which  1  might  have 
found  it  necessary  to  observe  upon  ;  but  as  the 
Commissioners  do  not  appear  to  have  entered  into 
any  examination  with  respect  to  them,  I  content 
myself  with  thiiiking  that  they  had  found  the  means 
of  satisfying  themselves  of  the  utter  falsehood  o'f 
those  particulars,  arid  therefore  that  they  can  re- 
quire no  contradiction  or  observation  from  me. 

On  the  declarations,  therefore,  and  the  evidence, 
I  have  nothing  further  to  remark.     And,  consct-- 
ous  of  the  length  at  v^^hidh  I  have  trespassed  on 
;y our  Majesty's  patience^  I  will  forbear  to  waste 
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your  time  by  any  endeavour  to  recapitulate  what  T 
have  said.  Some  few  observations,  however,  be-' 
fore  r  conclude,  I  must  hope  to  be  permitted  to 
subjoin. 

In  many  of  the  observations  which  I  have  made^ 
your  Majesty  will  observe  that  I  have  noticed  what 
have  appeared  to  me  to  be  great  omissions  on  the 
part  of  the  Commissioners,  in  the  manner  of  taking 
their  examinations  ;  in  forbearing  to  put  any  ques- 
tions to  the  witnesses,  in  the  nature  of  a  cross-ex- 
amination of  them; — to  confront  them  with  each 
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other;  and  to  call  other  witnesses,  whose  testimony 
must  either  have  confirmed  or  falsified,  in  impor- 
tant particulars,   the  examinations  as  they  have 
taken  them.  It  may  perhaps  occur,  in  consequence 
of  such  observations,  that  I  am  desirous  that  this 
Inquiry  should  be  opened  again  ;  that  the  Commis- 
sioners should  recommence  their  labours,  and  that 
they  should  proceed  to  supply  the  defects  in  their 
previous  examinations,  by  a  fuller  execution  of 
tbeir  duty. — I  therefore  think  it  necessary,  most 
distinctly  and  emphatically  to  state,  that  I  have  no 
such  meaning ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  risk  that 
I  may  incur  of  being  charged  with  betraying  a  con- 
sciousness of  guilt,  by  thus  flying  from  an  exten- 
sion or  repetition  of  this  Inquiry,  1  must  distinctly 
state,  thatsoiar  from  requesting  the  revival  of  it, 
1  humbly  request  your  Majesty  would  be  gracious- 
Ip  pleased  to  understand  me  as  remonstrating,  arid 
protesting  against  it,  in  the  strongest  and  most  so* 
lemn  manner  in  my  power. 
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« 

I  amyfet  to  learn  thclegalityof  suchaCominission 
to  inquire,  even  in  the  case  of  High  Ti'eason,  or 
any  other  crime  knon^  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 
If  it  is  lawful  in  the  case  of  High  Treason,  supposed 
to  be  cammitted  by  me,  surely  it  must  be  lawful 
also  in  the  case  of  High  Treason  supposed  to  be 
committed  by  other  subjects  of  your  Majesty. 

That  there  is  much  objection  to  it,  in  reason  and 
principle,  my  understanding  assures  me.  That  such 
Inquiries,  carried  on  upon  ex  parte  examination,  and 
a  Report  of  the  result  by  persons  of  high  authority^ 
may,  nay  must,  have  a  tendency  to  prejudice  the 
character  of  the  parties  who  are  exposed  to  them, 
and  thereby  influence  the  further  proceedings  in 
their  case ; — that  are  calculated  to  keep  back  from 
notice,  and  in  security,  the  person  of  a  false  accuser, 
and  to  leave  the  accused  in  the  predicament  of  nei* 
ther  being  able  to  look  forward  for  protection  to  an 
acquittal  of  himself,  nor.  for  redress  to  the  convic- 
tion of  his  accuser. — ^That  these  and  many  other 
objections  occur  to  such  a  mode  of  proceeding,  in 
the  case  of  a  crime  known  to  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try,  appears  to  be  quite  obvious. — But  if  Com- 
missioners acting  under  such  a  power,  or  your  Ma* 
jesty's  Privy-Council,  or  any  regular  Magistrates, 
^hen  they  have  satisfied  themselves  of  the  falsehood 
of  the  principal  charge,  and  the  absence  of  all  le- 
gal and  substantive  offence,  are  to  be  considered  as 
empowered  to  proceed  in  the  examination  of  the 
particulars  of  private  life ;  to  report  upon  the  pro- 
prieties of  domestic  conduct ;  and  the  decorums  of 
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private  behaviour^  and  to  pronounce  their  opinion 
against  the  party,  upon  the  evidence  of  dissatisfied 
servants,  whose  veracity  they  are  to  hold  up  as  un* 
impeachable,  and  to  do  this  without  permitting  the 
persons  whose  conduct  is  inquired  into,  to  suggest 
one  word  in  explanation  or  contradiction  of  the 
matter  with  which  they  are  charged  ;  it  would,  I 
submit  to  your  Majesty,  prove  such  an  attack  up- 
^n  the  security  and  confidence  of  domestic  life, 
such  a  means  of  recording,  under  the  sanction  of 
great  names  and  high  authority,  the  most  malicious, 
and  foulest  imputations,  that  no  character  could 
possibly  be  secure ;  und  vvrould  do  more  to  break  in 
upon  and  undermine  the  happiness  and  comfort  of 
life,  than  any  proceeding  which  could  be  imagined. 
The  public  in  general  perhaps  may  feel  not 
much  interest  in  the  establishment  of  such  a  pi'e^ 
cedent  in  my  case.     They  may  think  it  to  be  a 
course  of  proceeding  scarcely  applicable  to  any  pri- 
vate subject ;  yet,  if  once  suqh  a  court  of  honour, 
of  decency,  and  of  tnanners,  was  established,  many 
subjects  might  occur  to  which  it  might  be  thought 
advisable  to  extend  its  jurisdiction,  beyond  the  in- 
stance of  a  Princess  of  Wales.     But  should  it  be 
intended  to  be  confined  to  me,  your  Majesty,  I 
trust,  will  not  be  surprised  to  find  that  it  does  not 
reconcile  me  the  better  to  it,  should  I  learn  myself 
to  be  the  single  instance  in  your  kingdom,  who  h 
exposed  to  the  scrutiny  of  so  severe  and  formida- 
ble a  tribukiaL     So  fer  therefore  from  giving  that 
.sanction  or  consent  to  ainy  fresh  Inquiry,  upon 
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similar  principles^  which  I  should  seem  to  do>  by 
requiring  the  renewal  of  these  examinations^  I  must 
protest  against  it ;  protest  against  the  nature  of  the 
proceeding,  because  its  result  cannot  he  fair.  X 
must  protest,  as  long  at  least  as  it  remains  doubtful, 
agains  the  legality  of  what  has  already  passed,  as  well 
as  against  the  legality  of  its  repetition. — If  thecourse 
be  legal,  I  must  submit  to  the  laws,  however  severe 
they  may  be.  But  I  trust  new  law  is  not  to  be 
found  out,  and  applied  to  my  case.-^-If  I  am  guilty 
of  crime,  I  know  I  am  amenable,  I  am  most  con« 
tented  to  continue  so,  to  the  impartial  laws  of  your 
Majesty's  kingdom ;  and  I  fear  no  charge  brought 
against  me,  in  open  day,  under  the  public  eye,  be- 
fore the  known  tribunals  of  the  country,  adminis-* 
teringjustice  under  those  impartial  and  enlightened 
laws.  But  Secret  tribunals,  created  for  the  first 
time  lor  me,  to  form  and  pronounce  opinions  upon 
my  conduct,  without  hearing  me;  to  record,  in  the 
evidence  of  the  witnesses  which  they  report,  im- 
tations  against  my  character  upon  ex  parte  exami^ 
nations, — ^till  I  am  better  reconciled  to  the  justice 
of  their  proceedings,  I  cannot  fail  to  fear.  And  till 
I  am  better  informed  as  to  their  legality,  I  cannot 
hil  in  duty  to  my  dearest  interests,  most  solemnly 
to  remonstrate  and  to  protest  against  them. 

If  such  tribunals  as  these  are  called  into  action 
again^tme,  by  the  falsechargesof  friends  turned  ene- 
mies, of  servants  turned  traitors,  andacting  as  spies; 
by  the  foul  conspiracy  of  such  social  and  domes* 
tic  treasoni  I  can  look  to  no  security  to  my  honour 
in  the  most  spotless  and  most  cautious  innocence. 
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By  the  contradiction  anddenial  which  in  this  case 
!  have  been  enabled  to  procure,  of  the  most  im- 
portant facts  which  have  been  sworn  against  me  by 
Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Bidgood ; — by  the  observations, 
and  the  reasonings,  which  I  have  addressed  to  your 
Majesty^,  I  am  confident,  that  to  those  whose  sense 
of  justice  will  lead  them  to  wade  through  this  long 
detail,  I  shall  have  removed  the  impressions  which 
have  been  raised  against  me. — But  how  am  I  to  in- 
sult a  patient  attention  to  all  this  statement  ?  How 
many  will  hear  that  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  one  of  your  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  St  ate,  have  reported  against 
me,  upon  evidence  which  they  have  declared  to  be 
unbiassed  and  unquestionable ;  who  will  never  have 
the  opportunity,  or  if  they  had  the  opportunity, 
might  not  have  the  inclination,  to  correct  the  error 
of  that  Report,  by  the  examinationof  my  statement, 

I  feel,  therefore,  that  by  this  proceeding,  my 
character  has  received  essential  injury.  For  a 
Princess  of  Wales  to  have  been  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion, in  which  it  was  essential  to  her  honour, to 
request  one  gentfeman  to  swear,  that  he  was  not 
Jocked  up  at  midnight  in  a  room  with  her  alone  ; 
«»d  another,  that  he  did  not  give  her  a  lascivious 
salute,  and  never  slept  in  her  house,  is  to  have  been 
actually  degraded  and  disgraced. — I  have  been, 
Sire,  placed  in  this  situation,  I  have  been  cruelly, 
your  Majesty  will  pewnit  me  to  say  so,  cruelly  de- 
graded into  tlie  necessity  of  making  such  requests. 
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A  necessity  which  I  never  could  have  been  exposed 
to,  even  under  this  Inquiry,  if  more  attention  had 
been  given  to  the  examination  of  these  malicious 
charges,  and  of  the  evidence  on  which  they  rest. 

Much  solicitude  is  felt,  and  justly  so,  as  connected 
with  this  Inquiry,  for  the  honour  of  your  Majesty's 
illustrious  Family.  But  surely  a  true  regard  to 
that  honour  should  have  restrained  those  who  really 
felt  for  it,  from  casting  such  severe  reflections  on 
the  character  and  virtue  of  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
If,  indeed,  after  the  most  diligent  and  anxious 
Inquiry,  penetrating  into  every  circumstance  con- 
nected with  the  charge,  searching  every  source 
from  which  information  could  be  derived,  and  scru- 
tinizing vyith  all  that  acuteness,  into  the  credit  and 
character  of  the  witnesses,  with  great  experience 
talent,  and  intelligence /could  bring  to  such  a  sub- 
ject; and,  above  all,  if  after  giving  me  some  op- 
portunity of  being  heard,  the  force  of  truth  had,  at 
length,  compelled  any  persons  to  form,  as  reluc- 
tantly, and  as  unwillingly  as  they  would,  against 
their  own  daughters,  the  opinion  that  has  beea 
pronounced  ;  no  regard,  unquestionably,  to  ro)'  ho- 
nour and  character,  nor  to  that  of  your  Majesty's 
Family,  as,  io'some  degree,  involved  in  mine, 
coiild  have  justified  the  suppression  of  that  opi- 
nion, if  legally  callecl  for,  in  tbe  course  of  official 
and  public  duty.  Whether  such  caution  and  re*- 
luctance  are  really  manifest  in  these  proceedings, 
I  must  leave  to  less  partial  judgments  than  mj 
own  to  determine. 


tn  the  full  examination  of  these  proceed!  njs^^ 
which  justice  to  my'own  character  has  required  of 
me,  I  have  been  compelled  to  make  many  obser- 
vations, which,  I  fear,  may  prove  oflfensive  tOvpei- 
sons  in  high  power — Your  Majesty  will  easily  be- 
lieve, when  I  solemnly  assure  you,  that  I  have  been 
deeply  sorry  to  yield  to  the  necessity  of  so  doing. 
This  proceeding  manifest*  that  I  have  enemies 
enough ;  I  could  not  wish  unnecessarily  to  increase 
their  number,  or  their  weight.  I  trust,  however, 
I  have  done  it.  I  know  it  has  been  my  purpose  to 
do  it,  in  a  manner  as  little  offensive  as  the  justice 
4ue  to  myself  would  allow  of;  but  I  have  felt  that 
\  have  be^n  deeply  inji^red  ;^  that  I  have  had  much, 
to  complain  of;  and  that  my  silence  now.would  not 
be  taken  for  forbearance,  but  would  be  ascribed  to^ 
me  as  a  confession  of  guilt.  The  Report  itself  an* 
nounced  to  me,  that  these  things,  which  had  been 
spoken  to  by  the  witnesses,  ^^  great  improprieties 
and  indecencies  of  conduct/*  **  necessarily  occa- 
sioning most  unfavourable  interpretations,  and  de- 
serving the  most  serious  consideration,'*  ^'  must  be 
credited  till  decidedly  contradicted."  The  most  sa- 
tisfactory disproof  ofthesecircurastances  (as  the  con- 
tradiction of  the  accused  is  always  received  withcau* 
tion  and  distrust)  rested  in  the  proof  of  the  foul  ma* 
lice  and  falsehood  ofmy  accusers  and  their  witnesses. 
The  Report  announced  to  your  Majesty  that  those 
witnesses,  whom  I  felt  to  be  foul  confederates  in  a 
base  conspiracy  against  me,  were  not  to  be  suspected 

■     A.  A 
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of  unfiivotirable  bitfe^aiad  their  veracity.,  iii  the  judg- 
tncnt  of  the  Commissioners,  not  to  be  questioned. 
Under  these  cireumstanees,  Sire,  what  eould 
I  do  ?  Could  I  forbear,  injustice  to  myself,  to  an- 
nounce to  your  Majesty  the  existence  of  aconspi-, 
racy  against  my  honour,  and  my  station  in  this 
country  af  least,  if  not  against  my  life  r     Could  I 
forbear  to  point  out  to  your  Majesty,  hpw  long 
this  intended  mischief  had  been  meditated  against 
me  ?     Could  I  forbear  to  pohit  out  my  doubts^  at 
least,  of  the  legality  of  the  Commission,   under 
which  the  proceeding  had  been  had  r  or  to  point  out 
the  errors  and  inaccuracies,  into  which  the  great  and 
able  men,  who  were  named  in  this  Commission, 
under  the  hurry  and  pressure  of  tiieir  great  official 
occupations,  had  fallen,  in  the  execution  of  this 
duty  ?    Could  I  forbear  to  state,  and  tO'  urge,  the 
great  injustice  and  injury  that  had  bean  done  to  my 
character  and  my  honour,  by  opinions  pronounced 
against  me  without  hearing  me  ?  And  if,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  this  great  task,  ^o  essential  to  my  honour^ 
1  have  let  drop  any  expressions  which  a  colder,  and 
nwMre  cautious  prudence,  would  have  checked,  I  ap- 
peal toyourMaJ€sty*s  warm  heart,and  generous  feel- 
ings, to  suggest  my  excuse, and  to  aflbrd  my  pardon. 
What   I    have   said,    I   have  said   under  the 
pressure  of  much  misfortune,  under  the  provo- 
cation of  great  and  accumulated  injustice.     Oh! 
Sire,  to  be  unfortunate,  and  ^scarce  to  feel  at  li- 
berty   to  kment^    to  be  criielly  used,    and  to 
feel  it  almost  an  offence  and  a  duty  to  be  silent^ 
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is  aliard  Tot ;  but  use  bad,  itrsome  degree  inured 
toe  to  it :  But  td  find  my  ititsfortunes  ami  my  in- 
juries imputed  to  me  as  faults  ;  to  be  called  to  acr 
count  upon  a  charge,  made  against  *  me  by  Lady 
Douglas,  who  was  thought  at  first  worthy  of  credit, 
although  she  had  pledged  lier  veracity  to  the  feet, 
©f  my  having  admitted  that  I  was  myself  the  ag- 
gressor in  every  thing,  of  vvhii^h  I  had'  to  complain* 
haa  subdued  all  power  of  patient  bearing ;  and 
when  I  was  called  upon  by  the  Commissioners, 
either  to  admit,  by  my  silence,  the  guilt  which 
they  imputed^  to  me,  or  to  enter  into  my  defence, 
hi  contradiction  to  it— no  longer  at  liberty  to  re- 
main silent^  I,  perhaps,  have  not  known  how,  with 
exact  propriety,  to  Hmit  my  expressions. 

la  happier  days  of  my  life,  before  my  spirit  had 
been  yet  at  all  lowered  by  my  misfortunes,  I 
should  have  been  disposed  to  have  met  such  a 
charge  vyith  the  contempt  which,  1  trust,  by  this 
time,  Your  Majesty  thinks  due  to  it ;  1  shoulr 
have  been  disposed  to  have  defied  my  enemies  to 
the  utmost,  and  to  have  scorned  to  answer  to  any 
thing  but  a  legal  chai^,  before  a  competent  tribu- 
nal ;  but,  in  my  present  misfortunes,  such  force  of 
mind  is  gone.  I  ought,  perhaps,  so  far  to  be  thank- 
ful to  them  for  their  wholesome  lessons  of  humi- 
lity, I  have,  therefore,  entered  into  this  long  de- 
tail, to  endeavour  to  remove,  at  the  first  possible 
opportunity,  any  unfavourable  impressions  ;  to 
rescue  myself  from  the  dangers  which  the  conti-^ 
nuance  of  these  suspicions  might  occasion,  and  * 
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preserve  to  me  your  Majc$ty's  good  opinion^  in 
v^hose  kindness^  hitherto,  I  have  found  infinite 
consolation,  and  to  whase  justice,  under  ail  dr- 
cumstances,  I  can  confidently  appeal. 

Under  tile  impression   of  these  sentiments  I 
throw  myself  at  yoar^Majesty's  feet.    I  know,  that 
whatever  sentiments  of  resentment;  whatever  wish 
for  redress,  by  the  punishment  of  my  false  ac- 
cusers, 1  ought  to  feel.  Your  Majesty,  as  the  Fa- 
ther of  a  Stranger,  smarting  under  false  accusa* 
tion,  as  the  Head  of  your  illustrious  House,  die* 
honoured  in  me,  and  as  the  great  Guardian  of  the 
Laws  of  your  K  ngdom,  thus  foully  attempted  to 
have  been  applied  to  the  purposes  of  injustice,  will 
not  fail  to  feel  for  me.     At  all  events,  I  trust  your 
Majesty  will  restore  me  to  the  blessing  of  your 
Gracious  Presence,  and  confirm  to  me,  by  your 
own  Gracious  Words,  your  satisfactory  conviction 
of  my  innocence. 

I  am, 

SlR£« 

With  every  sentiment  of  Gratitude  and  Loyalty, 
Yoar  Majesty's  most  afifectionate 
and  dutiful  Daughter-in-Law, 

Subjectand  Servant, 

C,P. 
Montague-House,  2d  October,  I806. 
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The  Deposition  of  Thomas  Manhy^  Esqufre^  a 

Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy. 

■        ,  •         ._, 

tltvio^  had  read  to  me  .the  following  passage,  front 
the  Copy  of  a  Deposition  of  Robert  Btdgood,  sworn  the 
6th  of  June  last,  before  Lords  Spencer  and  Grenville, 
viz. 

**  I  was  waiting  one  day  in  the  anti-room  5  Captain 
^*  Manby  had  his  bat  in  his  hand,  and  appeared  to 
**  be  going  away;  he  was  a  long  ttmc  wkb.  the 
*^  Princess,  and,  as  I  stood  on  tlu;  steps,  waiting,  I 
*^  looked  into  the  room  in  which  they  were,  and,  in 
^^  the  reflection  on  the  looking-glass,  I  saw  them  sa« 
^^  late  each  other— I    mean,  that  they  kissed  each 
^*  other's  lips.     Captain    Manby  then  went  away. 
^^  I  then  observed  the  Princess  have  her  handker- 
^  chief  in  her  hands,  and  w;ipe  her  eyes,  as  if;  she 
^*  was  crying,  and  went  into  the  drawing-room.'' 
I  do  solemnly,  and  upon  my  oath,  declare,  that  tliesaUl 
passage  is  a  vile  and  wicked  invention  ;  thut  it  is  whoIly.\ 
and  absolutely  false  ;  that  is  impossible  he  ever  could  have 
seen,  in  the  reflection  oi  any  glass,  any  such  thing  ;  as  I 
never,  npon  any  occasion,  or  in  any  situation,  ever  had 
the  presumption  to  salute  Her  Royal  Highness  in  any  such 
manner,  or  to  take  any  such  liberty,  or  offer. any  such,  in* 
suit  to  her  person. .   And  having  had  read  to  me  another 
passage,  from  the  same  Copy  of  the  same  Deposition,  in 
which  the  said  Robert  Bidgood  says — 

"  Isdspected  that  Captain  Manby  slept  frequently  in 

.      *'  the  hduse;  it  was  a  subject  of  conversation  in  the 

*^  house.     Hints  were  given  by  the  servants ;  and  I 

**  believe  that  others  suspected  it  as  well  as  myself.'* 

I  solemnly  swear,  that  such  suspicion  is  wholly  un« 

founded,  and  that  I  never  did,  at  Montague  ilouse, 

l^outhend)  Ramsgate  East  Cliff,  or  auy  where  else,  ever 
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sleep  in  any  hoase  occupied  by,  or  belonging  to  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales ;  and  that  there  nevftr  did 
any  thing  pass  between  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess 
of  Wales  and  myself,  that  I  should  be  in  any  degree  un- 
Mrilling  that  all  the  world  should  have  seen. 

(Signed)  THO.  R*AN&Y. 

Sworn  at   the  Public  Office, 

Hatton    Garden,    London, 

the  22d  day  of  September, 

1806,  before  nle, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  LJ^ACH. 


The  Depasilion  of  Thomas  Laxsrence,  of  Greek 
Street 9  Soho^  m  the  County  of  MUMesex^ 
Portrait  Painter* 

Having  had  read  to  roe  the  followring  Extract  from  a 

Cppy  of  a  Deposition  of  William  Cole,  purporting  to  have 

been  sworn  before  Lords  Spencer  and  Grenville,  the  lOih 

day  of  June,  1806,  viz. 

'^  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  painter,  used  to  go  to  Montegne 

*^  House  about  the  latter  end  of  1801,  when  be  wa» 

^'  painting  the  Princess,  and  he  has  slept  in  the  house 

*^  two  or  three  nights  together.     I  have  often  seen 

^*  him  alone  with  the  Princess  at  eleven  or  twelve 

^^  o'clock  iat  night ;  he  has  been  there  as  late  as  one 

*/^'  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.     Onfe  night  I  saw 

**  him  with  the  Princess  in  the  blue  room  afler  the 

'^  ladies  had  jetired  ;  sometime  afterwards,  wiien  I 

^^  supposed  he  was  gone  to  his  bed-room,  I  went  to 

*^  see  that  all  was  safe,  and  found  the 'blue  room  door 

**  locked,  and  heard  a  whispering  in  it,  and  then 

*'  went  away/' 
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I  (lo«9lemnly,  arid  upon  my  oafb,  clepose,  tlmt  having   , 
feceived  the  coivimands  of  ,H«r  Royal  Highness  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  to  paint  Her  Royal  Highness's  Portrait, 
and  that  of  the  Princess  Charlotte ;  I  attended  for  that 
purpose  at  Montague  Howse,  Blackheath,  several  times 
about  the  beginning  of  the  year  ISO  I,  and  having  been: 
informed  that  Sir  William  Bcechey,  upon  a  similar  occa- 
sion, had  slept  in  the  house,  for  the  greater  convenience 
of  executing  his  painting;  and  it  having  been  intimated 
to  me,  that  I  might  probably  be  allowed  the  satne  advan^* 
.tage,  I  signified  my  wish  to  avail  myself  of  it;  and  ac- 
cordingly I  did  sleep  at  Montague  House  several  nights; 
—that  frequently,  when  employed  upon  this  painting,  and 
occasionally,  between  the  close  of  a  day's  sitting  and  the 
time  of  Her  Royal  Highness  dressing  for  dinner,  I  have 
been  alone  in  Her  Royal  Jlighncss's   presence ;  I  have 
likewise  been  graciously  admitted  to  Her  Royal  High- 
ness*s  presence  in  the  evenings,  and  remained  there  till'  • 
twelve,  one,  and  two  o^clock  ;  but,  I  do  solemnly  swear, 
I  was  never  alone  in  the  presence  of  Her  Royal  Highness  . 
in  an  evening,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  and  belief, 
except  in  one  single  instance,  and  that  for  a  short  time, 
wlien  I  remained  wi|h  her  Royal  Highness  in  the  blue- 
room,  or  drawing-room,  as  I  remembtr,  to  answer  some 
question. which  had  been  put  to  me,  at  the  moment  I  was 
about  to  retire  together  with  the  ladies  in  waiting,  who  had 
been  previously  present  as  well  as  myself;  and,  though  I 
cannot  recollect  the  particulars  of  tlie  conversation  which 
then  took  place,  I  do  solemnly  swear,  that  nothing  passed 
l)etween  Her  Royal  Highness  and  myself,  which  I  could 
have  had  the  least  objection  for  all  the  world  to  have  seen 
and  heard.     And  I  do  further,  upon   my  oath^  solemnly 
{declare,  that  I  never  was  alone  in  the  presence  of  H<r 
Royal  Highness  iti  any  other  place,  or  in  any  ether  way, 
than  as  above  described  ;  and  that  neither,  upon  the  oc- 
casion last  mentioned,  nor  upon  any  other,  was  »I'fev6f  in 
ihe  presence  ^f  Her  Royal  Highness,  in  any  room  what- 
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ever,  with  the  door  locked,  bolted^  or  fastened,  otherwise 
than  in  (he  comraOn  and  usual  manner,  which  leavesi  it  in^ 
the  power  of  any  person  on  the  outside  of  the  door  to  opea 
it. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  LAWRENCE. 

Sworn  at  the  Public  Office, 

Ilatton   Garden,  this  3Hh 

day  of  September^    1806 y 

before  me, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  LEACH- 


The  Deposition   of  Thomcn  Edmeades,  of  Gi^een-- 
wich^  in  the  Countj/  (f  Kentf  Surgeon. 

On  Tuesday,  May  gO,  1806, 1  waited  upon  Earl  Moira/ 
by  his  appoiutmeat,  who,  having  introduced  nie  to  Mr, 
Conant,  a  Magistrate  for  Westminster,  ^  proceeded  ta 
lucntiou  a  charge  preferred  against  me,  by  one  of  the  fe* 
male  servants  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  of  my  haying  said,  that  Her  Royal  Highness  had 
been  pregnant.  His  Lordship  then  asked  n^ey  if  I  had 
not  bled  Her  Royal  Highness ;  and  whether,  at  that  time^ 
1  did  not  mention  to  a  servant,  that  I  thought  Her  Royal 
Highness  in  the  fiimily  way ;  and  whether  I  did  not  also 
ask, at  the  same  time,  if  the  Prince  had  been  down. to 
Montague  House.  I  answered,  that  it  had  never  entered 
my  mind  that  Her  Royal  Highness  was  in  such  a  situation^ 
and  that,  therefore,  certainly,  I  never  made  the  remark 
to  any  one ;  nor  had  I  asked  whether  His  Royal  High»  . 
ncss  had  visited  the  house: — I  said,  that,  at  that  lime,  a 
report,  of  the  nature  alluded  ioj  was  prevalent ;  bui  that  £ 
treated  it  as  the  infamous  lie  of  the  daj^.     His  Lordship* 
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adrerted*  to  the  circmmtances  of-  Her  Rojal  fligbness's 
having  taken  a  6bitd  into  ber  booce  ;.  and  obeennedy  how 
dreaiiitil  mistakes  aboirt  successMi  to  the  tkirone  irerey 
and  Tfhat  confosioo  might  be  caused  by  any  dtaim  of  tbis 
diild  ;  I  observed,  (bat  I  i¥«i»awarre,of  it^  bat  repeated 
the  assertion,  that  I  bad  nev«r  thought  of  suck  a  thing  sb 
\rasr  suggested,  and  therefor^  considbred  it  impossLUe,  ia 
a  manner,  that  I  could  have  grven  it  utteraoee*  J  oia^ 
served,  that  I  believed,  m  «be  first  instance,  Mr.  Stike«« 
man,  the  page,  bad  mentioned  this  cfaQd  to  Her  Royal 
Highrnessr,  and  that  it  carae^  from  DeptfiMd,  \vhere  I  wemty 
irben  Her  Rajal  Highness  first  took  it,  tO'  see  if  any  tlU 
ness  prevailed  in  the  family.  Mr.  Cooanl  obsevvedy  that 
lie  believed  it  was  not  an  nnusual  thing  for  a  medical  many 
wheM  he  imagined  that  a  Lady  was^  pregnant,  to  mention 
bis  stispicion  to  some  confidential  domestic  in  the  family  r 
-^I  admitted  the  hare  possibility,  if  sttcb  bad  been  mj 
opinion ;  but  remarked,  tbaf  th^  t/must  have  been  te^ 
moved,  before  1  could  have  committed  my s€4f  in  so  abduitb 
a  manner.    , 

Lord  Moira,  in  a  reiy  significant  manner,  wilb  hi* 
Hands  behind  him,  bis*  bead  over  ont  shoakler,  his  eyes 
directed  towards  me,  witb  a  sort  of  smile,  observed,  ^^  that 
be  could  not  belp  thtpkii^  that  there  musi  be  something 
in  the  servant's  deposition;*'  as  if  be  did  not  give  perfect 
credit  to  what  I  bad  said.  He  observed,  that  the  matter 
vras  then  confined  to  the  knowledge  of  a  few  :  and  that  btf 
bad  boped,  if  there  had  been  any  foundation  for  the  affi* 
davit,  I  might  have  acknowledged  it,  that  the  arflbfir 
mtgbt  Ixave  been  bushed.  Witb  respect  to  the  minof 
question,  I  observed,  that  il  waS'  not  probable  tbtft  I 
should  cc^desoend  to  ask  any^snch'  question,  as  tbat  yai* 
puted  io  me,  of  a  menial  servant ;  and  tbat  I  was  not  iti 
the  habits  of  conferring  confidentially  with  servants.  Mr.* 
Conant  cautioned  me  to  be  911  my  guatd  ;  as,  tbat  if  it 
appeared,  on  further  investigation,' I  bad  made  such  in- 
quiry, it  might  be  very  unpleasant  to  nm,  abould  it  come 
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vAdev  the  consideration  of  the  Privy  Council.  1  said^that 
Ivcoiisidered  the  report  as  a  malicious  one ;  and  was  ready 
t(»make  oath^  before  any  Magistrate^  that  I  had  not,  at 
any  time,  asserted,  or  even  thought,  that  her  Royal 
Highness  had  ever  been  in  a  state  of  pregnancy  since  I 
hkl  bad  the  honour  of  attending  the  household.  .  Mr« 
Cbnant  asked  me,  whether,  whilst  I  was  bleeding  her 
Royal  Highness,  or  after  I  had  performed  the  operation,  I 
did  not  make  some  comment  on  the  situation  of  her 
Soyal  Highness,  from  the  state  of  the  blood ;  and  whether 
l^srecommended  the  operation :  I  answered  in  the  nega- 
tiire  to  both  questions.  I  said,  that  her  Royal  Highness 
bad  sent  for  me  to  bleed  her,  and  that  I  did  not  then  re« 
qeUect  on  what  account  I  said^  that  I  had  bled  her 
Royal  Highness  twice ;  but  did  not  remembef  the  dates. 
l  linked  Lord  Moira,  whether  he  intended  to  proceed  in 
t^e  business,  or  whether  I  might  consider  it  as  at  rest, 
that  I  might  have  an  opportunity,  if  I  thought  necessary, 
o£ consulting  my  friends  relative  to  the  mode  of  conduct 
I  ought  to  adopt :  he  said,  that  if  the  subject  was  moved 
tt^  further,  I  should  be  apprized  of  it;  and  that,  at  pre* 
m^  it  was  in  the  hands  of  a  few.  I  left  them,  and,  in 
$]l0ut  an  hour,  on  further  consideration,  wrote  the  note, 
^v^hich  the  following  is  a  copy,  to  which  I  never  re- 
cited any  reply : 

zi  f '  Mr.  Edmeades  presents  his  respectful  coippliments  to 
^:(bord  Moira,  and,  on  mature  deliberation,  after  leaving 
Vflhis  Lordship,  upon  the  conversation  which  passed  at 
Vi  Aiord  Moira's  this  morning,  he  feels  it  necessary  to  ad- 
Vo^ise  with  some  friend,  on  the  propriety  of  making  the 
?  particulars  of  that  conversation  known  to  her  Royal 
-highness  the  Princess  ^f  Wales;  as  Mr.  Edmeades 
Hi^rould  be  very  sorry  that  her  Royal  Highness  should 
l^l;ipnsider  him  capable  of  such  infamous  conduct  as  that 
Jf  hjiputed  to  him  on  the  deposition  of  a  servant,  by  Lord 
ift^oira,  this  morning. 
-.-r/'f  London^  May  20,  1806.** 
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1  have  been  enabled  to  state  the  substance  of  my  intefu 
riew  with  Lord  Moira  and  Mr.  Conant  with  the  moib 
particularity,  as  I  made  memorandams  of  it,  within  a  dajr 
or  two  afterwards.  And  I  do  further  depose,  that  the 
Papers  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A.  and  B.  are  in  the 
hand- writing  of  Samuel  Gillam  Mills,  of  Greenwich  afore* 
said,  my  Partner ;  and  that  he  is  at  present,  as  I  verily^ 
believe,  upon  his  road  from  Wales,  through  Gloucest^, 
to  Bath. 

(Signed)  THOS.  EDMEADES. 

Sworn  at  the  Public  Office, 
Hatton  Garden,  this  S6th' 
day   of  September,    1806, 

.   (Signed)  THOMAS  LEACH. 


(A.) 

Memorandums  of  the  Heads  of  Comersation  betwdih 
LordMoira^  Mr.  Lowten^  and  myself.       '' 

.  May  14, 1806.  J" 

May  13,' 1806,  Irieceiyed  a  letter  from  Lord  Moira,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  exact  copy :  ^'\ 
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St.  JameS'Placep  May  13, 1806, 
Sir, 

A  particular  circumstance  makes  me  desire  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  and,  indeed,  renders  it  ihdisp^n* 
sable  that  you  should  take  the  trouble  of  calling  on  nup. 
As  the  trial  in  Westminster  Hall  occupies  the  latter  hoii^s 
of  the  day^  I  must  b^  you  to  be  with  me  as  early  as  njiie 
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4>*df>dc,  to*norrMf  nwrniBg ;  k  tbc  liifiM  time,  it  vrill 
he  benier  that  yon  sliouldaot  apprise  any  one  0imy  bav» 

« 

ang  sequeaftod  jou  lo  ooAvene  ivkh  me. 
J  li«vei  tke  boQoiir,  8ir,  to  be 

Your  obedient  serraMt. 

CSigned)  M01RA« 

To  Jlfr.  JBfflfe. 
This  is  tfae  P^per  A.  rrferreS 
to  by  the  Affidavit  of  Tho- 
jnas  Edmeodes,  sworn  be- 
fore me  this  26th  Septem- 
ber, 1806, 

THOMAS  LEACa. 


(B.) 


In  consequence  of  the  above  letter  I  waited  on  his 
Lordship,  exactly  at  nine  o'clock.  In  less  than  five  mt- 
autes  I  wasodniUed  into  bis  nx>m,  and  by  him  lecerved 
very  poUte\y.  He  began  the  conversation  by  stating,  he 
wished  to  converse  with  me  on  a  very  delicate  subject ; 
that  I  might  rely  on  his  hononr,  that  what  passed  was  to 
.  be  in  perfect  confidence ;  It  was  his  duty  to  his  Prince,  as 
his  Counsellor,  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  which  he  liad 
known  for  some  time ;  and  the  inquiry  was  due  also  to  my 
character*  He  then  stated,  that  a  deposition  had  been 
made  by  a  domestic  of  jiet  Royal  Highness  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  deposing,  as  a  declaration  made  by  me,  that 
her  Royal  Highness  was  pregnant,  and  that  I  made  in- 
quiries when  interviews  might  have  taken  place  with  the 
Prince.  I  answered,  that  I  nevethad  declared  the  Prin- 
cess to  be  with  child,  nor  ever  made  the  inquiries  stated ; 
that  the  declaration  was  an  infamous  &Isebood.«— This 
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being  expressed  wUh  some  ^nrAnBili^  his  Lordship  observed, 
that  I  laigbt  have  made  the  inquiries. verjr  inoocently, 
conceiving,  that .  her  Royal  Highness .  could  not  be  in 
that  situation  but  by  ifae  Priuce.  1  repeated  my  assertion 
of  the  falsehood  of  the  declaration,  adding,  that  tbou^ 
the  conversation  ivas  intended  to  be  confidential,  I  tell 
my  xAaracter  strongly  attacked  bj  the  declaration,  there- 
fore  it  was  necessary  tliat  the  declaration  should  be  inves** 
ligated  ;  I  had  no  doubt  but  the  character  I  had  so  many 
jears  maintained,  would  make  my  assertion  believed  be« 
ibre  the  deposition  of  a  domestic.  I  then  requested  to 
know,  what  date  the  declaration  bore?  His  Lordship 
«aid,  he  did  not  remember;  but  he  had  desired  the  SoU« 
citor  to  meet  me,  who  would  shew  it  me.  I  then  ob- 
served, (hat  I  should  in  confidence  communicate  to  his 
Lordship,  why  I  was  desirous  to  know  the  date ;  I  then 
stated  to  his  Lordship,  that  soon  after  her  Royal  High- 
ness  came  to  Blackfaeatb,  I  attended  her  in  an  illness, 
with  Sir  Francis  Millman,  in  which  i  bled  her  twioe.*^ 
Soon  after  her  recovery,  she  t|)ought  proper  to  form  a  re« 
gular  medical  appointment,  and  appointed  my^etf  and 
Mr.  Ednieades  to  he  Surgeons  and  Apothecaries  to  her 
Hoy^  Highness ;  on  receiving  a  warrant  for  such  ap- 
tpointment,  I  declined  accepting  the  Jionour-of  beui^  ap« 
pointed  Apothecary,  being  inconsistent  with  ray  charax^ter, 
being  educated  as  Surgeon,  and  having  had  ikn  honorary 
•  degree  of  Physic  conferred  on  me;  her  Royal  Highness 
condescended  to  ^appo^]lt  me  her  Surgeon  only.  His 
Xoidship  rang  to  know  if  Mr.  Lowt^  was  ooue ;  he  was 
din  the  next  room.  His  Lordship  left  me  for  a  few  mi- 
jiutes,  le^urned,  and  Jatroduced  me  to  Mr.  Lawten  w-itii 
imieh  politeness — ^  Dr.  Mills  ;  vepeftting  the  assuranes 
<of  what  passed  being  Gonfidentjci].  I  as^ed  Mr.liowten 
<tbe  date  of  the  dedaratian,  that  bad  been  tasi&nad  to  be 
made  by  me  ?  He  said,  in  the  year  ilSQS.  1  tiien,  with 
permission  of  his  Lordship,  gave  the  history  of  my  ap« 


potBtiBent)  adding,  since  tlien  I  bad  nerer  seen  the  Priir- 
cess  as  a  patient.  Once  she  sent  for  me  to  bleed  her ;  I 
vas  from  home ;  ^Mc.  Edmeades  went ;  nor  had  I  visited 
anj  one  in  the  house,  except  one  Maryj  and  that  was  in  a 
irery  bad  case  of  surgery ;  I  was  not  sure  whether  it  was 
before  or  after  my  appointment.  Mr.  Lowten  asked  me 
the  da<e  of  it ;  I  totd  him  I  did  not  recollect.  He  ob- 
aerved,  from  the  warmth  of  my  expressing  my  contradic- 
lion  to  the  deposition,  that  I  saw  it  in  a  wrong  liglit;  thiit 
1  might  suppose,  and  very  innocently,  her  Royal  High- 
less  to  be  pregnant,  and  then  the  inquiries  were  as  inno* 
cently  made.  I  answered,  that  the  idea  of  pregnancy 
sever  entered  my  head ;  that  I  never  attended  her  Royal 
Highness  in  any  sexual  complaint ;  whether  she  ever  had 
any  I  never  knew.  Mr.  Lowten  said,  I  might  think  so, 
from  her  increase  of  size ;  I  answered  no,  I  never  did 
think  her,  pregnant,  therefore  could  never  say  it,  and  that 
the  deposition  was  an  infamous  falsehood.  His  Lord- 
%btip  then  observed,  that  he  perceived  there  must  be  a 
aftistake,  and  that  Mr.  Edmeades  was  the  person  meant, 
whom  he  wished  to  see ;  I  said,  he  was  then  at  Oxford, 
Md  did  not  return  before  Saturday  ;  his  Lordship  asked^ 
if  he  came  through  London ;  I  said,  I  could  not  tell. 
,  Finding  nothing  now  arising  from  conversation,  I  asked 
lo  retire ;  his  Lordship  attended  me  out  of  the  room  with 
great  politeness. 

When  I  eame  home,  I  sent  his  Lordship  a  letter,  witli 
tWdteite  of  my  warrant,  April  10,  1801 ;  he  answered  my 
letter,  with  thanks  for  my  immediate  attention,  and  wished 
to  see  Mr.  Edmeades  on  Sunday  morning.  This  letter 
came  cm  the  Saturday ;  early  on  the  Sunday  I  sent  Ti« 
notliy,  to  let  his  Lordship  know  Mr.  Edmeades  would 
not  return  till  Monday ;  on  Tuesday  I  promised  he  should 
attend,  which  he  did. 


The  preceding  Memorandum  is  an  exact  copy  of  whut. 
I  made  the  day  after  I  had  seen  Lord  Moira. 

(Signed)  SAM.  GILLAM  MILLS, 

Croome  Hill^  Greenwich^ 
Aug.  20,  1806. 
This  is  the  Paper  marked  B* 
referred  to  by  the  Affida* 
vit  of  Thomas  Edoieades. 
sworn  before  me  this  S6ih 
September,  1806, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  LEACH, 


The  Deposition  of  Jonathan  Partridge^  Porier  to 

Lord  Eardley^  at  Belvidere. 

I  remember  being  informed  by  Mr.  Kenny,  Loid 
Eardley^s  late  Steward,  now  dead,  that  I  was  wanted  bj 
Lord  Moira,  in  town ;  accordingly  I  went  with  Mr« 
Kenny  to  Lord  Moira^s,  in  Saint  James^s-pIace,  on  the 
King^s  Birth-day  of  1804.  His  Lordship  asked  me,  if  1 
remembered  the  Princess  coming  to  Belvidere  sometime 
before?  I  said,  yes,  and  told  him  that  there  were  two  or 
three  ladies,  1  think  three,  wiih  her  Royal  Highness,  and 
a  gentleman  with  them,  who  came  on  horseback ;  that 
they  looked  at  the  pictures  in  the  house,  had  their  Iun« 
gheon  there,  and  that  her  Royal  Highnesses  servants 
waited  upon  them,  as  I  was  in  disliabille.  His  Lordship 
asked  me  whether  i\\tj  went  up  stairs  ?  and  I  told  him 
that  they  did  not.  He  asked  me,  how  long  they  i^taid? 
und  I  said,  ai  (ar  as  I  recollected,  they  did  not  stay  above 
an  hour,  or  an  hour  and  a  quarter ;  that  they  waited  some 
little  time  for  the  carriage,  which  had  gone  to  tiie  public- 
l^opse,  and,  till  it  came,  they.walked  up  and  down  alto,-. 
getber  in  the  portioo  before  the  house.  His  Lordship,  in 
llie  course  of  what  he  said  tp  ^pe,  said  it  was  a  subject  of 
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imp^yrtaQce,  and  mgbt  be  of  consequence.  His  Lordsbip^ 
finding  that  I  had  nothing  more  to  say,  told  me  I  might 

go- 
Sometime  afterwards,  bis  Lordship  sent  forme  agafai^ 

and  asked  me,  if  I  was  sureof  whati  said,  being  all  that  I 

could  say  respecting  the  Princess  ?     I  said,  it  was^;  and 

that  i  was  ready  to  take  m^   oath  of  it^  if  bis  Lordship 

thought  proper.     He  said,  it  was  Tery  satisfactory;  said^ 

I  might  go,  and  he  should  not  want  me  any  more. 

(Signed)        JONATHAN  PARTRIDGE. 

Sworn  at  the  Couoty  Court  of    . 

Middlesex,    in    Fullwood's 

Rents^  the  25th  day  of  Sep* 

tember,  1806,  before  me, 

(Signedi  THOMAS  LEACH. 


The  Deposition  of  Fhilip  Krackeler,  one  of  the  Foot^ 
mm  of  Her  Royal  Higlmess^  the  Pirincesa  of 
Wales  J  and  Robert  Eaglestone,  Park  Keeper  t^ 
Her  Roy  id  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales. 

These  Deponents  say,  that  on,  or  about  the  28tb  day 
of  June  last,  as  they  were  walking  together  across  Green- 
mch  Park,  they  sa\y  Robert  Bidgood,  one  of  the  P^ges 
of  her  Royal  Highness,  walking,  in  a  direction,  as  if  he- 
were  going  [from  the  town  of  Greenwich,  towards  the 
house  of  Sir  John  Dongkis,  and  which  is  a  dtfierejit  road 
from  that  which  leads  to  Montague  House,  and  they  at  ther 
same  time  perceived  Lady  Douglas  walking  in  a  direction: 
to  meet  him.  And  this  Deponent,  Philip  Kraeketer,  tlhiir 
desired  the  other  Deponent  to  take  notice,  whether  Lady* 
Donglas  and  Mr.  Bidgood  would  speak  to  eacb  other ; 
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tnd  both  of  these  Deponents  observM,  that  wbe»  heMy 
Douglas  and  Mr.  Bidgood  met,  they  stopped,  and  coh« 
versed  together  for  the  space  of  about  two  or  three  mi- 
nuees,  whilst  in  view  of  these  Deponents ;  but  how  much 
longer  their  conversation  lasted  these  Deponents  cannot 
say,  as  they,  these  Deponents,  proceeded  oh  their  road, 
which  took  them  out  of  sight  of  Lady  Douglas  and  Sfr. 
Bidgood  k 

.    (Signed)  PHILIP  KRACKE?.ER. 

ROBT.  EAGLESTONE. 

Sworn  at  the  Public  Office,  , 

Hatton  Garden,  this  g7th 
day  of  September,  1806, 
before  me, 

(Signed)       THOMAS  LEACH. 


To  ike  King. 


SlR£, 


I  TRUST  your  Majesty,  who  kopws  my  constant 
affectioii,  loyalty,  and  duty,  and  the  sure  confi- 
dence  with  which  I  readily  repose  my  honour, 
my  character,  my  happiness  in  your  Mjyesty's 
bands,  will  not  think  me  guilty  of  any  disrespect- 
ful or  unduteous  impatience,  when  I  thus  again 
address  myself  to  your  Royal  grace  ^nd  justice. 

It  is.  Sire,  nine  weeks  to-day,  since  my  counsel 
presented  to  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  my  letter 
to  your  Majesty,  contswuing  my  observations,  m 
vindication  of  my  honour  and  innocence^  upon  the 

c  c     ' 
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Report^  presented  to  your  Majesty  by  the  Com- 
niissigners,  who  had  been  appointed  to  examine 
into  my  conduct.  The  Lord  Chancellor  informed 
my  counsel,  that  the  letter  should  be  conveyed  to 
your  Majesty  dn  that  very  day ;  and  further,  was 
.  pleased,  in  about  a  week  or  ten  days  afterwards, 
to  comn)unicate  to  my  Solicitor,  that  your  Ma- 
jesty had  read  my  letter,  and  that  it  had  been 
transmitted  to  his  Lordship  with  directions  that  it 
should  be  copied  for  the  Commissioners,  and  that 
when  such  copy  had  been  taken>  the  original 
should  be  returned  to  youf  Majesty. 

Your  Majesty's  own  gracious  and  royal  mind 
will  easily  conceive  what  must  have  been  my  state 
of  anxiety  and  stispence,  whilst  I  have  been  fondly 
indulging  in  the  hope,  Ih^  every  day,  as  it  passed, 
would  bring  me  the  happy  tidings,  that  your  Majes- 
ty was  satisfied  of  my  innocence ;  and  convinced 
of  the  unfounded  matice  of  my  enemies,  iu  every 
part  of  their  charge.     N^ne  long  weeks  of  daily 
expectation,  and  suspence,  have  now  elapsed  ;  and 
they  have  brought  me  nothing  but  disappointment. 
I  have  remained  in  total  ignorance  of  what  has  been 
done,  what  is  doing,  or  what  is  intended  upon  this, 
subject.     Your  Majesty's  goodness  will  therefore 
pardon  oae,  if  in  th^e  step  which  1  now  take,  I  act 
upon  a  mistaken  ooujecture  with  respect  to  the  fact. 
But  from  the  Lord  Chancellor's  communication  lo^ . 
'  my  Solicitor,  and  from  the  time  which  has  elapsed, 
I  am  led  to  conclude,  that  your  Majesty  had  direct- 
ed thiB  copy  of  my  letter  to  be  laid  before  the  Com-. 
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mislioners,  requiring  their  advice  upon  t'  e  subject ; 
and,  possiblyj  their  official  occupations,  and  their 
other  duties  to  the  state,  may  not  have,  as  yet,  al- 
lowed them  the  opportunity  of  attending  to  it. 
But  your  Majesty  will  permit  me  to  observe  that, 
however  excusabte  this  delay  may  be  on  their  parts, 
yet  it  operates  niost  injuriously  upon  me ;  my 
feelings  «re  se\^rely  tortured  by  the  suspence,  while 
fny  character  is  sinking  in  the  opinion  of  the  public. 
Jt  is  known  that  a  Report,  though  acquitting 
tae  of  crime,  yet  iitiputing  matters  highly  dis- 
reputable to  my  honour,  has  been  made  to  your 
Majesty  ;-*r-that  that  Report  lias  been  communicated 
to  me  ; — that  1  have  endeavoured  to  atiswerit;  and 
that  I  still  remain,  at  the  end  of  nine  weeks  from 
tlje  delivery  of  my  answer,  acquainted  with  the 
judgment  which  is  formed  upon  it.  May  I  be 
permittied  to  observe  from  the  extreme  prejudice 
which  this  delay,  however  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  numerous  importent  occupations  of  the  Cpm- 
missioners,  produces  to  my  honour  ?  The  world, 
in  total  Ignorance  of  the  real  state  of  the  facts,  begin 
to  infer  my  guilt  from  it.  I  feel  lyiyself  already 
«inkmg,  in  the  estimation  of  your  Majesty's  subjects, 
&»  wdl  ^6  of  what  remains  to  me  of  my  own  family, 
into  fa  stat«  intolerable  to  a  mind  conscious  of  its 
purity  and  imjocence)  a  state  in  which  my  honour 
appears  at  least  equivocal,  anomy  virtue  is  suspected. 
From  this  state  I  humbly  entreat  your  Majesty  to 
perceive,  that  I  can  have  no  hope  of  being  restored, 
until  either  your  Majerty's  favourable  opinion  shall 
be  graciously  notified  to  the  world,  by  receiving  me 
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again  into  the  Royal  Presence^  or  until  the  fall  dis- 
closure of  the  &cts  shall  expose  the  malice  of  Tny 
accusers,  and  do  away  every  possible  ground  for  un- 
favourable inference  and  conjecture. 

The  various  calamities  with  which  it  has  pleased 
God  of  late  to  afflict  me,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
bear,  and  I  trust  I  have  borne  with  humble  resigna* 
tion  to  the  Divine  will.  But  the  eflfect  of  this  in- 
famous charge^  and  the  delay  which  has  suspended 
its  final  termination,  by  depriving  me  of  the  con- 
solation which  I  should  have  received  from  your 
Majesty's  presence  and  kindness,  have  given  a 
heavy  addition  to  them  all ;  and  surely  my  bitterest 
enemies  could  hardly  wish  that  they  should  be  in* 
creased.  But  on  this  topic,  as  possibly  not  much 
affecting  the  justice,  though  it  does  the  hardship,  of 
my  case,  I  forbear  to  dwell. 

Your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  re- 
collect, that  an  occasion  of  assenibling  th^  Royal' 
Family  and  your  subjects,  in  dutiful  and  happy  com- 
memoration of  her  Majesty's  Birth-day,  is  now 
near  at  hand,  If  tl^  increased  occupations  which 
the  approach  of  Parliament  may  occasion,  or  any 
other  cause,  should  prevent  the  Commissioners  from 
enabling  your  Majesty  to  communicate  your  pleasure 
to  me  before  that  time  s  the  Wiorld  will  in&llibly 
-conclude,  (in  their  present  state  of  ignorance),  that 
,my  answer  must  have  proved  unsatisfactory,  and 
that  the  iniamous  charges  have  been  thought  to  be 
but  too  true. 

* 

These  considerations.  Sire,  will  I  trust,  in  your 
Majesty's   gracious   opinion,    rescue  this  address 
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from  all  imputation  of  impatience.  For,  your  Ma- 
j^ty'$  sense  of  honourable  feeling  will  naturally 
suggest,  how  utterly  impossible  it  is  that  I,  consci- 
ous of  my  own  innocence,  and  believing  that  the 
malice  of  my  enemies  has  been  completely  detected, 
can,  without  abandoning  all  regard  to  my  interests, 
my  happiness,  and  my  honour,  possibly  be  con- 
tented to  perceive  the  approach  of  such  utter  ruin 
to  my  character,  and  yet  wait,  with  patience,  and  in 
silence,  till  it  overwhelms  me.  1  therefore  take 
this  liberty  of  throwing  myself  again  at  your  Ma- 
jesty's feet,  and  entreating  and  imploring  of  your 
Majesty's  goodness  and  justice,  in  pity  for  my  mi- 
series>  which  this  delay  so  severely  aggravates^  and 
in  justice  to  my  innocence  and  character^  to  urg^ 
the  Commitfioners  to  an  early  communication  of 
their  advice. 

To  save  your  Majesty  and  the  Commissioners  all 
iinnecessary  trouble^  as  well  a^  to  obviate  all  probat- 
bility  of  further  delay,  1  have  directed  a  duplicate  of 
tJbis  letter  to  be  prepared,  and  have  sent  one  copy  of 
it  through  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  another  through 
Colonel  Taylor,  to  your  Majesty. 

I  am. 

Sire, 

With  every  sentiment  of  gratitude  and  loyalty, 

Your  Majesty's  most  affectionate, 

and  dutiful  Daughter-in-law, 

Servant  and  Sqbj^t* 

C.P- 

Mcntague  House,  Ike.  S^  18o6. 
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MINUTE  OF  THE  CABINET,  Jan.  25,  18or. 


Dmcning Street y  Jan.  25,  ISO?'* 

PRESJSNT, 

Tlie  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Viscount  Howick, 

Lord  President,  Lord  Grenville, 

Lord  Prjvy  Seal,  Lord  Ellenborouoh, 

Earl  Spencer,  M  r.  Secretary  Winph am. 

Earl  of  MoiRA,  Mr.  Ghenvjlle, 
Lord  Henry  Petty, 

Your  Majesty's  Confidential  Servants  have  given 
the  most  diligent  and  attentive  consideration  to  the 
matters  on  which  your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  t6 
require  their  opinion  and  advice.  They  trust  your 
Majesty  will  not  think  that  any  apology  is  necessary 
on  their  part  for  the  delay  which  has  attended  their 
deliberations,  on  a  subject  or  such  extreme  impor- 
tance, and  which  they  have  found  to  be  of  th^ 
greatest  difficulty  and  embarrassment. 

They  are  fully  convinced  that  it  never  can  have 
been  your  Majesty's  intention  to  require  from  them, 
that  they  should  lay  before  your  Majesty  a  detailed 
and  circumstantial  examination  and  discussion  of 
the  various  arguments  and  allegations  contained  in 
the  letter  submitted  to  your  Majesty,  by  the  Law 
Advisers  of  the  Princess  of  Wales.  And  they  beg 
leave,  with  all  humilify,  to  represent  to  your  Ma- 
jesty' that  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  their  coun- 
try have  not  placed  th<?m  in  a  situation  iq  which 
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they  can  conclusively  pi^onounce  on  atiy  question 
of  guilt  or  innocence  aifecting  any  of  your  Majesty's 
subjects,  much  less  one  of  your  Majesty's  Royal  Fa- 
mily. They  have,  indeed,  no  power  or  authority 
w^hatever  to  enter  on  such  a  course  of  inquiry  as 
could  alone  lead  to  any  final  results  of  such  a  nature. 

The  main  question  on  which  they  had  conceived 
themselves  called  upon  by  their  duty  to  submit 
theiradvice  to  your  Majesty  was  this :  Whether  the 
circumstances  which  had,  by  your  oVIajesty's  cona- 
tpands,  been  brought  before  them,  were  of  a  Dature 
to  induce  y9ur  Majesty  to  order  any  farther  steps  to 
be  taken  upon  them  by  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment? And  on  this  point  they  humbly  submit  to 
your  Majesty,  that  the  advice  which  they  oftered 
was  clear  and  unequivocal.  Your  Majesty  has  since 
been  pleased  further  to  require,  that  they  should 
submit  to  your  Majesty  their  opinions  as  to  the  an- 
swer to  be  given  by  your  Majesty  to  the  request  con- 
tained in  the  Princess's  letter,  and  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  that  answer  should  be  communicated  to 
her  Royal  Highness. 

They  have,  therefore,  in  dutiful  obedience  to  your 
Majesty's  commands,  proceeded  to  reconsider  the 
whole  of  the  subject,  in  this  new  view  of  it;  and 
after  much  deliberation,  they  have  agreed  humbly 
to  recominend  to  your  Majesty,  the  draft  of  a  [Mes- 
sage, which  if  approved  by  your  Majesty,  they  would 
humbly  suggest  your  Majesty  might  send  to  her 
Hpyal  Highness  through  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Having  before  humbly  solicited  to  your  Majesty 
their  opinion,  that  the  facts  of  case  did  not  warrant 
tbeir  advising  that  any  further  steps  should  betal^en 
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cpon  it  by  your  Majesty's  Government,  they  have 
not  thought  it  necessary  to  advise  your  Majesty  any 
longer  to  decline  receiving  the  Princess  into  your 
Royal  presence.  But  the  result  of  the  whole  case 
does,  in  their  judgment,  render  it  indispensable 
that  your  Majosty  should,  by  a  serious  admonition, 
convey  to  her  Royal  Highness  your  Majesty's  ex- 
pectation that  her  Royal  Highness  should  be  more 
circumspect  in  her  future  conduct ;  and  they  trust 
that  in  the  terms  in  which  they  have  advised^  that 
such  admonition  should  be  conveyed,  your  Majesty 
will  not  be  of  opinion,  on  a  full  consideration  of  the 
evidence  and  answer,  that  they  can  be  considered 
as  having  at  all  exceeded  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
as  arising  out  of  the  last  reference  which  your  Ma- 
jesty has  been  pleased  to  make  to  them. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  has  the  honour  to  present 
his  most  humble  duty  to  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
and  to  transmit  to  her  Royal  Highness  the  accom- 
panying Message  from  the  King ;  which  Her  Royal 
Highness  will  observe,  he  has  his  Majesty's  com- 
mands to  communicate  to  her  Royal  Highness. 

The  I^ord  Chancellor  would  have  done  himself 
the  honour  to  have  waited  personally  upon  Her 
Royal  Highness,  and  have  delivered  it  himself; 
but  he  considered  the  sending  it  sealed,  as  moite 
respectful  and  acceptable  to  her  Royal  Highness. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  received  the  original  paper 
from  the  King  yesterday^  and  made  the  copy  now 
tent  in  his  own  hand. 

January  Twenty-eighth,  I8O7* 

To  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  fV'Olu. 


S^Ol 


The  King  having  referred  to .  his  confldeiu^ 
tial  Servants  the  procteding  and  papers  rdiative  to 
the  written  declarations,  which  hftd  been  befoiis 
Hi^  Majesty,  respecting  the  coddact  of  the  PriiH 
cess  of  .Wales,  has  been  jqp{nrised  by  them,  that, 
after  the  fullest  consideration  of  the  examinations 
taken  on  the  subject,  and  of  the  observations  and 
affidavits  brpught   forward    by.  the    Princess   of 
Wales*8  legal  sdvisers,  they  agree  in  tlie  opinions^ 
submitted  to  His  IVfsyesty  in  the  original  Report 
of  the  four  Lords,  by  whom  His  Majesty  directed 
that  the  mattei*  should  in.  the  first  instance  be  in-^ 
quired  into  ;  and  that,  in  the  pesent  isti^  of  the 
business,  upon  a,  mature  and  deliberate, view  of  this 
most  important  subject .  in  all  its^  parts,  and  bear* 
ings,  it  is  their  opinion,  that  the  fkcim  of  this  case 
do  not  warrant  their  advising  that  any  further  step 
should  be  taken  in  the  business  by  his  Majesty's 
Government,  or  any  other  proceedings  instituted 
upon  it,  except  such  only  as  His  Majesty *s  Law 
Servants  may,  on  reference  to  thenri,  think  fit  to 
rncommend,  fdr  the  prosecution  of  Lady  Douglas, 
oti  those  parts  of  her  depositions  which  may  appear 
to  them  to  be  justly  liable  thereto. 

In  this  situation.  His  Majesty  is  advised,  that  it 
is  no  longer  necessary  for  him  to  decline  receiving 
the  Princess  into  His  Royal  Presence. 

The  King  sees,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  agree* 
ment  of  bis  confidential  servants,  in  the  decided 
opinion  expressed  by  the  four  Lords,  upon  the 
falsehood  of  the  accusations  of  pregnancy  and  de^^ 
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livery^   brought  forward  against  the  Princess  by 
Lady  Douglas. 

Oh  the  other  matters  produced  in  the  course  of 
the  Ihquiry,  the  King  is  advised  that  none  of 
the  facts  oi*  aliegiattans  stated  in  pfeliminary  ex- 
aminationsi  carried  on  in  the  abtence  of  the  par^ 
ties  interested,  can  be  Mnsidered  as  legsklly^  of 
(onclusivdy,  established.  But  in  thoiie  examina- 
tipnSj  and  tfven  in  the  atiswer  draWn  in  the  name  of 
the  Princess  by  her  legal  advisers,  there  have  ap- 
peared circumstances  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
princess,  which  his  Majesty  never  could  regard  bat 
vrith  serious  concern.  The  devated  rank  which  the 
PriniCess  hcdds  in  this  country,  tod  the  relation  in 
which  she  stands  to  bis  Majesty  and  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily^  .must  alwajrs  deeply  involve  both  the  intetesta 
ofthestate>  and  the  personal  feelings  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, in  the  pnopriety  aud  correctness  of  her  con- 
duct. And  his  Majesty  cannot  therefore  forbear  to 
express  in  the  conclusion  of  the  business,  his  desire 
^pd;  expectation,  thfat  such  a  conduct  may  in  future 
be  obsefvied  -by  the  Princess,  as  may  fully  justify 
those  marks  of  paternal  regard  and  afiection,  which 
the  King,  always  wishes  to  shew  to  every  part  of  Hi9 
Royal  Family. 

His  Maj^ty  has  directed  that  this  message  should 
be  transmitted  to  the  Princess  of  Waies^  by  his 
Lord  Chancellor^  and  that  copies  of  the  proceedings^ 
which  bad  taken  place  on  the  subject,  should  also 
be  communicated  to  his  dearly  beloved  Son  the 
Prince  Qf  Wales. 


>    « 
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Montague  Hou^e,  Jan.  S9M^  1 807. 

SlKE. 

• .    f 

.  I  HASTEN  to  adcnowledge  the  receipt  pf  the  pa* 
per,  which,  by  your  M^yesty's  direction,  was  yes- 
terday tran^BiitteMci  to  iQe«  by  the  Lord  Chancellor^ 
and  to  ^xpffBSB  the  unfeigned  happiness,  which  I 
have  derived  from  one  part  of  it/  I  .mean  that^ 
which  infof  m9  me  that  your  Majesty's  confidential 
servants  have,  at  lengthy  thought  proper^  to  com- 
municate to  your  Majesty,  ^eir  advice,  ^'thi|titi$ 
^'  no  hHiger  necessary  for  your  Majesty^ to  .decline 
'-  receiving  me  intp  your  JHoyal  presence/'  And 
I^  therefore,  humbly  hope,  that  your -Majesty  wiA 
be  graciously  pleased  to  receive,  with  hv9f%ti  the 
communieation  of  iiiy^ii^entioii  to  avi^l  ainMlf,  with 
your  Majesty's  permission,  of  that  adh/ticie,  fpr  the 
purpose  of  waiting  upon  3^ur'Majei&ty  oii  'Monday 
next^  if  thatday  should  not  I>e  inconvenient ;  when  I 
hope  again  to  have  the  h^ppi^^  ji^f  throwing  my^lf^ 
in  filial  duty  and  affection,  at  your  Majesty's  feet. 

Your  Majesty  will  easily  conceive,  that  I  re- 
lucta^tly  i)ame  so  distant  a  day  as  Momjay,  but  I  do 
not  feel  myself  sufficiently  recovered  frpm  the 
measles,  to  venture  upon  so  long  a  drive  at  an  ear- 
lier  day.  Feeling,  however,  very  anxious,  to  re- 
ceive again  as  soon  as  possible,  that  blessing,  of 
which  I  have  been  so  long  deprived,  if  that  day 
should  happen  to  be,  in  any  degree,  inconvenient 
I  humbly  entreaty  and  implore,  your  Majesty's  most 

t«  •  •  •  ^       ■VM 


304 


gracious  and  paternal  goodness,  to  name  some  other 
day^  as  early  as  pdssible,  for  that  purjpose* 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  C-  P. 


To  the  King. 


Windsor  Castle,,  January  2Sih,  1807. 

Thb  King  has  this  nooment  received  tb^  Princess 
of  Walcs*s  letter,  in  which  ^he  intimates  her  inteu- 
tion  of  coming  to  Windsor  on  Monday  next ;  and 
his  Majesty,  wishing  not  to  put  the  Princess  to  the 
InoonvSnieiiceof  c6ming  to  this  place^  so  iminediate^ 
ly  after  her  illness^  hastens  to  Quaint  heri  thiit  he 
f hall  psefer  .to  receive  her  in  LondoUj^  uppn  a  day 
iabseq^ot .  to  the  ensuing  week,  which  will  also 
i^ttter s^tt His Majesty>.aad of  which  he ^11  not 
bo  apprize  the  .Princess. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  R. 

To  the  Princes^  of  Wales. 


Windsor  Castle y  February  10,  1807. 

As  th^  Princess  of  Walos  may  havie  been  led  to 
expect,  from  the  Ring's  letter  to  her,  that  he  would 
fix  an  early  day  for  seeing  her.  His  Majesty  thinks 
it  right  to  acquaint  her,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
upon  receiving  the  several  documents,  which  the 
King  directed  his  Cabinet  to  transmit  to  him,  made 
a-formal  communication  to  him,  of  his  intention,  to 
'  put.  them  into  the  hands  of  his  lawyers ;  accompa- 
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Hied  by  ft  request)  that  His  Migesty  would  suspend 
any  further  steps  in  the  business,  until  the  Prince 
of  Wales  should  be  enabled  to  submit  to  him,  ^kut 
statement  which  he  proposed  to  make.  The  King 
tbefrefore  considers  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  defer 
paming  a  day  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  until  the 
further  result  of  the  Prince's  intention  shall  have 
been  made  known  to  him. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  R. 

«  .     ■  • 

7b  the  Princess  of  JVales. 


Montague  HousCy  February  1 2/A,  1 807. 

Sire, 

I  RECEIVED  yesterday, '  and  with  inexpressible 
pain,  your  Majesty's  last  communication.  The 
duty  of  stating,  in  a  representation  to  your  Majesty, 
the  various  grounds,  upon  which,  I  feet  the  hard* 
ship  of  my  case,  and  upon  which  I  confidently 
jthink  that,  upon  a  review  of  k,  your  Majesty  will 
be  disposed  to  recal  your  last  determination,  is  a 
duty  1  owe  to  myself:  and  J  cannot  forbear,  at  the 
moment  when  I  acknowledge  your  Majesty^s  lettert 
to  announce  to  your  Majesty,  that  I  propose  to 
execute  that  duty  without  delay. 

After  having  suffered  the  punishment  of  banish- 
ment from  your  Majesty's  presence,  for  seven 
months,  pending  an  Inquiry,  which  your  Majesty 
had  directed,  into  my  conduct,  affecting  both  m^ 
life,  and  my  honour ; — after  that  Inquiry  had,  at 
lengthy  terminated  in  the  advice  of  your  Majesty *s 
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confid(Bnttal  and  s^prn  servants,  that  there  was  110 
long&r  any  reason  for  your  Majesty's  declining  to 
receive  me  ;— if  after  your  Majesty's  gracious  com^- 
ipunication,  which  led  me  to  rest  assured  that  your 
Majesty  would  appoint  an  ^arly  day  .to  receive  me  ; 
r— if  after  all  this,  by  a  renewed  application  on  the 
part  of  The  Prince  of  Wales,  upon  whose  commur 
nication  the  first  Inqqiry  had  been  directed,.  I  now 
find  that  that  punishment;,  whici)  has  been  inflicted, 
pending  a  seven  months  Inquiry  before  the  determi- 
nation, should,  coptrary  to  the  opinion  of  your  Ma- 
j|esty's  servants,  be  cpptinued  after  that  determina* 
tion,  to  await  the  result  of  some  new  proceeding,  to 
be  suggested  by  the  lawyers  of  the  Prince  of  Wales ; 
it  is  impossible  that  I  can  fail  to  assert  to  your  Ma- 
jesty,  with  th^  effect  due  to  truth,  that  I  am,  in  the 
consciousness  of  my  innocence,  find  with  ^  strong 
^ehseofmy  unmeritted  sufferings. 

Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful,  {uid  most 
aftectionate,  but  much  i.njuiied  Subject 
and  I)aughter*in*Iaw, 

(Signed)  C.  P^ 

To  the  King. 

Sire, 

By  my  short  letter  to  Your  Majesty  of  the  1 2th 
instant,  in  answer  to  Your  Majesty's  communica- 
tion of  the  lOth^  1  notified  my  intentioiji  of  repre- 
senting to  Your  Majesty  the  various  grounds,  on 
which  I  felt  the  hardship  of  my  case ;  and,  a  rer 
view  of  which,  I  confidently  hoped,  would  dispose 
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Your  Majesty  to  recal  your  determinatron  to  ad- 
journ, to  an  indefinite  period,  my  receptson  into 
Your  Royal  Presence  ;  a  determination,  which j  in 
addition  to  all  the  other  pain  which  it  brought 
along  with  it,  affected  me  with  the  disappointment 
df  hopes^  which  I  had  fondly  cherished,  with  the 
most  perfect  confidence,  because  they  rested  on 
Yout  Majesty's  gracious  assurance. 

Independently,  however,  of  that  communication 
from  your  Majesty,  I  should  have  felt  myself 
bound  to  have  troubled  Your  Majesty  with  much 
of  the  con&nts  of  the  present  letter. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  paper  which,  by  Your 
Majesty's  commands^  was  transmitted  to  me  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  oh  the  28th  of  last  month, 
and  which  Communicated  to  me  the  joyful  intdli-^ 
gence,  that  Your  Majesty  was  "advised,  that  it 
was  no  longer  necessary  for  you  to  decline  re- 
ceiving me  into  Your  Royal  Pteseuce,"  I  con- 
ceived myself  necesrarily  called  upon  to  send  an 
immediate  answer  to  so  much  of  it  as  respected 
that  intelligenee.  I  could  not  wait  the  time,  which 
it  would  have  required,  to  state  those  observations, 
which  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  refrain  from 
making,  at  some  period,  upon  the  other  important 
particulars  which  that  paper  contained.  Accord- 
ingly, I  answered  it  immediately;  and,  as  Your 
Majesty's  gracious  and  instant  reply  of  last  Thurs- 
day fortnight,  announced  to  me  your  pleasure,  that 
I  should  be  received  by  Your  Majesty,  on  a  day 
subsequent  to  the  then  ensuing  week,  I  was  led 
most  confidently  to  assure  myself,  that  the  last 
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week  would  not  hare  passed^  without  my  having 
received  that  satisfaction.  I  therefore  d<;tenniiied 
to  wait  in  palience^  without  further  intrutioo  upm 
Yonr  Majesty,  till  I  might  hi^ve  the  opportpnity  of 
guarding  myself  from  the  poBqibility  of  being  mis* 
understood^  by  personally  explaining  to  Your  Mar 
jesty,  that,  whatever  observations  I  had  to  make 
upon  the  paper  so  communicated  to  m^,  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  and  whatever  complaints  respecting 
the  delay,  and  the  many  cruel  circumstances  which 
had  attended  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  against 
me,  and  the  unsatisfactory  state,  in  which  tbey 
were  at  length  left  by  that  last  communication,  they 
were  observations '  and  complaints  which  effected 
those  only,  under  whose  advice  Your  Ml9^sty  ha^ 
acted,  and  were  not,  in  any  d^^ree,  intended  to  intir 
mate  even  the  most  distant  insinuation  against  Your 
Majesty's  justice  or  kindness. 

That  paper  established  the  opinion,  which  I 
certainly,  had  ever  confidently  entertained,  but  the 
justness  of  which  I  had  not  before  any  document  to 
establish^  that  Your  Majesty  had,  from  the  iSrst, 
deemed  this  proceeding  a  high  and  important 
matter  of  state,  in  the  consideration  of  which  Your 
Majesty  had  not  felt  yourself  at  liberty  to  trust  to 
your  own  generous  feelings,  and  to  your  own  Royal^ 
and  gracious  judgment.  I  n^^verdsd  b^lieve^  HiBt 
the  cruel  ^tate  of  anxiety,  in  which  I  had  been  kept^ 
ever  since  the  delivery  of  my  Answer^  (for  at  least 
sixteen  weeks)  could  be  at  all  attributable  jLo  Your 
Majesty  ;  it  was  most  unlike  every  thing  which  ) 
bad  ever  experienced  from  Your  Miyeity's  ^conde^ 
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scension^  feeling,  and  justice ;  and  I  founds  from 
that  Paper,  thiait  it  was  to  your  confidential  servants 
I  wias  to  ascribe  the  iengtii  of  banishment  from  your 
presence,  which  they,  at  last,  advised  Your  Ma- 
jesty, it  was  no  longer  necessary  should  be  conti- 
nued. I  perceive,  therefore,  what  I  always  be- 
lieved, that  it  was  to  them,  and  to  them  only,  that  . 
I  owed  the  protracted  continuance  of  my  sufferings, 
and  of  my  disgrace ;  and  that  Your  Majesty,  oonsi-^ 
dering  the  whole  of  this  proceeding  to  have  been 
instituted  and  conducted,  under  the  grave  responsi*  f 
bility  of  Your  Majesty's  servants,  had  not  thought 
proper  to  take  any  step,  or  express  any  opinion, 
upon  any  part  of  it,  but  such  as  was  recommended 
by  their  advice.  Influenced  by  these  sentiments, 
and  anxious  to  have  the  opportunity  of  jcbnveying 
them,  with  the  overflowings  of  a  grateful  heart,  to 
Your  ]V{[ajesty,  what  were  my  sensations  of  surprise, 
mortification,  and  disappointment,  on  the  receipt 
of  Your  Majesty's  letter  of  the  lOkh  instant.  Your 
Majesty  may  conceive,  though  I  am  utterly  unable 
to  express. 

That  Letter  announces  to  me,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of 'Wales,  upon  receiving  the 
several  documents  which  your  Majesty  directed  youir 
Cabinet  to  transmit  to  him,  made  a  personal  com- 
munication to  your  Majesty  of  his  intention  to  put 
them  into  the  hands  of  his  Lawyers,  accompanied 
by  a  request,  that  your  Majesty  would  suspend  any 
further  steps  in  the  business,  until  the  Prince  of 
Wales  should  be  enabled  to  submit  to  your  Majesty 
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the  9t£(tei]]eAt  which'  he  proposed  to  make  •;  and  it 
aUo  announces  to  me  that  your  Majesty  therefore 
considered  it  incumbent  on  you,  to  defer  naming  a 
day  to  me,  until  the  further  result  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  intention  should  have  been  made  knofvn  to 
your  Majesty. 

This  determination  of  your  Majesty,  on  this  re- 
guest,  made  hy  his'  Royal  Highness,  I  humbly  trust 
your  Majesty  will  permit  me  to  entreat  you,  in  your 
most  gracious  justice,  to  reconsider*  Your  Majesty, 
I  am  convinced,  must  have  been  surprised  at  the 
time,  and  prevaileid  upon  by  the  importunity  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  to  think  this  determination  ne«> 
cessary,  or  your  Majesty's  generosity  and  justice 
would  never  have  adopted  it.  And  if  I  can  satisfy 
your  Majesty  of  the  unparalleled  injustice,  and  cru- 
elty, of  this  interposition  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at 
such  a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  I  feel 
the  most  perfect  confidence  that  your  Majesty  will 
hasten  to  retail  it. 

I  should  basely  be  wanting  to  my  own  interest 
and  feelings,  if  I  did  not  plainly  state  my  sense  of 
that  injustice,  and  cruelty ;  and  if  1  did  not  roost 
loudly  complain  of  it*  Your  Majesty  will  better 
perceive  the  just  grounds  of  my  complaint,  when  I 
retrace  the  course  of  these  proceedings  from- their 
commencement. 

The  four  noble  Lords,  appointed  by  your  Majesty 
to  inquire  into  the  charges  brought  against  me,  in 
their  Report  of  the  1.4th  of  July  last,  after  having  sta- 
ted that  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales 
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fiad  had  laid  before  him,  the  efaai^e  which  wits  made 
against  me  by  Lady  Douglas,  and  the  declaration  in 
topport  of  it^  proceed  ia  the  following  manner. 

*  "  In  the  painful  situation  in  which  his  Royal 
''  Highness  was  placed  by  these  communicationst 
^^  we  learnt  that  His  Royal  Highness  had  adopted 

the  only  course  which  could,  in  our  jndgmentj 

with  propriety  be  followed.  When  information 
*f  such  as  these  had  been  thus  confidently  alleged; 
'^  {and  particularly  detailed,  and  bad  been  in  some 
^^  degree  supported  by  collateral  evidence,  applying 
^^  to  other  fivcts  of  the  same  nature^  (though  goif^ 
^^  to  a  far  less  extent.)  one  iim  only  could  be  pur^ 
^^  filled. 

JEvery  sentioieni  of  duty  to  your  Iji^ajesty)  and 

of  Qoncem  foi*  the  public  welfare^  required  that 
^'  thes^  particulars  should  not  be. withheld  frbi^ 
^^  your  M^esty,  to  whom  more  particularly  b^*^ 
*^  longed  the  cognizance  of  a  matter  of  Stste,'  M 
^^  neafrly  touching  the  honour  of  ytrar  Msje^y's 
^^  Roj^al  Family^  and,  by  posiibili^,  aflbcting  thi 
*^  suceession  of  your  Majesty's  Croyvii. 

^  Your  Majesty  had  been  pteased,  on 'your  parti 
-^^'  to  vfelv  the  subject  in  the  same  light.  Consider^ 
*^  rkg  it!  af9  a  matter  ^)lich/  on  every  acoo'unty  dm- 
^^  manded  the  i|iost  immediate  jmvesii^ion^  yoti^ 
^^  Majesty  had  thbugi^t  ^t  to  commit  intor  our  bands 
■^^  thte  duty  of  ascertaining,  in  the  first  instance, 
^'  what  degree  of  credit  watfiue  to  khe  itifbrmation, 
^  an^i  thereby  enabling  your  Majesty  tor  deetiife 

wfa^t  further ' conduct  to  adopt  respediirig  them.'* 

*  ^Report,  p.  6.  ante. 
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His  Roya]  Highness  then^  pursuing,  asthefouf 
Lords'  say,  the  only  course^  which  could  in  their 
judgment,  with  propriety,  be  pursued,  submitted 
the  matter  to  your  Majesty. — ^Your  Majesty  direct- 
ed the  Inquiry  by  the  four  noble  Lordsl — ^Tbe 
four  Lords  in  their  Report  upon  the  case,  justly 
acquitted  me  of  all  crime,  and  expressed  (I  will  not 
wait  now  to  say  how  unjustly)  the  credit  which 
they  gave,  and  the  consequence  they  ascribed  to 
other  matters,  which  they  did  not,  however,  cha- 
racterize as  amounting  to  any  crime. — ^To  this  Re- 
port I  made  my  answer.— That  answer,  together 
with  the  whole  proceedings,  js'as  referred  by  your 
Majesty,  to  the  same  four  noble  Lords,  and  others 
of  your  Majesty's  cpnfidential  servants.  They  ad- 
vised your  Majesty,  amcmgst  much  other  matter^ 
(which  must  be  the  subject  of  further  observations) 
that  there  was  no  longer  any  reason  why  y pu.  shouM 
decline  receiving  me. 

Your  Majesty  will  necessarily  conceive  that  I 
have^  always  looked  upon  my  banishment  from 
your  Royal  Presence,  as,  in  foot,  a  punishment, 
^layd  a  severe  one  tqo,  I  thought  it  *  sufficiently 
liard,  that  I. should  have  been  suffering  that  punish- 
Bient,  during  the  time  that  this  Inquiry  has  been 
pending,  while  I  was  ydL  only  .under  acci^tion,  and 
upon  the  principles  of  the  jjust  laws  of  yoijr  Ma- 
jesty ^s  kingdom,  entitled  to  be- ptesunied  t6  be 
innocent,  till. I  was  proved  to  be  guilty,  i  But  I 
'find  this  does  not  appear  ^o  be  enough,  in  the  opi- 
nion of .  Ihfs  Prince  of  Wales.:    For  nqw,  when 
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after  this  long  Inquiry,  into  matters  which  required 
immediate  investigation,  I  have  been  acquitted  of 
every  thing  which  could  call  for  my  banishment 
from  your  Royal  Presence; — after  your  Majesty's 
confidential  servants  jhave  thus  expressly  advised 
your  Majesty  that  they  see  no  reason  why  you 
should  any  longer  decline  to  receive  me  into  your 
presence  ; — after  your  Majesty  had  graciously  noti- 
fied to  me,  your  determination  to  receive  me  at  an  " 
early  day,  His  Royal  Highness  interposes  the  de- 
mand of  a  new  delay  ;  desires  your  Majesty  not  to 
take  any  step  ;  desires  you  not  to  act  upon  the  ad* 
yice  which  your  oWn  confidential  servants  have  given 
you,  that  you  need  no  longer  decline  seeing  me;-7- 
jQot  to  execute  your  intention,  and  assurance,  that 
you  would  receive  me  at  an  early  day ; — because 
he  has  laid  the  documents  before  his  Lawyers,  and 
intends  to  prepare  a  further  statement.     And  the 
judgment  of  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants, 
is,  as  it  were,  appealed   from    by  the   Prince   of 
Wales,  (whom,  from  this  time,  at  least,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  consider  as  assuming  the  character  of 
vay  accuser) ; — the  justice  due  to  me  is  to  be  sus* 
pended^    while  the  judgment    of  your   Majesty's 
jswora  servants  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  revision 
of  my  accuser  s  Counsel ;»  and  I,  though  acquitted, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Majesty's  confidential  ser- 
^vants,  of  all  that  should  induce  your  Majesty  to  de- 
(XvQSi  seeing  me,    am    to    have   that  punishment, 
<which  had  been  inflicted  upon  me,  during  the  In- 
fjuiry^  continued  after  that  acquittal,  till  a  fresh 
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statement  is  prepared,  to  be  again  submitted^  fqr 
aught  I  know,  to  another  Inquiry,  of  as  extended 
a  continuance  as  that  which  has  just  terminated. 

Can  it  be  said  that  the  proceedings  of  the  four 
noble  Lords,  or  of  your  Majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vants, have  been  so  lenient,  and  considerate  towards 
me  and  my  feelings,  as  to  induce  a  suspicion  that 
I  have  been  too  favourably  dealt  with  by  them  ? 
and  that  the  advice  which  has  been  given  to  your 
Majesty,  that  your  Majesty  need  no  longer  decline 
to  receive  me,  was  hastily  and  partially  delivered  ? 
I  am  confident,  that  your  Majesty  must  see  the 
very  reverse  of  this  to  be  the  case — that  I  have 
every  reason  to  complain  of  the  inexplicable  delay  ' 
which  so  long  withheld  that  advice.  And  the 
whole  character  of  the  observations  with  which  they 
accompanied  it,  marks  the  reluctance  with  which 
they  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  giving  it. 

For  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  advise 
your  Majesty,  "  that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for 
**  you  to  decline  receiving  me  into  yoiHr  Royal 
*^  Presence."  If  this  is  their  opinion  and  their  ad- 
vice now,  why  was  it  not  their  opinion  and  their 
advice  four  months  ago,  from  the  date-  of  my  an^ 
8wer  ?  Nay,  why  was  it  not  their  opinion  and 
advice  from  the  date  even  ^  of  the  original  Report 
itself }  For  not  only  had  they  been  in  possesisiom 
of  my  answer  for  above  sia^teen  weiksy  whi^eh  ait 
least  furnished  them  with  all  the  materials  on  wfaieh 
this  advice  at  length  was  given,  but  fiiither,  your 
Majesty  s  confidential  servants  are  forward  to  state^ 
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that  after  having  read  my  obsenrations,  and  the 
affidavits  which  they  annexed  to  them,  they  agree 
in  the  opinions  (hot  in  any  single  opinion  upon  any 
partiicular  branch  of  the  case,  but  in  the  opinioM 
generally)  which  were  submitted  to  your  Majesty^ 
in  the  original  Report  of  the  four  Lords.  If  there- 
fore (notwithstanding  their  concurrence  in  all  the 
opinions  contained  in  the  Report)  they  have  never-^ 
theless  given  to  your  Majesty  their  advice,  **  that 
it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  you  to  decline  re- 
ceiving me ;" — ^what  could  have  prevented  their 
offering  that  advice,  even  from  the  14th  of  July, 
the  date  of  the  original  Report  itself?  Or  what 
could  have  warranted  the  withholding  of  it,  even 
for  single  moment?  Instead,  therefore,  of  any 
trace  being  observable,  of  hasty,  precipitate,  and 
partial  determination  in  my  favour,  it  is  impossible 
to  interpret  their  conduct  and  their  reasons  toge- 
ther in  any  other  sense,  than  as  amounting  to  an 
admission  of  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants 
themselves,  that  I  have,  in  consequence  of  their 
withholding  that  advice,  been  unnecessarily  and 
cruelly  banished  from  your  Royal  Presence,  from 
the  14th  of  July,  to  the  28th  of  January,  including 
a  space  of  above  six  months ;  and  the  effect  of  the 
interposition  of  the  Prince,  is  to  prolong  my  suflEer- 
ings,  and  my  disgrace,  under  the  same  banishment, 
to  a  period  perfectly  indefinite. 

The  principle  which  will  admit  the  effect  of 
such  interposition  now,  may  be  acted  upon  again ; 
and  the  Priijce  may  require  ^  further  prolongation. 
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-upon  fresh  statements,  and  fresh  chains,  kept 
back  ]X)ssibly  for  the  purpose  of  being,  from  time 
to  time,  conveniently  interposed,  to  prevent,  for 
^ever,  the  arrival  of  that  hour,  which,  displaying 
to  the  world  the  acknowledgment  of  my  unmerited 
sufferings  and  disgrace,  may,  at  the  same  time, 
expose  the  true  malicious  and  unjust  quality  of  the 
proceedings  which  have  been  so  long  carried  on 
against  me. 

This  unseasonable,  unjust,  and  cruel  interposi- 
tion of  His  Royal  Highness,  as  I  must  ever  deem 
it,  has  prevailed  upon  your  Majesty  to  recall,  to 
my  prejudice,  your  gracious  purpose  of  receiving 
me,  in  pursuance  of  the  advice  of  your  servants. 
Do  I  then  flatter  myself  too  much,  when  I  feel  as- 
sured, that  my  just  entreaty,  founded  upon  the 
reasons  which  I  urge,  and  directed  to  counteract 
only  the  effect  of  that  unju&t  interposition,  will  in- 
duce your  Majesty  to  return  to  your  original  deter- 
mination? 

Restored  however,  as  I  should  feel  myself,  to  ia 
state  of  comparative  security,  as  well  as  credit,  by 
being,  at  length,  permitted,  upon  your  Majesty's 
gracious  reconsideratioti  of  your  last  determination, 
to  have  access  to  your  Majesty  ;  yet,  under  all  the 
circumstances  under  which  I  should  now  receive  that 
mark  and  confirmation  of  your  Majesty's  opinion 
of  my  innocence,  my  character  would  not,  I  fear, 
stanrl  cleared  in  the  public  opinion,  by  the  mere 
fact  of  your  Majesty's  receptioix  of  me.  This  re- 
vocation of  your  Majesty's  gracious  purpose  has 
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iBung  aa  additioiial  cloud  about  the  whole  proeeed* 
Ing,  and  the  infereneea  drawn  in  the  public  mind^ 
from  this  circumstance^  so  mysterious,  and  so  per- 
fectly inexplicable^  upon  any  grounds  which  ar^ 
open  to  their  knowle<%e,  has  made,  and  will  leare 
so  deep  an  impression  to  my  prejudice,  as  soaroe 
any  thing,  short  of  a  puUic  exposure  of  all  that  ha3 
passed,  can  possibly  /effitce. 

The  publication  of  all  these  proceeding9  to  the 
world,  then,  seems  to  me,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, (whatever  reluctance  I  feel  against  such 
a  measure,  and  however  I  regret  the  hard  necessity 
which  drives  me  to  it)  to  be  almost  the  only^'e- 
ttiaining  resource,  for  the  vindicatipa  of  my  l^onour 
and  character.  llie  fialsehood  of  the  accusar 
tion  is,  by  no  means,  all  that  will,  by  such  publio»r 
tion,' appear  to  tiie  credit  and  clearance  of  my  cha- 
racter ;  but  the  coiu^e  in  which  the  whole  proceed- 
ings have  been  carried  on,  or  rather  delayed,  by 
those^  to  whom  your  Majesty  referred  the  consi- 
deration of  them,  will  shew,  that,  whatever  mea- 
sure of  justice  1  may  have  ultimately  received  at 
their  hands,  it  is  not  to  be  suspected  as  arising  from 
^  any  merciftil  and  indulgent  consideration  of  me^  of 
my  feelings,  or  of  my  case. 

It  will  be  seen  how  my  feelings  had  been  ha^ 
massed,  and  my  character  and  honour  exposed^  by 
f  be  delays  which  have  taken  place  in  these  pf oqeied- 
logs :  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  existence  of  tJ^ 
charge  against  me  had  avowedly  been  known  t0  th^ 

rf  ■       .  ^  ■ 


316 

public,  from  the  7th  of  June  iii  the  last  year. — I 
say  known  to  the  public^  because  it  was  on  that 
day'  that   the   Commisioners,  acting,  as  I  am  to 
suppose,  rfor  so  they  state  in  their  Report)   under 
the  anxious  wish,  that  their  trust  should  he  executed 
with  as  little  publicity  as  possible,  aulhorized  that 
unnecessary  insult  and  outrage  upon  me,  as  I  must 
always  consider  it,  which,  however  intended,  gave 
the  utmost  publicity  and  exposure  to  the  existence 
of  these  charges — I  mean  the  sending  two  attor* 
nies,  armed  with  their  Lordships'  warrant,  to  my 
house,  to  bring  before  them,  at  once,  about  one 
half  of  my  household  for  examination.     The  idea 
of  privacy,  after  an  act,  so  much  calculated,  from 
the  extraordinary  nature  of  it,  to  excite  the  gresitest 
alttention  and  surprise,  your  Majesty  must  feel  to 
have  been  impossible  and  absurd ;  for  an  attempt 
at  secrecy,  mystery,  and  concealment,  on  my  part, 
could,  under  such  circumstances,  only:  have  been 
construed  into  the  fearfulness  of  guilt. 

It  will  appear  also,  that  frbm  that  time,  I  heard 
nothing  Authentically  upon  tbe  sutgect  till  the  1 1th 
of  August,  when  Iwas  furnished,  by  your  Majesty's 
commands,  with  the  Report.  The  several  papers 
necessary  to  my  understanding  the  whole  of  these 
charges,  in  the  authentic  state  in  which  your  Ma- 
jesty thought  it  proper,  graciously  to  direct,  that  I 
should  haVe  them,  were  not  delivered  to  me  till 
the  beginning  of  Sepf ember.  My  a(nsw€;r  to  these 
'-various  charges,  though  the  vi^hole  subject  of  them 
was  new  to  those  whose  advice  I  had  recourse  to^ 
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I<nig«^  that. answer  was  necessarily  .obliged  to  be, 
vfm  ftkjliv^red  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  be  for- 
warded  to  Your  Majesty,  by  the  sixth  of  October ; 
and,  froip  the  6th  of  October  to  the  28th  of  Ja- 
nuary, I  was  kept  in  total  ignorance  of  the  effect  of 
that  answer.  Not  only  \yill  all  t^is  delay  be  appa- 
rent,  but  it  ^111  be  geners^IIy  shewn  to  the  world 
how  Your  Msyesty's  servants  had,  in  this  itnportailt 
business,  treated  yoi^r  daughter-in-law,  the  ]PrinCess 
of  Wales;  and  what  measure  of  justice  she,  a  fe- 
male, and  ^  stranger  in  yoqr  land,  has  experienced 
at  their  hands.. 

.  i  Undoubtedly  ^tg^iqs|:  such  a  proceeding  I  have 
ever  felt,  and  still  feel,  ap  ^Imo^t  invincible  repug- 
nance.    Every  sentiment  of  delicacy,  with  which  a 
female  n)^l|d  must  shrink  from  the  act  of  bringing 
befone  the  public  such,  charges,  howeyer  conscious 
(^  their  Sjpaudal  and  falsity,  and  however  clearly 
tbat'SOattdal  and  falsity  may  be  manifested  by  the 
an^vir^r  to  those  charges ; — the  respect  still  due  from 
foie,  to  persons  eniployed  in  authority  under  your 
M^'esty,  hpwever  little  respect  I   may  have  rer' 
ceived  frona  them  ;-r-my  duty  tq  His  Royal  High- 
uesQ  the  Ppince  pf  ^^les  ;-T^my  r^rd  for  all  the 
members  of  your  august  Family  y — my  esteensi,  my 
duty,  my  gr;ititude  to.  your  Majesty,— my  affection- 
ate grs^titude  for  all  the  paternal  kindness,  which  I 
have  .ever  experienced  frpn^L  you  ;-T-niy  anxiety,  not 
only  to  avoid  tl}e  risk  pf  giving  any  pfience  or  dis- 
pleasure to  yqur  Msyesty,  but  also  to  fly  froni  every 
ofxasim  pf  creating  the  slight^t  sentiment  of  un- 
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.    easiness  in  the  mind  of  5rour  Majesty,  whose  {m{ipi«» 
ness  it  would  be  the  pride  and  pleasure  of  my  Kfe 
to  consult  and  to  promote  ;  and  these  various  senti^ 
ments  have  compelled  me  to  submit,  as  long  as  bu^ 
man  forbearance  could  endure,  to  all  the  rnifavour-^ 
able  inferences  which  were,  through  this  delays  daily 
increasing  in  the  public  mind.     What  the  strength 
and  efficacy  of  these  motives  have  been.  Your  Ma-» 
jesty  will  do  me  the  justice  to  feel,  when  you  are 
pleased^  graciously,   to  consider  how  Idnjg  I  have 
been  contented  to  suffer  those  suspicibt^s  to  exis(| 
against  my  innocence,  which  the  bringing  b^re 
the  public  of  my  accusation  and  my  defettce  to  it, 
woqld    so    indisputably    and    immediately    have 
dispelled. 

The  measure,  however,  of  making  th^fte  pW)-. 
ceedings  public,  whatever  mode  I  can  adopt  (con^ 
9idering  especially  the  absoltlte  ilti possibility  offtuf^ 
feringany  partial  produc^tion  of  lAiem,  and- the  ne^ 
cessity  that,  if  for  any  purpose  any  part  ^  theof 
should  be  produced,  the  whole  n^urt  bfe  brougiit 
before  the  public)  remain^  surrounded  with  all  the 
ol^^ctions  which  1  have  enumerated  ;  and  nothing 
could  ever  have'  prievailed  upon  ttie,  or  can  how 
even  prevail  upon^me  to  have  recourse  to  it,  b«rtaiii 
imperious  sense  of  indispehsible  duty  to  ttiy  f utore 
safety,  to  my  present  character  atid  honoui*,  and  to 
the  feelings,  the  character,  ^nd  the  intefeste'  'ct  my 
child,     i  bad  flattered  tayself,  when  oftce  thi«  lotag 
proceeding  should  have  tenminated,-  ift  my  reoep-^ 
tion  into  Your  Majesty's  presence,  that th^  dircttmrw 
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staniie  alooe  would  have  so  strongly  implied  my  m# 
Docrnce  of  all  that  had  been  brought  againt  me,  as 
to  havie  be^a  pmfectly  sufficient  for  my  honour  and 
my  security ;  but  accompaniedj  as  it  now  must  be^ 
ivith  the  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  Your  Majesty 
lias  been  brought  to  hesitate  upon  its  propriety,  and 
accompanied  also  with  the  very  unjustiiiable  obser- 
vatioiis^as  they  appear  to  me,  on  vdiich  I  shall  pre* 
aeptly  proceed  to  nemark ;  and  which  were  made 
by  your  Majesty^s  servants,  at  the  time  when  they 
gave  you  their  advice  to  receive  me ;  I  feel  myself 
in  a  fifituation^  in  which  I  deeply  regret  tliat  I  cannot 
restj  ki  ^lence,  without  an  immediate  reception 
into  your  Majesty's  presenoe;  nor,  indeed^  with 
that  reception,  unless  it  be  attended  by  other  eir^- 
cumstances,  which  may  mark  my  satisfactory  ac- 
quittat  of  th^  charges  which  have  beeai  brojuglit 
against  me. 

It  shall  at  no  time  be  said^  with  truth,  that  I 
fifarunk  back  from  these  infamous  charges ;  that  I 
eroiM^hed  before  my  enemies,  and  courted  them,  by  « 
my  submission  into  moderation?  No,  I  have  ever 
boldly  defied  them.  I  have  ever  felt  and  still  feel, 
that,  if  they  should  think,  either  of  pursuing  these 
accusations,  or  of  bringing  forward  any  other  which 
the  wickedness  of  individuals  nuiy  devise,  to  affect 
my  honour;  (since,  my  conscienoe  tells  me,  tlrat 
they  must  be^  as  base  and  groundless  as  those 
brought  by  Lady  DcHigla^)  while  the,  witnesses  to 
^  the  inuoc^itoe  of  my  cpniiuGt,  are  all  living,  I  should 
be  abte  "to  4if pQOve  them  Mi  and^  whoever  m^ 
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be  my  accusers^  to  triumph  over  their  wickednes 
atid  malice.  But  should  these  accusations  be  re- 
newed ;  or  any  other  be  brought  forward^  in  any 
future  time,  death  may,  I  know  not  how  soon,  re- 
move from  my  innocence  its  best  security,  and  de^ 
prive  me  of  the  means  of  my  justification,  and  my 
defence. 

There  are  therefore  other  measures,  which  I 
trust  your  Majesty  will  think  indispensable  to  be 
taken,  for  my  honour,  and  for  my  security.  Amongst 
these,  I  most  humbly  submit  to  your  Majesty  my 
most  earnest  entreaties  that  the  proceedings,  inclu* 
ding  not  only  my  first  answer,  arid  my  letter  of  the 
8th  of  December,  but  this  letter  also,  my  be  direc- 
ted by  your  Majesty  to  be  so  preserved  and  depo- 
sited, as  that  they  may,  all  of  them,  securely  remsLift 
permanent  authentic  documents  and  memorials,  of 
this  accusation  and  of  the  manner  in  which  I  met 
it ;  of  my  defence,  as  well  as  of  the  charge.  That 
they  may  remain  capable  ait  any  time,  of  being  ref- 
sorted  to,  if  the  malice  which  produced  the  charge 
originally,  shall  ever  venture  to  renew  it. 

Beyond  this,  I  am  sure  your  Majesty  will  think 
it  but  proper  and  just,  that  I  should  be  restored,  in 
every  respect,  to  the  same  situation,  from  whence 
the  proceedings,  under  these  false  charges,  have 
removed  me.  That,  besides  being  graciously  re- 
ceived, again,  into  the  bosom  of  your  Majesty^s 
Royal  Family,  restored  to  my  former  respect  and 
station  amongst  them,  your  Majesty  will  be  gra<^« 
ously  pleased^  either  to  exert  your  influence^  with 
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His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales^  that  I 
;Day  be  .restored  to  the  use  of  my  apartment  in 
•Carlton  House^  which  .was. reserved  for  me,  excejd: 
while  the  apartm^ents  were  undergoing  repair,  till 
the  date  of  these  proceedings;  or.  to  assign  to  me 
SQQie  apartment  in  one  of  your  Royal  Palaces* 
Some  apartment  in  or  near  to  London  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  for  my  convenient  attendance  at  the 
Drawing-room.  And  if  I  am  not  restored  to  that 
a.t  Carlton  House,  I  trust  your  Majesty  will  graci- 
ously perceivje,  how  reasonable  it  is,  that  I  should 
request,  that  some  ^apartment  should  be. assigned 
to.  me,  suited  to  my  dignity  and  situation,  which 
may  mark  my  reception  and  acknowledgment, 
as  one  of  your  Majesty's  family,  and  from  which 
my  attendance  at  the  Drawing-room  may  be  easy 
and  convenient. 

J  If  these  measures  are  taken,  I  should  hope  that 
they  would  prove  satisfactory  to  the  public  mind, 
and  that  I  may  feel  myself  fully  restored  in  public 
estimation,  to  my  former  character.  And  should 
jthey  prove  so  satisfactory,  I  shall  indeed  be  delight- 
ed to  think,  that  no  further  step  may,  even  now, 
appear  to  be  necessary  to  my  peace  of  mind,  my 
security,  and  my  honour. 

But  your  Majesty  will  permit  me  to  say,  that  if 
the  pext  week^  which  will  make  more  than  a 
month  from  the  time  of  your  Majesty's  informing 
sne  that  you  would  receive  me,  should  pass  without 
iny  being  received  into  your  presence,  and  without 
having  the  assuraace  that  these  other  requests  of 
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mine  shall  be  cimTpIied  with ;  I  ^haU  be  ttoder  tfie 
painful  necessity  of  considering  them  as  ref^ised* 
In  which  case,  I  shall  feel  myself  compelledj  how-  -^ 
ever  reluctantly,  to  give  the  whole  of  these  po^ 
ceedings  to  the  world.  Unless  your  Majesty  can 
suggest  other  adequate  means  of  securing  my 
honour  and  my  life^  from  the  efiect  of  the  continu- 
ance  or  renewal  of  these  proceedings,  Ibr  the  future, 
as  well  as  the  present.  For  I  entreat  your  Majesty 
to  believe,  that  it  is  only  in  the  absence  of  all  other 
adequate  means,  that  I  can  have  resort  to  that 
measure.  That  I  consider  it  with  deep  regret ; 
that  I  regard  it  with  serious  apprehension^  by  no 
means  so  much  on  account  of  the  efiect  it  may  have 
upon  myself ;  as  on  account  of  the  pain  which  it 
may  give  to^  Your  Majesty,  your  august  Family, 
^nd  your  loyal  subjects. 

As  &r  as  myself  am  concerned,  I  am  aware  of  ttie 
observations  to  which  this  publication  will  expose 
me.  fiut  I  am  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  I  have 
th^  choice  only  of  two  most  unpleasant  alternatives. 
And  I  am  perfectly  confident  that  the  imputations 
and  the  loss  of  character  which  must,  under  Aese 
circumstances,  follow  from  my  silence,  are  most 
injurious  and  unavoidable ;  that  my  silence,  under 
such  circumstances,  must  lead  inevitably  to  my 
titter  infamy  and  rqin.  The  publication,  on  the 
other  band,  will  expose  to  the  world  nothing,  which 
is  spoken  to  by  any  witness  (whose  in&my  and 
discredit  is  not  unanswerably  exposed  and  establish- 
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ed)  which  can,  in  the  slightest  de^ee,  effect  my 
character,  for  honour,  virtue,  and  delicacy. 

There  may  be  circumstances  diseased,  manifest*^ 
ing  a  degree  of  condescension  and  iamiliartty  in  my 
behaviour  and  conduct,  which  in  ,the  opinions  of 
many,  may  be  considered  as  not  sufficieMly  goarded, 
dignified,  and  resefrved.  Circumstances  however  * 
which  my  foreign  education,  and  foreign  habits, 
misled  m^  to  think,  in  the  humble  and  retired 
situation  in  which  it  was  my  fate  to  Kve,  and 
where  I  had,  no  relation,  no  equal,  do  friend-  td 
advise  me,  were  wholly  free  from  offence.  But 
♦^hen  they  have  been  dragged  forward,  from  the 
scenes  of  private  life,  in  a  grave  proceeding  on  a 
charge  of  High  Treason  and  Adultery,  they  seem 
to  derive  a  colour  and  character,  from  the  nature 
of  the  charge,  which  they  are  brought  forward  to 
support.  And  I  cannot  but  believe,  that  they  have 
been  used  for  no  other .  purpose  than  to  afford  a 
cover,  to  screen  from  view  the  injustice  of  that' 
charge ;  that  they  have  been  taken  advantage  of, 
to  let  down  my  accusers  more  gently  ;  and  to  de* 
prive  me  of  that  full  acquittaUon  the  Report  of  the 
four  Lords,  which  my  innocence  of  all  offence  most 
justly  entitled  me  to  receive.. 

» 

Whatever  opinion  however  may  be  formed  upoti 
any  part  of  my  conduct,  it  must  in  justice  be  form'* 
ed,  with  reference  to  the  situation  in  which  I  was 
placed;  if  I  am  judged  of  as  Princess  of  Wales, 
with  reference  to  the  high  rank  of  that  station,  I 

eg 
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mutt  be  judged  is  Princess  of  Wales^  b^ished 
from  the  Prince,  unprotected  by  the  support  and 
the  counteoance,  which  belong  to  that  station ; 
and  if  I  am  judged  of  b  my  private  character,  as  a 
darned  woman,  I  most  be  judged  of  as  a  wife 
banished  from  her  husband,  and  livii^  in  a  widowed 
sedttsion  from  him,  and  retirement  from  the  world. 
This  last  consideration  leads  me  to  recnr  to  an  ex- 
pression in  Mr*  Listens  examination,  which  de- 
scribes my  conduct,  in  the  frequency  and  the  man* 
ner  of  my  receiving  the  visits  of  Captain  Manby, 
though  always  in  the  presence  of  my  ladies,  as  un* 
becoming,  a  married  woman.  Upon  the  extreme 
injustice  of  setting  up  the  opimum  of  one  woman^ 
as  it  were,  in  jud^mei^  upon  the  conduct  of  ano- 
Aer  ;  as  well  a%  of  estimating  the  conduct  of  a  per- 
son in  my  unfortunate  situation,  by.  reference  t^ 
that,  which  might  in  general  be  expected  from  a 
married  woman,  living  happily  with  her  husjband^ 
I  have  before  generally  remarked :  But  beyond 
these  general  remarks  in  forming  any  estimate  of 
my  conduct,  your  Majesty  will  never  forget  the  veiy 
peculiar  circumstances  and  misfortunes  of  my  situ- 
ation. Your  Majesty  will  remember  that  I  had 
not  been  much  above  a  year  in  this  country,  whei|  { 
received  the  following  letter  from  ilis  Royal  High:* 

jaess  the  Prince  of  \y^cS' 


«  fViadt^r  Cattle, 
April  30,  IJ96. 
^*  Madam, 


As  Lord  Chpfmondely  informs  me '  tfadt  ypa 
wish  I  would  define,'  in  writing,*  the  terms 
upon  which  we  are  to  live,  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  explain  myself  upon  that  head,  with 
as  mudb  clearness,  and  with  as  much  propriety, 
as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will  admit*  Our  in- 
^^  cti nations  arfe  not  in  our  power,  nor  should  either 
'*  of  us  h^  held  answerable  to  the  other,  because 
'^  nature  has  Dot  made  us  suitable  to  each  other. 
^*  Tranquil  and  comfortable  society  is,  however,  in 
our  power;  let  our  intercourse,  therefore,  be 
restricted  to  that,  and  I  will  disttnctfy  subscribe 
to  the  condition*f'  which  you  required,  through 
Lady  Choi  mondeley,  that  even  in  the  event  of 
any  accident  happening  to  my  daughter,  which 
"  I  trust  Providence  in  its  mercy  will  avert,  I 
shall  not  infringe  the  terms  of  the  restriction  by 
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*  The  raUUnce  of  tbit  letter  bad  httn  pnirioiisljr  eonvtyed  In  a  iDcs« 
Mge  through  Lord  CbolmoAdeley  to  her  Royal  Highness.  Bat  it  was 
thought  by  her  Jloyal  Highness,  to  be  inflniiely  too  important  to  rest 
MieVRly  tipon  a  verbal  eomnvnieation,  and  thertfoie  she  dcairad  that  bU 
Rojal  fiij^ness's  pleasure  upon  it  should  be  eommunicated  to  her  in 
writing. 

f  €poa  the  receipt  of  the  message  alluded  to»  in  the  ferageinc  "Pte^ 
Her  Roy^l  Highness*  thuogh  she  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  sulnnit  to  the 
arrangement  which  his  Royal  Highness  might  determine  upon,  desired 
it  might  be  understood,  that  she  should  insist  that  any  sach  arrange* 
ment  if  nnoe  made,  should  be  considered  as  final.  And  that  his  Royal 
Highness  should  not  retain  the  right,  from  >|p&e  to  tinse,  «t  his  pkwitf^ 
•riwder  any  ctrcamstuioesj  to  flter  \U  ^  ' 
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proposing  at  any  period,  a  connection  of  a  more 
particular  nature.  I  shall  now  finally  close  this 
disagreeable  correspondence,  trusting  that,  as 
we  have  completely  explained  ourselves  to  each 
other^  the  rest  of  our  lives  will  be  passed  in  un- 
interrupted tranquillity. 

*'  I  am,  Madam, 

*'  With  great  truth, 
**  Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  «  GEORGE  P."     . 


And  that  to  this  letter  I  sent  the  following  answer  :^ 

.  ^^    L'aveu    de    voire    conversation    avec    Lord . 

^^  Cholmondeiy,    ne  m'^tonqe,    ni  ne  m'offense. 

^'  C^toit  me  confirmer,  ce  que  vous  m'avez  tar. 
citement  insinu^  depuis  una  ann^.  Mais  il.  y. 
auroit  apr^s  cela,  un  manque  de  d^licdtesse  ou^ 
pour  mieux  dire,  une  bassesse  indigne  de  me 
plaindre  des  conditions,  que  vous  vous  imposez  a 


*'  vous-m6me. 


^^  Je  ne  vous  aurois  point  fait  de  r^popse,  si 
*^  votre  lettre  n'^oit  con^ue  de  mani^re  a  faire 
*^  douter,  si  cet  arrangement  vient  de  vous,  ou  de' 
^^  moi ;  et  vous  savez  que  vous  en  avez  seul 
^^  I'hpnneur.  La  lettre  que  vous  m'announcez 
'^  comme  la  derni^re,  m'oblige  de  communiquer 
"  au  Roi,  com  me  ^  mon  Souverain,  et  h,  mon 
^^  P^re,  votre  aveu  et  is^^  repoime.    Yous  trouve- 


•9d 


K 


€€ 


rez  ci-incluse  la  copie  de  celle  ijue  j'l^cris  aa 
^^  Roi.  Je  vous  en  pr^\^ens  pour  ne  pas  matti* 
^'  rer  de  votre  part  la  moindre  reprocbe  de  duplir 
cit^.  Comme  je  p'ai  dans  ce  moment^  d^autre 
protecteur  que  Sa  Majesty,  je  m'en  rapporte 
**  umquement  H  lui.  £t  si  ma  conduite  nierite 
^^  «on  approbation^  je  serai^  du  moins  en  partie, 
**  consolee. 

Du  reste,  je  conserve  topte  la  reconnoissanc^ 
possible  de  ce  que  je  hie  frouve  par  votre 
moyen,  comihe  Princesse  de  Gaties^  dans  une 
situation  k  pouvoir  me  livrer  sans  contrainte,  k 
une  vertu  cb^  k  mbn  coeur^  je  veux  dire  la 
^^  bienfaisance.  Ce  sera  pout  moi  un  devoir  d'agir 
de  plus  par  un  autre  motif,  savoir  celiii  de  don- 
*'  ner  lexemple  de  la  patience^  et  de  la  r^ignation 
*^  dans  toutes.  sortes  d*epreuves.  Rendez-moi  la 
*^  justice  de  me  croi re,  queje  ne  cesserai  jamais  de 
"  faire  des  vceux  pour  votre  bonheur,  et  d'etre' 
^^  votre  bien  d^vouee/** 

(Signed)  «  CAROLINE." 

''  Ce  fide  Mai,  1796." 

*  TRANSLATION. 

•  1  * 

The  avowal  of  your  conversation  with  Lord  Cholmondely^  neither  tar-* 
prises,  nor  offends  me.  It  merely  confirmed  what  you  have  tacitly  insinu- 
ated for  Uii3  twelve-month.  But  after  this,  it  would  be  a  want  of  delicacy, 
or  rather  an  unworthy  meanness  in  me,  were  I  to  complain  of  those  o^a- 
ditions  which  you  impose  upon  yourself. 

I  should  have  returned  no  answer  to  your  letter,  if  it  had  not  been  eon- 
eeir^d  in  terms  t«  make  it  doubtful,  irhether  thn  arran|;enieu(  proceed 
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The  date  of  his  Royat  Higfanesv^a  letter  is  the 
3mh  of  April,  1796.  The  date  of  our  marriage, 
year  Majesty  will  recollect,  is  the  8th  day  of  Aprils 
iit  the  year  1795,  and  that  of  the  birth  of  6ur  only 
cbitd  the  7th  of  January,  1796. 

On  the  letter  of  his  Royal  Highness  I  offer  na 
comnient.    I  only  entreat  your  Majesty,  not  to  un* 
derstand  me  to  introduce  it,  as  affording  any  sop-' 
posed  justification  or  excnse,  for  the  least  departtire 
from  the  strictest  line  of  virtue,  or  the  slightest^ 
deviation  from  the  most  refined  delicacy.     The 
crime,  whidi  has  been  insinuated  against  me,,  would 
be  equally  criminal  and  detestalde  ;  the  indelicacy 
imputed  to  me  would  be  equally  odious  aud  abortii* 
nable,  whatever  renunciation  of  conji^l  authority 
and  afi^tion,  the  above  letter  of  his  Royal  High* 
ness  might  in  any  construction  of  it  be  supposed 

from  you  or  from  mt,  wad,  you  are  aware  that  the  credit  of  it  belongs  to 
youalAoe,. 

The  letter  wbicb  yoo  annoufice  tc»  me  as  the  Ut^»  obKees  we  to  eornmo*^ 
meate  to  the  Kiiij^,  as  to  my  Soviereipn  and  my  Father,  both  yonr  avowal 
and  my  answer.  You  will  iind  enclosed  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  King:* 
1  apprifeyott  uf  it;  that  I  may  not  incur  the  s)i|;httet  reproach  of  dopli- 
eily  from  yo«»  As  I  have  at  this  moment  no  protector  but  his  Majesty,  I 
lefcr  myself  solely  to  him-opon  this  aubject,  and  if  my  comluct  meeU  lus 
approbatioir,  I  shall  be  in  some  degree  at  least  consoled.  I  retain  erery 
•cntiroeut  of  gratitude  for  the  situation  in  which  I  Sod  myself,  as  Prineete 
•f  Wales,  enabled  by  yoor  means,  to  ind«il|^  in  the  free  exercise  of  a  vi^ 
tue  dear  to  my  heart,  I  mean  charity. 

It  will  be  my  duty  likewise  to  act  upon  another  motive,  that  of  gitiftf 
an  example  of  patience  and  resignation  under  every  trial. 

Do  me  the  justice  to  beiicTe  that  |  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  your 
liappincss,  and  to  be 

Yoor  jaorh  detoted 

CAROLINE. 
l^tbofMay,  179^, 
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to  have  coiive3nBGL  Sucli  crimes,  and  faults,  detiiw 
not  their  guilt  from  tfae^onsideratton  of  tlie  oonju* 
gal  virtues  of  the  individud,  who  may  be  the  most 
injured  hy  them,  however  much  such  virtues  may 
aggravate  their .  enormity.  No  such  letter,  there- 
fore, in  any  construction  of  it,  no  renunciation  of 
^0i^ugal  affection  or  duties,  could  ever  palliate, 
them.  But  whether  conduct  iree  Irom  all  crime^ 
free  from  ail  indelicacy,  (which  I  maintain  to  be. 
Uie  character  of  the. conduct  to  which  Mrs.  Lis|le's 
oteervalioRs  apply,)  yet  possibly  not  so  measui^  - 
as  a  cautious  wife,  careful  to  avoid  the  slightest  ap- 
pearance, of  not  prderring  her  husband  to  :all  the 
world,  might  be  studious  to  observe*  Whether 
conduct  of  such  description,  and  possibly,^  in  such 
sense,  not  becoming  a  married  woman,  could  be 
justly  deemed,  in  my  situation,  an  offeiKie  in  me ; 
I  must  leave  to  your  Majesty  to  determine. 

In  making  that  determination,  however,  it  wiU 
not  escape  your  Majesty  to  consider,  that  the  can-, 
duct  which  does  or  does  not  become  a  married  wo- 
man materially  depends  upon  what  is,  it  is  not 
known  by  her  to  be  agreeable  to  her  husband.    His 
pleasure  and  happiness  ought  unquestionably  to  be^ 
her  law;  and  his  approbation  the  most  favgurite 
object  of  her  pursuit.     Different  characters  of  men, 
require  difierent  modes  of  conduct  in  their  wives^ 
but  when  a  wife  can  no  longer  be  capable  of  per-r 
ceivin|r  from  time  to  time,  what  is  agreeable  or  of?. 
fensive  to  her  husband,  when  her  conduct  can  CQ 
l(mger  contribute  to  his  happiness,  np  |onger  |iope 
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to  be  reward^  by  bis  approbation,  surely  to  ex« 
amine  that  conduct  by  the  standard  of  what  ougfaC^ 
in  general,  to  be  the  conduct  of  a  married  womaDj 
18  altogether  unreasonable  and  utypst* 

What  then  is  my  case-?    Your  Majesty  will  de 
me  the  justice  to  reoiark,  that,  in  the  above  letter 
.  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  there  is  not  the  most  dis- 
tant surmise,  that  crime,  that  vice,  that  indelicacy 
of  any  description,  gave  occasion  to  his  determiiia* 
tion ;  and  all   the  tales  of  infamy  and  discredit, 
which  the  inventive  malice  of  my  enemies  ha» 
brought  forward  on  these  charges,  have  their  date,, 
years,  and  years,  after  the  period  to  which  1  am 
now  alluding.     What  then,  let  me  repeat  the  ques^ 
tion,  is  my  case?     After  the  receipt  of  the  above 
letter,  and  in  about  two  years  from  my  arrival  in 
this  country,  I  had  the  misfortune  entirely  to  lose 
the  support,    the  countenance,    the  protection  loi 
my'husband — I  was  banished,  aa  it  were,  into  a  sort 
of  humble  retirement,  at  a  distance  from  him,  and 
almost  estranged  from  the  whole  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily.    I  had  no  means^  of  having  recourse,  either 
fixr  society  or  advice,  to  those,  from  whom  my  in* 
e^cperience  could  have  best  received  the  advantages 
of  the  one,   and  with  whom   I   could,    most  be-^ 
coftirngly,  have  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  the  other ; 
afnd  if  in  this  retired,  unassisted,  unprotected  state> 
without  the  check  of  a  husband's  authority,  with-^ 
out  the  benefit  of  his  advice,  without  the  comfort 
and  support  of  the  society  of  his  family,  a  tstrsnger 
to  the  habits  and  fashions  of  this  country,  1  should. 
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in  any  instance,  under  the  inflaence  of  foreign  ha- 
bits, and  fpreigii  education,  have  observed  a  con- 
duct/in  any  degree  deviating  from  the  reserve  and 
severity  of  British  manners,  and  partaking  of  a  con- 
descension and  familiarity  tvhieb  th^t  reserve  and 
seveiity  would,  perhaps,  deem* beneath  the  dignity 
of  itiy  e:!^lted  rank^  I  feel  coniidetit,  (since  such 
deviation  will  be  seen  to  have  been  ever  consistent 
with  perfect  innocence),  that  not  only  y6ur  Ma- 
jesty's'candour  and  indulgence,  bat  the  candour  and 
indulgence,  which,  notwithstanding  the  reserve  and 
severity  of  British  manners,  always  belong  to  the 
British  Public,  will  never  yfsit  it  with  seventy  or 
censure. 

It  remains  for  me  now  to  malce  some  remarks 
upon  the  further  contents  of  the  paper,  which  was 
transmitted  to  me  by  the  Ldrd  Chancellor,  on  the  , 
28th  ult;  And  I  cannot,  in  passing,  omit  to  remark^ 
that  that  paper  has  neither  title,  date,  signature,  nor  ' 
attestation;  and  unless  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
accompanied  it  with  a  note,  stating,  that  it  was  co- 
.  pied  in  his  own  hand  from  the  original,  which  hi's 
Ix>rdship  had  received  from  your  Majesty,  I  should 
have  been  at  a  loss  to  have  perceived  any  single 
mark  of  authenticity  belonging  to  it ;  and  as  it  is,  I 
am  wholly  unable  to  discover  what  is  the  true  cha- 
racter  which  does  belong  to  it.  It  contains,  indee(}^ 
-  the  advice  which  your  Msgesty's^  servants  have  of- 
'fered  to  your  Majesty,  and  the  Message  which,  ac- 
cording to  that  advice,  your  Majesty  directed  to  be 

'  delivered  to  me» 

Hh 
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. .  Comid^iftg  it,  therefore,  wholly  a^  their  act,  yont 
]Vlaj^sty  will  excuse  and  pardon  me,  if^  deeply  in- 
jured aa  I  feel  myself  to  have  been  by  them,  I  ex- 
press myself  with  freedom  upon  their  conduct.  1 
may  speak^  perhaps,  with  warmth,  because  I  ana 
prpv^ed  by  a  sense  of  gross  injustice;  I  shaU 
;peak  certainly  with  firmness  and  with  courage^ 
because  I  am  emboldened  by  a  sense  of  Gonscioi»^ 

innocence* 

:    Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  Jsay,  **  they 
agree  in  the  opinions  of  the  four  Lords/'  and  they 
jay  this,  ^'  after  the  fullest  consideration  of  my  ob- 
servations, and  of  the  affidavits  which  were  annexed 
to  them/'     Some  of  these  opinions,  your  Majesty 
will   recollect,   ai-e,  that   ^'  William  Cole,  Fanny 
/^  Lloyd,  Rpbert  Bidgood,  and  Mrs.  Lisle,  are  wit- 
f  *  nesses  who  cannot,*'  in  the  judgment  of  the  four 
Lords,  ^^  be  suspected  of  any  unfavourable  bias  ;'* 
.and/^  whose  veracity,  in  this  respect,  they  had  seen 
*^  ho  ground  to  question ;"  and  **  that  the  circum- 
/^  stances  to  which,  they  speak,  particularly  as  re- 
..•^  lating  to  Captain  Manby,  must  be  credited  until 
'^  they' are  decisively  contradicted/'     Am  I  then 
to  understand  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants 
-to  n^ieaii,    that   they  agree  with    the   four  Noble 
Lords  in  these  opinions  ?    Am  I  to  understand,  that 
after  having  read,  with  the  fullest  consideration^ 
:tl)e  observations  which  I  have  offered  to  your  Ma- 
i?^ty  9  after  having  seen  William  Cole  there  proved 
.to  h^ve  submitted  himself,,  five  times  at  least,  to 
private,    unauthorized,   voluntary,  examination  .by 
Sir  John  Douglas's  Solicitor,  for  the  express  pur- 


pose  of  confirming  the  sitatemeBt  of  I^ady  Q^^l^St 
(of  that  Lady  Douglas^  whose  sUtemen^  and  dfpo^ 
-sition  they  are  <epnyiiiced  to  be  so  ipalicipus  aiui 
&ise,  that  they  propose  to  institute  jsuch  pro$ecu<y 
tion  agaimst  her^  as  your  Majesty's   Law  OfficeiY 
niay  advise^  upon  a  refere^ce^  now  at  twgth^  ^fi^^f 
six  nH>nths  from  the  detection  «ff  th§tt  |B9li^  >q4- 
falsehood,   intended   to    be    niadeV^after   hf^ying 
«eei^  this  Willijam  Cole^  subm^iting  tp  iru^  ref^^^t^ 
voluntary  examinations  for  •suoh  a  pi>rpose^  ^n<| 
although  he  w^s  all  th^t  time  a  seryftAt,  on  my  l^ft^ 
blishment^  and  eating  tny  brea^^   y^t  n^vgr  ono? 
^communicating  to  me^  that  such  e:icianil\^Qp9.  wfn 
going  on-^m  I  to  ^nderst^^d^  thart;  y:Our  M<y($9ty'ii 
cpnfid^ntid  servanijs  9gr^e  with  the  four  jUprdaf  i^ 
thinkingi  that  he  cannol;^  «inder  «uoh  ^tccun^tanoes^ , 
be  smpecjted  of  unfavourable  bia^  f     That  after 
having  had  pointed  out  tp  them  the  direcfti  flait 
icontradic^oii  between  theaame  William  Cple  iomI 
Fanny   Lloyd,  th^y   nevertheless  as[i«e    to  think 
them  both  (tbotigh  in  direct  contradiction  to  eadb 
either,  yet  both)  witnesses,  who^e  fpraeity  th^.s^ 
no  ground  to  gufiitim  ?  After  having  seen  Fiinny 
^loy4  dicectly  :ai)d  po^itiiely  ci^ntritdictcsd,  Jn  am 
iisse^iOn,  most  iojurious  to  my:  honour,.  ]^y  Ma 
J>liHs  «n(l  Mr*  ^ineades,  tlo  they  iigree  iq  4]ipiinti^ 
wi(h    the  four    Noble    Lords,  that    they  see^iW 
^romd  tp   qmHUm  her  yeradty  ?-r-After  having 
jead  ith^  ohtNermtions  ^n  Mr.  jBidgoocf a  ^evtdeaea^ 
jift^r  bl^ying  Q^P>  thiit  she  l^  the  ihaidihoad  1m 
jtyt^^r,  that  he  believed  Captain    Manby  slept  ia 
iny  hou^Pi  ,$t  ^mthendy  «nd  to  inainualse  |faat  lip 


236 

slept  in  my  bed-room ;  after  having  seen  that  be 
founded  himself  on  this  m6st  false  fact^  and  most 
fonl  and  wicked  insinuation,  upon  tb&  circumstance 
of  observing  a  bason  arid  some  towels  where  be 
thought  they  ought  not  be  plsiced  ;  after  having 
seen  that  this  fact^  and  thid  insinuation^  were  dis- 
proved before  the  four  Noble  Lords  themselves, 
by  two  maid-servants,  who,  at  that  time,  lived 
with  nle. at  Southend,  and  whose  duties  about  my 
person;  and  my  apartments,  must  have  made  them 
acquainted  with  this  feet,  as  asserted,  or  as  insi* 
miated,  if  it  had  liappenied ;  after  having  observed 
too,  in  confirmation  df  their  testimony,  that  one  of 
thetn^  mentioned  the  name  of  another  female  servant 
(who  was  tiot  examined),  who  had,  from  her  situa- 
tion, equal  means  of  knowledge  with  themselves-r- 
I  ask  whether,  after  all  this  decisive  weight  qf  con- 
tradiction to  Robert  Bidgood's  testimony,  I  am  to 
understand  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  to 
agree  with  the  four  Noble  Lords  in  thinking,  that 
Mr.Bidgoodis  a  witness,  y^rhii  cafmotie  smpected 
jBf  mfmmrubte  bias,  and  that  there  is  ho  ground 
to  question  kis  veracity  9  If,  Sire,  I  were  to  go 
through  all  the  remarks  of  this  description,  v^hich 
occur  to.  me  to  make,  1  shoulci  be  obliged  to  re- 
peat nearly  ^11  my  former  observations,  and  to 
make  thif  letter  as  long  as  my  original  answer ;  but 
to  thai:  answer  I  confidently  appeal,  and  I  will  ven=r 
txxte  to  chaMenge  your  Majesty's  confidential  serw 
rants  to  find  a  single  impartial,  and  honourable 
man,  unconnected  in  feeling  and  interest  with  th^ 
parties^  and  unconnj^eted  in  Council,  lyith  those 
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vAko  have  already  pledged  thelaiselves. to  an  opiiiion 
upon  this  subject,  who  will  lay  his  hand  upon  hi*- 
heart,  and  say  that  these  three  witnesses,  on  whom 
that  Report  so  mainly  relies^  are  not  to  be  suspected  _ 
of  the  grossest  partiality,  and  that  their  veracity  h 
not  most  fundamentally  impeached. 

Was  it  then  noble^was  it  generous,  was  it  manly,, 
was  it  just,  in  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants, 
instead  of  fairly  admitting  the  injustice,  which  had 
been,  inadvertently,  and  unintentionally,  no  doubt, 
done  to  me,  by  the  four  Noble  Lords  in  their  Re- 
port, upon  the  evidence  of  these  witnesses,  to  state 
to  your  Majesty,  that  they  agree  with  these  Noble 
Lords   in  their  opinion,  though  they  cannot,  it 
seems,  go  the  length  of  s^eeing  any  longer  to  x 
withhold  the  advice,  which  restores  me  to  your 
Majesty*s  presence  ?     And  with  respect  to  the  par- 
ticulars to  my  prejudice,  remarked    upon  in  the 
Report  as  those  '^  which  justly  deserve  the  most 
^^  serious  consideration,  and  which  must  be  credited 
^f  tiH    decisively  contradicted,"    instead   of  fairly 
avowing,  either  that  there  was  originally  no  pre* 
tence  for  such  a  remark,  or  that,,  if  there  bad  been 
originaHy,  yet  tbat  my  answer  had  given  that  de- 
cisive contradiction  which  was  sufficient  to  discredit 
them;  instead;  I  say,  of  acting  this  just,  honest, 
and,  open,  part,  to  take  no  notice  whatsoever  of 
those  contradictions,  and  content  themselves  with 
saying,    t|iat    **  none- of  the  facts  or    allegations 
*'  stated  in  preliminary  examinations,  carried  on  in- 
*^  the  absence  of  the  parties  interested,  could  be  con* . 
^  **  siieredzslegalli/  or  cc^wc/w^^wi^  establislied  ?'* 


They  agree  in  the  opinfion  that  the  filcti  or  ali&* 
^tions^  though  stated  in  preliminary  examination^ 
carried  on  in  the  absence  of  theiiarties  interested^ 
must  be  credited  till  decisively  contradicted^  and 
deserve  the  most  serious  consideration.  They  read, 
with  the  fullest  consideration^  the  contradiction 
which  I  have  tendered  to  them ;  they  must  have 
known,  that  no  other  sort  of  contradiction   could^ 
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hy  possibility,  from  the  nature  of  things^  have  been 
offered  u][)on  such  subjects  ;  they  do  not  question 
the  truth,  they  do  not  point  out  the  insufikiency  of 
the  contradiction,  but  in  ioose,  general^  indefinite^ 
terms,  referring  to  my  answer^  consisting,  as  it 
does,  of  above  two  hundred  written  pages,  anel 
coupling  it  with  those  examinations  (which  they 
admit  establish  nothing  against  an  absent  party) 
they  advise  your  Majesty,  that  *^  there  appear 
many  circumstances  of  conduct,  which  could  nof; 
be  regarded  by  your  Majesty  without  serious 
concern  f '  and  that,  as  to  ali  the  other  facts  and 
allegations,  except  those  relative  to  my  pregnancy 
and  delivery,  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as 
^^  legally  and  conclusioety  esfabli^'hed"  because 
^ken  to  in  preliminary  examinations,  not  carried 
on  in  the  presence  of  the  parties  concerned.  They 
do  not,  indeed,  expressly  assert,  that  my  conti^*- 
dicticm  was  not  decisive  or  satisfactory ;  they  do 
liot  expressly  state,  that  they  think  the  ^cts  and 
allegations  want  nothing  towan|s  their  legal  an4 
conclusive  establishment,  but  a  re-exa^ination  in 
the  presence  of  the  parties  interested,  but  they^  go 
far  to  imply  such  opinions.  That  thQ9e  ppinioasaipe 
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uttefly  tinteiiable^  against  the  observations  I  bav< 
made  upon  the  credit  and  character  of  those  wit^ 
pesses^  I  shall  ever  most  confidently  maintaiii ;  hntj. 
that  those  observations  leave  their  c^it  wholly  nn-r 
afiectjed^  and  did  not  deserve  the  least  notice  froo)  ' 
your  Ms(}esty*s  servauts>  it  is  impossible  that  any 
honourable  man  can  assert^  or  any  feir^  and  unpre^ 
judiced^  mind  believe. 

I  no^^roceed,  Sire,  to  observe,  very  shortly, 
upon  the  advice  ftirther  given  to  your  M^esty  af 
contained  iu  the  remaining  part  of  the  paper ;  which 
has  represented  that,  both  in  the  examinations,  an^ 
even«  in  my  adswer  there  have  appeared  many  cir- 
cumstances of  conduct  which  could  npt  be  regarded 
but  with  serious  concern,  and  which  have  suggested 
the  expression  of  a  desire  and  expectation,  that  such 
a  conduct  may  in  future,  be  observed  by  me,  as  may 
fully  justify  these  marks  of  paternal  regard  and  afTec*^ 
tioq,  which  your  Majesty  wishes  to  shew  to  all  your 
Royal  Familv. 

And  here,  Sire^your  Majesty  will  graciously  per* 
mit  nbie  to  notice  the  hardship  of  the  advice,  whic^i 
lias  suggested  to  your  Majesty,  to  convey  to  me 
this  reproof.  I  complain  not  so  much  for  \fhat 
it  does,  as  for  what  it  does  not  contain;  I  meafi 
the  absence  of  all  particular  mention  of  whs^ 
it  is,  that  is  the  object  of  their  blame.  The 
circumstances  of  conduct,  which  appear  in  these 
Examinations,  and  in  my  answer  to  which  they 
allude  as  those  which  may  be  supposed  to  jus- 
tify the  advice,  which  has  led  to  this  reproof, 
.  since  your  Majesty's  servants  have  not  particularly 
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mentioned  tliem^  I  cannot  be  certain  that  I  knovn 
Butl  will  venture  confidently  to  repeat  the  asser- 
tion, which  I  have  ah^eady  made,  that  there  are  no 
circumstances  of  conduct,  spoken  to  hy  any. wit- 
ness, (whose  infomy  and  discredit  are  not  unan- 
swerably exposed,  and  established,)  nor  any  where 
apparent  in  my  answer  which  have  the  remotest 
approach  either  to  crime,  or  to  indelicacy. 

For  my  future  conduct,  Sire,  impressed  with 
every  sense  of  gratitude  for  all  former  kindness,  I 
shall  be  bound,  unquestionably,  by  sentiment  as. 
well  as  duty,  to  study  your  Majesty's  pleasure. 
Any  advice  which  your  Majesty  may  wish  to  give 
to  me  in  respect  of  any  particulars  of  my  conduct, 
I  shall  be  bound,  and  be  anxious  to  obey  as  my 
law.  But  I  must  trust  that  your  Majesty  will 
point  out  to  me  the  particulars,  which  may  happen 
to  displease  you,  and  which  you  may  wish  to  have 
altered.  I  shall  be  as  happy,  in  thus  feeling  myself 
safe  from  blame  under  the  benefit  of  your  Majes- 
ty's advice,  as  I  am  now  in  finding  myself  secured 
from  danger,   under  r^ie  protection  of  your  justice. 

Your  Majesty  will  permit  me  to  add  one  word  more. 

Your  Majesty  has  seen  what  detriment  my  cha- 
racter has,  for  a  time,  sustained,  by  the  fake  and 
malicious  statement  of  Lady  Douglas,  and  by  the 
depositions  of  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  in 
support  of  her  statement.  Your  Majesty  has  seen  . 
how  many  enemies  I  ha^e,  and  how  little  their  ma- 
lice has  been  restrained  by  any  regard  to  truth  in 
the  pursuit  of  my  ruin.  Few,  as  it  may  be  hoped, 
may  be  the  instances  of  such  determined,  and  un- 
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{wovoked,  malignity,  yet,  I  cannot  Hatter  myself, 
th^t  the  world  does  not  produce  other  pirsons,  who 
may  be  swayed  by  similar  motives  to  simitar  wick- 
edneds.     Whether  the  statement,  to  be  prepared  by 
by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  is  to  be  confined  to  the  old 
charges,  or  is  intended  to  bring  forward  new  cir- 
cumstances, I  cannot  tell ;  but  if  any  fresh  attempts 
of  the  same  nature  shall  be  made  by  my  accusers. 
Instructed  as  they  will  have  been,  by  their  miscar- 
riage in  this  instance,  I  can  hardly  hope  that  they 
will  not  renew  their  charge,  with  an  improved  ar- 
tifice, more  skilfully  directed,  and  with  a  maljce 
inflamed  rather  than  abated,  by  their  previous  disaj. 
pointment.  I  therefore  can  only  appeal  to  your  Ma 
jesty's  justice,   in  which  I  confidently  trust,  tha 
whether  these  charges  are  to  be  renewed  against  m 
cither  on  the  old  or  on  fresh  evidenc5e  ;  or  whethe 
hew  accusations,  as  ^ell  as  new  witnesses,  are  to  bi 
brought  forward,  your  Majesty,  after  the  experi 
ence  of  tbe^e  proceedings,    will  not  suiSer  you; 
Ro3ral  mind  to  be  prejudiced  by  expartCy  secres 
examinations,  nor  my   character  to  be  whispered 
away  by  iiisinuations,  or  suggestions,  which  1  hav€ 
no  opportunity  of  meeting.     If  any  charge,  whicl 
the  law  will  recognize,  should  be  brought  agains 
me  in  an  open  and  a  legal  mannerj  I  should  hav 
no  right  to  complain,  nor  any  apprehension  to  me^ 
k.     But  till  I  may  have  a  full  oppdrtiinity  of  / 
meeting  it,  I  trust  your  Majesty  will  not  suflFer  i 
46  excitfe  even  a  suspicion  to  m^  prejudice.     I  mm 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  presumption  of  inhocenCi 
till*  1  am  proved  to  be  guilty;  for/  without  that!  pte- 
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sumption,  against :  the  efiects  of  secret  ihsihuation 
•and  ex  parte  examinations,  the  purest  innooence  caa 
make  no  defence,  and  can  have  no  security. 

Surrounded,  as  it  is  now  proved,  that  I  have 
been,  for  years,  by  domestic  spies,  your  Majesty 
must,  I  trust;  feel  convinced,  that  if  I  had  been 
guilty,  there  could  not  have  been  wanting  evidence 
to  have  proved  my  guilt/  And,  that  these  spies 
have  been  obliged  to  have  resort  to.  their  own  inven- 
tion for  the  support  of  the  charge,  is  the  strongest 
demonstration  that  the  truth,  undisguised,  and  cor- 
rectly represented,  could  furnish  them  with  no 
handle' against  me.  And  when  I  consider  the  na- 
ture and  malignity  of  that  conspiracy,  which,  I 
feel  confident  I  have  completely  detected  ^nd  ex- 
posed, I  cannot  but  thinlc  of  that  detection,  with 
the  liveliest  gratitude,  as  the  special  blessing  of 
Providence,  who,  by  confounding  the  machinations 
of  my  enemies,  has  enabled  me  to  find,  in  the  very 
•excess  and  extravagance  of  their  malice^  in  the  very 
weapons,  which  they  fabricated  and  sharpened  for 
my  destruction,  the  sufficent  guard  tp  tny  inno- 
cence, and  the  effectual  means  of  my  justification 
•and  defence. 

1  trust  therefore.  Sire,  that  I  may  now  close  this 
long  letter,  in  confidence  that  many  days  will  not 
elapse  before  I  shall  receive  from  your  Majesty, 
tha,t  assurance  that  my  just  requests  -may  be  so 
completiely  granted,  as  may  render  it  possible  for  me 
(whiph  nothing  else  can)  to  avoid  the  painful 
disclosure  to  the  world  of  all  the  circumstances 
pf  that  injustice,  and  of  those  unmerited  sufiTer- 
ings,  which4h€se  Proceedings,  in  the  manner  in 


which  tbpy  h^ve  been  conducted*^  have  brought 

iremain.  Sire, 

With  every  sentiment  of  gratitude^ 

Youi;  Majjgsty's  most  dutiful, 

most  subcnisfiive  Daughter-in-law, 

Subject  and  Servant, 

(Sigaed).  C.P.. 

Montague-Ifousey  February  l6,  I807. 

As  these  observations  apply  not  only  to  the  o65^ 
cial  communication  through  the  Lord  ChanceHor, 
of  the  28th  ult. ;  but  also  to  the  private  letter  of 
your  Majesty,  of  the  12th  instant,  I  have  thought; 
it  most  respectful  to  your  Majesty  and  your  Ma- 
jesty's servants,  to  send  this  letter  in  duplicate,  one 
part  through  Colonel  Taylor,  and  the  othet  through 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  your  Majesty. 

7b  the  King.  (Signed)         C.  R 

Sire, 

When  I  last  troubled  your  Majesty  upon  my  un- 
fortunate business,  I  had  raised  my  mind  to  hope, 
that  I  should  have  the  happiness  of  hearing  from 
your  Majesty,  and  receiving  your  gracious  com- 
mands,  to  pay  my  duty  in  your  Royal  Presence, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  last  week.  And  when 
that  hope  was  disappointed,  (eagerly  clinging  to 
any  idea,  which  offered  me  a  prospect  of  being 
saved  from  the  necessity  of  having  recourse,  for  the 
vindication  of  my  character,  to  the  publication  of 
the  Proceedings  upon  the  Inquiry  into  my  Con- 
duct), 1  thought  it  just  possible,  that  the  reason  for 
iny  not  having  received  your  Majesty's  commands 
to  thai  effect,  might  have  been  occasioned  by  th^ 
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circamstaocepf  your  Majesty!s  staying  .at  Windior 
through  the  whole  of  the  week.  I,  therefbrey 
deterniined  to  wait  a  few  days  longer,  before  I  took 
a  step,  which,  when  once  taken,  could  not  be  re- 
called. Having,  however,  now  assured  myself, 
that  jour  Majesty  was  in  town  yesterday — as  I 
have  received  no  command  to  wait  upon  your  Ma- 
jesty, and  no  intimation  of  your  pleasure — I  aqci 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  abandoning  all  hop^, 
that  your  Majesty  will  comply  with  my  humble^  . 
my  earnest,  and  anxious  requests. 

Your  Majesty,  therefore,  will  not  be  surprised 
to  find,  that  the  publication  of  the  Proceedings  al- 
luded to,  will  not  be  withheld  beyond  Monday  next. 

As  to  any  consequences  which   may  arise  from 
such  publication,  unpleasant  or  hurtful  to  my  own 
feelings  and  interests,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  properly 
responsible;  and,  in   any  event,    have  no  one  to 
complain  of  but  myself,  and  those  with  whose  ad' 
vice    1    have    acted;    and   whatever  those  conse* 
quences   may  be,  I  am  fully  and|  unalterably  con- 
vinced, that   they  must  be  incalculably  less  thaiji 
those,  which    1   should   be  exposed  to   from   my 
silence :  Eut  as  to  any  other  consequences,  unpl^$^^ 
sant  or   hurtful  to    the    feelings. and  intei-ests  of 
others,  or  of  the  public,  my  conscience  wijl  cer- 
tainly acquit  me  of  them  ; — I  am  confident  that  I 
have  not  acted  impatiently,  or  precij}itately. ,  To 
avoid  coming  to  this   painful   extremity,  J  hate  - 
taken  every  step  in  my  power,  except  that  .which  w 
"would   be  abandoning  my  character  to  utljef  in-, 
famy,  and  my  station  and  life  to  ao  unc^ft^^p  da^* 
ger,  and,  possibly,  to  no  very  cfi^^9:t,de^tjrJiptiqBM 
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With  every  prs^yer,  for  the  lengthened  cdntihu- 

^uceof  your  Majesty's  heoUh  and   happiness;  for 

every  possible  blessing,  which  a  Gracious  God  can 

bestow  upon  the  beloved  Monarch  of  a  loyal  People, 

ajidibr  the  continued  prosperity  of  your  dominions^ 

under  your  Majesty's  propitious  reign,  1  remain^ 

Your  Majesty's 
Most  dutiful,  loyal,  and  affectionate, 
but  most  unhappy,  and  most  injured 
Daughter-in-law,  Subject,  and  Servant, 
Montague  House,  Mar.  5,  I807.  C.  P. 

To  the  King. 

Sire,* 

In  discharge  of  the  duty  I  owe  to  myself,  and  the 
great  duty  I  owe  10  your  Majesty  and  your  Illustri- 
ous Family,  I  have  herewith  transmitted  a  slate- 
ment  which  1  confidently  trust  wlil  appear  to  prove 
tne  not  unworthy  of  the  protection  and  favour  with 
which  your  Majesty  has  pleased  to  honour  me. 

To  be  restored  to  that  favour*  and  protection,  in 
consequence  of  a  conviction  in  your  Majesty's  mind 
of  my  innocence,  produced  by  the  papers,  I  now 
humbly  lay  before  your  Majesty,  is  the  first  wish 
of  my  heart. 

Grieved, .  Sire,  deeply  grieved,  as  I  cannot  but 
b?,  that  your  Majesty  should  be  exposed  to  so 
much  trouble,  on^  so  painful  an  occasion,  and  on 
my  account,  it  is  yet  my  humble  trust  that  your 
Majesty  will  graciously  forgive  me,  if  extreme  anx* 
lety  about  my  honour  and  your  Majesty's  favourable 
opinion,  leads  me  humbly  to  solicit,  as  an  act  of 
Justice,  that  scrupulous  attention  on  your  Majesty's 

*  Tbis  letter  accompanied  the  Princess's  Answer  to  the  Conuaissionen* 
teport,  and  slumld  have  beeir  hnsoted  aft(^  puge  l^a 
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part  to  these  papers,  which  cannot  fail^  I  think,  to 
produce  in  your  Majesty's  mind,  a  full  conviction  of 
my  innocence,  and  a  due  sense  of  the  injuries  1 
have  suffered. 

One  other  prayer  I,  with  all  possible  humility  * 
and  anxiety,  address  to  your  Majesty,  that,  as  I 
can  hope  for  no  happiness,  nor  expect  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  that  fair  reputation  to  which  1  know  I 
4m  entitled,  till  I  am  re  admitted  into  your  Majes- 
ty's presence,  and  as  I  am  in  truth  witliout  guilt, 
suffering  what  to  me  is  heavy  punishment,  whilst 
1  am  denied  access  to  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  form  an  early  deter- 
mrnation  whether  my  conduct  and  my  suflferings 
do  not  authorize  me  to  hope  that  the  blessmg  of 
being  restored  to  your  Majesty's  presence  may  be 
conferred  upon,  SiVe,  your  Majesty's  dutifully  at- 
tadied,  affectionate,  and  aifSicted  daughter-in-law 
and  subject, 

(Signed)  CAROLINE, 

Blackheath,  Oct.  2,  1 806. 
To  the  King. 

MINUTE  OF  COUNCIL,  April  22,  180?.    . 

PRESENT, 

Lord  Chancellor  (Eldon)  The  Eari  of  Bathurst 
Lord  President  ^Camden)  Viscount  Castlereaoh 
Lord  Privy  Seal  (West-  Lord  Mulgrave 

morland)  Mr.  Secretary  Canning 

The  Duke  of  Portland    Lord  Hawkesbury. 
The  Earl  of  Chatham 

Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  have,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  Majesty's  commands,  most  attentive- 
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-  \y  cotisidered  the  original  Charges,  and  Report,  the 

.  Mmutes  of  Evidence,  and  all  the  other  paj>ers  suh- 

initted  to  t\ye  consideration  of  your  Majesty,  on  th« 

subject  of  those  charges  against  her  Royal  Highness 

,  the  Princess  of  Wales. 

In  the  stage  in   which  this  business  is  brought 
.under  their  consideration,  they  do  not  feel  thera- 
•  selves  called  upon  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  [)ro- 
i-ceeding  itself,  or  to  the  mode  of'  investigation  in 
-which' it  has  been  thought  proper  to  conduct  it. 
But  adverting  to  the  advice  which  is  stated  by  his 
•Royal   Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  have  di* 
.  his  conduct,  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  are 
•anxious  to  impress  upon  your  Majesty  their  convic- 
tion that  his  Royal  Highness  could  not,  under  such 
.advice,  consistently  with  his  public  duty,  liave  done 
otherwise  than  Jay  before  your  Majesty  the  State- 
ment and  Examinations  which   were  submitted  to 
him  upon  this  subject. 

After  the  most  deliberate  consideration,  however, 
of  the  evidence  which  has  been  brought  before  the 
•Cdmaaissioners,  and  of  the  previous  examination,  a« 
-well  as  of  the  answer  and  observations'  which  have 
.been  submitted  to  your  Majesty   upon  them,  they 
r/eel  it  necessary  to  declare  their  decided  concurrence 
.in  the  clear  and  unanimous  opinion  of  theCoeimis- 
*i,oners,  confirmed  by  that  of  all  your  Majesty's  fate 
jconfidential  servants,  that  the  two  main  charges  al- 
leged against  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  of  pregnancy  and  delivery,  are  completely 
disproved ;  and  they  further  submit  to  your  Majes- 
ty^ their  unanimous  opinion^  that  all  other  particu^ 
lars  of  conduct  brought  in  accusation  against  her 
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Royal  Highness,  to  v^hich  the  character  of  crimi* 
nality  can  be  as^'ribed,  are  satisfactorily  contraditted, 
or  rest  upon  evidence  of  such  a  nature,  and  which 
was  given  under  such  circumstances,  a?  render  it,  m 
the  judgment  of  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants, 
undeserving  of  credit. 

Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants,  therefore, 
concurring  in  that  part  of  the  opinion  of  your 
late  servants,  as  stated,  in  their  Minute  of  the  25th 
of  January,  that  there  is  no  longer  any  necessity 
for  your  Majesty  being  advised  to  decline  rieceivJi^ 
the  Princess  into  your  Royal  presence,  humbly 
submit  to  your  Majesty,  that  it  is  essentially  neces* 
sary,  in  Justice  to  her  Royal  Highness,  and  for  the 
honour  and  iniertsts  of  your  Jllajesty^s  Illustrious 
Family^  that  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess*  of 
Wales,  should  he  admitted,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  into  your  Maje.sty's  Royal  Presence^  and 
that  she  should  be  received  in  a  manner  due  to  her 
rank  and  station^  in  your  Majesty's  Court  and  Va-- 
mily. 

Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  alu^  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  your  Majesty,  that  constdering 
that  it  may  be  necessary  that  your  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment should  possess  the  means  of  referring  to 
thestateof  this  transaction,  itis  of  the  utmost  tmpor* 
tance  that  these  documents, demonstrating  thegronrfd 
on  i»hichyour  M?yesty  has  proceeded,  shouldbe  pre- 
served in  safe  custody;  and  that  for  that  purpose 
the  originals,  or  authentic  copies  of  all  these  Papers, 
should  be  sealed  up  and  deposited  In  the  Office  of 
your  Mj\jesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State. 
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(No.  1.)    . 

.     GEORGE  R. 

Whereas  Our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Ooun- 
cillor  Thomas  Lord  Erskine,  our  Chancellor,  has  this 
day  laid  before  us  an  Abstract  of  certain  written  Decla- 
fations  touching  the  conduct  of  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Princess  of  Wales  :  We  do  hereby  authorize,  em- 
power, and  direct,  the  said  Thomas  Lord  Erskine,  our 
Chancellor ;  our  right  trusty  and  right  well-beloved  Cou- 
sin and  Councillor  George  John  Earl  Spencer,  one  of 
our  principal  Secretaries  of  State ;  our  right  trusty  and 
well-beloved  Councillor  William  Wyndham  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  First  Commissioner  of  our  Treasury;  and  our 
right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Councillor  Edward  Lord 
EUenborough,  our  Chief  Justice  to  hold  pleas  before 
ourself,  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  same,  and  to  ex- 
amine upon  oath  such  persons  as  they  shall  see  fit  touch- 
ing and  concerning  die  same,  and  to  report  to  us  the  re- 
sult of  such  examinations. 

Given  at  our  Castle  of  Windsor,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  May,  in  the  forty-sixth  year  of 
our  reign. 

A  true  Copy, 
'  /.  Btcket.  G.  R. 


(No.  2.) 

The  Depaski&n  ^f  CkopMte  Latfy  DaugUu. 

T  THINK  I  first  became  acquainted  with  the  Princess 
of  Wales  in  1801.    Sir  J^tbii  Douglas  had  a  house  at 
Blackheatb.  One  day  in  November,  1801,  the  snow  was 
Igmg  on  the  ground,  the  Princess  and  a  lady,  who  I  be* 
lieve  was  Miss  Heyman,  came  on  foot  and  walked  several 
times  before  the  door.     Lady  Stewart  was  with  me,(and 
said  she  thought  the  Princess  wanted  something,  and  that 
I  ought  to  go  to  her.  I  went  to  her ;  she  said  she  didaot 
want  any  thing,  but  she  would  walk  in;  that  I'haA  a  very 
pret^  little  girl.    She  came  in,  and  ftajiid  Bcime  tim^. 
About  a  fortnight  after,  Sir  John  Douglas  ttfidl  received 
an  invitation  to  go  Ip  Montague  Bouie.    After  that  1 
was  very  frequently  at  Montague  House, 'ainH  din^ 
there ;  ihe  Princess  dined  frequently  wifti  tis.    Aboat 
May  or  June,  1802^  the  I'rincess  first  talked  ^tfa  mle 
about  her  own  conduct.    Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who  had 
been  Sir  John's  frictid  for  more  than  twenty  years,  cKtne 
to  England  about  November,  IBOI,  and  came  to  live  in 
our  house.  I  understood  (hat  (he  Princess  knew  Sir  Sid- 
dey  Smith  before  she  was  Princess  of  Wales.  ThelPrin- 
cess  saw  Sir  Sidney  Smith  as  frequently  as  ourselves.  'We 
were  usually  kept  at  Montague  House  later  than  the  rest 
of  the  party ;  often  till  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing.    I  never  observed  any  impropriety  of  conduct  be- 
tween Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  the  Princess.    1  made  ibb 
JPrincess  a  visit  at  Motttagiie  H^cue  in  blanch  1802,  for 
jabottt  afoHnq^t.    She  desiitidme  oome  tbfre  because 
Miss  Garth  was  ill.  In  May  or  June  following  the  Prin- 
cess came  to  my  house  alone ;  she  said  she  came  to  tell 
me  something  that  had  happened  to  her^*  and  desired  me 
to  guess.    I  guessed  several  things,  and  lat  last  I  said  I 
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could  not  guess  any  thing  moiKe.    Sht  Aen  «mi)  tlMl  4m 
WM  pr^gnantt  wdtbtitthe  child  had  comt  tottfe.  I  don'i 
know  wkcitber  she  said  oa  that  day,  or  a  few  dbijp  befont^ 
th«tsbe  nm  alhseakfast  at  I^dy  Wittoiii^by'i^  thes  ih» 
milk  flowed  up  to  her  fareasti*  aod  caaie  ibroi^  her 
|owo ;  that  she  threw  a  napkin  over  herself^  and  wenl 
with  Laidy  Willoiq^hJby  into  her  room  and  adjusted  hei^ 
self,  to  prevent  its  being  observed*    She  never  told  me 
who  was  the  father  of  the  child.    She  said  she  hoped  it 
would  be  a  boy.    She  said  that  if  it  waa  discovered,  she 
would  give  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  cre<fit  of  being  iktt 
fiithcr,  for  she  had  slept  two  nights  at  Carllen  Hmise 
within  the  year.    I  said  that  I  should  go  abroad  to  my 
Mother.    The  Princess  said  that  she  should  manage  it 
very  well ;  ^nd  if  things  came  to  the  worst,  she  would 
give  the  Prince  the  credit  of  k.    While  I  was  at  Monta- 
gue House  in  March,  I  was  witii  die  child,  and  One  dqpl 
ssdd  that  I  was  very  sick,  and  the  Prinoess  desired  Mrs. 
Sander  to  get  me  a  saline  draught.  She  tfien  said  that  she 
was  very  sick  herself,  and  that  she  would  take  a  aaliae 
draught  too.  I  observed  that  she  couU  not  want  onsy  and  i 
looked  at  her.    The  Princess  said.  Yes  i  do ;  what  do 
you  look  at  me  for,  with  your  wicked  eyes  i  yow  ara  al- 
ways finding  me  out.    Mrs.  Sander  looked  veiy  agaefa 
distressed  ^  she  gave  us  a  saline  draught  each.  This  was  tie 
first  time  that  I  had  any  suspicion  of  her  htmg  wilfa 
child«    The  Princesa  never  said  who  was  the  fiither. 
When  she  first  told  me  slie  was  with  child,  I  rather 
pected  that  Sir  Sidney.  wa»  d;ie  &lher,  bat  only 
the  Princess  was  very  partial  to  him«    1  never  knew  that 
he  was  mih  her  alone.    We  had  constant  intercoarae 
with  the  Princess,  from  the  time  when  I  was  at  Monti^ne 
House  uU  the  end  of  October.    Afiter  that  she  had  iirat 
communicated  to  me  that  she  was  wiidi  child,  she  ir»» 
gently  spoke  upon  the  subject.  She  was  biedtwiee  dart 


11^  the  time.  She  recommended  to  me  to  be  bted  t6o, 
and  Mid  thet  it  made  you  have  a  better  time.  Mr^  Erf- 
meades  bled  her.  She  said  one  of  the  days  that  Mr.  Ed^ 
meades  bled  her^  that  she  bad  a  violent  heat  inhier  blood, 
and  that  Mr.  Edmeades  should  bleed  her.  I  told  the  Prin- 
cess I  was  very  anxious  how  she  would  manage  to  be 
brought  to  bed  without  its  being  known;  that  I  hoped 
she  had  a  safe  person.  She  said  yes/ she  should  have  a 
persop  from  abroad ;  that  she  had  a  great  horror  of  hav- 
ing any  man  about  her  on  such  an  occasion.  Sbe  said,  **  I 
am  confident  in  my  own  plans,  and  I  wisb  you  would  not 
speak  with  me  on  that  subject  again.**  She  said,  **  I  shall 
tell  every  thing  to  Sander/'  I  think  this  was  oh  the  day  on 
which  she  told  me  of  what  had  happened  at  L^dy  Wil- 
loughby's.  That  Sander  was  a  very  good  woman,  and 
might  be  trusted,  and  that  she  must  be  with  her  at  the  la- 
bour; that  she  would  send  Miss  Gouch  to  Brunswick ; 
and  Miss  Milifield  was  too  young  to  be  trusted,  and 
must  be  sent  out  of  tl^e  way.  I  was  brought  to  bed  on 
the  ^Std  of  July,  180Si ;  the  Princess  insisted  on  being 
present ;  I  detefrmined  that  she  should  riot,  but  I  meant 
to  avoid  it  without  oiFeriding  her.  On  the  day  on  which 
I  was  brought  to  bed,  she  came  to  my  house,'^nd  insist-* 
ed  on  coming  in ;  Dr.  Mackie,  who  attended  nie,  locked 
the  doop,  and  said  sbe  should  not  come  in ;  but  there 
was  another  door  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  room,  which 
was  not  locked,  ahdshe  came  in  at  that  doof,  and  was  pre- 
sent durtngtbe  time  of  the  labour,  and  took  the  child  as 
soon  as  it  was  bom,  and  said  that  she  was  very  glad  that 
she  bad  seen  the  whole  of  it.  The  Princess's  pregnancy 
appeared  to  me  to  be  very  visible;  she  wore  a  cushion 
behind,  and  she  made  Mrs.  Sander  make  one  for  me. 
During  my  Jying^in  the  Princess  came  one  day  with  Mrs. 
Fitzgerald  I  she  sent  Mrs,  Eitzgerald  away,  and  took  k 
chair  and  sat  by  my  bedside.  She  said,  "You  will  hear  of 


my  taking  cbtldreii  ia  baskete,  but  you  wont  take  any  no-* 
ti^e  of  it;  I  shall  have  them  brought  by  a  poor  wcnnan 
sii  a  basket ;  I  shall  do  it  as  a  cover  to  have  my  own 
brought  to  me  in  that  way/*  or,  *^  that  is  the  way  in  which 
I  must  have  my  own  brought  when  I  have  it/'  Yety  soon 
after  this,  tvro  children,  iiiiio  were  twins,  were  brought 
by  a  (k)or  woman  in  a  basket.  The  Princess  took  them 
and  had  them  carried  up  into  her  room,  and  the  Princess 
wa^ed  them  herself.  The  Princess  told  me^this  herself.^- 
The  father,  a  few  days  afterwards,  came  and  insisted  up^ 
on  having  the  children,  and  they  were  given  to  him.  The 
Princess  afterwards  said  to  me,  You  see  I  took  the  chil- 
dren, and  it  answered  very  well ;  the  father  had  got 
them  back,  and  she  could  not  blame  him ;  that  she  should 
take  other  children,  and  should  have  quite  a  nursery.  I 
saw  the  Princess  on  a  Sunday,  either  the  30th  or  31stof 
October,  1802,  walking  before  her  door.  She  was  dress- 
ed so  as  to  conceal  her  pregnancy;  she  had  along  cloak, 
and  a  very  great  muff.  She  had  just  returned  from 
Greenwich  Church ;  she  looked  very  ill,  and  I  thought 
must  be  very  near  her  time.  About  a  week,  or  nine  or 
ten  da;s  after  this,  1  received  a  pote  from  the  Princess, 
to  desire  that  I  would  not  come  to  Montague  House,  for 
they  were  apprehensive  that  the  children  she  had  taken 
had  had  the  measles  in  their  clothes^  and  that  she  was 
afraid  my  child  might  take  it.  When  the  Princess  came 
to  see  me  during  my  lying  in,  she  told  me  that  when  she 
should.be  brought  to  bed,  she  wished  I  would  not  come 
to  her  for  some  time,  for  she  might  be  confused  in  seeing 
me.  About  the  end  of  December,  I  went  to  Gloncester* 
shire,  and  stayed  there  about  a  month.  When  I  return- 
ed, which  was  in  January,  I  went  to  Montague  House, 
and  was  let  in.  The  Princess  was  packing  up  something 
in  a  black  box.  Upon  the  sofa  a  child  was  lying,  cover- 
ed with  a  piece  of  red  cloth.    The  Princess  got  up  and 


t«ok  vieligr  the  band;  ahe  ibeti  l^d  im  to  die  fof^i  ii«rf 
mH^**  Tbflfle  isAecbild^IliadkiiiiQiitytwodi^psfterl 
aMvyottb^  IW  wqidff  were^ekkcv/^  {  badkipi/'ora^'I  wfi$ 
bMvgbttci  bed."  Thaweids  trectit^ch9»clafl(lyialf<)i^ 
ed  tbat  it  was  bor  own  child*    Sba  9aid  abo  got  verji  weV 
Ibrngb  it.    Sba  ibe\«ed  me  a  mjirk  an  tb^  cbild'a  hand  ; 
it  is  a  |itnk  iMfffc..    The  Pirincess  «aid>  '^  she  haaa  mark 
likfe  jtour  liuk  gu'l."  X  saw  the  child  afmrwards  fre%aent- 
Ijr  with  the  Pftoces^  quite  till  Christmas,  1805,  wbtti  I 
left  BfaMkbeath.    X  saw  tbe  mack  upon  the  child's,  hanc!, 
mod  X  aw  sure  that  it  was  tbe  same  child.    I  never  saw 
any  other  child  there.  Prinoesa  Charlotte  used  to  see  the 
obilc^  aod  pkiy  with  him.    The  child  used  to  call  tbe 
Priiicfss  of  Wales  Mama.  I  saw  tbe  child  looking  at  tba 
windoMT  of  the  Prmcess  s  house  about  a  month  ago,  be- 
fbns  tbe  Pnneeas'  went  into  DeK)n8liire,  and  I  am  sure 
thnt  it*was  tbe!same  child.  Not  long  after  I  had  first  seen 
the  ebik^  the  Pk^inoesa  said  tliat  she  had  the  child  at  first 
to  sfeep  wilh  her  for  n  few  nightSi  but  it  made  her  iier- 
fOttSy  and  mm  they  had  got  a  regular  nurse  for  her«    3h« 
aaid^  "  We  gave  it  alittie  milk  «t  first,  but  it  was  too  much 
for^me^  nnslnow  we  hteed  it  by  hand,  and  it  does  ver; 
well."    I  can  twear  positively  &at  tlie  child  I  saw  at  tbe 
« indDw  ia  the  same  chiJd  aa  the  Princess  told  me  she  had 
two  dn^  aller  she  parted  with  m«.  The  child  waa  catted 
WiUiani*    X  never  heard  that  it  had  any  other  name* 
When  4ue  dbild  waa  in  long  cIotbcB,  we  breakfasted  one 
dagr  with  tbe  Pnnoess^  and  she  said  i»  Sir  John  Douglast 
^TfaisiatfieBeptfoffdBoi^"  Independently  of  {he  Pain* 
ceas'a  omtfeasiDns  to  me^  I  can  swear  that  she  waapr^ 
nanft  in  I809*  In  October,  1804,  when  we  returned  from 
DevMafake^  I  left  my  card  at  Montague  I{ouie,tand  m 
the  4^  of  October  K  received  %  letter  from  MrfVeniQii^ 
deaiiing  me  net  to  come  any  more  to  Montague  House.   * 
(  ha4  never  «i  this  limermemkuied  Ifae  Piinoes^'a  bniqg 


wi(h  child,  or  being  delivered  4if  a  chiid^  to  any  pertoi, 
not  even  to  Sir  John  Douglas.  After  receiving  Mrs. 
Vernon's  letter>  I  ^rote  to  the  Princess  on  llie  sufegect. 
The  letter  was  sent  back  unopened.  I  then  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Vitzgemld,  saying,  Ihaft  I  titoag^t  myself  extreawly  iH- 
wsed.  In  two  or  thnee  days  after  this  I  received  an  amny'* 
Moas  better,  Which  I  produce,  md  have  marked  ^irich  the 
teller  A,^  and  signed  with  my  nanebothontheJetlarjRid 
Ae  envelope.  Hie  Prmcess  of  Wales  has  loM  weibat 
^e  gel  a  bedfellow  whenever  sbe^coold;  tiM  nodmg 
^ims  more  wholesome.  'Shfe  said  that  Aothing  wlis  mott 
t^mvenient  lh«n  her  room;  ''  it  stands  at  the  iiead  of  tkt 
^tah'case  which  feads  into  the  Purk^  and  I  have  h^>iia^ 
tte  mside^  md  have  a  Hedfeltow  \^4ieiiever  I  like,  i 
votider  youcanbe^tisfied  only  with  Sir  John.''  Sbehaa 
<said  ftfis  more  Hmn  once.  She  has  toWme  thatStr  Sid^ 
Hiey  Smith  had  lain  with  her ;  Ihat  riie  believed  iili  men 
4ike<JI  a  bedfellow^  but  Sir  Sidney  better  than  Bnf  1b«djr 
«lse ;  that  the  Prince  was  tlie  most  compkisatft  man 'in 
the  world ;  dmt  rfie  did  what  she  liked^  went  where  'she 
liked^  and  had  what  bedfeflowB'she  Mcedi  and  ihe  PriM^ 
paid  for  all. 

CHARLOTTE  DOUGLAS. 

June  ],  1806. 

•  •• 

Sworn  before  U8,1  June'l,  l806,  at  Lord  ^Gren* 
Title's  ill  Downing-street,  Westminster. 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A  tne  Copj,  GRENVILLE^ 

/.  Beeket.  ELLENBOROUGR. 


•  No  copy  «f  diis  telta'fcl^UMU  Wftt 
Princess  ef  Wales. 


(No.  3.) 

The  Deppsitimvf  Sir  John  Douglas,  Knt. 

I  HAD  a  ,boiiBe^  I^aisUieatb  19  .1801*    Sir  Sidaey 
used  to  come  to  my  house.    I  bac)  a  bed  for  him.  The 
Piincew.  of  Wales,  furmc^  an  .iicquaiatance  with  Lmif 
Douglas,  and  came  frequendj  tq  oar  house.    I  thought 
she  came  more  for  Sir  Sidnfj  Smi^  than  for  us.    After 
she.  had  been  some  time:  a^qMainted  with  us,  she  appeared 
to.  me  to  be  with  child..    One  .day  #be  leaned  pn  ^e  jo- 
fa^  and.  pat  her  hand  upon  her  stomi|cbi(  and  said,  *\  Sir 
John>  I  shall  never,  be  Queen  of  E^^nd."    I  said,. 
'^  Not. if  you  don't  deserve  it.'':*  She  se^mej^  angry  s^t 
first.    In   1804,  on  the  27 tk  of  Oc|qber,  I  rece^^^d 
two  liBtters  by^  die  t^nro-penny  post,  one  addressed  to  me^ 
which  I. now  produce,  and  have  marked, with  the  letter 
(B)^  both  on  the  envelope  and  the,  indosure,  %pd  Ac[, 
other  letter  addressed^  to  Lady  Douglas,  and  which  I  ^ 
now  produce,  and  have  ..marked  with>  the  letter  (Qf 
both  on  the  envelope  iind  the  inflosure.       .  . », 

(Signed)  JOH^  DOUGLAS. 


/•■  -■•  »■<• 


.    Jme  1st. 

« 

Sworii  before  us  at  Lord  Qrenville's  hquse  in  Down- 
ing-street,  Westminster,  Junerthe  first,  1806. 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
AttneCopj,  GRENVILLE, 

J.Becket.  ELLENBOROUGH. 


•  No  copy  of  these  letten,  or  either  of  them,  bM  been  lent  to 
ite  Koyal  Highneu  the  PruueM  of  Wa^ 


Pb.  4.) 

(i  HATS  Uiirfj  D^tbithi  FriiK^  <MiMgr9^b«e  yjm^a  m 

^mlj  ^l>«r]r«ii  Sir  Si^si^i  9mHh  cqiq^  u>  Montsgne 
ll$»«fif^    Kio  m^  101  ft^ji  ^mjT  Iftt^  m  nigbt*.    I'  bnvf 

tiM7  4ijB4    I  §»w  Sir,  Sidofiji  Smitb  oo«  ckjf  ia  MOtS^ 
jii»  Ibfetilufl  r^fol^  ^o»t  ^w».<^Gl0gi(  in  tbetnt)£iUoiS» 

•^  QMi|yiny»    1 9^eA  tbo  ^yiotatvlfty  th^;  did  d^ 

fMV^le  40Qr  to  ilb^  Pavl  bj^  wbmb.  b€»  mi^^i  bnv^ 

;9q9l»  in  il  h^ktA  m  kf  J5 1»  tli  Had}  h»vQ  gioi  ii|tp.  %Up 

\ivf.  imp^  vJtb^it  ^Qj^  o^thfi  serwuiu  pefoeiying  bim. 

I  p^itei  iimm^^  atij»*  4pcmrfiiioe>  of  the  Fcioces^ 

^iah,mii|A  teaifem^  to  sppposjB  she  waa  with .  chiidw 

i(  first  jt>bAf9iifed  CVi{»tMi  Maoby  conus  ta,  Montftgoe 

JHMMmi^  ^ihfiv  ibA  mdof  lAOSi  <;»i;  beginJiiog  a£  W04. 

i  m»  vmtii^QM  4«gr  in  tbft  ami-roofo.  Captain  Maof 

tift  bnA  bi9i  btfeitthMbaiid^  and  appeared  io  be  going 

itr^y .    He  3|m  a  bog  tkn^.  with  the  Priaoea^  iiiuifdi 

IjlMPipa  tb^atepa  wailiag»  I  looked  into'tlie  ropm  ia 

m^»k  tb0j(  w«cei  aa4  in  the  roflection  ia  tha  looking^ 

glwii^l  lav  ikb^iP  sabite eacholiber.    I meaa that  thej 

klAieil  da«bi otb9r%  lipi»    QspUaiD  I4^by  then. weal, 

MiVf*    I  ^tiri>basry]ed  Um.  Briflceia  hi^te  hec  baikU 

*  c 
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kerebief  in  her  hands,  «Qd  wipe  her  eyes  as  if  she  was 
ciying^  and  went  into  the  drawing-room*  The  Prin- 
cess went  to  Southend  in  Mtnf,  J  804.  I  went  with 
her.  We  were  there  I  believe  aboat  six  weeks  before 
the  Africainecame  in*  Sicard  was  very  often  watching 
with  A  glass  to  see  when  the  ship  wootd  arrive.  Oilt 
day  he  said  be  saw  the  Africaine>  and  soon  after  Alit 
Captain  pot  off  in  a  boat  from  the  ship.  Sicard  West 
down  the  shrabbery  to  meet  bim.  When  the  Captain 
came  on  shore,  Sicard  conducted  him  to  the  Princesses 
Hous^,  and  he  dined  there  with  the  Princess  and  hef 
Ladies.  After  this  he  came  very  frequently  to  see  the 
Princess.  The  Princess  had  two  houses  on  the  Cliff, 
Nos.  B  and  9*  She  afterwards  took  the  drawing-room 
of  No.  7>  which  communicated  by  the  balcony  with 
Mo.  8.  The  three  houses  being  adjoining,  the  Princess 
used  to  dine  in  No.  8^  and  after  dinner  to  remove  with 
fhe  company  into  No.  7»  and  I  have  several  timess^m 
the  Princess^  after  having  gone  into  No.  7^  with  Ci4»» 
tain  Manby  and  the  rest  of  the  company,  retire  aloM 
with  Captain  Manby  from  No.  7,  through  No.  8>  imn 
No.  9,  which  was  the  house  in  which  the  Princess  slepU 
I  suspected  that  Captain  Manby  slept  frei^pmitly  in 
the  bouse.  It  was  a  subject  of  conversation  in  the 
house.  Hints  were  given  by  the  servants,  and  I  W 
lieve  that  others  suspected  it  as  Uj^ell  as  myself.  Tli« 
Princess  took  a  child,  which  I  undeestand  was  broogbl 
illto  the  bouse  by  Stikeman.  I  waited  cply  one  we^ 
in  three,  and  I  was  not  there  at  the  time  the  doM  w«i 
brought,  bat  I  saw  it  there  earl^  in  1805.  The  child 
who  is  now  with  the  Princess  is  the  s^me  as  I  saw  there 
early  in.  1 805.  It  has  a  mark  in  its  left.  hand.  Aastia 
is  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  said  to  be  the  &lhefi^! 
Austin's  wife  is,  I  believe,  sliil  alive.  She  has  had' 
aootber  cbUd,  aind  has  brought  it  aometim|BS4o  Hoa^ 


u 

yig|]{{f.j9()uij:«  ^.It  is  very  like  the  child  ,vflio  lites  wilk 
tt^^^riffo^s.*,  MiB,  Gosden  was  employed  as  a  nurst 
^  jjp  t^^  c;hi)d|  |aqd  she  used  to  hs^hg  the  .qbild.to  the 
FM°fiS^f  ^  ^i9P^;i^l)^  Princess  woke^  and  the  child 
B^^lM;**i5a^'^^.^^J^*^  Highness  the.)vbQle  morn-» 
y^^.  ^^JJkie^J^imjess  appeared  to.  be  eztremefy  food  of 
t)^f  cbil^^  aa^  sti]l  appears  so. 

■'.:■     f    •  -     -     •  K  BIDGOOD.   ^ 

^- "Sworn  at'Lord  Orenville's  House  in  DowbtDg^' 
<:"        street^  tbie  sixth  day  of  June,  1800. 
At^heCopy,        ■•',..;     *     SPENCER,      ' 
•'         J.Bickei     '■'"         ,         GRENVILLE. 


'■•■-■'  (No.  5.) 

.:    'u  "  7!h  Deposition  of  TViUiam  Cole. 

^ui  H  jrv«  iived  whh  tbt  Princess  of  Wales  ever  since 
imc maniage^  SirSidoey  Smith  first  visited  at  Monta» 
goe  (House  abo«t  .i80^<  I  have  observed  the  Princess 
tooiabiiliar  with  tSir  Sidney  Smith.  One  day^  I  think 
about  Bebmdry  in*  that  year^  the  Princess  ordered  some 
sandwitfaes^  1  carried  them  in  the  Blue  Room  to  her. 
Sir'  Sidney  Smith  was  ther^*  I  was  surprised  to  see 
hmn  thene^be  uitist  have  come  in  from  the  Park.  If 
hit  had  been  let  in  from  Blackheath,  be  must  have 
yaased  through  the  room  in  which  I  was  waiting. 
When  I  had  left  ithe  sandwiches,  I  returned  after  some 
tine  into  tbt  nodBS^  wit-Str  Sidney  Smith  was  sittrog 
very  close  to  the  Princess  on  the  sofisi.  I  looked  at 
bim^  ^nd^atlier  Royal  Highness.  She  caught  my  eye, 
ittdsaw^  that  I*  noticed  the  .maimer  id  wshicb  they  were 
sitttttgi  tbgetber,  Thky  appeartd  botkf  a  litde  confused 
when  I  caqie  into  the  room.  A  short  time  before  this, 
oi^  niglit  icbout  twelve  o'clock,  I  saw  «  man  go  into 
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doty  in  town,  becaiue  iN«ttJd1«Udi^  Mt'Bo^ih'ti&iyh, 
vliiiSh^XAtotd  iWtber  trwt  to  me  than  ti)j  bodjdM. 
Tbe  JMt  wd  that  the  PMocmv  bad  tixnlgM  it  ^oald 
be  more  agreeably  to  sue  tp  be 'told  thii  :^jr  Mm  thaa 
through  Sicard*  After  tbii  I  never  attended  at  ^on- 
tagae  Hoate^  but  occasiomdly  when  the  Wir^eess  sent 
for  me.  About  July,  IS02, 1  observed  that  the  Prin- 
cess had  grown  very  large';'  and  in  the  latter  end  of  tbe 
same  year  she  appeared  tp  be^t^^n  thin^  and  I  obaerv* 
^d  it  to  Miss  Sander^  who  said  Aiat  the  Prinoess  was 
much  tbintitr'th^n  ^e  tMcl  hben.  ^fh^di'iny  idea  of 
the  Princess  foeitiig  wTtb'c9ittd.  'Mr.  LaWMnce^Jthe 
parntfcr^ttsM  togo'tb  Mxmhigae^Hoiise  aboui!  the -bi- 
ter end'  oV  1 AO 1 ,  When  he  Svas  ifiihtmg '  the  PiibeeBBi^ 
imd^fae  has  sle^t  in  thv'ftonse^tvira  drttirer  iligh^tcH 
'gethet.  'I  haveoiten^et/iiim^BloDe  wiibrthel'riioess^ 
eleven  anrd  fwehie  o'etbcfk  atirigbt.  He  las bMi  ttiere 
ras'  late  as'ieme^and  twb  oWocic  intbeindriitng*  *  Oiie 
"^iigbt  Iiiaw-him  with ihe^Pmcto  inrthe  Bkie  Roai% 
after  the'ladtes  htk&^iiSi.  .Spoie  tkne  aftehwiirch^ 
when  I  sBfrpos^d'diat'hebadrjgoneio  bisraoln^'I^wcttt 
to  see  thatall  Was bife.^atid^If iborid 4be  &fa^  'BdMi 
;']dd6r  footed;  nnd  baardoi  "Milpirijiig  ki  ki  'micM  imit 

.^aWar. 

WM.GOLE. 


Sworn 'at '  liofii'OrenvinefM  HooseM^DowoiilS^ 


k- 


.  y^he^  ±^epmii()n  oflFrancei  Ttoj/d. 

\    I  HAVE  Bved  ^ivelve  veers  with  the  Princess  ^ 

'  Wales  pext  Octbber.  I  am  in  the  Coffee-rodib.  Mv 
vsitoattpn  16  the  Coffee-rooin  do^  not  give  me  oj^por* 

^  tatiities  6f  8fcekif(^the1Priiieess.  I  don't  see  h^r  sdofe- 
timet  for  morffh^.  Mr.  Mills  attended  me  for  acifd. 
He  «skecl  me  if  the^Prin<^e  canie  t6  blackheatiir^d^- 
wards  and  forwar^s/br  somethihg'  to  that  elt^ty  for 

"the  Princess  Wai'WhH  6hlld,  dr  tooked  if  sheVa^^h 
iShild.    Thismost^^Ve-lre&tj  Aree  et%iiryeari'a^'a, 

^'  ll  may  have  beenMVe  yeaihs  a^o.  I  thinic  it  must4iaVe 
been  same  time  before  the  cbiidf'wiid  brought  t^"^ 
Princess.  I  rei^ember  theiemld  heing  brought^  4t 
-was  brought  into  my  rooin.  I  bac^  orders  sent 'to  me 
to. give  the' mother  arrow  root,  with  direction's  how* to 
,maift^  it,  to'weaii  thechildj  and  I  gave  it  to  thie  mo* 
ther,  and  she  took  the  child  away.  Afterwards  the 
mother  brought-  the  child  back-again.  Whether  it 
ivas  a  week,  \en  days,  or  a  fortixight^  I  cannot  say, 
but  it  ayiicht  be  about^tbHt  time.  The  second  time  the 

mother  brou^i[>h,t  (lie  child^she  brought  it  into^y  room* 

* "        •()■•'  •  .....—  « 

I  ask^d  hefj  how  «  mother  could  part  with  her  child. 
I  an  oot'sure  which  time  I  asked  this.    The  mother 

-  criedf  and  said  she  could  not  afford  to  keep  it.  ^  The 

* '     •     ■ '  '•  .     .  "      '•  •  •    '  *  • 

^    child  was  said  to  be  about  four  months  old  when,  it 

was  broQgb^.  I 'did  aot  particularly  observe  it  nAyself. 

'  '  FRANCES  LLOVD. 

I  was  at  Ramsgate  with  the  Princess  in  1 303.    One 

mornitig  when  we  were   in  the  house  at  East  iC^litT, 

some  body,  t  donH  recollect  who,  knocked  at  iny  door, 

'   and  desirecfme  to! get  up  to  prepare  brealcfast  for  the 

'     Princess.    This  was  aT)out  six  o'clock,     t  was  asleep* 

Duiring  tbi  whole  time  1  was  in  the  Prli5K5ete's  setvice, 

I  had  never  been  called  up  before  to  mkke'breakfast 
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for  the  Prinocu.  I  alept  io  die  hoasekeeper's  roooi- 
oq  the  ground  floor.  I  opened  the  ^butteri  of  the 
window  for  light.  I  knew  at  that  time  that  Captain 
Manby's  ship  was  in  the  Downs.  When  t  opened  the 
shatters,  I  saw  the  Princess  w'alking  down  thie  garden 
with  a  gentleman.  She  was  walking  down  the  grieivel 
walk  towards  the  sea.  No  orders  had  been  given  me 
over  night  to  prepare  breakfast  ^rly.  The  gentleman 
the  Princess  was  walking  with,  was  a  tall  man.  I  was 
surprised  to  see  the  Princess  walking  with  a  gentle- 
man, at  that  time  in  the  morning.     I  am  sure  it  was 

the  Princess.    While  we  were  at  Bl^ckheath,  a  wo- 

*  * 

man  at  Charlton,  of  the  name  of  Towhiey,  told  me  that 
she  had  some  linen  to  wash  from  the  Princess's  house. 
That  the  linen  was  marked  with  tUe  appearance  ot 
•♦**♦***♦.  "The  woman  has  since  left 
Charlton, but  she  has  friends  there.  I  think  it  mast 
have  been  before  the  child  was  brought  to  the  Prin- 
cess, that  the  woMan  told  us  this.  I  know  all  the  wo- 
men in  the  Princess's  house.  I  don't  think  that  any 
of  them  were  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  and  if  any  had, 
I  think  1  must  have  known  it.  I  never  told  Cole  that 
Mary  Wilson,  when  she  supposed  the  Princess  to  be 
in  the  library,  had  gone  into  the  Princess's  bedroom, 
and  had  found  a  man  there  at  breakfast  with  the  Prin- 
cess; or  that  there  was  a  great  to-do  about  it,  and  that 
Mary  Wilson  was  sworn  to  secresy,  and  threatened 
to  be  turned  away  if  she  divulged  what  she  had  seen. 

FRANCES  LLOYD. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville'»  House  in  Downing-streetit 
the  seventh  day  of  June,  1806,  before  ns, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A  true  Copy,  .  GRENVILLE, 

J.  B«cktt.  _  '  ELLENBOROUGH. 


15 


(No.  7.) 

The  Deposition  of  Mary  Ann  Wikon. 

I  BEL1BVB  it  will  be  ten  years  next  quarter,  that  I 
liye^wjlth  the  Priocess  of  Wales,  as  houseaudd, 
I  wait  oa  the  Indies  whp  Mtei|d  the  Pxincess..  I  re* 
xaeiaber  w:l^ii  ibe  child  wba  la  now  with  thePriaeesSy 
W.a?  brought  tbeie* '  Before  it  came  I  heard  aaj  it  wa# 
%Q  ,coaie^    Th$.  mother  brooght  the  child.   It  appear- 
ed t«Vl^.aboiit.foaraioiiths. old  wbeo  it  wa#  brofigbt. 
I  feoM^ixib^.twiQs  being  brought  ta  the  Pjincess,  b<&* 
|of4^.|bif  diyd  iiE^breagbt.  I  never  noticed  tbePrin- 
cti»i^  shapes  tp  bie.  diflTei^^nt  in  that  year  from  what  it 
WjM  bf fore.  .  I  .ni^yer  bad  4  t^oug^  that  the  Prio^^ess 
wi|s  wiib  cbikt^.,  Ihave  heard  it  .reported.    liis  % 
good  wbiie  ag^.    I  never  my$el£  suspected  her  being; 
with  child.    Itbink  she  conkL  not  have;  been  with 
child^  und  have  gone  on  to  ber  tim^   without  mjf 
knowing  it.. .  I  was  at.  Southend  with  the  Princes.*^ 
Captain  Manby  used  to  visit  the  Princess  there*    I 
make  the^Pri^pew's  bed,  and  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  making  it  ever  since  I  lived  with  Her  Royal  High* 
ness.    Another  maid,  whose  name  is  Ann  Bye,  assist*^ 
cd  with  me  in  making^  the  bed.    From  what  I  observr 
ed,  I  never  had  any  reason  to  believe  that  two  persons 
had  slept  in  the  bed.    I  never  saw  any  particidar  ap^ 
.  pearance  in  it.    The  linen  was  washed  by  StikemanV 
wife 

marV  Wilson. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville'a  House  in  Downbg-strecV 
theseventb  of  June,  1806,'before  na, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A  true  Copy,  GRENVILLE, 

J.  Becket.  ELLENBOROUOH . 
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(No:  ^4 
ThA  Deposition  of  Samufff  Rpj^ttJff 

^  AH  a  fboloiM  to^  tli€  Mttoew  of  Wld«i.  tm* 
fMinberlhe  okitd  being* ukt»  hy  ito  PruiMa^  f 
never  observed  any  perticuhr  eppennnoe^  tbe  Piim^ 
eess  ID  that  year— nothing  the*  (edme  to  biKevn  Ait 
the^W  witli  child.  Sif  Sidney  Siniltiiised  lo^vilit 
the-i^rinceM  atBiaoMeath.  I  never  um  hii»  dbilt 
with  «h#  Prtneeifw  IN  never  ■Inyed  after-  divM 
ofelbckt  I  veeolteci  Mr^  CJple  onoe  aeMng  ^tif^  I 
PtMnk  three  yeaii|igo,  whetiter  liMve  #01^  aoyHf* 
maritee  in  the  fimily*  I  renMniber*  eayingy  ibat 
Captain  Maoby  and  Sir  Sidney  S*ilh  weft  foqneitt^ 
^  at  Blackbeaih^  and  dioed  them  oftenm^  than  other 
penonei  I  never  itoenr  Sir  Sidney  Smith  slay  later 
man  die*  Mies*  ioaanolaayexaetlyaiwhat^ioarbe 
went^  ba»  i  neter'  remmnher  hint  staying  alone  widi 
the  PHoeess. 

SAMVfiL  itOllBRIS. 

IKrbm  at  Lord  Gtenvitte^f  Hbose  in  Dowoing*icreet, 
the  seventh  day  of  .hine,  I809>  beftwe  us, 

EJISKINE^ 
Si>6NgjER, 
A  true  Copy,  GREKVILLB, 

J.Jhck^.  ELLBNBOROUGH. 
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(No.  9.) 

The  Deposition  of  Thomas  &tiktman* 

1  HAVE  been  Page  to  the  Princess  of  Wales  ever 
fthce  sbe^as^been  in.finglaird.  When  I  first  saw  the 
thiLd  who  is  with  the  Princess,  It  is  about  four'years 
ago.  Her  Rdyal'Higfaiiess  had  a  strong  desire  to  have 
in  infant;  which  I  and  a^ithe  house  knew.  I  heard 
Uiere  w«s  a^wdman'wha  had  twins,  one  of  which  the 
9iriii|;ess  waa  desirous  t^  have,  but  the  parents  Would 
tf»t  iparrwilii  itoraAi^wofiisn  caitie  to  the  door. «rith  a 
f>etiiion<rf 01  <  get  ^her -hiisiband  replaced  in  the  Dock 
Yardf'WlKo  bad' been  i^moved^  She  bad  atrhild  with 
hen  '  I  topfr  tte;«MU}ii  {>elieve,  and  shewed  it  to 
'lPfrs2  Saftder;^  A  then  fetonied  the  chiid  lo  the  wo* 
Wttii,  andinaide  inqahfits  after  ^  father,  and  after* 
vNkrlls  d^sitedr^e  woman  to  biitig  tin"  child  again  to 
fbe  bdtis^  ufateh  shedidw^  Uhe  child  was  uken  to 
tibe'Priiicesft'.  After  the'Princesshadaeen  it,  shede* 
sired  the  woman  to  take  it  again  and  bringat  b^tik  in 
a  few  d4^  aiid  Mrs.- Sander  was  desired  to  provide 
iinen  for  it.  Within  a  few  days  the  child  was  brought 
agaW  by  the  mother,  and  was  left,  and  has  been  with 
.the  Princess  ever  since.  I  don't  recollect  the  child  had 
atiy  mark;  buttipon  reflection  I  do  recollect  the  mo- 
ther said  he  was  marked  with  elder  wine  on  the  hand. 
•The  father  of  the  child,  whose  name  is  Austin,  liv^ 
withroiefit  Pimlico*  My  wife  is  a  laundress,  and 
washed  the  linen  off  the  Prince.  Austin  is  employed 
to  torn  a  mangle  for  me.  The  child  was  born  in  Brown- 
low-slreei,  and  it  was  baptized  there;  but  I  only  know 
this  from  the  mother.  The  mother  has  since  lain-in 
as^cofidl^timeiQBrownlow-^treet.    I  never  saw  the 


woman  to.  my  knowledge  before  she  came  wiih  the 
petition  to  the  door.    1  bad  no  particular  directiona 
by.  the  Princess  to  procure  a  child.    I  thpngbt  it  bet- 
ter to  lake  the  ehiid  of  persons  of  good  character,  than 
the  child  of  a  pauper.    Nothing  Ie|  ma.frafls  the  ap- 
pearaoce  of  ifa^  Prtncesii^to  sufposathatsbewaswUh 
child,  but  from  her  shape  itiadifficultto  judge  wbeo 
she  is  with  child.    When  she  was  WAlb  ^hild  of  the 
Prin(^ets  Charlotte,  t  should  not  ba|ve  koowoi  ii;,wlieii 
she  was  fat  advanced  in  her  tiraej  if  I  bad  W^  hfim 
told  it.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  at  one  time  wUed  very  ft^ 
queotly  at  Montagpe  Honsen  twaoc  three  tiiMsawefsk* 
At  the  time  the  Princess  was.aUeciog  her  roooi^  iaijiie 
Turkish  style.  Sir  Sidney  Smith's  visita.w^)^  vei;y  fiw- 
cjpent.   The  Princess,  consulted  bim  upon  tUeaa.  Mf- 
Mprell  WAS  the,  upboikterer^    Sir  Sidney  Smith  otm^ 
frecjuen  tly  aUui^i,    He  stayed  alcioe  with  the  PrifMms 
sometimes  tilLekveo  o'clock  «^.  iMght.    Hebi^  bmw 
there  til]  twelve  o'clock;><andiafter,  I  believe  aloneiwitk 
the  Princess^    l^he  Princess  is.  of  that  lively  vivacity, 
that  she  makefi  heiiaelf  &miliar  with  gentlemen>,wUob 
pceveated  my  being  struck  widi  Us.  stayin|^  late.^  I 
do  not  believe  that  at  t^at.time  aAy>  other  gentlwtfui 
visited  the  PriQ9ess  so  frequfotly,  or  stayi^  so  late* 
I  have  seen  the  Princess  when  they  were  alone  sitting 
with  Sir  Sidney  Smith  on  the  san^  so^.  in  thei  ]E^ 
iioom.    I  h^d  access  to  the  Blt|e  Room  at.  nil  timely 
Thi^re  was  an  inner  room.which  opened  into  the  Blue 
Rpora,    When  that  room,  was  iH>t  lig^ed  upi^  I  did 
not  go  into  it,  and  did  not  qoqffldi^  that  I  had  alright 
to  go  into  itf  .  I  h^d  no  i4ea  oi&.wbat  aoeount  I  was 
brought  l)^et.    I  did  aot  know  that  the  Priiipesib 
conduct  was  quj9stioned  or.  questionable*.    I.wm  wjykh 
tbe  Prince^at  I^anisgajte.    When  shie  wais  at  East 
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Cliff,  Captain  Mattby  Was  very  frequently  there;  went 
away  as  late  at  night  as  eleven  o'clock.  I  don^t  re* 
member  Fanny  Lloyd  being  called  ap  any  morning  to 
make  breakfast  for  the  Princess.  I  did  JK>t  like  Capt. 
Manby  coming  so  often,  and  staying  so  late,  and  I 
was  uneasy  at  it.  I  remember  a  piece  of  plate,  a  silver 
lamp,  being  sent  to  Captain  Manby.  I  saw  it  In 
Sicard's  possession.  He  told  me  it  vms  for  Oiiptain 
Manby,  and  he  had  a  letter  to  send  with  it.  I  have 
never  seen  Captain  Manby  at  the  Princess's  at  Ramb- 
gate  before  nine  o'ck>ck  in  the  morning,  but  i  have 
heard  he  has  been  there  earlier.  I  had  never  a^y  8«0- 
picionsof  there-being  any  thing  improper,  either  frcHn 
the  frequent  visits  of  Captain  Manby,  or  from  his  con- 
duct. I  was  at  Catherington  with  the  Princess.  She 
used  to  go  pot  generally  in  her  own  chaise.  I  thiok 
I  have  once  or  twice  seen  her  go  with  M  r.  Hood  in  his 
one-horse  chaise.  They  have  been  out  for  two  hours, 
or  two  hours  and  a  half,  together.  I  believe  only  a 
day  or  two  elapsed  between  the  time  the  child  being 
first  brought,  and  being  then  brought  back  again,  and 
left  with  the  Princess,  f  am  surv  the  child  was  not 
weaoed  after  it  had  been  first  brought.  I  don't  re- 
collect any  gentleman  ever  sleeping  in  the  hotise*  I 
don't  remember  Lawrence  the  painter  ever  sleeping 
there.  The  Princess  seens  very  fond  of  the  child.  It 
is  always  called  William  Austin^ 

THOMAS  STIKEMAN. 
Sworn  at  liOfd  Grenvi)le'8  house  in  Downing*8treet, 
fbe  seveftth  day  of  June,  1B06,  before  us,    . 

ERSKINE, 
^  SPENCER, 

A  true  Copy,  6RENVILLE, 

J.  Stcktt.  ELLENBOROUGH, 


(No.  10.) 

The  Deposition  of  John  Sicard. 

1  HAVE  lived  seven  years  with  the  Priticess  ofWafei, 
am  house-steward,  and  have  been  in  that  situation  frotA 
the  end  of  six  months  after  I  first  lived  uith  Her  R6yal 
Highness.  X  remember  the  child  who  is  tiow  With  th^ 
Princiess  of  Wales  being  brough  there.  It  was  about  five 
motitlis  old  when  it  Was  brbughl.  It  is  about  four  years 
agO|  just  before  we  went  to  Ramsgate.  I  had  not  the 
least  suspicion  of  the  object  of  my  being  brought  here 
I  had  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Princess  frequently.  I 
waited  on  her  at  dinnef  and  supper.  I  never  observed 
that  the  Princess  had  the  appearance  of  l>eing  with  chlM. 
I  think  it  was  hardly  possible  thit  she  should  have  been 
witli  child  without  my  perceiving  it.  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
used  to  vi^it  very  frequently  at  Montague  House  in  180^» 
with  Sir  John  and  La:dy  Douglas.  He  was  very  often,  I 
bdieve,  aloiie  with  the  Princess^  and  so  w^Mr.  Canning, 
and  other  gentlemen.  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  suspected 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  of  any  improper  conduct  with  thePrin- 
cess.  I  never  had  any  suspicion  of  the  Princess  acting 
improperly  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith  or  any  other  gentlematb 
I  remember  Captain  Maiiby  visiting  at  Montague  House. 
The  Princess  of  Wales  did  not  pay  for  the  expence  of 
fitting  up  hid  cabin^  but  the  linen  furniture  was  ordered 
by  me,  by  direction  of  the  Princess,  of  Newberry  atld 
Jones.  It  was  put  by  Newberry  and  Jones  in  the  Prin- 
cesses bill,  and  was  paid  for  with  the  rest  of  the  bill  by 
"Miss  Hey  man. 

JOHN  SICARD. 
Sworn  at  Lord  Grenvilie's  house  in  Downing-street, 
tbe  seventh  day  of  June,  1806,  before  as, 

ERSKtNE, 
SPENCERi 
A  true  Copy,  GRENVILLE, 

J.Becket.  ELLENBOROtJGH. 
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(No.  11.) 
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The  Deposition  of  Charlotte  Sander. 

I  H  A  V£  li?ed  Mifith  the  Princess  of  Wales  eleven  years* 
J  am  a  native  of  Brunawick,  aiid  came  with  the  Princesa 
from  Brunswick.  The  Princess  has  a  little  boy  living  with 
her  under  her  protection.  He  had  a  mark  on  his  hand, 
but  it  is  worn  off.  I  first  saw^him  four  years  ago^  iu  the 
autumn.  The  father  and  mother  of  the  child  are  still 
alive.  I  have,  seen  them  both.  The  father  worked  in  the 
(Dock  Yard  at  Deptford,  but  has  now  lost  the  use  of  his 
timbs.  The  father's  name  is  Austin.  The  mother  brought 
the  child  to  the  Priuce3s  when  he  was  four  months  old. 
I  was  present  when  the  child  ^i*as  brought  to  the  Pmnoesa. 
She  was  in  her  own  room  up  stairs  when  the  child  was 
jbrought.  She  capae  out  and  took  the  child  herself.  I 
understood  that  the  child  was  expected  before  it  was 
thought.  I  am  sure  that  I  never  saw  the  child. in  tho 
home  before  it  appeared  to  be  four  months  old*  The 
Princess  was  not  ill  or  indisposed  in  the  autunm  of  1808* 
I  was.  dresser  to  Her  Royal  Highness.  She  could  not  be 
ill  or  indisposed  without  my  knowing  iU  I  am  sure  that 
she  was  not  confined  to  her  room  or  to  her  bed  in  that 
autumn.  There  was  not  to  my  knowledge  any  other  child 
in  the  house.  It  uas  hardly  possible  there  could  have 
been  a  child  there  without  my  knowing  it.  I  have  no  re* 
collection  that  the  Princess  had  grown  bigger  in  the  y^r 
1802  than  usual.  I  am  sure  the  Princess,  was  not  preg* 
nant.  Behig  her  dresser,  I  must  have  seen  if  she  was. 
I  solemnly  and  positively  swear  J  have  no  reason  to  know 
or  believe  that  the  Princess  of  Wales  has  been  at  any 
time  pregnant  diuing  the  time  I  have  lived  with  Her 
Royal  Highness  at  Montague  House.  I  may  have  said 
toCok  that  the  Princesa  was  grown  much  thinner,  but  I 


don't  recollect  that  I  did.  1  ne^r  heard  any  bodj  si^ 
any  thing  about  the  Princess  being  pregnant  dll  I  came 
here  to-day,  I  did  not  expect  to  be  asked  any  questioo 
to-day  respecting  the  Princess  being  pregnant.  Nobody 
came  over  to  the  Princess  from  Oennany  iti  the  autnnin 
of  1802  to  my  knowledge.  Her  Royal  liighness  was 
generally  blooded  twice  in  a  year,  bat  not  lately.  I  ne- 
ver had  any  reason  fo  suppose  that  the  Princess  recemd 
die  visits  of  any  gentlemen  at  improper  hours.  Sir  Sid- 
ney Smith  visited  her  frequendy,  and  almost  daily.  He 
was  there  very  late^  sometimes  till  two  o'clock  in  die 
morning.  I  never  saw  Sil*  Sidney  Smith  in  a  room  alone 
widi  the  Princess  late  at  night.  I  never  saw  any  Aing 
which  ied  me  to  suppose  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  on  a 
very  ftmiliar  footing  with  the  Princess  of  Wales#  I  at- 
tended the  Princess  of  Wales  to  Southend.  She  had 
two  houses,  No.  9-  and  No.  8.  I  knew  Captain^Manby* 
He  commanded  tlia  Africaine.  He  visited  the  Ihincess* 
•Wb3e  has  ship  was  diere,  he  was  frequently  with  the 
Princess.  I  don't  know  or  believe,  and  I  have  no  reaSM 
to  believe,  that  Cbplani  Manby  staid  till  very  late  hours 
with  the  Princess.  I  never  suspected  that  there  was  any 
improper  feaAiltarity  between  them.  I  never  expressed  lo 
any  body  a  wish  that  Gaptm  Manby's  visits  wel>s  not  tfo 
Irequent.  If  die  Pk*inc«ss  had  company,  I  waanevih- 
pfcsemu  The  Princess  was  at  Ramsgatein  1805.  i  ha¥e 
^eeii  Captain  Manby  there  frequently.  He  came  to  tile 
Princess's  house  to  dinner.  He  never  stayed  till  late  at 
night  at  the  Princesses  house.  I  was  in  Devonshire  with 
the  Prioness  lately.  There  was  no  one  officer  that  she 
aaw  when  iriie  was  in  Devonshire  more  iban  the  rest*  I 
never  heard  from  ^  Princess  that  she  appt^hended  her 
coadttct  was  questioned.  When  I  was  brought  here  I 
thougiht  I  might  be  ^stioned  respecting  the  Princesses 
€onduct,and  I  t^'as  sorry  to  come.    I  don^t  know  why  I 


thought  so.  I  never  saw  any  thing  in  the  conduet  of  the 
Princess  while  I  lived  with  hett  \i^ch  would  have  made 
me  uneasy  if  I  had  been  her  husband.  When  I  was  at 
Southend  I  dined  in  the  Steward's  room.  I  can't  say 
whether  I  ever  heard  any  body  in  the  steward's  room  say 
any  thmg  about  the  Captain^  meaning  Captain^  Manby. 
It  lis  so  long  ago  I  may  have  forgot  it.  I  have^seen  Cap* 
tain  Manby  alone  with  the  Princess  at  No.  9>  iordiedraw' 
kig*room  at  Southend.  1  have  seen  it  only  once  or  twieetr 
it  was*  at  two  or  three  o'clock  in  die  afteraoon^  and^  se- 
rver later.  I  slispt  in  a  room  next  to  the  Pl^incess  kt  the 
house  No.  %  at  Southend;  I  never  saw  Captaiii  Manby 
m  any  part  of  that  home  but  the  drawrog-room.  I  bove 
no  reasoir  to  believe  he  wat  in  any  other  room  in  the 
ftoiise.  I  was  at  Gathermgton-  widi  the  Princess^  She 
was  at  My;  Hood^s-  house.  I  never  saw  any  femiKarttj 
between  her  and  Mr.  flood.  I  have  seen  her  drive 
out  in  tIfDti,  Hood's  carriage  widi  him  akmCi  R  was  a  gig; 
They  usedl  to^be  absent  for  several  hour»i  A  servant  of 
Ae  Princess  attended  them.  1  have  delivered  packets  by 
die  order  of  the  Princess,  wMch  slie  gave  me  seated  npy 
t9  l^card>  to  be  by  bim  forwarded  to  C^tain  ManlqF« 
The  birtfiHlay  of  the  child  who  lives  with*  the- Princes*  19 
the  t  Ith  of  July,  as  hia- mother  told  me.  She  says'  that 
be  vras  christened  at  Bleptfotd.  The  child  had  a  mark  on 
Aie  hand.  The  mother  told,  me  that  it  was  from  red  wine. 
I  befieve  the  child  came  to  the  Princess  in*  November: 

C.  SANDER.. 

^woen  at  Lord  Grenville's  house  in  Downing>8treet, 
the  seventh  day  of  June,  1806. 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A  trite  Copy,  GRENVIUJS, 

/.  Beck€t.  ELLENBOROUGH. 
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(No.  12.) 

D^sition  of  Sophia  Justin. 

I  KKOW  the  child  which  is  now  with  the  Princess  of 
Wales.    I  am  the  mother  of  it.    I  was  delivered  of  it 
four  years  ago  the  1  Ith  of  July  next,at  Brownlow-street 
Hospital.    I  have  lain  in  there  three  times.     William^ 
who  is  with  the  Princess,  is  the  second  chi)d  I  laid  in  of 
there.    It  was  marked  in  the  right  hand  witlj  red  wine. 
My  husband  was  a  labourier  in  the  Dock-yard,  at  Depjt- 
ford.    When  peace  was  proclaimed^  a  number  of  the 
workmen  were  discharged,  and  my  husband  was  o^^ 
who  was  dischl^rged.    I  went  to  the  Princess  with  ft 
petition  on  a  Saturday^  to  try  to  get  my  husbapd^r^ 
stored.    I  lived  at  that  time  at  Deptford  New-rRoirv 
No*  7,  with  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bearblock*    He 
was  a  milkman.    The  day  I  went  to  the  Princess  with 
tbe{)etition>  wa8«f<»tnightbe£bre  the6t|i  of  November* 
Mr.  Bennety  a  baker  in  New-^street,.  was  onr4ealer,  and 
I  took  the  child  to  Mr.  Bennet's  whea  1  went  to  re* 
ceive  my  husband's  wages  every  week  from  the  time  I 
left  the  Hospital  till  I  carried  the  child  to  the  Princess. 
I  kpew  Mr.  S^ikeman  only  by  having  seen  him  ouce 
before^  when  I  went  to  apply  for  a  letter  to  Brownlow* 
street  Hospital    When.I  went  to  Montague  House, 
I  desired  Mr.  Stikeman  to  present  my  petition.    He 
said  they  were  denied  to  do  such  things,  but  seeing 
me  with  a  baby. he  could  do  no  less.    He^hen  took  the 
<;hild  from  me,  and  was  a  long  time  gone.    He  then 
brought  me  back  the  child,  and  brought  half-a-guinea 
which  the  ladies  sent. me.    He  said  if  the  child  had 
been  younger,  he  could  have  got  it  taken  care  of  for 
Be,  but  desired  that  I  would  come  up  again.    I  vf^^\ 


!25 

up  again  on  the  Monday  following^  and  I  saw  Mr, 
Srikeman.  Mr.  Stikeman  afterwards  came  several 
times  to  U9,  and  appointed  ine  to  take  the  child  to 
Montague  House  on  the  5th  of  November,  but  it 
rained  all  day,  and  I  did  not  take  it.  Mr.  Stikeman 
came  <]own  to  me  on  the  Saturday  the  6th  of  Novem- 
))er,  and  I  took  the  child  on  that  day  to  the  Princess's 
liouse.  The  Princess  was  out.  I  waited  till  she  re- 
turned. She  saw  the  child^  and  asked  its  age.  I  went 
down  into  the  coffee-room,  and  they  gave  me  some 
aiTow-rpot  to  wean  the  child ;  for  I  was  suckling  the 
^hild  at  this  time,  and  when  I  had  weaned  the  child,  I 
was  to  bring  it  and  leave  is  with  the  Princess.  I  did 
wean  the  child,  and  brought  it  to  the  Princesses  house  on 
the  15th  of  "Novemoer,  and  left  it  thete,  and  it  has  been 
with  ^he  Princess  ever  since.  1  saw  the  child  last  Whit-* 
Mondaj,  and  I  swear  that  it  is  my  child. 

SOPHIA  AUSTIN. 

Svora  at  Lord  Grenville's  hoase  in  Downing>stteet, 
the  tereath  day  of  Jone,  1808,  before  us, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A  true  Copy.  GRENVILLE, 

J.  Becket.  ELLENBOROUGH. 
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Earl  Spencer  to  Lord  Gvydir. 

20th  June,  1806. 

My  Lorb, 
, In  consequence  o(  certain  inquiries  directed  byJiis 
Majesty,  Lady  Douglas,  wife  of  Sir  John  Douglas  of  the 
Marines,  has  deposed  upon  oath  that  she  was  toM  by  hef 
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i  JEloval  Hurhne^  the  Princess  of  Wales,  that  at  a  hrieak^ 
o/att  at  Lady  WiHoughby^s  bouse  ia  May  or  JoQe^  18Q2, 

[Extrad  from  Lady  DouglaiU  Deposition.'} 

.  It  bemir .  material  to  ascertain .  as  far  as  possible,  the 
t,  truth  of  this  fact,  I  am  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will 

have  the  goodness  to  desire  Lady  Willouebby  to  put  down 
,ii^]  writing  evj^ry^  circumstance  jn^  any  manner  relative 
,  jthereto  (if  any  sufih  jth^r^  ]^e)  of  which  her  LMvship  lias 
_  any  re;collf;ctipn.;  and  also  to  apprize  me,  for  his  Ma** 
.  jesty's,  iiMprn^^^^ipn^j^^whe^^^^^  m?.  H'^e^  ^fi[™C^**« 
^iQpursp  9f  the  a|ppv^me9tipnjed.y^fti|  La^  ob- 

•    ,  9ejryed.any.sucb  fJter|ition  ia.the  ]PrinceBs's  shwe^  or  any 

other  circums^a^es^j  as  mi^bi^ind^ljce  her  Laaysnip  to 

bdieve  that  her  Royal  Highness  was  then  pregnanU 

I  am^  8lc. 


».i .. 


A  true  Copy^ 

X  Bectcei.  ^PftNCER. 
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(No.  14.) 

.    Sidmouih,  2 1  st  June,  1 866.; 

Mt  dsaa  IfOKiy 
In  obedience  to  your  commands,  I  lost  no  time  in  com- 
municating  to  Lady  Wilioaghby  the  important  sulyect  of 
ypur  priyate  let^qr^  dated  the  20th  instant,  and  I  have  the 
honour  of  enclosing  a  letter  to  your  Lordship  jjrom  Lady 
WiUoughby.  '  •  ' 

I  have  the  b9njour^)&c« 

AtrueCopy,  '    .        >:  •  jmj  ..  .  .li.- 

J.Becket.  GWYDIR- 
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(No.  l&J 

My  Lord,  '     - 

In  obedience  to  the  command  cootained  in  yoar  Lord^. 
ship's  letter  commuiiicafeedTo^me  by  JJ}yS  Qwydir,  I 
bfive  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  i  have  no  lecollec- 
t%(>n  \ivjbiatever  of  the  &ct  stauTd  io  have^  takeh  ']^fac¥/'<fu- 
:  ring  a  brea^st  at'W^^^^  May  <i/  itine  fmyniit\ 

dpi  bear  in  mind'any  partidutar  cri^cumslEaiidek^ri&latiVe 
t6  Her  ftoyal  ^ighn^ss  Ae  Prfnces^ir  Wal84;  it  ttie  W^^ 
:  riod  io  WlAcib  yoii  aHua^:  '^  *    "^  ^^    '    '  '''''  ''•     ''  ^^' 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Jane  il,  ISOff.  -^  *"  '  '^^'-  '    *^i5  ^ ' 

Earl  Spenceb. 


/.'  f » 


A  true  Copy, 


/..s' 
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o.  16.) 

J^imUl  from  thf  Register  of  the  ^irtjis  an^ 
Baptisms  of  Children  bom  in  the  Brownlm^ 

Born  1802^  Baptized; 

8^       Thoma%  ofSic^ard  and  ^iasabetb  Aostio,        20^ 

July^ 
1 1,  William,,  of  Samuel  and  Sophia  Austin,  15- 

The  above  are  the  only  two- entries  under  the  name  of 
Austin,  about  the '^period  in  question,  and  wei^  extracted 
by  me.    ^o  descjfiptioh  of  the  children  tspraserved. 

CHARLES  WATKIN  WILLIAMS  WYNN, 
Juue  23,  1806. 

A  true  Copy, 

J.  Becket. 
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(No.  17.) 

*   The  Deposition  of  Elizabeth  Gosdeu.  , 

I  AM  the  wife  of  Francis  Gosden,  who  is  a  servant  of 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  has  lived  with  her  Roy  at' 
Highness  eleven  years.    In  November,  180^/1  was  sent 
for  to  the  Priiices»*s  house  to  look  after  a  little  child  ;   V 
understood  that  he  had  been  then  nine  days  in  the  hbn^e. ' 
I  was  nurse  to  the  child.    One  of  the  ladies,  I  think  Miss " 
Sander,  delivered  the  child  to  me,  and  told  me  her  RoyaF 
Highness  wished  me  to  take  care  of  him.    The  child  never 
slept  with  the  Princess.    I  sometimes  used  to  take  hiuo  to 
the  Princess  before  she  was  up,  and  leave  him  with  her 
on  her  bed.    The  child  bad  a  mark  on  the  hand,  it  ap^  - 
peared  to  be  a  stain  of  wine,  but  is  now  worn  out.    I  was 
about  a  year  and  three  quarters  with  the  child.    The 
mother  used  to  come  often  to  see  him.    I  never  saw  the 
Princess  dress  the  child^  or  take  off  its  things  herself;  but 
she  has  seen  me  do  it.    The  child  is  not  so  much  with 
die  Princess  now  as  be  Wa^.- 

ELIZ  GOSDEN. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville^s  house  in  Downing-strcet, 
the  SSd  day  of  June^  1806,  before  usy     . 

ERSklNE, 
SPENCER, 
A.trae  Copy,  GRENVILLE, 

J.Btcktt.  ELLENBOROUGH. 
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(No.  18.) 

,  :  DeposUian  of  Betty ^  Townley. 

I  LIVED  at  Chnrlton  sixteen  years^  and  till  within  the 
bst  two  years.     I  was  a  laundress^  and  used  to  wash 
linen  for  the  Princess  of  Wales's  family.    After  the  Prin- 
ess  left  Charhon  and  went  to  Blackheath^  I  used  to  go 
over  to  BfackhcHth  to  fetch  the  linen  to  wash.     I  have 
had  linen  from  the  Princess's  house  the  %ame  as  other 
ladies :  I  mean  t'hat  there  were  such  appearances  on  it  as 
might  arise  from  natural  causes  te  which  women  are  sub* 
ject.     I  never  washed  the  Princess's  own  bed-linen^  but 
once  or  twice  occasionally.    I  recollect  one  bundle  of 
linen  once  comings  Vbich*I  thought  rather  more  marked 
than  usual.    They  told  me  that  the  Princess  had  been 
bleed  with  leeches^  and  it  dirtied  the  linen  more  :  the  ser- 
vants told  me  sOy  but  I  don't  remember  who  the  servants, 
were  that  told  me  so.     I  recollect  once^  I  came  to  town 
and  left  the  linen  with  my  daughter  to  wash  ;  I  looked 
at  the  clothes  slowly  before  1  went,  and  counted  them^ 
and  my  daughter,  and  a  woman  she  employed  with  hc¥, 
washed  them  while  I  was  in  town.    I  thought  when  1 
looked  them  over,  that  there  might  be  something  more 
than  usual.    My  opinion  >vas,  that  it  was  from  *  *  #  # 
*  *     The  linen  had  the  appearance  of  **♦*♦*,  I 
believed  it  at  the  time.    They  were  fine  damask  napkins, 
and  some  oF  them  marked  with  a  Ihtle  red  cro^n  in  the 
corner^  and  some  without  marks.     I  might  mention  it  to 
Fanny  Lloyd.    I  don't  recollect  when  this  was,  but  it 
must  be  more  than  two  years  and  a  half  ago;  for  Idid 
not  wash  for  the  Princess's  family  but  very  little  for  the 
last  six  months.'    Mary  Wilson- uited  to  give  me  the 
linen,  aqd  I  believe  it  w«s-sbe  who  told  me  that  the 
Princess  was  bled  with  leedies ;  but  the  appearance  of 
tbe  lifien  which  I  have  spoken  of  before^  was  diflbrent 


Si?' 

from  that  which  it  was  said  was  stained  by  bleediog  witb 
leeches.  I  remember,  tb^  cbiW.coming.  I  used  to  wasb 
the  linen  for  the  child,  and  Mcs  Gosden  who  nursed  the 
child,  used  topay  me  t^  it.  I\kept  a  book,  in  which  1 
eatw^Atbe.  linen  I  washed,  I  af^^  not  sure  whether  I  have 
it.8till..:-!«bwt  if.  I .h^ye,.it, i^  in  ^  cbesjt  at  my  dau^htet^  « 
Cb^rl|oD,,a^4^will.|pl:qduce  it.  if/I  can  %}ji  i>. 

SjKora»tl4Qt4e(;«nvme's,Houa^  iu  i;)owqm|r-8tre]|.^ 
the  2Sd  day  of  June,  1806,  before  us, 

ERSKINE, 

Spencer, 

A  true  Cqpy,  GRENVILLE, 

J.  Becket.  EI.LENBOROUGH. 


(No.  la) 

y  Surg«0n  Mn4  ApQtheefirjf, 

» 

Roy*!  I^bm^taqd  b<^  ho^^^ehoW.  I  knew  Ffvaoy  M^^ 
whoiatAep^fld  i^  itbe  <?p(Eeeii:QQUj,  nt  tljiB  ,PrM^<^>*  I 
ffi9qui8io tly  »U<?94^d  k^r  foTiCQl^s^  ?  dP  iQQl^  refiq\\^tJllti^lf 
evjirr  «wil  «iiy  tbing.tpberr^pi^tiqg,theP/^fi§ll,of^ 


the  second  bleedbg  was  in  180£^  and  it  was  in  the  June 
Yjuarter,  as  appearsV^y'^the'b^ok'I  kept.    I  don't  know 
\what  she'  was  bled  for — ^it  was  at  her  own  desire-*it  was 
not  by  any  medical  advice.     I  was  unwlllihg  to  do  it^  bill 
she  wished  it.    If  I  reqollect,  she  complained  of  a  pain  in 
'^*fret't!b6st;'bue  I'ikiB'l!  reikiexttber  that  she  JMidmKyaMness. 
^^did^flolf'iisi^tdiWefed  b€f^#ice  ayear.  ^  IiCefSridvisew 
"^'lieFRiyvlMii'^hiaessin^ovi^a^.  {  i^a\f  her«irthel€th 
''**bf^N($Vy«[ber;bue  t  h^<*'tfot?^^y»idea  <of'her  <bteing^tben 
'/WttfiPihrld.  ^  rdid  t1fot'attiBftA*e¥'0iinhclaAH>Now«iber, 
^'liit  I'^w  lleH  then ;  i  was't^biting  aidt4ld«(BPmdel  okild,) 
Y'frBtnlfeptffa^d.    I'to^e  ti6rtOoBectte»oftiairing^9teiBthe 
'^PriAift*^in^Ofe«0bcr;  1602.  « l»ie v«hildt!ttH>sl  kwvA^een 
'''f]<^ifht«^\<^fiV(glncib«b8<«^ld'wben  I)  it-s»'Si^  it.  u  Lhave 
^''ii6^fe^6n^tioti  tfflfh«  Prkieesi>i!iiMklg  been?  vilfedboolfthe 
^^^\i<A^Obidbef^  iS02.  ^  I  have  vidked  th^dbildterjibften 
^tiifee;*»nd  1)  hAve'iilw&yil^nihdclirstDiod  it^no^bethtfj  same 
"^'kiliild.^  Thl  O^i^rte^sf  i»ed  isdm^rini^tasend  forktehes, 
'^>'&ttd'tiaa  '«i96nf  fmdrf  me.  <  I^don't  Ainko<Jbat  ^i^bttettded 
^  'Aii  Fnbtresd;  drkfo^'her^oftttny  in'thejisunitii^  alndiiutumii 
'  0FI8O2. '  I«ad  not!b6k5k/(!&i0iof  the  iVidi»eSs^v<Mslth 
'^'QiiHn^'th^  time  I  4iaV«i»{iJ*inf  of;  *  Si^^  ftencki  MHlman 
^^^mWMeirbef  bdv^siotiyy . 

THOMAS  EDMEADES. 


Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville*s  House  in  I>dWningST4tYi?et, 
"^'thVa^lhday  of  June/'1806,t)efdr6'U8, 


•     »      4 


BRSKIHE, 
SPENCER, 
A  true  fidpy,  ^  GAENVILLE, 


'1 


^« 


(No.  20.) 

Deposition  of  Samuel  Gillam  Mills^  of  Gretmci^^ 

Surgeon, 

I  AM  a  surgeoii  at  Greenwich ;  have  been  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Edmeades  since  1800.    Before  he  was  my  part- 
ner I  attended  the  Princess  of  Wales's  Family  from  the 
time  of  her  coming  to  Blackbeath  from  Charlton.    I  was 
appointed  by  the  Princess  her  surgeon,  in  Aprils  leoi^by 
a  written  appointment,  and  from  that  time  I  ne>er  at- 
tended her  Royal  Highness,  or  any  of  the  servants,  in  my 
medical  capacity , except  that  1  once  attended  Miss  Goucb, 
and  once  Miss  Millfield.  There  was  a  child  brought  to  the 
Princess  while  I  attended  her.    I  was  called  upon  to  exa- 
mine the  child.    It  was  a  girl.   It  must  have  been  io  ISQl, 
or  thereabouts.   The  child  afterwards  had  th^  measles,  and 
I  attended  her.  When  first  1  saw  the  child,  I  think  it  must 
have  been  about  ten  months  old.    It  must  have  been  prior 
to  April,  1801.     I  understood  tliMt  the,  child  was  taken 
•through  charity.  Iremember  that  there  was  a  female  ser- 
vant who  attended  in  the  coffee-room.  I  never  said  to  that 
womam,  or  to  any  other  person,  that  the  Princess  was  with 
child,  or  looked  as  if  she  was  with  child,  and  I  never 
tfatiugfat  so,  or  surmised  any  thing  of  the  kind.]^!  *<^s 
once  sent  for  by  her  Royal  Highness  to  bleed  her.    I  was 
not  at  home,  and  Mr.  Edmeades  bled  her.    I  had  bled  her 
two  or  three  times  before ;  it  was  by  direction  of  Sir^Fran- 
cis  Miliman.    It  was  for  an  inflammation  she  had  on  the 
lungs.    As  much  as  I  knew  it  was  not  usual  for  the  Prin- 
cess to  be  bfed  twice  a  year.    I  don't  know  that  any  other 
medical  person  attended  her  at  the  time  that  I  did,  nor  do 
I  believe  that  there  did.    I  don't  know  that  Sir  Frahcis 
Miliman  had  advised  that  she  should  be  blooded  at  the 
time  that  I  was  sent  for  and  was  not  at  home,  nor  what 
was  the  causi^  of  her  bei  n  then  blooded.    I  do  recc^Tect 
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sometfaiQg  of  having  attended  ibe  servant  who  was  in  the 
coffee-room,  for  a  cotd.  but  I  am  sure  I  never  said  to  her 
that  the  Princess  was  with  child,  or  looked  as  if  she  was  so. 

'  I  have  known  that  the  Princess  has  frequently  sent  to  Mr. 
Edmeades  for  leeches.  When  I  saw  the  female  child^  Mrs. 
Sander  was  in  the  room^  and  some  other  servants,  but  I 
don't  recollect  wlio.  I  was  sent  for  to  see  whether  there 
was  any  disease  about  the  child — to  see  whether  it  was  a 

'  healthy  child,  as  Her  Royal  Highness  meant  to  take  it 
under  her  patronage.  The  child  could  just  w~alk  alone. 
I  saw  the  child  frequently  afterwards;  It  was  at  one  time 
with  Bidgood,  and  another  time  with  Gosden  and  his 
wife«  I  don^t  recollect  that  the  Princess  was  by  at  any 
time  when  1  saw  the  child.  I  never  saw  the  child  in  Mon* 
tague  House  when  I  attended  it  as  a  patient,  but  i;vhen  t 
was  first  sent  for  to  see  if  the  child  had  any  disease,  it  was 


»  M 


in  Montague  House. 


&VMUEL  GILLAM  MILLS. 


Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville's  House  in  Downing-street,' 
the  25th  day  of  June,  J 806^  before  us, 

BRSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
AtraeCopy*  6RENVILLE, 

.J4Beeket.  ELLEN  BOROUGH. 


(No.  21.)  ' 

Deposition  of  Harriet  Fitzgerald. 

I  CAMS, first  to  live  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  in  1801, 
merely  as  a  friend  and  companipn,>nd  have  continued  to 
live  with  h|ur  Royal  Hig^hness  to  this  time.    I  know  Lady 
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Dott|^  I  itmember  ber  lying  ia.  li  happened  by  ac- 
cideQt  that  H.er  Rojal  Highnett  was  in  the  honteat  the 
time  of  Lady  Dovgfaw'g  delivery.  I  think  it  wai  in  July, 
1 802.  I  was  there  myself.  .  The  Princess  was  not  in  the  v 
room  at  the  time  Lady  Douglas  was  delivered.  There  was 
certainly  ou  appearaoMoe  of  the  Princess  being  pregnant  at 
that  time.   I  saw  the  Princess  at  that  time  every  day,  and 

^  at  all  hours.    I  believe  it  to  be  ^uite  impossible  that  the 
Princess  should  have  been  with  child  without  my  obs^^ing 

^t;  I  never  was  at  a  breakfast  with  the  Princess  at  Lady 
Willonghby's.  The  Princess  took  a  little  girl  into  the 
house  about  nine  years  ago.  I  was  not  in  the  honse  at  the 
time.  I  was  in  the  boose  when  the  boy,  who  is  now  there, 
was  brought  there.  She  had  said  before  openly  that  she 
should  like  to  have  a  child,  and  she  had  asked  the  servant 
vrho  brought  the  child,  if  he  knew  of  any  persons  who 
would  part  with  a  child.  I  was  at  Southend  with  the  Prin* 
cess.  I  remedil^er  Ca^taid  Itanby  being  there  sometimes. 
He  was  notthere  very  often.  He  used  to  come  at  different 
hours,  as  the  tide  served.  He  dined  there,  but  never 
stayed  late.  I  was  at  Southend  all  the  time  the  Princess 
was  theie.  t  eknnot  recollect  that  I  have  seen  Captain 
Manby  there,'or  known  him  to  be .  there,  later  than  nine, 
or  half  after iiine.  I  ilever  knew  of  any  correspobdtoiic^  by 
tetter  with  him  when  he  wa»  abroad.  I  don't  iecollect  to 
have  seen  him  ever  early  in  the  morning  at  the  Princess's- 
I  was  at  Ramsgate  with  the  Princess.  Captain  Manby 
may  have  dined  there  once.  He  never  slept  there  to  my 
knowledge,  nor  do  I  believe  he  did.  The  Princess  rises  at 
different  hours,  selddm  before  te6  or.  eleven.  I  never  knew 
her  up  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  If  she  had  been  ttp 
so  early  I  should  not  have  known*  it,  not  bdng  up  so  early 
myself.  I  remember  the  Princes^  giving  Captain  MAnby 
an  inkstand.    He  had  the  care  of  two  boy^  whom  she 

'   protected,    t  can't  say  that  C&ptain  Mariby  didhdt  sleep 
at  Souihendr-  He  ma^  have  slept  ^  tHe  Vlllagie,  but  1  be- 


lieve  he  never  dept  in  the  Princesi's  bonse.  I  wo*  at  Ca-  , 
theriogton  with  the  P^nccM.  I^cemember  Her  Royat 
Highoesa  going  out  in  ao  open  carnage  wiA  the  preaent 
Lord  Hood,  I  believe  Ixtrd  Hood'i  terTant  attended 
tbein,  Ther^  waf  on]|;  o^  aerTaut,and  no  other  carriage 
with  them.  I  was  at  Dawlisb  fhis  luminer  with  the  Prin- 
ceu,  and  afterward)  at  Monat  Edgcumbe.  Tlfe  Princess 
Mw  a  great  deal  of  company  there.  Sir  Richard  Strachaa 
V^():(o,come  then;.  Ido,D'tlcnotf,  what  wot  the  canse  of 
bia  (discontinuing  his  yisjti  there,  t  remember  Sir  Sidney 
9^ith  being  fiiequently  at  Montagtie,  Ho^se.  Ife  was 
•ometimes  there  as  Iftte  as.  twelve  and  oi^e  o'clock  in  the 
^^orning,  but  never  alone  that  I  icnow  of.  The  Princeat 
vraf  qot  in  the  room  wh^  Lady  Dpnglas  Was  brought  to 
bed.  Hfqowf  she  ijrn«  Dol^  ^>>V*^^,  was  in  the  room  my- 
self when  Lad]^  Jplpuglas  iras  ^^liyei^ed.  Df.  M^ackie  of 
lieyf}ii\ajp^  if  a^  tbf  accopc^^r.  I  don't  recollect  Sir 
Sidjit^  5,milb  eve^  M^ing  alone  with  the  Princess  in  the 
<;Ten|qg.  It  may  have  happened,  bat  I  doti't  know  tba^ 
it  4I<I*  I  <?ff4  ^  ^''-  ^}^  *^  Pfinciets 
ing,  ^^^||  opt  Jn  t^  5ioi;niBg.  1  ytta  i 
^  %  of  Wigbt-  "Wr.  Hoo<f.  a,^  I 
cljtrjc  ^erj^  th^r^  ^ith.  I^ef .    She  nf^n 

HARRIET  FITZOERALD. 

Sworn  before  us  at  Lord  QrenTillc's  house  in  Dowt|- 
ing-street,  the  fiTth  day  of  idne,  1806^  before  us^ 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A  true  Copy,  ORENVILLE, 

J,  Btcktt.  ELLENBOROUGU. 
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(No.  22.) 


Whitehalt,  July  1^  1800. 


Mr  Lord, 


The  extreme  importance  of  tlie  business  oft  which! 
have  before  troubled  your  Lordship  and  Lady  Wii- 
loughby^  makes  it  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  persons 
to  whom  His  Majesty  has  entrusted  the  Inquiry,  fur- 
ther to  request  that  her  Ladyship  will  have  the  goodness 
to  return  in  writing,  distinct  and  separate  answers  to  the 
enclosed  Queries.  They  beg  leave  to  add,  that  in  the 
discharge  of  the  tinist  committed  to  them,  they  have  been 
obliged  to  examine  upon  oath  the  several  persons  to  whose 
testimony  they  have  thought  it  right  to  have  recourse  on 
this  occasion.  They  have  been  unwilling  to  give  Lady 
Willoughby  the  trouble  of  lo  long  a  journey  for  that  pur« 
pose,  well  knowing  the  full  reliance  which  may  be  placed 
on  every  thing  which  shall  be  stated  by  her  Ladyship  in 
this  form.  But  on  her  return  to  town  it  may  probably  be 
judged  necessary,  for  the  sfike  of  uniformity  in  this  mo^t 
important  proceeding,  that  she  should  be  so  good  as  to 
confirm  on  oath,  the  truth  of  the  written  answers  re- 
quested from  her  Ladyship. 


(No  Signature  in  the  originai.) 


J 
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HdjOirtbe  redQiMi«iidatiM  df  Jtfr.  MMifi>  <iM>1>aoler> 
iMr  ftiepA  tm  a  (brtner  otoiiioo.  Sh«  vms^  ao  lh«  iOrii 
dttheuLtM  IMnth)  deUt«f«d  df  «Mlhef  $«ti^  wji*  w«l 
itemed  J(0ft.:  She  leA  ttM  H«st>ital  three  w^eks  ilWi^ 
#•1x11  t^-^HfcuQrtied  i»>  I^imlioo^  dud  tMk  m  «  «bttd  i»  «ret 
tmt9t.    MnK  Anittn  OMMidoed  M  PlioliM  idbMfe  tbftfi 

ye<tf*v 

About  this  period,  the  ^  Delicate  InvM^eOi^  toefc 
place,  aod  Mrs,  AuBtin  was  brought  forward  for  ezami- 
liitbtf.  Her  depdrftiM  wHl  be  famd  in  A}fviL^tiix 
(A).p.  tM. 

Bbri&g  the  liaie  l^r^.  AnHitt  Hved  at  PiulHto,  rfie  oi> 
aariottaHy  visitifd  Blaekheath,  and  was  alwi^ft  peimttled 
tb  see  her  child,  fbr  Whofn  a  regukr  tmrie  had  beeti  pm* 
tided,  abotrt  nine  or  ted  days  after  it  had  been  left  with 
hier  Royal  Highnes^;  A  Mrs.  Gosbkn  was  edgag^  tet 
the  purpose^  and  contiDuedy  iti  this  capacity,  Ibr  abcttl 
two  tears. 

As^  the  ^obj^et  of  this  memoir  (VTilliam  Aastitt)  grew 
lip^faer  was  constantly  talcen  ab0ut  wkh  the  Princess ;  M# 
mz$iteated,in every  respeei,  a%achUdofhit  ewn.  Her 
Roy«3  flightless,  indeed,  appeared  to  be  very  much  at^ 
(adietf  to  the  boy.  Williatn  was,  at  an  early  age>  placed 
lit  a  day-schoot,  on  Bladcheath ;  and  when  aboat  utitt 
years  old,  he  was  sent  to  k  boarding-school  at  Gteentrieh^ 
kept  by  ^t.  Bo  ili^isV;"  William,  bdweter,  has  been 
lately  taken  iVoiir  this  seminary,  and  [daced  at  anorher 
school  at  Blackheath,  where  he  still  remains. 

Vat  the  last  flte  oi^  six  years,  Mrs.  AuarrN  has  seen 
ITEU  RoYAt  HildiiK£sa  but  seldom,  though  she  goes- 
fegnlarly^  oYice  a  quartet,  to  visit  her  son,  and  to  re- 
ceive a  qnarterly  aflowance  forthe  education  of  ayoanger 
child,  which  is  paid  to  hdf  by  Miss  SxNiyEH;  and,, 
she  has  reason  to  believe,  olr*  her  ewn  account. 
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kenham,  on  or  about  the 
mooths  of  May  or  Juue^ 
1802? 


9«  Ha8'berK4Bdjrship>  any 
recollection  of  tfaecircwn** 
9Cante  of  Hier  Koyai  High* 
nesa^havingretiiied  from  the 
conrpany  at  such  breakfast 
ordidnery  ou  aecounr^  or 
under  iht  t>reltiice^  of  hav-^ 
ing  spilt  acj  thing'  o^er  her 
handkerchief?  And  if  so, 
did  Lady  Willoughby  attend 
Her  Royal  Highness  on  that 
occasion  ?  and  what  then 
passed  between  them  rela- 
tive to  that  circumstance? 

3.  Had  Lady  WUloughb^ 
frequent  opportunities  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  to 
see  Her  Royal  Highaess 
the  Princess  of  Wales^  and 
at  what  penodsf  And  did 
she  at  any  time  during  the 
year,  observe  any  appear- 
ance, which  led  heir  tp  sus- 
pect that  the  Princess  of 
Wales  was  pregnant  f 


^  hall,  and  Langtey,  in  Kent* 
Her  Royal  Highness  may 
have  been  at  my  house  io 
the  months  of  May  or  June» 
1802,  but  of  the  periods  at 
which  I  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  her,  L  have  no 
precise  recollection. 

t.  I  do  not  remeiBb^ 
Her  Royal  Highness  bav^ 
itig  ai  any  time  iietire^ 
from  the  company!,  eiiher  al 
Whitehall,  or' at  Lang^y, 
under  the  pretence  of  lHi,yr 
ing  spilt  any  thing  Qf  er  bet 
handkerchief. 


5.  To  the  best  of^  my  re» 
membrance  I  had  few  op- 
portunities of  seeing  the 
Princess  of  Wales  in  the 
year  1802,  and  I  do  not  re» 
collect  having  pbferved  anj 
particular  circumstances  re* 
lative  to  Her  floyal  High* 
ness's  appearance. 
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'4.   U  Lady  ^WIlfcM|||iby 
'cUolstanccs  Kniriii^  -to   the 


-)4.  Duriagtrtke  fma  ^^Mn 
I  'hifve  'hul^the^liOBQiir'jof 
knowing  .Ike  BriaoMs  sot 


Mnae'  etinchmbUf  or  teddiiig  *  W«les, '  I  ^do  taot .  bear:  to 

to'^enhiblhifa    the    fact" of  a  ^mind^a^iiagle:  instance.. of 

tarimiiml '  itttereonrBe,'  or'im-  •  Her  Royal  Higbnest's  cen* 

pibper    famiitarity   between  duct  in  sooiety  toward^aay 


>  Her  -'Ro]M  Higbness'  aad 
^'iay  Mierpferaon'^hitever? 
^  add  if  «o,-wha^  are'  tbejr  ? 


iaditidual^  tending  toeetab* 
lith^lhe'fact  tof  a>>  criamd 
nilerconrBey  or  impropep^fi^ 
'  oliliarity. 

^  WIL^OUGHBY. 


k 


(No.  26*) 

^  'Rohiri  Bidgobd^urther '  deposition, 

^^[^A  Prinee^  used  to  go  out  in  bei^  phaeton  with-^oach- 

'''bmn^'^d'^helper/  tcvwaerds  ^  liOng  '  Reach)  eight  orten 

'^tbniesy  earryti^'  luncheon 'and  wine  ^/Htb^faeri*  ^n^ieh  ^p- 

*'-  t^ih'M^nby^^  ship  was  '■  at  Long  Reach-'-Hatwayi'  Mr^  i^ks* 

gerald  with  her — She  would  go  outatone^ttid  return 

about  five  or  six — sometimes  sooner  or  later.    The  day 

the  Africaine  sailed  from  Southend  the  Princess  ordered 

us  to  pack  up  for  Blackheath  next  morning.    Captain 

'^  Manby  then^  three  times  a  week  at' the  leasts  Atfiilst  bis 

ship  lay  for  six  weeks  off  Southend  at  the  .Note — ^he  came 

as  tide  served — used   to  come  in  a  morning,  and  dine  and 

drink  tea.<  ^  I  have  seen  him  next  morning  by  ten  o'clock. 

I  suspected'  he  slept  at  No.  y,  the  Princess's — she  always 

put  ottt'^ecatidled  herself  in  the  drawing-room  at -No.  9; 

'  "tfakdl^ld'me^dt-tfait  to  put  them  up ;  she  gave  rAe  the  'i 


i  den  IS  soon  as  sh^  went  tu  Soatiiead.  1  used  to  see 
water-jugs,  tMsom,  and  *toweIs,  set  out  opposite,  ilie 
Princess's  door,  in  the  passage, — never  saw  them  so  left 
in  the  passage  at  any  other  time ;  and  I  suspected  he  was 
there  at  those  times.  There  was  a  general  suspicion 
throughout  the  house*  Mrs.  and  Mtss  Fit:^erald  there, 
and  Miss  Hamond  (now  Ladj  Hood)  there.  Mj^  sus- 
picions arose  from  seeing  tliem^  in  the  glasses  kiss   each 

.  other,  as  I  mentioned  before,  like  people  fond  of  Mch 
other— 4  very  close  kiss. — Her  behaviour  like  that  of  a 
woman  attached  to  a  man ; — used  to  be  by  themselves  fit 
luncheon  at  Southend^— when  ladies  not  sent  for — aniua- 
.ber  oJP  times.  There  was  a  poney  which  Captain  Maaby 
used  to  ride ;  it  stood  in  the  stable  ready  for  himi  and 
which  Sicard  used  to  ride. 

The  servants  used  to  talk  and  laugh  about  Captauin 
Manby,  it  was  matter  of  discourse  amongst  them.  I  Uv^d 
there  when  Sir  Sidney  SnMth  came,  her  manner  with  hm 
appeared  very  familiar.  She  appeared  veiy  attentive,  to 
him  but  I  did  not  suspect  any  tiling  &rther.  Alt  th#  u^p- 
per  servants  had  keys  of  the  doors  to  the  Park  to  let  her 
Royal  Highness  in  and  ;out.  I  used  to  see  Sicard  receive 
letters  from  Mrs.  Sander  to  put  in  the  post  instead  of  the 
.^  bag.    This  was  after  Captain  Manby  was  gone  to  aea, 

3>i|PP^ted  this  to  be  for  Captain  Manby,  and  others  in 
4be  h«t«ise  suspected  the  same. 

(Signed)  R.  BID600D. 

*  ■ 

.thnorn  before  us  in  I)owiiing-street,  this  third  dajr  of 

(Signed)  ERSKINE,     .  . 

SPENCER,  ,',  - 

A  title  Copy,  .   .   GRENVILtEi .     .  .. 

/.  Becket.  ...  .  £{iI«ENBOilOU6I{; 
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(No.  26.) 


^>  Francis  MiUman^s  Deposition. 


I  ATTfif DSD  the  Princess  of  Wales  in  die  Sprii^and 
latter  end  of  the  year  1802 ;  i«  e.  in  Mardi,  and  toivards 
ihe  autumn.  Mr.  Mills  of  Oreenwich  attended  then  as 
her  Royal  Highness's  apothecary,  and  Mr.  Mills  and  his 
partner  Mr.  Edmeades  have  attended  since.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  other  medical  person  attended  at  that  time, 
eidier  as  apothecary  or  physician.  In  March  IS(M,  I- 
attended  her  for  a  sore  throat  and  fever.  In  1803,  in 
April,.  I  attended  Her  Royal  Highness  again,  with  Sir 
Walter  Farquhar.  I  don't  know  whether  she  was  blooded 
m  1802.  She  was  widi  difficulty  persuaded  to  be  blooded 
in  180S,  for  a  pain  in  her  chest,  saying  she  had  not  been 
^  blooded  before ;  that  they,  could  not  find  a  vein  in  her 
'am.  I  saw  no  mark  on  her  arm.  of  her  having  been 
blooded  before.  I  observed  her  Royal  Highness's  person 
at  the  end  of  that  year  1802.  Never  observed  then,  dr  at 
any  other  time,  any  thing  which  induced  me  to .  thbk  her 
Rgyal  Highness  was  in  a  pregnant  situation.  I  think  it 
is  impossible  she  should,  in  tliat  year,  have  been  delivered 
of  a  child  without  my. observii^  it.  She  during  that  year, 
and  at  dl.  times,  %as  in'the  habit  of  receiving  the  visits  of' 
the  Duke  of  Gjoucest^ .     . 


I  never  atteiided  Her  Royal  Highness. but  on 
naty  illnesses.  Her  Royal  Highness  has,  for  the  last  year 
and  half,  had  her  prescripbons  made  up  at  Walker  tmt 
Yevng's,  St.  Jamas*s«streftl«  . 

♦0 


4*. 

If  sIm  tiad  been  •  pregnant  woman  in  June  180t,  I 
gmM  not  have  helped  obsenring  it. 

FR.  MILLMAI^. 


Sworn  before  ns  in  Dowmng-street,  Jnlydiifd,  1806^ 
bf  tla  anidSir  FiMeia  MUIoMi. 

ERSKINE^ 
AtraeQq^,  SPENCER^ 

J.  Beeket.  GRENVliLE, 

ELLENBOROtldfi. 


(No.  n.y 

I  • 

Jie  tkpdAtiohof  Mrs.  Lislt. 

i  [l^knikn  Lishi)  Am  iii  die  Pritt^eik  ofWatesVllt^ 
mfly ;  hfive  JbeeA  M  eveir  kince  Her  Rbjraik  HigbMs^  iM^' 
likgir.  1  ival  fefot  at  SoiHithend  nHtfi  Ae  l^<itta  ^^m^ 
BtiickhiBatdi  wiftherib  l«(!|pe^  but  aiM  not  |i«i«N5fly  M|« 
tt  to  d^e  I  am  Ketei^  a  moatb  at^  tiiiia<ihnia  ^tttm/BM 
ih  Itteyau-)  witb  H«r  Royal  Highnaai;  in  April,  Augw^ 
arid  I>M«iiilyi^;  ^i««i  so  in  Aognrt,  1602«  I  didncTtob^ 
sarva  any  dterafion  »  Her  Royal  Higbnass't  shape  wfispk 
gire  me  any  idea  that  she  was  pregnant  1  had  no  reason 
to  know  or  believe  that  she  was  pregnant  During  my  at« 
tendance,  hardy  a  day  passes  widioiit  aqr  ^eems  her. 
She  cOttld  not  hkve  been  fiElr  advanced  in  pregoancgr  with- 
dut  my  hi^ng  it  I  was  at  East  Cliff  iHrifh  ker  Boyal 
Highness  in.Augttst,  180S.  I  saw  Captain  Mtmbyoaiy 
9nce  at  East  Qiff,  in  August^  1803,  to  the  best  of  mf 


agtin  at  Deal  Caalle*  /Qaj^tiiD  Mmhy  liuKtod  :dM»re  .ff^itti 
Miqe  boirs  tbe  Pcibccis  takes  oo  charity. .  I  aaw  Cap^piH 
Ma&by  at  Eaie^  CUfF  one  .inoraiag,  not  fAjrticiilar^  eal^. 
I  don't  knovof  aay  pre9eDta  wbicb.  the  Frif^eess.iimde  Cap» 
tain  Miuri>y«-«have  seen  .Captaiti  iMatibij  At  'Blaalibratb 
icme  Christmas.  He.iised.to  ooaiie  10  4iiie  ihe^CbristmM 
^befare  we  were^at  {lUin9g^te-r4t  was  the  Cbxi«tjiiaA«fbsr 
llln.  Aostib'a  child  caane.  fie  iikiays  wf  nt.a^ay  in  mj 
pieflence;  I  had  no  reasqnito  tUak  be  staid  .afterHre,  the 
'  ladiei^  retirfcd.  >He  illt>dged  on  th^  Heath  at  that  time-nl 
bdie^  >hiB  ship  was  .fitting  up  at  J^eptTord.  He  was 
rthere  frequenUy,  i  ibink  not  e^eiy  day'-^he  gQnie;ea% 
came  to  dinner-^three  or  four  tim«s  a,w^k>  pr  moi'^^ 
« suppose  be  niight.be  alone  with  bf9r>  but  the  Princens  is 
in  the  habit  of  seeing  gentlemen  and  trade$men  ^ithpitt 
'myibeingpreseot.--fI.have. seen  bUn  at  lun/cb^onianid  dtp^ 
ner  both.  The  boys  came  with  faim,  not  to  dionei?^  anjd 
jiot.ganerally;  not  above  two  or  three  times — ^two  bpys^ 
—'I  think  Sir  Sidney  rSmith  came  also  frequentl^jr  .the 
Christmas!  before  that^.ljp  the  best  of  my  reqoil<ecUq|i.  At 
dinner>  when  Captain  Manby  dined,  he.  always  satqcait 
her-Boyal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales.  The  qqh- 
iStantoompany  wese,  Mrs.  and  Miss  PitssgeraU  and  my* 
self;  we  all  retired  with  the  Princess,  and«sat  in  the  same 
room.  He  generally^ietired  about^eleven  o'clockf  be  sat 
withots  till  then.  This  occurred  three  or  four  times  «a 
week,  or  more.  >Her  Royal  Highness,  the  Lady  in  wait- 
ing, and  her  Page,  have  each  a  key  of  the  door  from  the 
Greenhouse  to  the:  Park.  Captain  Manby  and  ibe  iPrin- 
eess  used,  when  we  were  together^  to  be  speaking  together 
aepioately — conversing  separately,  hut  not  in.  a  room  alone 
together,  to  my  Jsnowledge.  He  was  a  person  with  wjiojtn 
1^  appeared  to  have  greater  .pleasure  in  talking  ^bante 
ber  Ladies.  She  behaved  to  him  only  as  any  woman 
would  who  likes  flirting.    I  should  not  have  thought  any 


rvismed  womao  wooldhave  behaved  property  who  thiNiM 
have  bebated  as  ber  Royal  Higboesf  did  to  Captain  Man- 
by.    I  can't  say  wbether  she  was  attached  to  Captnitt 
-Manby^  only  that  it  was  a  fiining  condoct.««-Never  saw 
any  gallantries^  as  kissing  her  hand^  or  the  like. 

I  was  with  her[Royal  Highness  at  Lady  SheffieldsV  last 
Ohristnias,  in  Sussex.  I  inquired  what  company  waitbeie 
when  I  came.  She  said  only  Mr  John  Ghesrer,  who  was 
there  by  Her  Roy al  higeness's  orders ;  that  she  conld  get 
no  other  copipany  to  meet  her,  on  account  of  the  roads 
and  season  of  the  year.  He  dined  and  slept  diere  flat 
flight.  The  next  day  other  company  came ;  Mr  Chester 
remained.  I  beard  her  Royal  Highness  say  she  bad-been 
lit  in  the  nighty  and  came  and  lighted  her  candle  in  her 
servaQt's  room.  I  returned  from  Sheffield  Place  to  Bladi* 
heath  with  the  Princess^ Captain  Moore  dined  th€ve-^I 
left  him  and  ihe  Princess  twice  alone,  for  a  short  tiine-^ 
he  might  be  alone  half  an  boor  with  ber — in  tbcTOom  be- 
low»  in  which  we  bad  been  sitting-^I  went  tok»ok  for  a 
book»  to  complete  a  set  her  Royal  Highness  was  lending 
Captain  Moore.  She  made  him  a  present  of  an  inkstand, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  He  was  there  one  mom- 
ing  in  January  last^  on  the  Princess  Charlotte's  birth-day  i 
he  went  away  before  the  rest  of  the  company :  I  might  be 
absent  about  twenty  minutes  the  second  time  I  was  away 
the  night  Captain  Moore  was  there.  At  Lady  Sheffield's, 
her  Royal  Highness  paid  more  attention  to  Mr.  Chester 
than  to  the  rest  of  the  company.  I  knew  of  her  Rc^al 
Highness  walking  out'alone  twice  wirh  Mr.  Chester*— in 
the  mofning— ^alone*— once  a  short  time  ;*^it  rained ;  the 
other,  not  an  4)our ;  not  long.  Mr.  Chester  is  a  pretty 
young  man.  Her  attentions  to  him  were  not  uncommon ; 
not  the  same  as  to  Captain  Manby.  I  ain  not  certain 
wbether  the  Princess  answered  any  letters  of  Lady  Doi^ 
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las.    I  was  at  Catberiogtoa  with  the  Princess.  Remeoiber 
Mr.  now  Lord  Hood,  there^  and  the  Princess  going  on i 
airing  with  him  alone  in  Mr.  Hood's  little  whiskey^  and 
bis  servant  was  with  them.    Mr.  Hood  drove^  and  staid 
out  two  or  three  hours  more  than  once.    Three  or  four 
times.    Mr.  Hood  dined  with  us  seteral  times.    Onde 
or  twice  he  slept  in  an  house  in  the  garden.    She  ap- 
peared to  pay  no  attention  to  him  but  that  of  common 
civility   to   an  intimate  acquaintance.     Remember  the 
Princess  sitting  to  Mr.  Lawrence  for  her  picture  at  Black- 
Heath,  and  in  London.    I  have  left  her  at  his  house 
in  town  with  him/but  I  think  Mrs.  Fitzgerand  veas  with, 
her ;  and  she  sat  alone  with  him,  I  think,  at  Blackheath. 
1  was  never  in   her  Royal  Highnesses  confidence,   but 
she  has  always  been  kind  and  good-natured  to  me.    She 
never  mentioned  Captain  Manby  particularly  to  me.    I 
remember  her  being  blooded  the  day  Lady  Sheffield's 
child  was  christened*    Not  several  times,  that  Ireeollect  * 
;  nor  any  other  time;  nor  believe  she  was  in  the  habit  of 
being  blooded  twice  a  year.    The  Princess  at  one  time 
V appeared  to  like  Lady  Douglas*    Sir  Johb  came  fre- 
guently.     Sir  Sidney  Smith  visited  about  the  same  time 
with  the  Douglases.    I  have  seen  Sir  Sidney  there  very 
late  in  the  evening,  but  not  alone  with'  the  Princess,    f 
have  no  reason  to  suspect  he  had  a  key  of  the  Park  gate. 
I  never  heard  of  any  body  being  found  wandering  about  at  ^ 
Slackheath.  I  have  heard  of  somebody  lieing  found  wan- 
..  dering  about  late  at  night  at  Mount  Edgcumbe,  when  the 
Princess  [was]  there,  I  heard  that  two  women  and  a  man 
were  seen  crossing  the  hall.  Tlie  Princess  saw  a  great  deal 
of  company  at  Mount  Edgcumbe.    Sir  Richard  Strachan 
Was  reported  to  have  spoken  freely  of  the  Princess;     ( 
did  not  hear  that  he  had  offered  a  rudeness  to  her  per- 
ifQO.    She  told  me  she  bad  beard  he  had  spoken  disrespect- 
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folly  of  her,  and  therefore  I  -believe  wrote  to  him  4>jr 
(Sttonael  -Hood. 

(Signed)  HESTER  USLE. 

Sworn  before  os,  ia  Downing-atreet,  this  third  daj 
of  July,  1806. 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE, 
ELLENBOROUGH. 
A  true  Copy, 
J.  Beeket. 


(No.  28.) 

Lower  Brook-Street,  July  5>  1806w 
My  Lobd^ 

Before  yoor  arrival  in  Downiog-street  la»t  >mig)itj  I  be- 
jpoke  the  indulgence  <if  the  Lofdsof  his  Maj^^f's  Cow- 
dl  for  inaccuracy  «8  to  elates,  respdotiog^aoy  aUendanQe 
at  Blackhealh,  before  >80S.  Having  only  notice  i  in  tine 
forenoon  of  an  examination,  I  <;puld  ni^t  prepare  oiysdf 
for  it  to  .aqy  p^iod  prevj^ousiolhat  year^and  I  now  baitiyi 
as  fast  as  the  examination  of  my  papers  iwili  {»eraiit,  to 
correct  an.  error  ip to  which  I  fell,  in  stating  to  ibeir  L^ril- 
ship9,  tliat  I  attended  her  Royal  Highness  jtbe  Princessof 
Wal^s  in  ihe  Spring  of  1802,  and  that  I  Om  met  bis 
Royal  Highness  the  Jate  Duke  of  Gloucester,  at  Blaok- 
heatb.  It  was  in  the  Spring  of  180l>  and  not  in  1802^ 
tbat,.9fter  attending  her^Royal  Higbness  the  Princess  of 
Wales  for  ten  or  tw^ve  days,!l<bad/tbe  bpnomr  of  seeing 
the  Duke  of  Glouoester  at  her  house. 

I  have  llie  fconour,«ftK?. 
A  true  Copy, 

JBecktL  FR.  MILMAN, 
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(No.  29.) 

£<ir/  Cholmondeley^  sworn  July  I6tky  1806\ 

I  HAVE  seen  the  Princess  of  Wales  write  frequently^ 
«nd  I  think  I  am  perfectly  acquainted  with  her  manner 
of  writing. 
.  A  letter  produced  to  his  Lordship  marked  (A.) 

This  letter  is  not  of  the  Princess's  hand-writing. 

A  paper  produced  to  his  Lordship,  marked  (B)  with  a 
kind  of  drawing  and  the  names  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  and 
Lady  Douglas. 

This  paper  appears  to  me  to  be  written  in  a  disguised 
band.    Some  of  the  letters  remarkably  resemble  the  Prin- 
cesses writing ;  but  because  of  the  disguise,  I  cannot  say^ 
whether  it  be  or  be  not  her  Royal  Highness's  writing. 

On  the  cover  being  shewm  to  his  Lordship  also  marked 
(B),  he  gave  the  same  answer. 

His  Lordship  was  also  shewn  the  cover  marked  (C),  to 
which  his  Lordship  answered,  I  do  not  see  th^  same  re- 
semblance to  the  Princess's  writing  in  this  paper. 

CHOLMONDEtEY. 
Sworn  before  us,  Jaly  l6tb,  1806. 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE. 
A  true  Cop;> 

J,  Becket. 
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APPENDIX  (BO 


Statement  of  Ladjf  Douglas, 


Xlis  I^jal  Hi^ness  the  Prince^  of  Wales  havingjuclged 
piofiec  to  order  me  to  deteil  to  him,  as   Heur  Appareoiti 
the  whole  circumstance  of  id;  ac^uaiDiance  with  Her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales^  from  the  d^y  I 
£rst  ^ok'e  with  her  to  the  ,prese»t  time^  I  felt  it  my.  dutj;^ 
as  a  subject,  to  comply;^  wrthout  hesiiation^  with  his  Boyal 
Higfaoess'scoiiim^nds;  and  I  did  so^  because  I  oooceived^ 
even  putting  aside  the  rights  of  an    Heir  Apparent,  hi^ 
Royal  Highness  was  jufitiiied  in  informmg  himseJf  «s  to 
the  pioiioQs  of  his  wife,  who,  from   all  the  information  be 
Bad  coUeoted,  seemed  so  likely  to  disturb  the  tranquillity 
<5f  the  country;  and  it  appeared   to  me  that,  in  so^doingi 
(hs  floyal   Highness   evinced  his  earnest  regard  for  the 
fipai  interest  of  the  country,  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
such  a  person  from,  perl^p^^  one  day,  plaein^r  a  spurious 
'  ll^eir  upon  the  En^ish  Throne,  and   which  his  Iktyal 
flig))Qess  has  indeed,  a  right  to  fea^  and  communicate 
XO'  the  Sovereigo,  ds  the   Princess  of  WaLea  told  me^ 
**  If  ^beiwere  discovered  in  bringing  ber  son  into  the  world 
*'  she  would  give  the  Piince  of  Wales  the  credit  of  it,,  for 
^'  that  she  had  slept  two  qights  in  the  year  srbe  wa^^  preg- 
*'  nant  in  Carltoti  House/* 
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At  an  EoglisbwoiDaii^  educated  io  the  higiiett  respect- 
All  attachment  to  the  Royal  Family;  at  the  daaghttr  «£iM 
English  Officer,  who  has  ail  his  life  reoeiTed  the  most  gra^ 
cious  marks  of  approbation  and  protection  finym  his  Maf-^ 
jesty,  and  from  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales : 
and  as  the  wife  of  an  Officer  whom  our  beloved  King  haa 
hononred  with  a  public  mark  of  his  approbation^  and  wli^ 
is  bound  to  the  Royal  Family  by  ties  of  respectful  regard 
and  attachment,  which  nothing  can  e?er  break,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  make  known  the  Princess  of  Wales's  senti- 
ments and  conduct,  now,  and  whensocYcr  I  may  be  cded 
■pon. 

For  the  information,  therefore,  of  his  Majesty  and  of 
the  Heir  Apparent,  and  by  the  desire  of  the  Heir  Ap^ 
parent,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  Sir  John  took  a  house 
upon  Blackh^ath  in  the  year  1801,  because  the  air  was 
better  for  him,  after  his  Egyptian  services,  than  London} 
and  it  was  somewhat  nearer  Chatham,  where  his  mili^ 
tary  duties  occasionally  called  him.    I  had  a  daughter 
born  upon  the  17th  of  February,  and  we  took  up  our  r«^ 
sidenoe  there  in  April,  living  very  happily  and  quietly;* 
but  in  the  month  ofNovember,  when  the  ground  waaco^ 
vered  with  snow',  as  I  was  sitting  in  my  parlour,' wWdi 
commanded  a  view  of  the  Heath,  I  saw,  to  my  surprise^, 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  elegantly  dressed  in  a  lilac  satin 
pelisse,  primrose<colonred  half  boots,  and  a  small  lilas 
satin  travelling  cap,  faced  with  sable,  and   a  Lady,  pacing 
up  and  down  before  the  house,  and  sometimes  stopping, 
as  if  desirous  of  opening  the  gate  in  the  iron  railiiqp^ 
to  come  in.    At  first  I  bad  no  conception  her  Royal  H]gh« 
ness  really  wished  to  come  in,  but  must  have  mistakeo: 
the  house  for  another  person^  for  I  had  never  been  made 
known  to  her,  and   I  did  not  know  that  she  knew  where 
I  lived.    I  stood  at  the  window  looking  at  lier,  and,  as  she 
looked  very  much,  from  respect  courtesied  (as  I  under* 
stood  was  customary) ;  to  my  asroniihment'  (she  retitnied 
Bij  courtesy  by  a  ftuniliar  nod,  and  stopped.    Old  Lady 
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Stuart|«  West  Indian  Jjady/ivbo  lived  in  my  iaunediatir 
netghboorhood^  and  who  was  in  the  habit  of  coining  in  to 
serine,  wa^in  the  room,  and  said,  '^You  sboqid  go  ouiy 
ber  Royal  Highness  wants  to  come  in  out  of  the  snow/' 
UppO  ttjHs  I  went  out,  and  she  came  immediately  to  me 
M<i  said,  ''  I  believe  jou  are  Lady  Douglas,  and  you 
Itove  n  yery  beautiful  child  ;  I  should  like  to  see  it/'  I 
9l)4«rered  that  I  was  Lady  Douglas,  Her  Royal  Higb^ 
Klj^SiS  then  said,  '^  I  should  like  of  all  things  to  see  youf 
IkU€$  child.''  I  answered,  that  I  was  very  sorry  I  couM 
not  have  the  honour  of  pres^ting  my  little  girl  to  her^,  as 
I  and  my  family  were  spending  the  cold  weather  in  town, 
and  I  was  only  come  to  pass  an  hour  or  two  upon  the 
B^ath.  I  held  open  the  gate,  and  the  Princess  of  Wales 
and  her  Lady,  Miss  Heyman  (I  believe)  walked  in  and 
sat  down,  and  stayed  above  a|i  hourj  laughing  very  much 
at^Lady  Stuart,  Who  being  a  singular  character,  talked 
ati  Itind  of  nonsense.  After  her  Royal  Highness  hacj 
amused  herself  as  long  as  she  pleased,  she  inquired  wher^ 
Sir  John  Douglas  and  Sir  Sidney  Smith  were,  and  went 
aw&yr  having  ishopk  hands  with  me,  and  expressed  hef 
Illeasare  at  having  found  me  out  and  made  herself  known* 
tx6t!icluded  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  acquainted  her 
Boyal  Highness  that  we  resided  upon  the  .Heathy  as  he 
was  just  arrived  in  England,  and  having  been  in  long  ha^ 
bits  of  friendship  with  Sir  John,  was  often  with  us,  and 
told  us  how  kind  be  should  think  it  if  we  could  let  him 
^meto  and  fro  without  ceremony,  and  lei  him  have  an. 
airyrbom  appropriated  to  himself,  as  he  was  always  ill 
in  town,  and  from  being  asthmatic,  suffered  extremely 
when  the  weather  was  foggy  in  town.  Sir  John  gave  him 
that  Ifiospitable  reception  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing  by 
di  his  old  friends,  (for  I  understand  they  have  been  known 
to  each  other  more  than  twenty  years,)  and  he  introdjiced 
Rkntor  me  as  a  person,  to  whom  he  wished  my  friendly 
i|tteation.  to  be  paid;  as  I  had  never  seen  Sir  Sidi^ 
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Sintith  in  my  life,  until  this  period,  when  h^  be<;#ii|e,  ^9  i^ 

were  a  p^rt  of  the  faipily.     When  I  ceturqed   to  town,    J 

told  Sir  John  DoimIi\s  the  circumstance  of  the  Princess 

having  visited  rne,  and  a  few  days  after  this^  W^   rev^y^tj 

a  note  from.  Mrs.  Lisle  (who  w^s  in  waitipg)  c^mgti^ap^i.^i; 

us  to  dine  at  Mpptagjue  House.  We  went,  ^n4  tt|ere  w^i^ 

several  persons  at  the  dinner^  |i  r^mepit>^r  t^r4  $tnd  1^4)1 

Dartmouth^  and  I  think  Mr.,anci  A^s.  Ari)u(hnp^$c,c.  ^fr^ 

'From  this  time  the  Princes^  ^n^de  ipse  fi;^Ment  visll^  ^I* 

ways  amended  by  her  Lacjies^  or  Mrs.   Saivier.t(hfir:m$i^. 

When  Sander  capne,  she  was  sent  bkfjk,  or  put  io  !inQ^b.ef 

room  ;  but  wiien  any  of  her  Ladies  were  w^h  l^r^  w^  ^U 

Ways  sat  together.     Her  Royal  I^ighness  was   iij^wer  s^t- 

tended  by  any  liv^y  |er yants,  but  she  nlway9  virilized  abp^l 

Blackheath  and  the  n^igl^bourhood  ^nly  with   \i^T  fefngte 

attendants.     In  a  short  time^  the  Primcess  heqam^  no  e$r 

travagantl^  foncj  of  me,  that,  however  blattering  itmi^ht 

be^  it  certaiujy  was  very  troi>bJesoine.     leaving  h^r  a^? 

teucjant^  helow,  she  would  push  past  my  serv^nt^  wd  ruiji 

up  stairs  into  my  bed-.^*tiam^r>  kiss  me^  f^k^  f^fi  W  hf^ 

arpfiSji  and  lell  me  I  was  beftufiful,   s^iying  she  h»d  Q^vi^r 

loved  any  wun^ao  so  much;  that  she  wo^l^  r^guJ^te  my 

dress,  for  she  delighted  in  setting  off  a  pretty  Yfimjm } 

«qd  such  high-flown  compliments  th^t  >vomeQ  f^rp  nj^sj^ 

used  to  pay  to  each  other.     1  used  to  bc^  her  Roya)  iJUglir, 

pess  not  to  feed  n^y  self-love,  a^  we  h^<il  all  ^npust^-.^jth^i 

wiibout  eii^ourM!n:ing  one  anpthpf.     ghe  ^piJd  );b^qi  af^i^ 

Tiie,aiid  enumei'Mt^  all  my  good  pojnts  JhiA^,  9^yiqgf  ^k% 

was  determined  to  teach  nie  to  s^t  ibe^n  00;     Sfi^  WQ|l]4 

explain},  Qh!  believe  ine,  ypu  are  ^v«te  b^iujjfi^l,  ^iSkf^tfl 

fjorp  almosi  apy  £nglisli  woman ;  yoM.r  ^fo^  atq  ^1^  b^ 

^•ond  ima^inaiion,  your  bust  i^  very  ^QP<1>  ^  y.^rrey#^^ 

Qb,l  nevrr  ssiw  such  eyes — all  oll^ef  wqii^^q   .w(}p  .b|»V% 

«]aTk  ey^'slook  fieiQe^  but  ypurs  (niylcj^at  JUdy  jfp«g|ajO 

'4xe  ppthing   but   softpe^s  auvj  ?jve^t.p^«§^  ^n<;l' yj^t,  q^jt^ 

dwkf    ^fl  ^'^'^  oianner  sh'fi  wei^t  pn  ji^rpc^jjally,  ^vflP  b?* 


fore  straiigew.  I .*eniewb«r  wbaj  {  W9^  one  wori^g ?at 
iier  house,  with  b^r,Bpy»J  iJighne*^  M^s:  H^owtft  Mtkd 
h^r  Ladies,  the  Duke  gf  KtfOit  (;nme  tq  take  Ipa^v^  Mbfe 
W3  Royal  Highuess  nvent  t.p  GihiaUar.  When  w^  were 
fitting  at,  ^ble  t,be  Priin^ess  iotioduced  ms,.  ,aii4  $md^ 
Your  Royal  High»e$8  must  lopk  Oil  li^r  eyes,;  but  r)ovv«be' 
has  disgui^  be*sdf  in;^*  largtj  ha^,  you  <?<MMiot  ^e^  ^v 
haadsome  she  is.  The  Pufoe  pf  Ketu  was  very  poiUe  Md ' 
oWigino;,  for  he  coptinued  tP  talk  with  M4JI.  Harc^iirt, 
an^  took  little  notice,  fftr  which  J  felt  mujQh  oWig^d^  hut 
she  persisted,  ^nd  .sj^UI— Take  gff  your  bftt,  1  dM  Jioido 
it,  and  ?he  took  it  off;;  but  hi9  Hoy^l  Kighf^s^,  I  s^ippoK, 
conceiving  it  qo\^U  ngt  be  very  pli^fts^ui  Hoff^^  Look  4itib 
notice, ^nd  talked  ofspwetbiag  eUc. 

Whenever  the  Priqqe^s  visited  m^,  either  Sir  J[ob«^or  i, 
returned  botoit  wllb  h^r  aad  her.  par^y  quit^  tp.  b<)r  doQr; 
wdif  he  were  put,  J  weqt  with  iwr  RoyjiJ  Highne^^,  mA 
t4?Pt«}y  Ipotumin;  fpr  wj^  Soon  sai^  thiU  Ix^r'Up^'wi  H^«* 
^f:,^  wntj  ^  v^ry  ^i^ular  and  a  very  judiwreet  iwpma»>  Md 
\y^  i;^pUed,  to  h^filwap  ver^  c«ure£ul  ^4  igm^rded  mik 
h^r^  ^|i()  \$rher\.»b9  visited  jus,  if  aojf   visits  wlmiMvw 
cjSLffi^  to  pur  hppse^  thi?y  were  put  i«to  *iH)liie«  r^fom^  ftmi 
tbgl'.V^QwW.nptaee  tbe.Prjuqess^prJkin  h^rsoi^ety,  unWiC: 
she  po^UiypIy  dewed  ii..    JjQw,erveir#  ber  RpjaI  HigboeM  . 
f^rgpjJbQr  big;b  atatip^x  (and  »h«  wa^aiway^^fpl^tMn^il);. 
w'.f  (,r^%i(^  pd  hope4  anil  ipel  satisfied*  ^0.  a^)y|f ^ ,  fpr  •  9q^ 
fneQ(  Jost  sjght  pi'  her  being  the  wife  pf  the  Heir* Appafi»(tt» 
...We,pa9s^^ur  tii}»^,as  }if».  ^yid  Uigiba«i8.«kios&  mhrni : 
tfgeiii^  ^4  the  .uiual  i»in^«en»Qi^t$  wtn^^pkyiog  Frsncb 
l^;^er^9i  ii^  vtihicl?  .the  Pr<M»p§s]f  %hy§fffi*i^Mtlbi^i^tf^^  aii|i' 
pi'^yM*  ^(^$i<?^l  Mngiq,  foi^eit^  at  aH  kiM$4  sameiiinia  ■ 
<W^iRgt;  ^4  >¥  tji^iji  uia^i|^*,^ii^hfir  lUe.Princ^  Md  Iser* 
L^(]iQ;^wi^  m^  ^('  WQ  at  MpnHglie  .Uqum#  w^  paiistd 
t>l»Mlw«-f-IVH^i  ^fW  speiicfcng'.tljftiiiPKning  withrwc, 
abfV^^ni^m^cj  wiboHJt  giiFJqg  me  aAyr  [ire»»itoa  oatkrei  te^  . 
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In  the  month  of  February^  before   Mks  Garth  wae  tmt 
come  into  waitii^  in  March   1802,  the  Princess,  in  one  of 
her  morning  visits^  after  she^  had  sent  Sander  home,  aaid^ 
My  dear  Lady  Douglas,  I  am  come  to  see  you  dnr 
morning  to  ask  a  great  favour  of  you,  which  I  hope  yoiii 
**  will  grant  me.''    I  told  her,  ''  I  wu  sure  she  could  ndt-^ 
'^  make  any  unworthy  request,  and  that  I  could  onl j  aay^ 
^  I  should  have  great  pleasure  in  doing  any  thing  to  oblige'' 
''her,  but  I  wu  really  at  a  loss  to  guess  how  I  possibly 
''  could  have  it  in  my  power  to  grant  her  a  favour.**    Her; 
Royal  Highness  replied,  ''  what  1  have  to  ask  is  for  you^ 
come  iind  spend  a  fortnight  with  me ;  you  shdl  not  be  ee*^ 
parated  from  Sir  John,  for  he  may  be  with  you  wfaeaever'' 
he  pleases,  and  bring  your  little  girl  and  maid.     I  meaA 
you  to  come  to  the  Round  Tower,  where  there  are  a  c<mi* 
plete  suite  of  rooms   for  a  lady  and  her  servant.     Whea'^ 
Mrs.  Lisle  was  in  waiting,  and  hurt  her  foot,  she  resided' 
there :    Miss  Heymau  always  was    there,  and  Lord  and  ' 
Lady    Laviiigton  have  slept    there*      When  I  have    any 
nMnried  'people  visiting  me,  it  is  belter  than  tlieir  being  iii 
the  house,  and  we  are  only  separated  by  a  small  gardeHi*^ 
I  dislike  Miss  Garth,  and  she  hates  to  be  with  me,- more 
than  what  her  duty  demands,  and  I  don't  wish  to  trouble 
any  of  my  ladies  out  of  their  turn.    I  shall  require  yon,- 
as  .lady  ia  waiting,  to  attend  me  in  my  walks;  and  when  r 
drive  out:  write  my  notes  and  letters  for  me,  and  be  in' 
the  ¥r9y  to  speak  to  any  one  who  may  come  on  business. 
I  seldom  appear  until  about  three  oVlock,  and  you  mvf 
ga.honie  before!  want  you  after  breakfast  everyday.**  >! 
replied,  that  being  a  married  wooian,  I  could  not  ApromiM^^ 
for  myself,  and,  as  Sir  John  was  much  out  of  health,  f. 
should  not  like  to  leave  him ;  but  he  was  alwiqrs  so  tind 
and  g9od-natured  to  me,  that  I  dared  venture  to  say  he 
would  allow  me  if  he  could;  and  l^hen  he caoM hotnel 
asked  (uQi  if  I  should  go.    Sir  John  agreed  to  the  Mn^ 
cess*a  desire,  and  1  took  the  waiting.    During  nqr  sti^  Iv 


3S 


attended  Her  Royal  Highmn  to  the  {day  and  die  opera,  I 
W»k  twice,  and  alio  to  dine  at  Loid  Dartmoath'a  awl  Mr. 
WiNdhaa'a.    At  Mr..  Windhun't,  in  the  evcdog,  while 
<mp  of  the  Jadiea  was  at  the  lurprichord,  the  Princett  com- 
plauied  of  bong  very  warm,  and  caUed  out  for  ak,  whieh,^ 
t^  «  *uMake  in  the  famguage,  the  always  calls  oU.    Mrs. 
•*2**^  '»"   perfectly    at  a  loss  to  comprdiend    her 
Jaww,  and  came  to  me  for  an  expfaumtion.    I  told  her 
L.  belwved  she  meant  ale.    Mrs.  Windham  said  she  had 
»«•  in  the  house;  was  it  any  particular  kind  she  lequir^d  ?, 
];ctQld  her  I  believed  not;  that  when  the  Princess  dioi«ht 
F^^:  to  visit  me,  she  alwajns  wanted  it,  and  £  gave  her 
^^  Ihad,  or  could  procwe  for  her  upon  Bhckheadu 
W*.  «ottld  not  atwi^s  suddenly  obtaio  what  was  wished. 
Mtt,  Windham  then  proposed  to  have  some  tent  for,  and 
^  ao;  it  WW  brought,  and  the  Princess  drank  it  all.— 
Wmq  at  Lord  Daitmouth's,  hb  Loidsbip  asked  ine  if  I 
^«^  U»  onlj  hdj  in  waitiiig,  being,  I  suppose,  surprised 
at  ffij  appearing  in  that  situation,  when,   to  his  know^ 
Ie(%^  I.bad  not  known  the  Princess  more   than   four 
nmA»»    I  answerea,  I  was  at   Montague  House,  acting 
a^laify  ill  waiting,  until  Miss  Gardi  was  well,  as  the  Prin- 
cast  told  me  she  was  ill    Lord   Dartmouth  looked  sur^ 
prised,  and  said  he  hadtiot  heard  of  Miss  Garth  being  ill,^ 
MKi  was  surprised,     f  was  struck  with  Lo«l  Dartmouth's 
seemiiv  doubt  of  Miss  Gardi's  illness,  and  after,  thought 
uponJt     From  the  dinner  we  went  at  an  early  hour .  to 
theiopera,  and  then  returned  to  Blackheath.    Durii^  dMi 
vi<t,  I  WIS  greatly  surprised  at  the  whole  style  of  the  BrtiH: 
cesS:  of  Wales 's  couTersation,  which  was  constaintly ;  vttf 
loctoe/  and  such  as  I  had  not  been  accustonled  to  hear^ 
audi  WBf  in  many  instances,  *1  have  not  been  able  to  repeal 
even  to  Sir  John,  and  such  as   made  me  hope  I  should 
ceiise  tc^'  know  her,'  before  my   daughter   might  be  old 
enei^  to  be'  ccH'i'upted  by  her.    I  confess'  I  went  home, 
hojiiog '  amd  b^ievfog  she  was  at  times  a  good  deal  <fisor- 
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iaimi  in  ber  Mnn^*  M»  she  aoMi*  ^ir4iiU' Itfira  ftav  «M  ^ 
sli^diik  Wbm  ah*]  OnM  l»  wap  with^  n^  ki  tbvT^HfN^ 
(whkh  the  ofleii  did)  sho  imM  wiiiw  m  t.  long  ft^^rtwl^, 
tt  ttlb  hnidyLinicbirf  tkd  ever  her  htedmidcr  fanrdirii^  M« 
a  pair  of  elippert^dcyinl  «t  the  heels* 

Mter  rapper  I  atlottded  her  to  the  homlB.  I  Uvmt  ker  « 
pei%o*  without  edocatiGii  or  telentty  indl  widHmt^  aiMf  4^^ 
aire  6f  idproeii^  iMndf.*  Amoogit  other  tUflp  leUieh 
iinyriiU  lae  while  tfaceb,  wM  a  plan  ahv  ^aM^me  tbt  iladi 
hi  hwi;  thut  Priece  WiUtaan  of  Ghmeestai  liledl'  me,  mA 
Ihtt  •!«  hnl  writtc*  to  htat,  to  tett  Ukiva  fidr  lfld»ir^»^  in 
henTvwer;  that  she  left  it  to  bir  oshi.  faeert  t#  fiMribtsm 
who  it  wet,  but  if  be  was^be  galiatie  Frinee  iMiidMllbl 
Um^  be  wbnld  %  aod'see.  I  Was  aMaaeri  at  sMi>«  c%ll(- 
#(«Riiioi^  aad  saicl^  ^mdd  G#d !  how  ediiU  yomt  Rayll 
Ht^ets  daeo  f  I  rea%  Hker  Sir  iohn  AetlBV  than  ^ 
Uodf,  and  ate  qisiie  satisfied  add  hapfift  I  liailed  ufaM 
3^aiin  ibr  liin^  and  neeer  trooU  many  di^  elhai  perSMW 
The  Priwcess  pidteuled  this,  and  said,  NoBaaaee,  boiI* 
eansfe;  aef  <lear  friemk  ta  octoseqiaende  of  ifae  PKnesrisSs 
neiey  Priaee  WiUiaoi  Mually  radi  iw^  aea*  laominf  la 
die  Tower^  but  hf  good  forttme  Sir  Sidaej  Saaith  had  pre« 
immlf^  ^atkd  end  been  afdmiltedi^  and  as  ¥te  werei  wialhing 
by  tha  hoaee,  Her  Ro^I  Highness  aatv  thd  Prfane  cmaM 
itog^.  waat  ieaoiediateiy  out  of  si|^,  and  vaar  and  taid  m 
Mwolttorrsajr  she  and  i  weee  gone  ftdlkiag,.  aadl  wa  iaa^ 
medbtefyl  walked  away  to  Gharitoifi  bilriBg.  ftst,  unfmv 
«silferi^.  ««ta  PfiaeiB>  Wyiiam  ride  back  egaia>i  (/ai  muoM 
naiiteiy'WeU  pleasec^  laid  possibly  beKeviag  t  faadk^ai  head 
lYslas  riibealetts  advei^iirfe*.)  It  seeoM^  he  wee  ebgtif ;  So€ 
edan^tifttr  Hb  Royal  Highness,  the*  kite  Dabs>of  <eloaee»* 
tie^eamai  aad  desired  to-  see  the  Priaeesi^  and  toU  fta^ 
dMttcbis  80»  WiUiant  had  repitesenftid  to  him  -hovt  vetgi 
Ate  she  ptonitted  Sin  Sidn^  SiaMb  to  be,  and'  how^xMt-^ 
teaatlif  far'  wae  ▼isiling.ai  Monta^ae^ Houses  that  it  lieeled 
wMstheiailf  lnv  keep  her  aofuaiotanoe'  at  a^  proper  distaaeei» 
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'  andas'Sir  Sidnejr  wdsalively,  thpdghtlejs^  mspj  and/had 
not  been  accustbmBd  tp  the  sooietj  of  ladies  of  her  radk, 
'be  might  forget  himseiry  atid  she  ivaiild  ihen  have  hen^ 
'to  blame — that  bs  'a  hiOaer,  and:  an  seameit  friend^  lie 
camei  to  'her>  very  ^rry  indeed  *  to  itroiible  )ier^  ItiH  ^ne 
vOoajufed  anid  ibeg^d<bef  to/recolleet  ^It&w  ivery  ^peeidlir 
'bervsil»»tion  was,  laiidchow  doebljr  faquisite  iit  was  ^fhe 
..ibooid/ bciaaibr^  q^utioaa  i  tbiNiuOtbMr  jpeiq>I<B.    To .eii4  i^ii* 

-•ikciwe  (tis  $be  lenlled  /it)  ^i^be  irMg  ^tbis  b^  .Mid  idoiiiwd 
. Mr<*  cGcAe  tio  ,fr tcjjvwf .,  I  jw^  Jfttp  the4i?wiRgr«)CM># 
^ff^f^  ,the  fi^k^  ^  H^  Jlo^dltHjgbn^^w^ife  jfBi^tiqg, 

.^^p^(sb|B;intxQdjuc€{d;fpe,a«  ,^n  ,^,  foepfl  .<rf  T\nnqt,lSfAU 

.^ii^'^.  HU  .Royal  .pjghpe^s  flfpt .  up,  i|(^  Joulf^t  j^e 
.5[fr^|iW^!plf,»nd  ihep  Mi4,/^T^  bv  .been  tal|r. 

,-^H8  ^S'^eat  deal  about  yon,,  and  t^Ils  me  ypu  have  moiir 
one  of^be  most  del^btfnl  <;^hildr^n  in  the.world^  ^nd  in- 
deed it  might  >i^ell  be.  so^  when  the  mother  was,80,t)ana- 
some  an$]  gobd-natured-Iookiag/\  By  this  'time!  ^as  so 
used  to  these  fine  speeches^  either  from  the  -  PHncess,  cor 
from  iber  tfaroix^h  others,  that  i  was  ready  to  kugh,  and 
.1  only  silid,  **'  We^id  'not  talk  ab9i}t/mQ^h-  beauty,  but 
my  Iki^e'gM  was  in  good  health,  and^Her  Aoyd  ^Higb- 
n^s  iw«s  very  <oUiging/^~   As  soon  as  iHisiSloyal  iHigbness 
jnas  gone,  ^eJSrineess,  sen tiagain  for  tme,  v.tokl.lnctievjsrj 
;wo«d  >lie.had  eS»id, . and jss^vd;  ^^^SI.e  isn  gmdjoi^vbifiid 

^.ftliftr^orje  l.tjqok  it  as  it(Wfts.|inewtM;.b|Ut,jf^riftpjBW^ 
,hfid  veWMred  ,|o  tajk  to  ,m.e  .biwself,  J  .woiild^c^ertftiftly 

^b^ve^bo^^  his,jfipi   j|io«^yer^,astbe  is  ^o  i|,(juipii;iYe, 

\^nd  watpbes  me,,  I  i^illfih^^it  hjra,  ..and  thrpw  tlie  dust  in 

, his, eyes*,  and  paakehim  believe  Sir  Sidney^  pomes  here.-to 

.^.e,you,  %ad  that  yofi   and,  be.ar/e  the  greatest  possible 

friends.     I  delight  of  all  things  in  cheating. those  clever 

.    people.''     Her  speech  ,and   intentions  made  me  serious, 

■   and  my  mind  was  forcibly  Strudk  With  the  greai  datjger 
there  would  follow  to  myself,  if  she  were  this  *kind  <rfper- 
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tea.  I  begged  her  not  to  thiok  of  doing  such  a  tlung, 
saying,  Yaur  Royal  Highness  knows  it  is  not  so,  and 
although  I  would  do  much  to  oblige  you,  yet  when  my 
own  character  i^  at  stake,  I  must  stop.  Good  Gpd, 
Ma'am,  His  Royal  Highness  would  natnially  repeat  it^ 
and  what  shoaM  1  do  ?  Repatalion  will  not  bear  being 
aponed  with.    The  Princess  took  ne  by  the  handiand 

«  said.  Certainly  my  dear  Lady  Dooglas,  I  know  very  weH 
it  is  not  so,  and  theiefere  it  does  not  signify.    I  am  mue 

« 4t  is  not  so,  thai  I  am  sure  of.'  I  have  much  too  good  an 
opinion  of  you,  and .  too  good  an  opinion  of  Sir  Sidney 

'  Smith.  It  wbidd  1>e  very  bad  in  him,  after  Sir  John^s 
hospitality  to  him.  I  know  him  incapable  of  such  a 
thing,  for  I  have  known  him  a  long  time;  but  still  I  won- 
der too  in  the  same  house  it  does  not  happen.  By  thb 
time  I  was  rather  vexed,  and  said,  Your  Royal  Highness 
and  I  think  quite  differently — Sir  Sidney  Smith  comes  and 
goes  as  he  pleases  to  his  room  in  our  house.  I  really  aee 
Utile  of  him.  He  seems  a  very  good-humoared,  pleasant 
laan,  and .  I  always  think  one  may  be  upon  very  fri^cyy 

.  terms  iwith  .men  who  are  friends  of  one's  husbands,  with- 
out being  their*  humble  servauts.  The  Princess  argoed 
upon  this  for  an  hour,  said,  this  is  Miss  Garth's  argti- 
tnent,  but  she  was  mistaken,,  and  it  was  ridiculous.  If 
ever  a  woman  was  upon  friendly  terms  with  any  man, 
they  were  sure  to  become  lovers.  I  said,  I  sbdil  continne 
to  think  as  Miss  Garth  did,  and  that  it  depended  very 

'  much  upon  the  lady.  Upon  the  29th  of  March,  I  Ifeft 
Montague  House,  and  the  Princess  commanded  me  to 
be  seat  up  to  her  bed-chamber.  I  went  and  found  her  in 
bed,  and  I  took  Mrs.  Vansittart's  note  in  my  hand,  an- 
nouncing the  news  of  Peace.  She  desired  me  to  sit  down 
dose  to  the  bed,  and  then,  taking  my  hand,  she  said, 
**  Yon  see,  my  dear  friend,  I  have  the  most  complaisant 
^  husband  in  the  world— I  have  »&  on^  to  contronl  «e — 
I  see  wham  1  fike,  I  go  where  I  like,  I  spend  what  I 
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*'  please,  aod  His  Royal  Highness  pays  for  aUr-Other 
•'  English   husbands  plague   their  wives,'  but  he  never 
*'  plagues  me  at  ally  which  is  certainly  being  very  poKie 
^  and  complaisant,  and  I  am  better  off  than  my  sister, 
'*  who  was  heartily  beat  every  day.    How  much  happier 
*»  am  I  than  the  Duchess  of  York.    She  and  the  Duke 
?♦  hate  each  other,  and  yet  they  will  be  two  hypocritei» 
•^  and  live  together— that  I  would  never  do.— Now  111 
*'  shew  you  a  letter  wherein  the  Prince  of  Wales  givea 
-'*  me  full  leave  to  follow  my  own  plans.**    She  then  put 
the  letter  into  my  hands,  the  particulars  of  which  I  have 
nentioned.    When  J  had  €nished^  I  appeared  affected, 
and  she  said,  ''  You  seem  to  think  that  a  fine  thing;  new 
''  I  see  nothing  in  it ;  but  I  dare  to  say  that  when  my  be* 
**  loved  had  finished  it,  he  fancied  it  one  of  the  finest 
*^  pi^c^   of  penmanship  in  ,the  world.    I  should  have 
^' been   the  man,  and  he   the  wo  man »      I  am   a  real 
''  Brunswick,  and  do  not  know  what  the  sensation  Fear 
''  is ;  but  as  to  him,  be  Uves  in  eternal  warm  water>  and 
'^  delights  in  it,  if  he  can  but  have  his  slippers  under, 
''  any  old  Dowager's  table,  and  sit  there  scribbling  notes ;.. 
'  ^  that's  his  whole  derigbt^*^    She  then  told  me  every  cir- 
cumstance relative  to  her  marriage,  and  that  she  would 
'•  be  separated,  and  that  the  had  invited  the  Chancellor 
very  often  lately,  to  try  and  accomplish  it,  but  they  were 
stupid,  and  told  her  it  could  not  he  done.    It  appeared 
to  me  that,  at  this  time.  Her  Royal  Highness  s  mind  waa* 
bent  upon  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose;  and  it. 
.  would    be  found,  I  think,   from   dord   Eldoa  and  the, 
others,  that  she  pressed  this  subject  close  upon. them, 
whenever  they  were  at  Montague  House  ;^..  for  she  .told 
me  more  than  once  she  had.*    Her  Royal  Highness,, 
before  she  put  the  letter  by,  said,  ''  I  always  keep  this,. 
**  for  it  is  ever  necessary,  I  will  go  into  the  House  (^ 


i  ^  -Ue  Chaacdlor  may  nam,  perfaapi^  be  alite  to  gnnt  her  lequett 
.  H^B^Tk^fM9tgtc€mt9bieAh('  tkU  Nate  m,  i»  ikt  mnUmUctM. €§gf 
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"  Loids  with  it  myself.    The  Prijfice  of  Wales  desires 
''in   that  letter,  to.  choose  my  own   plan  of  life,   aiicL 
''amuse  myself  as  I  like,  and  also  when  I  lived  in  Carl-- 
"  ton  House,  he  often  asked  me  why   I  did  not  select 
"'some  particular  i^ntleman  for  my  friend,  and  was  sur- 
"  pribed  I  did'  not.'^-^-She  then  added,  "  I  sim  not  treated 
''  at  all  as  a  Princess  of  Wales  ought  to  be.    ^s  to  the 
"friendshrp  of    the    Duke    of    Gloucester's .  Family,    I 
"[understand   that  Prinoe  William  would  like  to  marry 
"either  my.  dai^hter^   or   me,'  if   l^    could.      I  now 
'^therefore   am  desirous   of  forming  a  society  of    my 
""own  diQosmg,  and  I  beg  you   always- to  remember, 
"^all  your  life,  that  F  shall  always  be  happy  to  see  j'ou. 
"T  think  Ji'ou  very,  discreet,  and  the  best  woman  in  the 
"world',  and   I  beg  you  to  consider  the  Tower  always. 
'^as  your  own;. -there  are  offices,  and  }'ou  might  almost, 
"'live  there^  and  if  Sir  John  is  ever  called  away,,  do  not 
'^  go  home  to  your  family;  it  is  not  pleasant  after  people 
"*bave  children,  therefore,  always  come   to   my  Tower, 
'^l! hope  to  see  you  there  very  soon  again*    ^The  Prince., 
"*has  offered'  me  sixty   thousand  if  III  gp  and  Hve  at. 
"* fliario^er,  but  1  never  will;,  tliis  ia  the  only  country  m. 
"the  world*  to  live  in.*^    She  then,  kissed  m%  and  I  took: 
tnyfeave.. 

Wliile  t  had*  Ueen  in  the  round  Tower  in  Montague 
Rouse'j  vi^hich  only  consists  of  two  fooms  and  a  closet  on 
i£boit^  fhkd  always  my  maid  and  child  slept  within  my 
rb'otn,  arid  Sir  Johtt  Was  generally  with  me.  He  and  all 
lity  iVfeifd!!  Havibg^  fh?e  permission  to  visit.  Mj*.  Cole 
(ifii  fkgef  dlept  oV^rmy  rooih,  and  a  watchman  west 
Tttunrf  tfite  Tower  alf  night — Upon  my  return  home,  the 
t^xAe  a^^retit  friendship  contihued,  and  in  one  of  Her 
Roy^'BRghti't^fisV evening  visits  she  told  me,  she  was  come 
td  have  a  long  conversation  With  me,  that  she  had  been^ 
ib*  a  great  agitation,  Und  I  must  guess  what  had  happened 
to  her.  I  guessed  a. great  many  thM)8^but8bet.«aMl)No, 
to  thj^m  all^  and, tbciD  aaid  t  gny»  to. upf^  ibr^  h bml'iioi idia 
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irhat.  she  could  meafty  and   titerefore  miglu  guass  iuy^» 
whole  life  without  success.    **  Well then^I  must  tell  Jod|/'^ 
said  Her  Royal  Higbfless,,  ^^  but  I<ana  &arej;oa  knawiall 
'^  the  while.     I.  tboug|ht  you  had.  completely  found,  me 
*^  out>  and  therefore  I  caa^e  to^yoa>  fbr  you  looked  droll 
*^  when  r  called  for  ale  and  fried  onions  and  potatoes, 
''  Bnd  when  [  said  I  eat  tongue  and  ohickena  at  my  breaks, 
''fasts;  that  I  would  sure  as  oiy- life  you  suspected  me*; 
'' tell  me  honestly  did  you.  not?"    L  affected  not. to  unv 
derstand  the  Princess  at  all,  and  did  not  really  compre- 
hend her.     She   then   said,  ''Well,  I'll  tell;    I  am  with* 
'^  child,  and  the  child  came  to  life  when  Lwas  breakfaaif . 
ing  with  Lady  Wilioughby.    The  milk  flowed  upi  into* 
ms  breast  so   fast,  that  it  came,  through  my  muslia 
gown,  and   I  was  obliged  to  pretend  that  I  had  spilt, 
Something,  and   go  up-stairs:  to  wipe  my  gowa  with 
a  napkin,  and   got*  up-stairs  into  Lady  Willougbby-a 
'-' room,  and  did  very  well,  but  it  was  an  unlucky  adyenr 
**  ture.**    1  was  indeed  most  sincerely  concerned  for  her,' 
conceiYing  it  impossible  but  she  must  be  ruined,  and  i, 
expressed  my  sorrow  in  the.  strongest  terms,  saying,, what, 
would  she  do  ?    she  could   never  carry   such  an   affair 
,  through,  and  I  then  said,  1  hoped  she  was  mistaken.     She 
said  No,  she  was  sure  of  it,  and  these  sort  of  things  only 
required  a  good  courage,  that  she  should,  manage  very 
well ;  but  though  she  told  me  she  would  not  employ  me 
in  the  business,  for  I  was  like  all  the  English  women,  so 
nery  nervous,  and  she  had  observed   me  sa  frightened  a 
few  days  past,  when  a  horse  galk^ped  near  me,  that  she 
would  not  let  me  have  any  thing  to  do  for  the  world* 
The  Princess  added,  **  You  will  be  surprised  to  see  how 
'  ^^  well  I  manage  it,  and  I' am  determined  to  suekle  the 
''child  myself."    I  expressed  my  great  apprehensionsy 
and  asked  her  what  she  would  do  if  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
seized  her  person,  when  she  was  a  wet-nurse  ?  She  said 
she  would  n^ver  suffer  any  one  to  touch  her  person.    She. 
laughed  at  my  fears,  and  added,  "  You  know  nothings 


^  abottt  these  thiogs  ;  if  you  bad  rtttA  Lei  Avanturesf 
'*  du  Chevalier  de  Grammont,  you  would  know  better 
**  wbat  famouf  tricks  Princesses  and  tbeir  Ladies  played 
'*  then,  and  you  sball  and  must  reiad  the  story  of  Catbe- 
**  rine  Parr  and  a  Lady  Douglas  of  those  times ;  have 
^  you  neter  heard  of  it?"  She  then  related  it^  but  as  I  ne- 
ver had  heard  of  it^  I  looked  upon  it  as  her  own  invention 
to  reconcile  my  mind  to  these  kind  of  things.  After  this  we 
often  met,  and  the  Princess  often  alluded  to  her  situation 
and  to  mine^  and  one  day«as  we  were  sitting  togetlier  upon 
the  sofa,  sh^  put  her  hand  upon  her  stomach,  and  said^ 
laughing;  ''Well,  here  we  sit  like  Mary  and  Elizabeth, 
"  in  the  Bible."  When  she  was  bled,  she  used  to  press 
me  always  to  be,  and  used  to  be  quite  angry  that  I  would 
not/  and  whatever  she  thought  good  for  herself,  always 
recommended  to  me.  Her  Royal  Highness  now  took 
every  occasion  to  estrange  me  from  Sir  John,  by  laughing 
at  him,  and  wondering  how  I  could  be  content  with  him; 
urged  me  constantly  to  keep  my  own  room,  and  not  to 
continue  to  sleep  with  him,  and  said,  If  1  had  any  more 
children,  she  would  have  nothing  more  to  say  to  me. 
Her  design  was  evident,  and  easily  seen  through,  and 
consequently  averted.  She  naturally  wished  to  keep  Us 
apart,  lest  in  a  moment  of  confidence,  I  should  repeiit 
what  she  had  divulged,  and  if  she  estranged  me  from,  my 
husband,  she  kept  me  to  herself.  I  took  especial  care 
therefore,  that  my  regard  for  him  should  not  be  under- 
mined. I  never  told  him  her  situation,  and  contrary  to 
her  wishes.  Sir  John  and  I  remained  upon  the  same  happy 
terms  we  always  had.  '  "  - 

It  will  scarcely  be  credited,  (nevertheless  it  is  strictly 
true,  and  those  who  were  present  must  avow  it,  or  per- 
jure themselves)  what  liberty  the  Princess  gave  both  to 
her  thoughts  and  her  t6ngue,^  in  respect  to  every  part  of 
the  Royal  Family.  It  was  disgusting  to  us,  beyond,  the 
power  of  language  to  describe,  and  upon  such  occasions 
ire  always  believed  and  hoped  she  could  not  be  awara  ^ 
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vhat  ffae  was  talkiog  aboqt^  otberwiie  common  family 
•SiBctioD^  coalmen  sepse^  and  common  policy,  u^ould 
baye  kept  i^r  ailent.  Sbe  said  before  ihe  two  Fitzgeralds, 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  aod  ourselves,  that  when  Mr.  Adding- 
ton  bad  his  bouse  given  himi  His  Majesty  did  not  know 
what  be  w^  about,  and  waved  her  hand  round  and  round 
ber  head,  laiigbing,  and  saying,  '^  Certain  ly  lie  did  not ; 
*^  but  the  Queen  got  twenty  thousand,  so  that  was  all 
'^  very  well/'  We  were  all  at  a  loss,  and  no.  one  said 
any  tbiQg. .  This  was  at  my  house  ooe  inorniug ;  the  rest 
•fihe  morning  passed  in  abi^sing  Mr.Addington  (now 
Lord  Sidmoutb,)  and  her  critiques  upon  him  closed  by 
^yingy  ''  1(  was  not  much  wonder  a  Peace  was  not  last- 
'^  iDg,  when  it  was  made  by  the  son  of  a  quack  doctor/' 
Before  Miss  Hamond,  one  evening  at  my  bouse,  she.  said, 
Prince  Willi^in  is  going  to  Russia*  and  there  is  to  be 
a  graiid  iillianoe  with  a  Russian  Princess,  but  it  is  not 
''  vejry  likely  .a  Russian  Princess  will  many  the  grandson 
'' of  a  wasberwoman.^'  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who  was  pre- 
tent,  begged,  her  pardon,  asserted  it  was  not  90,  and 
wished  to  stop:  her,  but  sbe  contradicted  him,  and  en- 
tered into  all  she  knew  of  the  private  history  of  the  Du- 
ebess's  mother,  saying,  ''  she  was  litemlly  a  common 
''  washerwoman,  and  the  Duchess  need  not  to  take  so 
y  much  pains  and  not  expose  ber  skin  to  the  open  air, 
'f  when  ber  mother  had  been  in  it  all  day  long."  When 
,she  waa  gone.  Sir  John .  was  very  much  disgusted,  ^nd 
j^id,ber.  conversation '  had  been  so  low  and  ill-judged, 
and  so  much  below  her,  that  he  was  perfecdy  ashamed  of 
.ber»  and  she;  disgraced  her  station.  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
agceed,  and  contessed  he  was  astonished,  for  it  must  be 
jconfessed  she  was  not  deserving  of  ber  station.  After  the 
Duke  of  Kent  had  been  so  kind  as  to  come  and  take  leavp 
x>f.  her,  before  he  last  left  England,  upon  the  day  I  men* 
tinned, ^be. delivered,  ber  critique  upon  His  Royal  High* 
nc^y  saying,  **  He  bad  the  .manners  of  m  Prince,  but  was 
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*^n  dmgreeable^fliftiiy^and  uotio  be  triisteti,  and  thut 

*'  M ajeity  'bad  toiM  bim,   '  Now^  Sir,  #b6n  y6u  go  *^« 

<<!Gti>fsahar,  ^o  not  iMke  seoh  a  trade  of  k  as  joa  -did 

'^  when  you  >weDt  to  HaKfaif'    t^b^  .fVineess  repealed, 

^MJpon  my  honour  if  is^  true;  the  King  saHl,  'Do  nbt 

^'-iDatce  suob  a'iradO'Of  it.'    ^e  ^wedt  on  to  say,  ''the 

^'  Prince  at ffiwt  'or^red4hein  aH'to  keep  away>  bot  tfaey 

''  came  now«8oaielimes,  -hofrefer  ihey  were  'no  loss,   for 

^' -there  is  not  a  man  among  ihem  tlll'wtiom  -any  one  can 

'^  make- their  frititd/'    As  I  was  with  the  Princess  one 

morning  in  tier  garden  bouse/ His  Koyal 'i)i|,hoess 'ttie 

/Duke  of  1  Guu^be^land  ^wailed .  upon '  her.    As  •  soon  as  be 

was  gone'ishe 'Sard,  ^<  He^was  a  feoli#h  ^boy,  aftid  bad  be^ 

'^  a#bing  ber  a  ihonsand  foolish  tfuestionsfiT   'She  'then 

fokl^me  every  word  df^bis  sedvtsy  whidb  be  had  been  t^ii^ 

4ng'her,  in  particular,  a  ieog^stoqr  6f  'Miss^Keppl^I,  and 

thut   lie  said,  the  'old  wotnad  left  them  'togetther, 'and 

^wanted  to  'take  bim  in,  'and  therefore  he^lmdeBt  tbe  coo- 

nection.    'She  said^  ^e  'lU^ed  -his  eouwtenanee  'best,  but 

^he  cou]d  traqe  a  little- family  likeneas 'to  heniif ;  biit>fer 

all  the  rest  t boy  were  very  III  made,  and  ibad  pluml^pwd- 

ding  ibces,  wbioh  sbe^cotild  not>bear.    ^s  Royal  ifii^ 

ness  tbe  i)u|teof  Cambridge  wasdteoct'ridrcdied.    6be^said 

'^  be  lookcfd  exaciiy  -like  ja  segeant,  ^nd^^  vulgar  ^hh 

**  his  lears  full  of  > powder.".   This  was  (her  iRoyai  (High- 

ness's  usual  and  &vori4ie>nvode'Of  anKfsiiigibeMelf«nd  ber 

^cpaipaoy.     Tbe  iConverMition   was^  always  aiiaot  m«n, 

'pit:ai«U^  t4ie  English  men,  reviling  atllfiagiiah  women,  «at 

being  >tbe  pgliest  preatures  in  tbe  we^ld,  4iid«tbe  wont, 

'and'  atl  ways  ^engaged  in  aonie<p  reject  :br  anotber,'a8-»tfae 

impofeeof  the'm>omeftt» might  f»rompt,  (Wf tlioat  («gaid  to 

^consequences   or '^ppeararace^.     ^Whether  «be   amnmd 

/other  people  in  ithe  sltme^wny,  <1  ikiiow«iK>t|i4Mittthe.^ase 

ito  relate  to  4iie  ^ev^ry  private  icircuaialawiejsbe>ki|tw  rekt- 

*)ti9!e  to  <^fery  part'of  «the  )Royal  iFamily,  and  aboiev^ry 

>«biiig'rdative  to  <ber>own,  -Hvith  such  etrang^  taoecdoles, 


iind  circqmjitantial acQOunts of thiogt that neterare talfted! 

of,  that  [  again  repeat,  I  hope  I  shall  aever  hear  again ; 

aiid  I  ceinember  once  in  my  lyiag-in-Foom,  she  gave  sucb 

an  account  of  Lady  Anne  Wyndbani's  marriage,  and  all 

her  husband  said  on  the  oecasion,  that  Mrs.  Fitzgerald 

teat  her  daughter  out  of  the  room,  while  Oer  Royal  Higb«« 

ness  finished  her  story.     Such,  was  the  peT80i»  wefonnit 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  as .  vre 

continued  to  see  her  charact^er  and  £sulis.  Sir  John  and 

.myself  more  and  more,  daily  and  bourly,  regretlied  that 

^ibe  world  could  apt  see  her  as  we  did,  and  that  Hia 

.Jloyal  Highness  the  Prinoe  of  Wales  should  have  tost  aay 

popularity,  when,  from  her  own  account  (the  only  ac^ 

>couot  we  ever  bad^  she  was  the  aggressor  from  the  begin* 

liing,.  herself  <i/oiir,  and  I,  as  an  humble  individual,  de* 

c}arer  that  from  the  most  heartfelt  and  unfeigned  convie« 

jtipn,  that  I  believe,  if  any  other  married  woman  bad  acted 

3S  IJer  Royal  Highness  had  done,  I  never  yet  have  bimwii 

.  a  oiaQ  who  cou^ld  have  endured  it ;  and  her  temper  is  so 

,  tyrannical,  capricious,  and.  furious,  that  no  man  oa  earth 

frill  evfr. bear, it;  and,  in  private  life^,  any  woman  who 

bftd  thus  played  and  sported  with  her  husband's  comfort 
.  aod  her  husband's  popularity,  would  have  been  turneil 
;  iottt  of  her  house,  or.  left  by  herself  in  it,  and  would  de« 

servedly  have  forfeited  her  place  in  society.     I  therefore 
j^iQ  beg  leave  to  repeat,  from  the  oonvictioo  of  my  owa^ 

unbiassed  understanding,  and  the  eonvictk>»  of  my  own 

.eye*,  up  humaiift  being  could  live  with  her,  excepting  her 

^rvants  for  their  wages;,  and  any  poor  unfortunate  woman^ 

. .like  tb^.Fitzgeralds,  for  their  dinner ;  and  (  trust  and  jhopa 

b^rxeal  character  will  sometime  or  anoiher  be  displayeid^ 
,  theiUL  the  people  of  this  country  may  not  be  iodposed  upon* 

The   Prince^is  was  now  (sometimes   kind  and  ac  others 

ehurlisb,  especially  if  1  would  not  fall  into  her  plans  of 

jridifiuling  Sir  J^ohu.    About  this  time,,  one  dajrat  tabla 


^kb  her^  «h6  bcigan  abusing  Lady  RanofboYd  (whom  sBfe 

-had  invited  to  see  her  a  few  days  before,  to  give  her  letters 
of  recommefidaiion  if  she  went  to  Brnnswtck),  and  as  tbe 
abiise  w-as  in  the  usual  violent  vulgar  styte,  and  I  had  never 
seen  Lady  Ruinbold  but  that  one  morning  when  die  was 
Her  Royal  Highness's  guest,  and  cared  nothing  abcnft 
her,  1  did  not  join  in  reviling  her  and  Miss  Rumbohl. 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  present,  and  as  there  appeared  a 
great  friendshrp   between  the   Rumbolds  and    btno,    I 

'4)ougbt  it  not  civil  to  tiim  to  say  any  thing,  and  one  al- 
ways conceives,  in  being  quite  silent,  one  must  be  mfe 

'Arom  offending  any  party.  1  was,  ^however,  mistaken  ; 
for,  observing  me  silent,  she  looked  ^at  me  in  a  dreadAil 
passion,  and  said,  ^  Why  don*t  yon  speak.  Lady  Dougtaa^ 
1  know  you  thi^k  her  ug)y  as  well  as  as— a  vulgar  common 
niliiner  ;  Lord  Heavens  i  that  she  was ;  and  ber  daughter 

-  looks  just  like  a  g4rl  that  walk  up  the  street/'    I  suppose 

.abe  expected,  by  this  thundering  appeal,  to  force  me  to 

join  in  the  abuse  ;  -but  it  had  a  contrary  eflEect  upon  me. 

I  chose  to  judgeeiitireiy  for  myself,  and  I  was  determinsed 

I  would  Dot^  therefore,  w4pen  she  4iad  ra^ed  umil  ^e 

'  could  go  on  no  longer,  i  said  (  did  not  th4nk  ber  ugly ; 

'  it  wi«s  a  harsh  term. — i  thought  <ber  manner  very  bad,  and 
ihat  she  was  very  til  dressed  :  but,  wben^oung,  I  thought 

*  sbe  must  have  ^been  a  pretty  woman.  This  was  fBsi  ber 
pow^  of  enduFWg,  which  I  really  did  not  know,  or  I 
would  have  remained  sitejyt*     She  *fiieed 'her  eyes  furiously 

':ttpon  me,  and  bawled  out,  '*  Tbeti  you  a  liar,  yon^re  a 
liar,  and  the  little  child  you^re  going  to  have  w*»ll  be'a  tiaVv ' 
4  pushed  my  plate  from  me,  eat  no  -more,  -and  remained 
silent,  and  my  ftrst  impulse  was  ro  push  4>ack  my  ehttir 
and  quit  the  house,  but  the  idea  that  I  should  bpeak  ap 
die  party  from  table,  and  make  a  confbsion,  and  ^Iso  my 

.  not  being  able  to  walk  home,  and  my  carriage  not  %ei«g 

*  -brderecl  until  night,  left  me  in  my  chair.  Tlie  convemt- 
tioa  was  changed ;  at  last,  9ir  Sidney  said  again^  ''  Weil^ 


these  Ladies,  hare  had- a  severe  trimmingi  they  bad  betlir 
not  have  coaie  to  BfackbeAtb,  and  there  sits  poor  Ladjr 
Douglas^  lookiog  as  if  she  wene  gcjng.  to, be  executed/ 
As  I  was  verjr  far  advanced  in  niij  pregnancj^it  agitated  ok^ 
{^reatiy,  and  I  remained  aloof  and  very  sby  all  the  eve^ 
.log.      When  I  afterwards  wrote  to  Sir  Sidney  Smith  fi>r 
Sir  John^  upon  some  common  occurrence,  1  said,  I  do 
.not  like  the  Princess  of  Wales's  mode  of  treating  her 
^uests^;  her  calling  me  a  liar  was  an  unpardonable  thia^ 
and  if  she  ever  speaks  upon  the  subject  to  you,  pray  teU 
her  I  did  not  like  it,  and  that  if  1  had  been  a  man,  I  wo^ld 
have  rather  died  than  endured  it;  that  it  is  a  thing  wbidk 
never,  by  any  chance,^  occurs  to  a  Lady  ;  on  a  repetilioli 
^f  it  I  will  give  up  her  acquaintance.    It  seems  Sif  Stdnej 
Smith   spoke  to  the  Princess  upon  the  subject ;  for  two 
days  before  I  was  confined,  she  made  me  a  morning  visit 
With  the  two  Fitzgeralds,  and,  after  having  aat  a  short 
time;  said,  '^  I  find  you  were  very  much   affronted  tha 
other  day  at  my  house,  when  I  called  you  a  liar ;  I  de* 
clare  I  did  not  mean  it  as  an  affront ;  Lord  Heavclis!  ia 
any  other  language  it  is  considered  a  joke ;  is  it  not  Mrs. 
Fitzgerald  ?"  meaning  that  in  Germany  it  is  a  very  good 
joke   to  <:all   people  liar»  (for  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  does  not 
knbw  any  language  but  German  and  English)^  Mrs^ 
Fitzgerald  absolutely  said,  Yes.   They  made  me  very  ner^ 
▼ous,  and  I  burst  into  tears,  and  told  the  Princess  I  only 
wished  her  to  understand  such  a  thing  was  never  done, 
and  was  far  from  desiring  her  to  apologize  to  noi^';  tbat=I 
had  now  forgiven  and  forgotten  it,  though  I  confess,  at 
the  tiine,  I  was  very  much  hurt,  and  very  n>uch  wounded  ;. 
that  fis  I  never  heard  of  its  being  thought  a  joke  ia  any- 
country,  I  was  not  the  least  prepared  to  receive  it  in -that 
light ;  for  that,  in  this  country,  ladies  never  used tbeexv 
pression,  and  men  only  to  shew  their  gveaiest  contempt  ;^ 
that  I  never  bore  malice  twelve  hoars  in  my.  life,  aoch 
there  was  aa  end  c^  the  mat^.     The  Fitzger|iids  sat  bji^,. 
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^omex^mes  'as  audience,  approving  by  looki  (  ftoin^intes  Hi 
orators,  begging  me  not  to  cry,  (after  they  bad  all  made 
me),  and  praising  Her  Royal  Highness  as  the  most  mag- 
nanimous, amiable,  good,  beautiful,  and  gracious  Prta* 
^ess  in  the  i^orid.      In  short,  they  tormented  me  till  they 
made  me  quite  hysterica!,  and  the  Princess  began  then  to 
4)e  frightened,  and  they  ail  got  up  to  look  about  the  room 
for  hartshorn,  or  something  of  that   kind  to  give  me-^ 
ihe  Princess  crying, "  Give  her  something,  give  beir  some*- 
thing  \  she  is  very  much  shook,  and  her  nerves  agitated  ; 
••he mil  be  taken  ill.**     They  gave  me  some  water,  I  foe-  . 
lieve>  and  I  did  all  I  could  to  recover  my  spirits;  but  I  felt 
in  pain,  and  Sir  John  came  in  soon  after,  and  as  I  knew  ft 
ivoirid  hurry  him  if  he  saw  me  ill,  I  appeared  as  cheerful 
as  could,  and  they  all  went  away,  the  Princess  taking 
no  notice  to  bim.     Her  Royal  Highness  had  always  said, 
jsbe  would   be  at  my  lying-in  irom  the  beginning  to  the 
end,  and  commanded  me  constantly  to  let  her  know,  say- 
ing, "  I  have  no  fear  about  me,  and  I  would  as  soon  come 
over  the  Heath  in  the  middle  of  the  night  as  in  the  day  $ 
Z  shall  have  a  bottle  of  port-wine  on  a  table  to  keep  up 
your  spirits,  a  tambonrine,  and  I'll  make  sing/'    I  was 
Unwell  all  the  night  after  Her  Royal  Highness  had  been 
with  me,  and  remained  so  all  the  next  day ;  and  next  morn- 
ing, by  six  o'clock,  was  so  ill,   that  Doctor  Mackie,  of 
Lewisham,  who  was  to  attend  me,  was  sent  for.     In  the 
forenoon  I  begged  Sir  John  to  write  a  note  to  Montague 
House,  where  it  so  happened  I  was  to  have  dined  with  the 
party.     He  wrote  that   I  had  a  head-ache,  and  begged 
lieave  to  remain  at  home,  and  the  Princess  believed  it,  and 
went  to  town ;  but  upon  her  return,  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  she  called  before  she  went  home  to  dress,  to  ask 
lafter  me,  and  finding  how  rt  was,  wanted  to  run  up  tnto  the 
room,  but  Doctor  Mackie  said  positively  she  should  not 
oome,  and  locked  the  door  nearest  him  to  keep  her  out*' 
}S\ws  Cbolpnondeli^y  and  Miss  Fitisgerald  were  drove  hom*« 
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t'tttid  Her  Rojal  Jiigbness  and  Mrs.  Fi^g^rald  ^tot>|ie«i. 
-Upon  my  giving  a  load -shriek  she  flew  in  at  the  other 
door,  and  came  to  tne,  doing  every  thing  she.  possibly 
eould  to  assist  me,  and  held  my  eyes  and  head.  The  mo* 
mem  she  heard  the  child's  voice  she  left  me,  (tew  round  to 
Doctor  Mack'ie,  poshed  the  nurse  away,  and  received  the 
ebild  from  Doctojr  Mackie,  kissed,  it,  and  said  no  one 
should  touch  it  until  she  had  shewn  it  to  me.  Doctor 
Mackie  was  so  confined  and  astonished,  that,  although 
an  old  practitioner  he  left  the  room>  without  giving  me 
any  thing  to  recruit  my  strength  and  avert  fainting;  as  it 
the  custom,  and  the  nurse  gave  me  what  she  thought  best ; 
by  which  omission,  however,  I  was  not  subject  to  faint 
away,  but  it  was  certainly  a  new  mode  of  proceeding 
'where  life  isat  stake, and  shewed  more  curiosity  than  ten* 
<]erness  for  me.  Before  my  little  girl  was  brought  to  me, 
^observed  her  Royal  Highness  stood  holding  it,  that 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  the  Nurse,  and  herself,  were  all  intent^ 
aird  speaking  together,  as  if  there  was  something  piecuUar 
in  its  appearance  ;  the  circumstance  alarmed  me,  fearing 
it  was  born  with  some  defect,  and  I  asked  eagerly  to  see 
it^and  if  all  was  right.  The  Princess  upon  this  brought  it 
to  me,  and  said  it  was  a  remarkable  large  fine  child,  and 
they  were  only  looking  at  a  mark  it  had  upon  its  left 
breast,  certainly  a  very  large  one,  and  a  little  on  its  eyes, 
bat  it  would  go  off.  I  recollected  that,  although  I  never, 
when  in  a  pregnant  state,  was  subject  to  whims,  longing, 
as  thinking  It  very  troublesome  and  foolish,  yet  I  felt 
abliged,  in  this  instance,  to  believe  the  bld*received  opi* 
nion  to  be  correct ;  for  it  happened,  that  during  my  visit 
at  Montague  House  in  March,  I  was  one  Sunday  morn* 
ing  very  much  incommoded  by  pains  in  my  chest  and  sto« 
mach,  and  Her  Royal  Highness  made  Mrs.  Sander  give 
tAe  Some  warmf  peppermint-water  ;  there  was  raspberry^^ 
ice  in  the  desert  the  same  day>  and  I  had  just  began  to  eat 
aihie,  when  the  Princess  looked  at  me,  and  said.  My  «teac 


70 

IiAcly  t)di4lMij  you  We  forgotten  th^^MUB  yoa  w^m  im 
tbi»  movniDg «  aiicl^  tamiog  to  ber  pagl>  ordered  biA  to 
tnke  away  my  pbtte. 

(Sigoed;  CHARLOTTE  DOUOLAS. 

JOHN  DOUGLAS. 
•  In  tba.  preteDOe  of  inej 
(Signed) 
AUGUSTUS  FREDERICK, 
Dec.  9,  IMo. 

Ar  true' CoprjT'i 

Oi^ied)  B.  Bkomdtld, 


Mr.  Ccrite^  the  page>  renfto^ed^  and  I  can  wt^f4i 

my.  disappoiniment ;  I  waa  aknon  iaclimed  to  re* 

aaaoHrale,.  akhough  there  was  a  largr  party  of  straogeray 

and  I  did  express  a  desire  to  retain  it,  but  the  Prince* 

Mrmdd  not  allow  of  it :  and  asshe  bltdappointed  betseif  to 

tbesde  management  of  me^  I  wa^obliged  tobeqnlet'; 

My  uneafinesa,  bowerer  became  extreme,  and  fiMPgettiog 

erery  thing  buft  the iee  in qneilion,! asked  a^Mr^Hamer* 

trbo  tat  n<*zt  to  me,  to  be.  so^good  as  to  ask  for  some  ice, 

tad,,  by'dint  of  asking  biflu  to  do  so,. I  at  length  indaced 

Biili,Laiid.at  last  be  asked  Lady  Towntfhend  for  some  moiie 

ice^    I  immediately  took:  my^  spoon,  andstDo^^og  a  little,. 

fo^tbat  the  flowers  uponthe  plateau  concealed  ase  in  part 

from  the  Princess,  eat  all  Mr.  Hamer's  iee>  while  he 

h>oked  on  langhing,  and  pat  bis  plate  a  little  nearer  to 

Bie>  that  it  might  not  look.^aodd*    The  following  day! 

eateigbtglass^ofraspberryHce  a2once,«ad  was  very  well 

after  it  I  and  from  that  time,  sotigbt  it  every  where,  and 

eal-^of'it  voraciously;  and  I  oaafnol  help  attributing  tiw 

marks  of  my  little  girl  to  the  citcomstaiiee;    HerBioyal 

Higbtesa  then  kissed  me,   begged  me  to  send  foe  faee 

wbeneti^r  I  likied>  add  she  woaJdooaie  ;■  desirfedl-m)^^ 

kanie  plifeujr  of  flannel  abbac  m(^,.of  wbidb^sbe  faadetM 
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tee  some  by  lifw.  Pita^raM,  md  iben  weift  kom^  td 

"dinner.    I  knoWnotwhat  she  said  or  did  among  her  per^ 

tA  bourne,  but  Miss  Cholmondeley  oftea  said  ^he  sbouM 

f>ever  forget  the  Pripcess  on  tfaiit  ^ay.    All  the  month  of 

August  the  Princess  Tinted  me  daily ;   in  one  of  these 

visits,  after  ^e  liad  seat  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  ftway,  she  drew 

lief  chair  close  to  'tlie  bed^  and  said^  '^ -1  em  delighted  U> 

«ee  l>ow  well  and  easily  you  have  gotchrough  this  affatl* ; 

I,  wiio  am  i^  the  leas^  nervou«^  s\mJA  make  nothing  at  9A\ 

df  k.    When  yov  h^ar  €fmy  having  taken  children  ia 

baskets  from  poor  p^^pte^  take  no  notice :  that  is  tiie  Wfry 

I  mean  to  manage :    I  ^all  take  any  tha^t  ofiter^  and  the 

one  I  have  will  be  prpsented  in  the  oame  w^y^  which,  as  I 

i^9^e  taken  others,  wiU  iiever  be  thoiight  any  thing  about/' 

1  asked  her,  i>ow  «be  ^vould  ^ver  get  it  oat  of  the  house  ? 

bat  she  said,  >0h,  ipery  etisity.    I  said  it  was  a  perilous  bo* 

siaess ;  i  would  go  abroad,  HI  were  her:  but  she  laughed 

^atr  my  f^ars,  |tnd  said  she  had  no  doabt  but  of  managiog 

it  all  very  weH     I  was  very  glad  she  did  not  ask  me  to 

•  ^assist  her,  for  I  was  detetrmined  iti  my  own  mind  never  to 
J^o  90,  afod  she  never  did  make  any  request  of  me,  for 
«ehich  I  was  very  thankftiK  I  put  the  question  to  her, 
WliO'shewouldget  to  deliver  her?  but  she  did  d^H answer  . 

^fgj;  a  minute,  and  then  said,  I  shall  get  a  person  over;  V\\ 
'manage  it,  but  never  ask  me  about  it ;  Sander  was  a  good 
-creature,  and  bet^g  immediately  about  her  person  and 
•leeping  near  her  room,  must  be  tok);  but  Miss  Ghaout 
must  be  sent  to  Germany,  ami  the  third  maid,  a  young 
^jprl,  kept  out  of  the  way  as  well  as  they  could.  I  sug- 
^gested,  I  was  afraid  her  appearance  art  St.  James's  could 

•  npt  fiiil  <o  be  observed,  and  sho  woctld  have  to  encounter 
>all  the  Royal  Family.  Her  reply  was.  That  she  ktiew 
bow  to  tnapage  her  dress,  and  J>y  continually  increasing 
large  cushions  behind,  no  oere  would  observe,  and  fortu- 
nately tbe  Birth-days 'were  over*  until  she  should  have  got 
r^id  of  her  appe^ance.   In  this  mamrcf  passed  all  the  time 
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p(  my  cof^Qeiaent,  at  the  «od  of  which  she  seat  M'r:^. 
Filsgerald  to  attend  me  to  Cburcb,  aodwh^n  I  vyent  tf» 
pay  my  duty  to  Her  Uoyal  Highneas^  a^r  I  vept  abrond 
ag^iD,  she  told  me,  whenever  I  wan  qnite  stout,  she  wpuM 
have  the  child  cbristeoed,  that  she  meant  to  stand. iap^j 
son,  and  I  mast  find  another  godmother;  SirSidqi^ 
Smith  would  be  .the  godfather.  I  named  the  Daches9^4^ 
AthoU,  as  a  very  amiable  woman,  of  soitable  xaok*  jml 
said,  tbat  as  there  had  been  a  long  friendship  betwUt  $if 
John's  family  and  the.AthoU  family,  I  knew  it.  would  ti^ 
Tery  agreeable  to  him.  Finding  they  were  goQje  to.Sca(r 
land,  we  wrote  to  ask  her  Grace ;  and  she  wrote  word  $be 
would  stand  godmother  with  great  pleasare,  and  enelouiedi 
ten  guineas  for  the  nnrse.  The  Princess  invited  Sir  Sida«j[ 
Smith,  and  Mu  and  Mrs.  Spencer  Smith,.aod  Baroa  Her* 
bert,  aod  Sir  John  Douglas,  to  dine  with  her. ,.  Miff 
Cholmondeley  and  the  two  Fitzgeralds  were  with  li^ 
Royal  Highness,  and  in  the  evening  they  all  came;  I 
staid  at  home  to  receive  her.  The  Clergyman .  ftom 
Lewisham  christened  the  child  ;  the  Princess  named!  it 
Caroline  Sidney.  As  soon  as  he  was  gone  (which  was 
shortly  after  the  ceremony  was  over),  the  Princess  sat 
down  upon  the  carpet— a  thipg  she  was  very  food  of 
doing,  in  preference  to  sitting  upon  the  chairs,  saying,  it 
was  the  pleasantest  lively  affair  altogether  she  bad  ever, 
known.  She  chose  to  sit  upon  the  carpet  the  whole  even* 
ing,  while  we  all  sat  upon  the  chairs.  Her  Royal  Highr 
ness  was  dressed  in  the  lace  dress  which,  I  tbiiik,  she 
wore  at  Frogmore  -fete*-^pearl  necklace,  bracelets,  and 
armbands,  a  pearl  bandeau  round  her  head,  and  a  long* 
lace  veil.  When  supper  was  announced,  her  Royal  High- 
ness went  in  and  took  the  head  of  the  table,  and  eat.aa* 
amazing  supper  of  chicken  and  potted  lamprey,  which' 
she  would  hav^  served  to  her  on  the  same  plate,  and  eat, 
them  together.  Aftejr  supper  she  called  the  attention  of 
the  party  to  my  good  looks,  and  paying,  I  was  as  lively' 
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ii^de^egUns  ever  j  said^  tbat  I  had  su(^  sWp  eyct,  I 
jSsKMid  her  out  in  every  tbiog>  adding,  Oh !  she  found  me 
out  pD^  day  in  sndi  a  thing  when  I  was  at  iuncbeod^  and 
•gW9  me  a  look  which  was  so  expressiTe,  that  I  was  sur* 
#be  knew.    This  speech^  which  she,  between  herself  and 
ttCi  was  a%ebra  to  the  party.  I  did  not  know  what  to  do^ 
.bat :  I  saw  the  secret  cost  her  dear  to  keep^  and  she  was 
leady^  to  betray  it  to  any  one  she  met,  by  the  strange  things 
tilie,  said  and  did :  I  laughed  and  said^  if  my  eyes  have 
been  top  obserTiQg  I  am  sorry^  I  never  intended  them  to 
be ;  I  cannot  be  quite  so  polite  as  to  say^  '^  if  my  sight 
oflfends  I  will  put  it  out/'  because  I  think  with  Sheridan, 
-tbftt  the  prejudice  is  strongly  in  favour  of  two  ;  but  depend 
;ilipOn  it,atall  future  luncheons  I  will  do  nothing  but  eat. 
.Sbe  was  in  great  spirits^  staid  until  two  o'clock  in  the 
ttorning,  and  theo^  attended  by  Miss  Cholmondeley  and 
tbt  Fitzgerald$4  went  home.    Her  Royal  Highness'B  civi^ 
lities  continued;  she  desired  me  constantly  to  bring  my 
'cfaihliein  to  Montague  House^  and  also  the  infant;  and 
'When  1  would  have  retired  to  suckle  it,  she  would  not  suffer 
* 'me,  but  coaraianded  me  to  do  it  in  the  drawing«>Qi|i 
where  she  was ;  and  she  came  with  her  ladies  visiting  nie 
b^tti  morhtnga  and'evenings,  and  nursing  little  Caroline 
for  hours  together.  I  saw  now  the  Princess  had  told  Mr«. 
'Siinder,  who,!  believe,  was  a  very  quiet  good  kind  of  wb- 
'man,  and  her  countenance  was  full  of  concern  and  anxiety. 
She  appeared  desirous  of  speaking  to  me,  and  was  un^ 
'iiMtally  obsequious;  but  the  Princess  always  watched  us 
'both  close;   if  Sander  came  into  a  room,  and  I  went  to- 
wards her,  the  Princess  came  close,  or  sent  one  or  another 
,awisy,  so  that  I  could  never  speak  to  her.    The  Princess 
"faiad.  niow  quarrelled  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  to  whom  she 
:  had  been  so  partial,  and  to  every  part  of  whose  family  she 
bad  1)een  so  kind,   telling  us  constantly  that  she  liked 
shemall,  because  old  Mr.  Smith  had  saved  the  Doke  of 


%riiti6Wii:kV  life.  As  Sir  John  trai  Sit  3idM}^  (HMi^ 
lAte  thtt^fbit  wtis  shy  df  ttt  Idl,  tihd  ii«  siNr  littte  of  lltiN^ 
but  oti  the  Mtb  of  Oddbtr  I  went  to  dSl  ttpoik  4ier  teftm 
T  l^ft  Blackheatli,  fttidntit  her  Rbyd  HtgtoM  j«iK«»- 
tbrn^  frbnt  dhuiPcfa^  wtilkibgbefdliehtsr'^Q  hwm  ^Wk 
Mt».  Pit2gerdd  bdd  ber  dan^ti^,  di^esMS  ift « Idflg  S|Mh 
Aiifa  Vdv^t  cloak  And  &n  ^orihOin  moff;  bdt  ^k^  uijg^ 
liber  cbald  not  cooceal  thle  state  sbenras  in^  for  I  l«#^tf- 
tfectly  ibe  was  very  ttcar  htt  time,  arid  tbhlk  I  mtiit  tart* 
'se<ih  it  if  I  bad  not  kodwn  bin^  situAtioti.  Sti«  tif^tMmtt 
tbofeto,  abd  taikid  a  little,  but  t]td  nbt  alk  to  giyiii>  ;«liil 
4ffer  taking  a  fetr  t orfas  rttuiired  hcfmt.  In  aHolit  n  felt- 
night  wb  received  a  note,  tbife  Prin^iM  ret^ilMiiig  i^teiditfr 
^ir  John  or  t  to  go  to  Montague  HouM,  tobier  ie#f«Ms 
Sl^^i^  afraid  son^e  of  the  cbildreh  Af6  h&d  tj&ken  badite 
taeasAes,  a^d  if  any  Meetion  remaibiM  ab(Mt  tMi  HMM, 
We Irilght  cariy  it  io  6nr tfcild.  We Wroteft in^^dJ^pM*- 
iHe^f  our  tba'nk^  for  ber  t>bl1g;tng  flreca^lrkMi^  <ilid%hiit 
ire  w6Md  ndt  go  to  ^^n^ti^iibmty  tiAtil  Wetokl  ite 
liotioriof reciting  Hier  Royal  Highfieis^<x)bknnHid8b  SBba 
^Prittces  never  sent  ftr  os^'aad  wiiea  IMtaqr  cavdbefisfe 
'I  went  to  p9k%  CbfkttMn  m  Oiouoettefshiie*  J  waa^aoi 
^dtnittied,  so  that  IneiersawheraJitrihtSOtAiif  Odv- 
Mr ;  but  I  beard  the  Ireport  of  ber  fabviiig  'adopted  ^m*?tal* 
tmt,  and  Miss  Fitegerald  told  it  nie  as  Aa  rode  paiMtwof 
house,  bat  woii^d  not  tioikie  m^  forJtmr'the^hiiiM  fmiiig 
the  meakbs^  Upon  my  i^etam  ^  BhoUilealh  in  J«Biuca|r, 
i  ieifed  to  pay  my  duty.  I  found  her  paeieing  ^a  nmall 
-blade  box,  imd  an  inhaat  steeping  oa  the  $a&,  ^«Fhb:ii 
'piece  of  scarlet  cioth  tbroW»n  over  it.  Ste  appear^edf^^HH 
fused,  bad  hesitated  li^ethershesboirtd  beride4>rbhid, 
but  reeovering  herself,  c^ho^e  to  be  the  latter;  aaid,  ^sbs 
was  happy  to  s^  ide,  <and  then  laibing^me  by  the hwaAiei 
Hie  to  the  sofa,  add  imcotelingtbe  bhiM,  said,  HciFeds 
the  little  boy,  I  t^d  lilm  two  days  after  I  umdyM  iast ;  is 
not  it  a  nice  little  child  ?  thte  tpper  part  of  bis  face  is  very 


$iie«  8be  iws  going  tp  luive  said  qioy^  wImo  Miar^  £i)ts 
gerald  opeaed  the  door  and  came  iq.  The  PriiDfC^s  ooii« 
iidted  what  I  had  better  hiwe,  what  would  Iteg^Nnd  Sw 
ilHu  I  dtoliaed  any  things  bat  she  insisted  ujpotk  it  I 
sbottM  hgve  some  soup,  and  sud^  my  dear  Fitfsg^ald^  pray 
§»  oat  and  oidev  some  mos  bEown  soup  to  be  brougbl 
here  for  Lady  Donglas.  I  saw  from  this  the  Princess 
wished,  to  have  ipoken  to  me  more  GiUy«  aad  Mrs-  Ft  tat 
{;ei%ld  saw  it  likewise,  for  instead  of  obejfjng/  Ae  mng 
the  Mi  for  the  soap,  and  then  aat  down  to  (ell  me  the 
wiaKiIe  fable  of  the  4shtld  having  been  broaght  by  a  poor 
wo«iaa  from  DepliGord,  whose  hasband  had  left  her,  that 
^  Kr»  ikikeosaB  the  Page,  had  the  honour  of  bringing  it  io^ 
rthat  it  was  af>oor  little  ili4ooking  thing  when  first  broaght, 
. Vnt  poWj  W;itb  suoh  g^eal  xsare,  was.  growing  very  pretty, 
and  Aat  as  Her  Royal  Highness  was  ao  good,  and  had 
tskeo  the  twins  (whose  father  wonld  not  let  them  remain) 
and  had  taken  this,  all  the  poor  peo{de  would  be  bringing 
obildi^o.  The  Princess  now  took  the  child  up,  andl 
ywiks  entedained  the  whole  morning  by  seeing  it  fed,  and 
t9€rjf  MTsice  of  e<Mtry  kit^  performed  for  it  btf  Her  Royal 
Mighmiis  the  Prmetn  of  Wales.  Mrs.  Fitaegerald  aired  the 
napkins,  and  tka  PHncm  fut  them  eki  and  from  this 
tiima  the.drawJingH'odais  at  Montague  Hooae,  were  lite* 
Dally  in  (the  Mile  of  a  '.eommon  nursery.  The  tables  «tre 
^ei»v|QDed  with  spoons,  plates,  feeding4>oats,  and  clotbes, 
mmd  the  lire ;  napkins  were  hung  to  air,  and  the  marble 
k00rthe  were  itrewed  Vfith  napkins  which  were  taken  from 
^fihild'j  for,  very  extraordinary  to  relate,  this  was  a 
:pairt.of  the  cenemony  Mer  Royal  Highness  was  partzcu- 
,hrlf  itenofiictus  ofslmays  performing  herself  let  the  com- 
j^ft^y,be  who  they  might.  At  first  the  child  slept  with 
cher  she  told  me,  but  it.  made  her  neryous^  and  therefore 
a-wrae  was  hired  to  assist  in.tslnng  charge  of  it,  and  for 
•him  to  aleep  with.  ThePrinqcssaaid  oneday  to^aeas 
;>ahe.waa  imisinghim,  he  had  a  liule  milk  for  two  or  three 
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d&js>  but  it  did  not  do,  to  we  briiig  him  op  by  band  with 
«li  kind  of  nourishing  thiAgi,  and  you  lee  how  well  he 
thrived ;  bo  that  I  really  always  supposed  she  had  attem|>t- 
ed  to  soekhB  it.    Another  time  she  shewed  me  his  hand, 
which  bas  a  pink  mark  apon  it,  and  said,  it  was  very  sii^ 
gular  both   our  children  should   be  marked,  and   die 
thooghi  her  ckiUC%  came   from  her  havipg  some  wiite 
thrown  on  her  hand,  for  she  did  not  look  much  at  little 
Caroline's  mark.    The  Princess  now  adopted  a  new  mode 
of  inviting  us  to  see  her.    She  would  invite  either  Sir 
John  or  I,  but  never  both  together  as  formerly.  1  conclu* 
ded   from  thU^  that  as  she  found  it  so  difficult  to  keep 
tvtn  her  own  aeeret,  she  could  ill  imagine  I  had  been  able 
to  keep  heri,  and  therefore  under  the  impression  that  by 
thiit  time  I  must  have  told  Sir  John,  did  nor  like  to  meet 
both  oar  eyes  ;  and  if  she  saw  Sir  John  without  nic,  could 
better  judge  by  his  looks  and  manner  whether  I  had  di- 
wiged  or  not.    I  conclt^de  she  was  at  length  satisfied  that 
I  bad  not ;  for  we  were  one  morning  both  invited  again  i|t 
vthe  former  manner,  to  a  breakfast,  and  as  it  was  a  Very 
^curiouf^ly  arranged  party,  I  will  put  down  the  names,  for 
to  the  person  who  is  to  peruse  this  detaili  \t  wilt  confirm 
the  idea  that  Her  Royal  Highness  cannot  always  ktiow 
correctly  what  she  is  about.  When  we  entei^d,  the  Priih- 
cess  was  sitting  upon  the  sofa,  elegantly  dressed  in  «  wjbtte 
and  silver  drapery,  which  covered  her  bead  and  fell  aU 
over  her  person,  and  she  had  her  little  boy-  upon  her 
knee  elegantly  dressed  likewise*    The  guests  were.  Her 
Royal  Highness  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales,  with  Miss 
<  Hunt>  her  Governess,  Captain  Manby,  of  the  Navy,  Mr. 
-  Spencer  Smith,  the  Fitzgeralds',  and  ourselves.    Slie  got 
up  and  nnrsed  the  child,  andcari'ying  it  to  Sir  Jobn^.said, 
''Here,  Sir  John,  this  is  the  Deptford  boy,  1  suppose 
*'  you  have  heard  I  have  taken  a  little  child.'*    Sir  J^bn 
only  said,  Y'es,  be  bad,  and  it  seemed  a  fine  baby.    She 
seemed  pleased  and  satisfied  that  I  had  not  toI4  him,  Md 
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then  sat  down  to  table^  patting  a  chair  for  Prineets 
Charlotte. oh  her  right  band^  taking  me  by  the  hand  and 
|>tttting  me  on,  her  left  baad,  told  Captain  Maoby  to  sit  al 
the  top,  and  Mr.  Spencer  Smith  at  tbe  bottom,  and  Sir 
John  and  the  Fitzgcralds  faced  us.     Princess  Charlotte 
bad  a  plain  dinner  prepared  for  her  in  Another  rood9>  ac- 
cording to  custom,  and  came  in  when  our  desert  was 
placed,  when  we  all  sat  down  again  as  we  were  sitting, 
except  Miss  Hunt,  who  was  never  ordered  to  sit,  but 
stood  a  few  yards  from  Princess  Charlotte.     About  five 
o'clock  Her  Royal   Highness  rose  from  table,  tbe  little 
boy  was  brought  in  again rPrincess  Charlotte  played  with 
it,  and  the  Princess  of  Wales  wished  alt  of  us  a  .good 
morning,  and  we  broke  up,  totally  at  ajpss  to  conceive 
what  amusement  it  could  be  to  collect  us  together.    Thil 
breakfast  wa^  a  kind  of Jinule.    We  had  very  little  inter- 
cc^urse.     Her  Royal  Highness  would,  walk  past  our  bouse^ 
.  for.  the  express  purpose  of  shewing  she  did  not  mean  to 
come  in,  and  when  we  did  see  hei^  she  always  abused  8jr 
.  Sidney  Smith.    Often  said,  she  wondered  I  liked  to  live 
.at  such  a  dull  place  as  Blackheath,  and  in  short  gave  us 
..hints  wc  could  not  misunderstand,  that  she  wanted  us 
.away.    At  this  time  Sir  John  received   a  letter  from  his 
■■ :  division,  expressive  of  the  GeneraKs  wish  that  he  would 
^o  to  Plymouth,  and   therefore  (without   an  Admiralty 
Order)  he  determined  to  go  to  emancipate  ourselves  from 
the  PrincesS'of  Wales,  and  as  soon  as  we  could  disp09e  of 
tlie  furniture,  I  followed  him,  leaving  the  house  emptyf 
whicli  was  ours  three  months  after  I  quitted  it.    The  day 
Sir  John  was  to  set  off,  the  Princess  walked  to  our  house, 
and  thou^h.his  trunks  were  in  the  room,  and  fa«  was oc*- 
cupied,  would  have  him  sit  down  and  talk  to  ber,  dver- 
powcnng  him  and  myself  ifowwith  kindnessi  and  iaid, 
;    she  could  eat  something.     She  did  soi  stMdfoorhoiirsin 
the  house,  and  at  parting,  took  Sir  John  by  both  hands, 
wished  him  every  good  wish^  and  begged  him  always  to 


79 

recoHect  bow  happy  the  should  be  to  see  bim  again^  and 
that  she  would  be  very  kind  to  me  in  hitnbtenee ;  however, 
after  he  was  gone,  she  never  came  near  oie^  or  offered 
me  any  kind  of  citiiity  whatsoerer.    When  I  was  upon 
the  eve  of  departure,  called  upon  her  and  took  her  god- 
daughter end  my  other  little  girl  with  me.    She  was  al- 
most uneivii,  and  paid  little  or  no  attention  if  I  spoke.     I 
said  the  children  were  with  me>  but  she  did  not  answer, 
and  after  spending  four  or  five  hours  very  unpleasantly, 
suffering  all  the  unpleasant  feeling  of  being  where  I  bad 
been  courted  and  idolized,  I  begged  permission  at  last  u> 
goaway.  When  I  went  out,  to  my  surpriase,  I  found  ||ie 
children  had  been  kept  in  the  passage  near  the  front  door, 
with  the  door  open  to  Blackheath,  in  a  December  day, 
with  foar  opposite  doors  opened  and  shut  upon  tfaeoi,  to- 
»tead  of  being  taken  to  the  hoQsekeeper's  room,  aathey 
alwfiys  had  been.    My  maid  had  at  lengtb  begged  fhb 
footman  to  go  to  a  fire,  as  the  children  cried  dreadfutfy 
and  were  very  cold.     I  understand  the  man  was  a  foot- 
man, of  the  name  ofGaskrn,  I  think,  and  his  answer  wa^, 
if  the  children  are  cold,  you  can  put  them  back  into  ttie 
<:an'iage  and    warm   them.     I  took  them  home  immedi- 
ately, and  was  inclined  to  return  and  ask  why  they  had 
been  thus  all  of  a  sadden  treated  with  this  brutality  and 
impertinence,  and  which  was  doubly  cruel  in  Sir  John^s 
absence :  but  I  deferred  going  until  I  meant  to  take  my 
final  leave,  which  I  did  on  the  following  Sunday,  Doctor 
Bumaby  was  standing  in  the  hall  with  every  thing  pre- 
pared for^the  Princess  to  receive  the  sacrament.    I  waa 
ushered     through    notwithstanding,   and    the    footmen 
seemed  to  op  to  and  fro  as  much  at  their  ease,  as  if  do 
sudi  thing  was  preparing.    She  was  standing  in  the  draw- 
ing-room, and  received   me  with  Mrs.  Lisle  and   Mrs 
Fitzgerald.    1  said  I  should  have  been  gone  before,  b^d 
it  been  in  my  power,  and  in  compliance  with  her  com- 
navntds^^hadcome  to  takfe  m^  leave.    She  di^  not  ask  m|K 


la  liidowi^^  bttt  taid-^-^od  blera  jbik ;  good  bjiie.  l-thm 
saidi  I  vras  tDucfa  conoeraed  I  bad  broaght  my  little  ^rb 
A  £iw  d^8  pasti  and  ilmt  I  shouid  never  have  done  ao^ 
but  fi^om  her  Ro^al  Higbacsa's  jepeated  deadra.  Sbe  said> 
abe^as  sorry;  aad  asked,  wrfa^aaed  them  so.  Itnldbecy 
iMie  of  ber  iivery  servants,  aad  Sir  Joho  woutd  not  like  to 
bear  of  ii*  UerBoyal  Highntest  said,  stop  amoiaent; 
Aew  past  flfte  tbrough  the  hall  where  Doctor  fitiroaby 
stood  wait^g  ibr  her,  up  to  her  own  rooai,  aad  r^turoed 
with  %  -white^paper  box,  pasfaui^  it  into,  my  hand-** 
Ood  bless  :yoo,  lay  dear  Lady  Douglas.  I  said|  I  wished 
to'decliae  rakiing  any  tbiiigy  that  my  object  in  ooiliiflg 
•ibere  Was  Co  offer  ber  my  dtity,  jaod  tell  her  bow  ill  my 
children  has  been  used.  I  eould  not  «Oiiceive  how  iM^r 
iiEKMcaanr- could  use  the  ISre^kMb  of  treatiag  Sir  JiAn's 
4tbiI'd(ieB  ao^  tanlets  he  bad  been  desfined.  Sbe  ooljr 
4iiiswef«d»  ^'  Ob  !  no,  indoed.;  good  bye.''  I  attempMl 
^fVt  tbe>box  into  her  baads^  aaying,  I  bad  «slber  aot 
hwt  h ;  bot  4he  (b^aoped  bar  bands  raod  turned  a^fia^^  H 
iberefoit  wished  Mrs^  Lkk  aaid  Miss  Fit:^gerald  ^ood 
<aomiag,  ahd  wtnt  away.  DoclntrBarnaby  spoke  to  one 
..as  I  pbssed.  biia,  and,  looking  back^  I  saw  her  Biojial 
iiigbiieairs  head  ;  abe  Iraa  k^kiag  oat  afier  rae^  to  see  if 
«bebad  fairly  got  rid  of  ttUs,  and  ianghing  iosasoderately 
a4  Dr.  ^Biitniaby  in  his  gow U;,  I  quitted  her  baose,  ee^ 
solved  ^Birv«r'  to  i«>«c]n«er  it  bat  for  forais  sake,  and  wrote 
-ber  ward^  tbat«s  I  bad  long  been  treated  roddy^stiidjiiy 
rohiidven^  (ovftiom  she  courted  to  her  (house,  wiere  no#  in- 
andted4here/I  felt  a  dislike  ttoacoepdng  a  present  diraiwn 
Hatione^  as  Ttweore,  under  soch  unplelisant  dacomstaDees ; 
-that  I  had:aotqintied  «be  bax>  wd  fei^csted  abe^voaid; 
.^permit  mettoaretnrn  it  \  andthatas  I  wasan  £agHsb  Qan« 
.-de^oMiaai^mdddiad^her'eoaaynihe^bad  ever  seeo  aishigle 
'iflflip|ia|iriesy  in  wy  >  cbndaet,  1  woaid  never  /saffer  liq^self 
4ot<be  jU>ii8ed  iwitbMt  a.  alaar  ^expUmatixm.  The  Brnieess 
w^olebisofeft  fUdsi^btfui^  inspentes  wpj^/desim«|;itne  eo 


io 

keep  the  box,  stiled  henelf  Prinoett  of  Wales  in  almoit 
erery  line,  and  insolted  me  to  tncb  a  degree,  that  I  re* 
turned  an  answer  insisting  npon  her  explaining  hersielf. 
This  she  retnmed  me  unopened,  saying,  she  would  not 
open  my  second  letter,  and  had  therefore  sent  it  to  me  to 
pat  in  the  fire,  and  that  she  was  ready  to  put  the  matter 
in  oblivion,  as  she  desired  me  to  do,  wi^ed  me  and  ray 
dear  little  children  well,  and  should  at  all  times  be  glad  to 
see  her  former  neighbour.  I  did  as  she  desired,  and  went 
away  at  Christmas  without  erer  seeing  or  hearing  more  of 
her  Royal  Highness,  and  found  in  the  paper  box  a  gold 
necklace,  with  a  medallion  suspended  from  itof  a  niock. 

Thus  ended  my  intercourse,  for  the  present,  with  tlie 
Princess  of  Wales;  and  the  year  1803. 

When  we  reuded  in  Devonshire,  seeing  by  the  papers 
that  her  Royal  Highness  was  ill,  we  sent  a  note  of  en* 
quiry  to  the  lady  in  waiting;  which  was  answered  very  po» 
litely,  and  even  in, a  friendly  manner  by  her  Royal  High- 
nesses orders.  Upon  the  arrival  o(^  the  Duke  of  Sosstt 
from  abroad.  Sir  John  returned  to  town  to  attieod  him,  and 
when  we  droi^e  to  Blacklieath  to  see  oar  friends,  I  left  my 
card  for  her  Royal  Highness,  who  was  visiting  Mr.  Can- 
ning; the  moment  she  returned  home  she  commanded 
Mrs.  Vernon  to  send  me  word  never  to  repeat  my  visitf 
to  Biackheath.  I  gave  Sir  John  the  note,  aod  most  co(Ph> 
fess,  accustomed  as  I  had  been  to  her  haughty  overbearing 
caprice,  yet  this  exceeded  my  belief  of  what  she.  was  ca* 
paUe  of,  being  so  inconsistent  with  her  two  last  lette»  ; 
but  the  fact  was,  she  thought  we  were  gone  above  €00. 
;  miles  from  ber,  and  should  be  there  for  many  years,  and 
she  never  caloolated  upon  the  return  of  bis  Royal  Hi|^- 
ness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  having  very  often  told  iae  hb 
Royal  Highness  would  never  live  in  England,  inhisMa^ 
jesty's  life-time ;  that  she,  was  Gertaip  of  that,  and  had 
reasons  for  knowing  it;  and  Sir  John  would  nev^  imm 
him.  here.  I  suppose  she  had  taken  this  into  her  hted,  be- 
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cause  she  wished  it ;  and^  therefore/  the  return  of  bis  Royal 
Highness  was  a  mortal  death-blow  to  all  her  hopes  on 
diis^cbre;  and  when  she  found  that  hiis  Royal  Hi^bness 
was  not  only  retinrhed,  but  that  Sir  John  was  in  at* 
tendance,  and  that  his  Royal  Hi^ne^'  was  in!  Carlton 
House,  where  Sir  John 'might  see,- and  have  the  hoinour 
of  being  mvidi  known  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  her  year  and 
rage  got  the  better  of  every  prudent  consideration,  aiid  she 
commanded  Mrs.  Vernon  to  dismiss  me  as  I  have  men- 
ti6ned.  Had  the  Princess  of  Wales  written  to  me  herself, 
and  t6ld  me,  in  a  civil  manner,  that  she  would  thank  me 
to  kieep  away,  f  should' have  acquainted  her,  that  I  wished 
%nd  desired  io  do  so,  and  had  only  called  'for  the  sake  of. 
appearances,  and  there  the  matter  would  have  ended;  uur 
less  I  had  i^ever  been  called  upon  (as  I  am  now)  by  His  Mar 
jesty,  or  the  Heir  Apparent/.  In  that  case,  as  in  tbis,  I 
should  have  made  iit  my  sacred;  duty  to  have  answered,  as 
upon  my  oath ;  but  the  circumstance  of  being  driven  out 
df  her  house  by  the  handv  of  the  lady  in  waiting,  as'  if  I 
iiad  deserved  ity  and  as  if  I  were  a  culprit,  was  wounding 
one  with  a  poisoned  arrow,  which  left  the*  wound  to  fester 
after  it' bad  torftatrd  stabbed  me;  it  w;as  a  refinement  in 
inBbft,fDr  the  Princess  had  always' been  in  the  habit  of 
Writing-  to  nie  herself,  and  had  commanded  me  never  to 
hcfid  iiltercc^rse  with  ber  through  her  ladies,  but  always 
directly  to  herself;  and  so  particular  were  her  directions 
and  pen^ission  'upon  this  head,  that  she  told'  me  never  to 
put  m^  letters  under  cover^- but  always  dkebt  them  to  her- 
Tsclf.  I  felt!  so-  j»is*raWe,  that  Mrs.  -  Vernon  j  to  whom  I 
iwas  known,  and  for  whom  Sir  John  atid  mysdf  had  ztk 
esieem,  sbould  think  ill  of  me,  jand  I  therefore;  wrote  to 
^e  *Prin€css^  saying,'  *^  From:  the  mom^t  she  judged 
-proper  to  come  intp  my  family,  I  had  always  cpn()uGted 
•myscJf'toniirdsj' her  Royal  Hjghiiess  with  the  respect  her 
kig^  «tati6n  demand^;    and  4hat  when   she   forced  her 


m^nU  upon  me,  I  hwd  (whatsoever  my  aentinneiits  were) 
kepi  tbcm  mest  bonounbly  for  her,  nenrer  yel  haviog  otcb 
told  Sir  John,  although  Z  gave  hioii  my  fiili  ooofideiice  in 
dl  other  things ;  nor  had  I  even,  under  my  present  aggrm* 
vatios,  io^pMted  it,  or  neaiit;— that  after  such  genenuis 
ooadsct  on  my  part,  I  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  she 
proposed  to^AcTM^  by  persecuting  me;  that  I  was  afflicted 
at  being  so  placed  in  dM  •piniou  of  a  good  woman,  like 
Mrs.  Vemon,  and  who  was  free  to  say  what  she  pleased 
upon  thejubject  eveiy  viere;  that  it  was  half  as  bad  to  be 
$k»ugki  ill  of  as  to  deserve  it;  and  that  I  would  wait  upon 
Mrs.  Vernon,  and  detail  to  her  m  circumstantial  account  of 
every  thing  which  had  occurred  since  I  had  known  her 
'Royal  Highness ;  and  I  would  ucquaint  my  husband  and 
liuaily  with  the  same,  and  leave  them,  and  the  circle  of 
my  friends,  to  judge  betwixt  her  Royal.  Highness  and 
myself;  that  I  would  not  lie  under  an  imputation  of  hav- 
ing done  wrong;  and  I  took  my  leave  of  her  Rojal 
Highness  for  ever,  only  first  regretting  1  had  ever  known 
|ier,  and  thankful  to  be  emancipated  from  Montagu^ 
House^  atid  that  she  owed  it  to  me  to  have^  at  least,  dis- 
missed me  in  a  civil  manner,  by  her  own  Jumdi".  This 
letter  her  Royal  Highness^  returned  unopened ;  but,  from 
lis  appearance,  I  had  strong  reason  to  beUeve  she  had 
jcad  it.  1  was  resolved,  however,  if  she  had  not,  she 
should  be  taught  better,  as  she  might  not  treat  any  other 
person  so  ill  as  she  had  me,  and  my  mind  was  bent  upon 
^Making  to  Mrs,  Vernon ;  I  was  nearly  certun,  if  I  wrote 
to  Mrs.  Vernon,  the  Princess  would  make  bar  send,  mf 
Jetter  back,  and  dierefere  I  wrote  Mrs.  Vitigerald  nearly 
a  copy  of  what  I  sent  her  Royal  Hi|^mess,  and  called 
upon  ber,  as  she  had  beeu  always  present,  to  .my,  if  she 
-ever  saw  any  thing  in  my  behaviour  to  josdfy  any  rude* 
ness  towards  me:  that  I  was  precisely  what. die  jP^cesa 
found  me,  when  the  Princess  walked  up  to  her  kneei,  im 
tnoTO  to  seek  my  acquaintance,  and  precisely  the  same  in^ 


dkidml  vhom  die  had  ikonifiki  worthy  of  die  tlfODgfui 
proofs  of  her  frieadshipi  tilil  yNhosi6  lying-ki  she  had'at^ 
tended  in  so  partieiilur  t  manner,  and  bad  thbii^t  ¥H>lrtbj 
of  shedding  tears  over;  that  her  Rojal  Htghntsa  had 
tho«ight  proper  to  confide  in  me  a  seoret^  of  Tety  simeai 
impofUince  to  herself;  and  I  ^ould  ae^  aftar  acting  ni 
At  most  honoiirdble  manner  to  ^,  be  dismissed  by  a 
iady  in  waiting ;  and  I  meant  to  bb  at  Montague  Housa^ 
and  have  a  iatisiactory  coo^Nsraation  with  Mrs.  Vernon  { 
and  therefore  she  vroidd  be  ao  good  as  afc^paiiit  her  Royd 
Highness  vridi  the  cbnients  of  my  letter^  or '  hjr  it  before 
her  Royal  Highness.  Mrs.  Fitegerald  sent  baefca  coo^ 
fused  note,  sayingy  she  eould  not  shew  the  Phriacess  aty 
letter,  uidess  die  waa  called  ilpon ;  and  when  she 'opened 
it  her  diieppoinlment  was  great,  for  she  expected  to  have 
fennd  liespeietfol  in^miies  after  her  Reyal  Highness'e 
finger  (iriiieh  was  hurt  when  she  went  to  see  Mn  Canning)^ 
and  >diaC  I  mic^t  iniike  my  mind  easy,  as  ladietf  ill  waiting 
never  rqpeated  any  thing;  and  she  was  astomshed  I  had 
thit>wn  out  such  a  hint.  A  day  or  two  after,  a  note  was 
aeQt  to  Sir  John,  as  !if  noAiog  had  happen^,  requeiting 
him  to  go  to  Moal^ue  Houses  The  servant  who  hrdiight 
UchoveMis.  Vernon  from  fiiaeUieath  home  to'herowa 
hoose  in  town,  and  I  haveno doubt  it  vriU  be  fottnjd(if 
impii^  is  made)  that  Mrs.  Venioa  was  put  pietmitpreiy 
oOt  of  her  waiting,  lest  I  AouH  explmn  with  her.  Sir 
John  obeyed  her  Royal  Highnesses  summons,  and  shf 
recmUliim  in  the  most  graeious  pleasant  manner,  tak<» 
ing  «i  much  itatins  to  please  sind  flatter  him  suw  as  rise  had 
formerly  done  by' me,  and  begsna  eonversattion  with  him 
relatiee  to  a  General  Innes,  of  the  Marines,  whom  Ae 
iAdiiindty  draught  proper,  with  many  others,  to  put  Vfcm 
the  r^ired  list;  she  exprest  an  ardent  desire  to  get  that 
officer'  reiastatad,  aod  coBsulled  Sir  Johik>  as  belonging .  to 
Ae  same  coq^^  how  she  eotdd  accomplidi  sach  an  under* 
takii^.    Sir  lohn  listened  to  her  attentively,  and '  made 


ker  short  and  veiy  polite  answers,  flcqumndng.faer  Ao 
such  thing  was  ever  done.  *  She  tb^o  said  she  must  speak 
to  Lord  Melville  about  it,  as  it  was  a  bard  case*  The  lan^ 
cheoQ  was  then  announced,  and  she  ordered  Sir  John  to 
attend' herself  and  the  ladies.  Sir  John  found  Mrs.  Ver- 
non was  sent  off,  and  a  lady  was  there  whom  he  did  not 
know,  but  thought  was  Lady  Carnarvon*  When  they 
were  all  seated  Sir  John  remained  on  bis  legs,  and  she 
looked  anxiously  at  him,  and  -  said,.  ^  My  dear  Sir  Johoi 
sit  down  and  eat."  He  bowed,  with  distant  re^)ect,  and 
said,  he  could  not  eat ;  that  he  was  desirous:  of  returning  to 
town;  and  if  her  Royal  Highness -had  no  further  business 
with  him,  he  would  beg  .leave  togo.  The^  Princess:  looked 
quite  disconcerted,  and  said.  What  not  eat  any  thin^,  not 
sit  down;  pray  take  a  glass  of  wine  ifaen^  He  bowed 
sigain  as  before,  and  repeated  that  he  ceald  neither  eat 
nor  drink.  Well  then,- she  said,  **  Come  again  soon,  my 
dear  Sir  John;  always  glad  to  see  you."  >Sir.  John  made 
no  reply,  bowed,  and  left  the  room.  -  I  now  received,,  by 
the  twopenny  post,  a  long  anonymdUs  letter,-  written  «by  diis 
restless  mischievous  person,  the  Princess  of  Wales,  ki 
which,  in  language  which  any  one  who  had  ever  faeaid 
her  speak,  would  have  known  to  be  hers,  she  calied  fine  all 
kind  of  names,  impudent,  silly ^  wretched,  ungriLteful,  and 
illiteral  (meaning  illiterate),  she  tells  me  to  take 'Mo^,:  and 
it  will  mend  my  iU  temper ,  &c.  8cc.  &c.  and  says,  die  is  .  a 
person  high  in  this  government,  and  has  often  an.oppor* 
tunity  of  *  freely  with  His  Majesty,  and.  she  thinks  .  my 
conduct  authorizes  her  to  tell  him  off^  and  that  she  cis  |nj 
only^  true  and  integer  friend*  Such  is  the  spirit  of  this  foi- 
reigner,  which  would  have  disgraced  a  house^maid  to  have 
written,  and  it  encloses  a  fabricated  anonymous  letter,  wbidi 
sbe  pretends  to  have  received,  and  upon  which  she  ^  built . 
her  doubts  and  disapprobation  of  me  as, it  advises  her  not 
to-tnist  me,  for  that  I  am  indiscreet,  and  tell  every,  body 
tliat  .the  child  she  took  from  Deptford,  was  her  own* 
•  SoJn  the  authenticated  copy;  some  word  feems  omittefl* 
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The  whole  ^cooitructioa  of  both  these  epistles,'  from  be^ 
giofiing  to  end,  are  evideotly  that  of  a  foreigner,  and  a 
very  ignorant  one,  and  the  vulgarity  of  it  is  altogether 
quite  shocking*    In  one  part  she  exclaims  that  she  did 
not  think  I  shonld  have  had  the  impudence  to  come  on  her 
dow*  again,  and  tells  me  'tis  for  my  being  indiscreet,  and 
not  having,  allowed  her  to  call  nie  a  liar,  that  she  treats'  me 
thus,  and  that  I  Would  do  well  to  remember  the  story  of 
Henry  the  EightKs  Queen,  and  JLady  Douglas.    I  was  in- 
stantly satisfied  it  was  froov  her  Royal  Highness  the  Prin- 
cess  of  Wales,   and  that.Mrs«  Fitzgerald  had  shewn  her 
my  leitfsr^  and  this  was  heriiKiswer  to  it.    I  immediately 
parried  it  to  Sir  John  Douglas,  who  said  he  was  sure  it 
came  from  the  Princess,  and  he  ^ewed  it  to  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  whpsaidj  every,  word  «ind  expression,  in  it  were 
those  which  the  Princess  of  Wales  constantly  used.     Sir 
John  desired  me  now  to  give  him  a  full  explanation  of 
what  her^Rovfil  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  had  con« 
fided  tome,  and  whether  I  had  ever:  mentioned  it.    I 
gave  him  my  solemn  word  of  honour  it  had  never  passed 
my  lip>s,  and  I  wa^  only  now  going  to. utter  it  nt  his  posi-i 
tive  desire.    That  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Walea  told  ipe  she  was  with  child,  and  that  it  came  to 
life  at, Lady  Willoqghby's,  that  if  she  was  discovered/  she 
would  give  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  credit;  for  she  slept 
at  Carlton  House  twice  the  ye^r  she  was  pregnant;  that 
she  often  spoke  of  her  situation,,  compared  herself  and 
me  to  Mary  ^nd  Elizabeth,  and  told  me  when  she  shewed 
nie  the  child,  that  it  was  the  little  boy  she  had  two  daj's 
after  I  last  saw  her^  that  was  the  30tb  of  October ;  there- 
fore her  son  was  born  upon  the  1st  of  November,  and  I 
take  a  retrospect  view;  of  things  after  I  knew  the  day  of 
his  birth,  and  found  her  Royal  Highness  must  have  gone 
down  stairs  and  dined  with  alt  the  Chancellors  about  the 
fourth -^y  after  she^  was  delivered, ^  with  the  intention,  if 
diifcoveiied,  of  bjiv^ng  them  all  to  ^ay  they  dined  with  het 
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flagraDtlthingsy  I  wrote  the  under-written  note,  and  ptii  it 
into  the  Post  Office,  directed  to  herself. 

'*  Madam, 

''  I  received  your  former  anonymous  letter  safe ;  also 
'^  your  two  last,  with  drawings. 

"  lam,  Madam, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  "  CHARLOTTE  DOUGLAS.' 

It  appears  evident  that  her  Royal  Highness  receive4 
tills  safe,.and  felt  how  she  had  committed  herself^  for,  in- 
stead of  returning  it  in  the  old  style,  shie  sent  for  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  and  requested  him  to  send 
for  Sir  Sidney,  and  by  the  post  Sir  Sidney  received  an  apo^ 
nymous  letter,  saying,  the  writer  of  that  wished  for  no  civil 
dissent  ions,  and  that  there  seldom  was  a  difference,  where, 
if  the  parties  wished  it,  they  could  not  arrange  matters. 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  brought  this  curious  letter  to  $hew  Sir 
John,  and  we  were  all  satisfied  it  was  from  Her  Royal 
Highness,  who,  thinking  Sir  Sidney  and  Sir  John  might, 
by  this  time,  be  cutting  each  other's  throats,  sent  very  gTa-r 
ciously  to  stop  them  ;  in  short,  she  called  them  civil  die- 
sentions.  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  being 
employed  to  negotiate,  sent  for  Sidney  Smith,  and  ac- 
quainted him,  that  he  was  desired  by  her  Royal  High- 
nes$  to  say,  that  she  would  see  Sir  Sidney  Smith  iii  the 
counse  of  a  few  dj|ys,  .provided^  when  be  came  to  her,  he 
avoided  all  disagreeable  discussion^  whatsoev(sr.  Hk 
RoyaJ  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent  then  sought  frona  Sir 
Sidney  an  explanation  of  the  matter;  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
then  gave  the.  Duke  of  Kent  a  full  detail  of  circums^tances^ 
and  ended  by  saying,  ''  We  all  could,  aad  wjould^  swear 
,lhe  drawings  and  words  contained  in  tiiose  covefs,  wer^ 
written  by  the  Princess  of  Wales ;  for,  as  if  she  were  fully 


\o  convict  henelf,  die  had  sealed  ont  of  die  covers  witli 
the  identical  seal  she  had  used  upon  the  cover,  when  she 
summoned  Sir  John  to  luncheon  at  Montague  House. 
His  Rojal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  finding  what  a 
scrape  she  had  entangled  herself  in,  exclaimed  *^  Abomi- 
nable !  foolish !  to  be  sure ;  but  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  as  thi9 
matter,  if  it  makes  a  noise,  maj  distress  His  Majesty,  and 
be  injurious  to  his  health,  I  wish  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Douglas  would  (at  least  for  the  present)  try  to  forget  it; 
and  if  my  nuiking  them  a  visit  would  be  agreeable,  and 
soothe  their  minds,  I  will  go  with  all  my  heart,  though  I 
am  not  yet  acquainted  with  them,  and  I  will  speak  fully 
to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  point  out  to  her  the  danger 
of  doing  such  things ;  but,  at  all  events,  it  would  be  very 
ilijurious  to  His  Mfgesty's  health,  if  it  came  to  his  ears  just 
now/'  Sir  Sidney  Smith. came  from  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  pf  Kent  to  us,  and  delivered  His  Royal  High- 
nesses, message*  Sir  John  declined  all  negociation ;  but 
told  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  that  be  was  empowered  to  say  to 
the  Duke  of  Kent  from  him,  that  of  whatsoever  extent  he 
might"*  his   injuries,  and   however   anxious   he 

m^bt  be  to  j»eek  justice,  yet  when  he  received  such  an 
intimation  from  one  of  the  Royal  Family,  he  would  cer- 
tainly pause  before  he  took  any  of  those  measures  he  meapt 
to  take ;  and  if  that  was  the  case,  and  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Kent  was  desirous  of  his  being  quiet,  lest 
His  Majesty's  health  or  peace  might ,  be  disturbed  by  it, 
his  duty,  and  his  attachment  to  his  Sovereign  were  so  sin- 
ctere^  that  he  would  bury  (for  the  present)  his  private  ca- 
la^Diity,  for  the  sake  of  His  Ma|e8ty's  repose  and  the  pub- 
lic gpod ;  but  he  begged  to  be  clearly  understood,  that  he 
did  not  mean4o  bind  himself  hereafter,  but  reserve  to  him- 
self a  full  right  of  exp<Miing  the  Prince^  of  Wales,  when 
-he  ju%ed  it  mq^ht  be  done  with  greatest  effect,  and  when 
it  w^^not  likely  lo  disturb  the  repose  of  this  country. 

*  S*i9l||caatliCBlic«tedcopy.. 
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Sir  SidMy  Smiih  toM  us  llmt  he  h»A  d^lWered  Sir  John% 
mtMfi^,  i>erbatifn,  t6  the  Duke  of  Kent;  itnd,  a  short 
tiifie  nfterwardsi    Hli  Royal    Highheii  c6ininhiM^d    9fr 
John  and  Sir  Sidtiey  to  dine  With  him  at  Kensington  Pa- 
late;  but  the  Doke  of  Kent  di^  not  tpekk  to  Sir  John 
tKpon  the  tabject,  and  the   matter  rested  there,  and  wonitt 
hkVtt  slept  for  a  tiine^  had  not  the  Prmcess  of  Wales  re- 
eommenced  a  fresh  torrent  of  outrage  aghidst  Sir  Jofab ; 
and  had  he  ls6t  discovered,  that  she   >4ras  att^uiiptinfig  to 
undermine  bi^  aiid   Lady  Douglas's  character.    Sh-  John, 
therefore,  was  compelled  to  communicate  his  sKuatibn  to 
hi^  Royal   Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  hn  order  thttt 
ht  might  acquaint  the  Royal  Fatoily  of  the  manner  the 
Princcbs  of  Wales  mtSis  proceeding  in,  and  tb  ckim  Rls 
MajestyVt  and  the  Hi^ir  Apparent's  protection.    His  Hojtel 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  vrith  that  goodu^  and  tbti- 
^eration  Sir  ;, John  expected  froni  Uia,  hka  ibfonh^  hts 
Royiil  Highness  the  Iprince  of  Whales,  \vho  setit  Sir  John 
iHrord  that  ''  He  desired  to  Mv^  a  full  detail  of  kll  that 
passed   during  their  licquaititance  With  ^her  Rbyal  tii^ 
Bess  the  Princess  of  Wiles,  and  how  they  became  known 
^  her,  it  appearing  to  the  Heir  Apparent,  A-oA  the  i^ 
jpresentation  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Su^ex, 
fhat  his    Majesty's   dearest   intei^ts,  and    thoie  of  this 
(country^  Were  vei^  deeply  involved  in  the  questioti ;  HSs 
Royal  Highness  the    Prince   6f  Wkte^  has    coaimandi^ 
^em  to  be  vey  circumstililtiil  ih   their  detail   respecting 
all  they  may  know  relative  tb  the  child  the  Princess  of 
Wales  affected  to  adopt.    Sir  John  ai^d  Lady  Dottglas  re- 
peat, that,  being  so  called  upon,  they  feel  it  th^ir  duty  to 
detail  what  they  know,  for  the  information   of  fiis  Mil- 
j^sty  and  the  Prince  of  Wal^,  and  they  hkve  so  dotie,  iu 
upon    oath,    after    having  very  seriously    consider^   ffie 
matter,  and  are  ready  to  authenticate  whatever  they  haie 
said,  if  it  should  be  required,  for  His  Majesty's  Airther 
information.    I  have  dra^  up  tbil  detail  in  the>  best  man- 
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ner  I  could ;  and  fear,  from  my  pever  having  before  at* 
tempted  a  thing  of  the  kind,  it  will  be  full  of  errors,  and 
being  much  fatigued  from  writing  of  it,  from  the  original^ 
in  eight  and  forty  hours,  of  the  facts  contained  therein,  I 
bsU^^e  they  are  conr^ct :  I  am  ready  to  assert,  in  tl^e  nunl 
^Q^fiin  maiu)^,  that  I  know  them  ail  to  be  truci. 

(Signed)      CHARLOTTE  DOUGLAS. 

JOHN  DOUGLAS. 


In  the  presence  of 
^UQUSTUS  FREDERICK. 

Greenwich  Parjc,  bee*  S,  1805. 

Copies  of  all  the  Papers  alluded  to  in  this  defaul  ar^  i^ 
th^  If^pds  of  hi$  Iloyal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

(Signed)  JOHN  DOUGLAS. 

> 
In  the  presence  of 

AVGUSTUS  FREDERICK. 
A  fmp  Ci9|>j, 

3.  Bloomfield. 

A  true  Copy, 

/•  Beeket. 

\^  Smk  Jugu^,  1806. 
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(No.  2.) 

Narrative  ofOte  Duke  of  Kent. 

TO  introduce  the  followitig  relation,  it  is  necessary  far 
me  to  premise  that,  on  entering  the  Prince  of  Wales's  bed- 
room, where  our  interriew  took  place,  my  Brother,  after 
dismissing  his  attendants,  'laid  to  me,  that  some  circom- 
stances  had  come  to  bis  knowledge,  with  respect  to  a 
transaction  with  the  Princess  of  Wales,  in  which  he  found 
that  /  had  been  a  party  concerned  ;  that  if.  he  had  not 
placed  the  most  entire  reliance  on  my  attachment  to  him, 
and,  hew^s  pleased  to  add,  on  the  well-known  upright- 
ness of  my  character  and  principles,  he  should  certainly 
have  felt  himself  in  no  small  degree  offended,  at  having 
learnt  the  facts  alluded  to  from  others,  and  not,  in  the 
first  instance,  from  me,  which  he  conceived  himself  every 
way  entitled  to  expect  but  more  especially  from  that  foot- 
ing of  confidence  on  which  he  had  ever  treated  me  through 
life;  but,  that  being  fully  satisfied  my  explanation  of  the 
matter  would  prove,  that  he  was  not  wrong  in  theopinion 
he  had  formed  of  the  honourable  motives  tb«^  had  ac- 
tuated me  in  observing  a  silence  with  regard  to  Aim  upon 
the  subject;  he  then  was  anxiously  waiting  for  me  to  pro- 
ceed with  a  narrative,  his  wish  to  hear  which,  he  was  sure 
he  had  only  to  express,  to  ensure  my  immediate  acqui- 
escence with  it.  The  Prince  then  gave  ine  bis  hand, 
assuring  me  he  did  not  feel  the  smallest  degree  of  displea- 
sure towards  me,  and  proceeded  to  introduce  the  sub- 
ject upon  which  he  required  information;  when,  feeling  it 
a  duty  I  owed  him,  to  withhold  from  his  knowledge  no 
part  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  -it  that  I  could 
bring  back  to  my  recollection,  I  related  the  facts  to  him, 
as  nearly  as  I  can  remember  in  the  following  words : 

'^  About  a  twelvemonth  since,  or  thereabouts,  (for  I 
"  cannot  speak  positively  to  the  exaet  date,)  I  received  a 
"  note  from  the  Princess  of  Wales,  by  which  she  requested' 


tt 

t€ 
€t 
tt 


9S 

^*  me  to  come  over  to  Blackheath^  in  order  to  assist  her 
''  in  arranging  a  disagreeable  matter  between  her,  Sir^Sid- 
''  ney  Smith,  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  the  particulars 
^'  of  which  she  would  relate  to  me  when  I  should  call.  I, 
**  in  consequence  waited  upon  her,  agreeable  to  Her  de« 
''  sire,  a  day  or  two  after,  when  she  commenced  the  con- 
''  versation  by  telling  me,  that  she  supposed  I  knew  she 
had,  at  one  time  lived  with  Lady  Douglas  on  a  footing 
of  intimacy,  but  that  she  had  had  reason  afterwards  to 
repent  having  made  her  acquaintance,  and  was  there- 
fore rejoiced  when  she  left  Rlackheath  for  Plymouth,  as 
*^  she  conceived  that  circumstance  would  break  off  all 
^  farther  communication  between  her  and  that  Lady ; 
^  that,  however,  contrary  to  her  expectation,  upon  the 
''  return  of  Sir  John  and  her  from  Plymouth  to  London, 
''  Lady  Douglas  had  called  and  left  her  name  twice  or 
''  three  times,  notwithstanding  she  must  have  seen  that 
''  admission  was  refused  her ;  that  having  been  confirmed 
''  in  the  opinion  she  had  before  had  occasion  to  form  of 
**  her  Ladyship,  by  an  anonymous  letter  she  had  receiv- 
'' ed,  in  which  she  was  very  strongly  cautioned  against 
*'  renewing  her  acquaintance  with  her,  both  as  being  un« 
''  worthy  of  her  confidence,  from  the  liberties  she  had 
**  allowed  herself  to  take  with  the  Princess's  name,  and 
**  the  lightness  of  her  character,  she  had  felt  herself  ob- 
**  liged,  as  Lady  Douglas  would  not  take  the  hint  that 
**  her  visits  were]  not  wished  for,  to  order  Miss  Vernon 
*^  to  write  her  a  note,  specifically  teliing  her,  that  they 
''  would  in  future  be  dispensed  with ;  that  the  conse-' 
**  quence  of  this  had  been  an  application  through  one  of 
''  her  ladies,  in  the  joint  names  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  Sii- 
<'  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  for  an  audience,  to  require 
''  an  explanation  of  this,  which  they  considered'as  an  af- 
''  front;  and  that  being  determined  not  to  grant  it,  or  to 
''  suffer  any  unpleasant  discussion  upon  the  subject^  she 
'^  entreated  me  to  take  whatever  steps  I  might  judge  best 


''  tQ  pilt  m  tD4  to  t|^  matter,  ap^  rid  )ier  of  all  f|ic(bec 
''  lifoubl^  at>Qut  it.  i;  stated,  ia  x^ly,  that  I  had  oo 
''  HQ<^)«dge  pf  either  Sir  Joho  or  Lady  Douglas,  aod 
''  therefore  could  not,  ia  the^r<^  instance^  address  n^self 
'^  tp  ^A^;  but  that  I  h^d  so/7<e  acquaintance  with  SurSid- 
''  pey  Smith,  and  if  the  Princess  was  aot  averse  to  that 
**  cbaDQel,  I  would  try  what  I  could  in  that  way  effect.— r 
'^  This  beiug  assented  to  by  the  Princess,  I  took  9jr 
"  )e#ve,  ^nd  iinmedi|ttely  on  my  retorii  home,  wrote  « 
Qote  to  Sir  Sidney,  requestitig  him  to  call  upon  me  aa 
9po^  ^9  he  coiivenientiy  could,  as  {  had  some  bu«ines9 
to  ap^ak  to  him  upon.  Sir  Sidney,  in  consequence^ 
'f  calif  d  on  m^  (I  thipk)  the  next  day,  when  I  related  to 
'^  him  the  conversation,  as  ab9v^  stated,  that  I  had  bad 
''  with  (^e  Pri^cefs.  After  bei^ring  ^|I  I  h^d  tp  say,  he 
*^  obff ryed,  th^t  ih^  Princess,  in  stating  tq  me,  that  her 
'<  prphihition  to  Lady  Doagla.s  to  cepeat  her  visits  ^t 
'^  SJA^i^b^atb,  had  led  to  the  application  for  ^ti  audience 
of  her  Bpyal  Highpess,  b^d  kept  from  m^  the  r$al 
<^i^s?  why  h^9  ^  wdl  as  Sir  Johp  and  L^y  Dougkf 
'f  h^d  ip^^e  it,  as  it  origii^^ted  in  ^  most  scandjalous  ano- 
'f  r)ya)QUs  \^tt^h  <^f  <l  nature  calculated  to  set  on  Sir  John 
^^mdhipE^  W  Pt^t  each  other'^  thrpat^,  which  frpp^  the 
'f  h.^nd7i^ritiiig  ^n4  ^il^^  th/9y  v)rere  both  fully  convince^ 
''  ifr.a^  t))^  pro|d^q|ipi9  pf  the  Princess  herself.  I  nj^tur^I; 
^<  ^^pre^^d  nay  ?^pjijpien.t^  upon  sijch  ponduct,  on  th^ 
^*-  p^jfi  pf  tb^  Pr^nc(?$s,  in  terms  of  tli/s  ^trop^est  animad- 
'^  yflrsipp ;  bjutj  nevertheless,  anxious  to  .ay old  the  sbamer 
'^  In),  jiplat  y^hiph  tl)e  publication  pfsuch  a  fuct  to  the. 
*f  W^M^d  i9^f ^  p^'od^pce ;  the  effect^  wl^ich  it  coming  tp 
'^  ihe  KiRgV  knpwjpds^  womIcJ  prpbably  have  on  hif 
'^  b/9fiUh,  frQi)a  ti^j?  dl^licate  ^tatjs  of  hi^  perves,  and  all  th,^ 
''  a4ditipQ$4  .n»i^i)PfljB^t^pf]ipgs  between  }ik  Majesty  an^ 
*f  t\f§  Pripce,  which/  I  fpresa^  would  ipevitably  folbw^ 
'^  If  ef^  this  fapt,  which  woyld  give  tb^  Pripge  so  powerful 
y  ji  bspdie  tp  e^presjs  his  feelings  ppop  thp  copntenanqe 
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ftb^wo  by  the  King  to  the  Princess,  at'  a  time  when  I 
knew  him  to  be  severely  wounded  by  His  Majesty's  vi« 
sits  to  Blackheath,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  reports  he 
''  had  received  of  the  Princess's  conduct  on  tW  other,  to 
''  be  brought  to  light,  I  felt  it  my  bounden  duty,  as  an 
''  honest  man,  to  urge  all  these  arguments  with  Sir  Sidney 
**  Smith  in  the  most  forcible  manner  I  was  master  of; 
''  adding  also,  as  a  further  oly'ect,  worthy  of  the  most  se- 
^^  rious  consideration,  the  danger  of  any  appearance  of 
''  ili-blood  in  the  Family  at  such  an  eventful  crisis,  and 
'^  to  press  upon  -his  mind  the  necessity  of  his  uising  his 
best  endeavours  with  Sir  John  Douglas,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  provocation  that  had  been  given  them,  to 
induce  him  to  let  the  matter  drop,  and  pursue  it  no 
'^  further.  Sir  Sidnev  observed  to  me,  that  l^ir  ^ohn 
'^  Douglas  was  a  man,  whom,  when  once  he  had  talc^n  a 
line,  from  a  ^principle  of  honour,  it  was  very  di%cu]t 
to  peifsuade  to  depart  from  it;  however,  as  he  thought, 
'*  that  if  amf  man  could  prevail  upon  him,  he  might  jflatter 
*^'  himself  with  being  the  most  likely  to  persuade  him, 
''from  the  weight  he  had  with  him;  he  would  imme- 
diately try  how  far  he  could  gain  upon  him,  by  making 
lis^e  6f  those  arguments  I  had  brought  forward  to  induce 
him  to  drop  the  matter  altogether.  About  four  c^  five 
days  after  this,  Sir  Sidney  called  upon  me  again,  and  in- 
formed me,  that  upon  making  use  with  Sir  JdHn  'of 
''  those  reasons,  which  I  had  authbri^ed  his  Stating  to  be' 
*'  those,  by  which  I  was  actuated  in  making  the  requesty 
''  that  he  would  not  press  the  business  further,  he  had  ndt 
"  been  able  to  resist  their ^orce;  but  that  the  whole  ex- 
"  tent  of  promise  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  of  him, 
''  amounted  to  no  more,  than  ttllit  Ae  wottid,  ^Uni^-kcisU 
''  ing  circumstances  remain  quiet^  if  left  unmolested ;  for 
"  that  he  would  not  pledge  himself  not  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject forward  hereafter,  when  the  same  motive  might  no 
longer  operate  to  keep  him  silent.    This  result  I  com* 
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municated,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection^  the  follow* 
iDg  day  to  the  Princess,  wh«  seemed  satisfied  with  it ; 
''  and  from  that  day  to  the  present  one  (Nov.  10,  1805),> 
^*  I  nerer  have  beard  the  subject  named  again  in  any 
^'  shape,  until  called  upon  by  the  Prince  to  make  known 
''  to  Aim  the  circumstances  of  this  transaction,  as  far  as  I 
^'  could  bring  them  to  my  recollection." 

And  now^  having  fulfilled  what  the  Prince  wished  me 
to  do,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  in  case  hereafter  any 
one,  by, whom  a  narrative  of  all  the  circumstances,  as  re- 
lated by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  of  whom  I  was  in- 
formed by  my  Brother,  subiequent  to  our  conversation, 
should  imagine,  that  I  knew  more  of  them  than  I  have 
herein  stated,  I  hereby  spontaneously  declare,  that  what  I 
have  written,  is  the  whole  extent  of  what  I  was  apprized 
of;  and  had  the  Princess  thought  proper  to  inform  me  of 
what,  in  the  narrative  of  the  information  given  by  Sir 
John  and  Lady  Douglas,  is  attended  to,  I  should  have  felt 
myself  obliged  to  decline  all  interference  in  the  business ; 
and  to  have,  at  the  same  time,  stated  to  her,  that  it  would 
be  ioipossible  for  me  to  keep  a  matter  of  such  importance 

from  the  knowledge  of  the  Prince. 

'.  ■  <  ■ 

(Signed)  EDWARD. 

December  £7,  1805. 

A  true  Copy, 

B.  Bloan^eld. 

A  true  Copy, 

J,  Beeket. 

WJ^dmU,  £gth  August,  liOO. 
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(No.  3.) 

For  the  Purpose  of  confirming  the  Statement, 
made  by  Lady  Douglas,,  of  the  Circum* 
stances  mentioned  in  her  Narrative,  the 
jfoUowing  Examinations  have  been  taken, 
and  which  have  been  signed  by  the  several 

.    Persons  who  have  been  examined. 


SARAH  LAMPERT. 

N.  B*  This  witntMs  was  not  examined  by  the  Cammis^ 
Honers ;  at  least y  no  Copy  of  any  Estamination  of  her^s  was 
transmitted  with  the  other  Papers ;  land  no  observation  is 
made  in  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  or  in  the  answer 
of  Her  Royal  Highness  upon  her  Examinations,  It  has, 
therefore,  been  thought  that  there  was  no  necmdiy  fsir.  pub^ 
Ushing  them. 

There  are  two  of  them;  one  dated  at  Cheltenham,  ^th 
January,  1806  ;  the  other  with  no  date  of  place,  but  dated 
t9th  March,  1806. 


MR.  WM.  LAMPERT. 

N.  B.  The  same  observations  apply  to  Mr.  Wlliam 
hamperVs  Examination,  as  to  those  of  his  Wife,^  with  this 
additional^  circumstance,  that  the  whole  of  his  Examination 
ismere  hearsay. 

*0 


llth  Jamua^,  1806. 
WILLIAM  COLE 

Hat  been  wi^h  the  Prin/ce  For  21  jean  in  this  fnoodi ; 
he  went  with  the  Princess  on  her  marriage^  and  remained 
till  ApKtl,  UOS. 

la  1801,  he  8ajrs»  be  ht^  ceaioa  to  be  diciatiififid  witk 
the  Princess'^  ponduct.  During  the  lattec  part  of  ^hfit  year 
be  has  «een  Mr.  Canning,  several  times,  alone  with  th« 
Princess,  in  a  room  adjoining  to  the  drawing-room,  for  an 
hour  or  two,  of  which  the  company  took  notice. 

In  January  1802,  Sir  Stdaey  frequently  came  to  din* 
with  the  Princess,  and  ^tt&r  intimacy  became  familiar ; 
he  has  frequently  (^ined  f  nd  sapped  at  the  House,  and 
when  the  Ladies  have  retired,  about  eleven  o'clock,  he  hat 
known  Sir  Sidnjey  remain  aloiit  with  the  PrinceBs  ad  henr 
^two  afilerif ards ;  \\i$  suspicions  increased  very  much; 
i^id,  one  nigbti  ffbout  twelve  o'clock,  he  siipW  a  person 
wrapped  up  in  #  great  coat,  go  across  the  park,  itfko  th« 
l^tp  tQ  th^  greep  limse,  and  he  verily  believes  it  wi|^  Sk 
Sidney. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1802,  the  Princess  ordered 
some  sandwiches,  which  Cole  took  into  the  drawitig- 
room,  where  he  found  Sir  Sidney  talking  to  the  Prineeas ; 
he  sat  down  the  sandwiches,  and  retired.  Iq  a  short  time 
he  went  again  into  the  room,  when  he  found  the  Gentle- 
man and  Lady  sitting  close  together,  in  so  familiar  a 
posture  as  to  alarm  him  veiy  much,  which  he  expressed 
by  a  start  back,  and  a  look  at  the  gentleman.  He  dates 
his  dismissal  from  this  circumstance ;  for,  about  'a  fcirt- 
sigbt  afterwards,  he  was  sent  for  by  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
who  told  hiffl  'be  bad  seen  the  Princess  «t  Court  the  day 
before ;  that  'she  had  express(rd  the  greati^t  regard  for 
him,  aiid  that  she  intended  to  do  something  for  htm^  ^ 
employing  him,  as  a  confidential  person,  to  do  her  little 
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mitlten  in  towD;  and  his  attendaiice  at  Mbntagae  Honte 
would  not  be  required;  He  received  this  intinrntioa  with* 
much  coDcern ;  but  said.  Her  Royal;  Highnesses  pleasure 
must  govern  him. 

.^  H«  saysy  that  tfaje  cordiality  between  the  Priipicess  and 
Lady  D.  was  very  soon  brought  a.bout ;  and,  he  sopposar 
on  Sir  Sidney's  aci^ount ;  that  the  Princess  frequently  went 
across  the;  Heath  to  Lady  D.  where  she  has  stayed  till  |ate 
ia  the  evening,  aud  that,  sometimes.  Lady  D,  and  Sir  Sidr 
aey  have  come  with  the  Princess  to  Montague  Hpuse^late- 
in  the  evening,  when  they  have  sopped. 

Sometime  after  he  had  left  Montague  Housej  he  ^ent 
down,  when  he  spoke  to  Fanny  Lloyd,  and  asked  her- 
how  things  went  on  amongst  them ;  she  said,  she  wifihed^ 
he  had  remained  amongst  them ;  there  was  strange  goings 
on; — ^that  Sir  Sidney  was  frequently  there;  and  that  one 
day,  when  Mary  Wilson  supposed  the  Princess  to  be  gone 
io^p  the  libraqr>  vbe  went  into  the  bed^rponiy  where  she 
found  a  man  at  breakfast  with  the  Princess ;   that  tbecf 
was  a  great  to  do  about  it;   and  that  Mary  Wilson  was- 
«worn  to  secrecy,  and  threatened  to  be  turned  away  if  she 
divulged  what  she  had  seen. 

He  does  not  know  much  of  what  passed  at  Margate  m 
1803. 

In  1804,  the  Princess  was  at  Southend,  where  Fanny: 
Lloyd  also  was ;  when  Oole  saw  her  after  her  return,  he 
asked  how  they  had  gone  on ;  she  said,  ''  Delightful 
•doings^  always  dn  shlp-boaord,.:  or  thi  Captsain  at  oar. 
hoiise."     . 

She  told  hiai>  that  one  e^Kening,  when  all  were  svpposed 
ta  be  m  btd^  Mrit  Lisle  met  a  man  in  the  passage;  but 
no  alaim  vm$  n^de — this  Was  Captain  Manby;  hewaa 
constantly  in  the  house.  Mr.  CkAe  says,  that  Mrs* 
Sander  Imowaevery  thing ;  that  she  has  appeared  in  great 
rasa  mn  OMtiy  ocduioDs^  and  has  sidd  to  lii»|.  the 
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JPriaeets  it  an  altered  woman ;  be  believes  Sander  to  be  a 
Ttry  respectable  woman. 

He  tajB,  that  be  believes  Roberts  to  be  an  bonest  man ; 
tbat  Roberts  bas  said  to  bim — (A%  Roberts  himself  was 
examined  by  the  Commissioners,  and  his  deposMon  is  givess 
f n  Appendix  A.  No.  B,  what  Cole  says  he  heard  him  say, 
is  omitted  here.) 

That  Arthur,  the  gardener,  is  ^  decent  man,  but  does 
not  know  if  he  is  privy  to  any  thing. ' 

That  Bidgood  is  a  deaf  qoiet  man,  but  thinks  he  has  not 
been  confidentially  trusted. 

That  Mrs.  Gosden  was  nurse  to  the  childy  and  was  al- 
vi^ays  np-stairs  with  it ;  sbe  is  a  respectable  woman ;  bat; 
after  some  time,  took  upon  herself  much  consequence> 
and  refused  to  dine  in  the  servants'  ball. 

In  1801j  Lawrence,tbepainter,W|is  at  Montague  Housed 
for  four  or  five  days  at  a  time,  painting  the  Princesses  pic- 
ture ;  that  he  was  frequently  alone,  late  in  the  night,  with 
the  Princess,  and  much  suspicioit  was  entertained  of  him.  - 

WM.  COLE. 


Vw 


I4M  January,  1806. 


WILLIAM  COLE 


Says,  tbat  the  Princess  was  at  Mr.  Hood's,  at  Cathe^ 
ington,  near  Portsmouth,  for  near  a  month  in  the  last 
summer,  where  afhe  took  her  footman  and  servants.   *    ^ 

'  That  the  house  in  which  Mr.  Hood  lived  wto  given  up 
to  the  Princess,  and  he,  and  his  family,  went  to  reside  in 
a  small  house  adjoining.  v 

"  That  the  Princess  and  Mr.  Hood-  very  fra^uratly  .weiyl 
•ut  in  the  forenoon,  and  remained  out -for  four  or  five 
hours  at  a  time. 
That  they  rode  in  a  gig,  attended  by  a  boy,  (a  country 


101 

lad)  servant  to  Mr.  Hood,  and  took  with  them  cold  ineat; 
that  they  used  to  get  out  of  the  gig,  and  walk  into  the 
wood,  leaving  the  boy  to  attend  the  horse  and  gig,  till 
their  return.  This  happened  very  frequently ;  that  the 
D.uke  of  Kent  called  one  day,  and  seeing  the  Princess's 
attendants  at  the  window,  came  into  the  house,  and,  after 
waiting  some  time,  went  away  without  seeing  the  Princess, 
who  was  out  with  Mr.  Hood. 

This  information  Mr.  Cole  had  from  Fanny  Lloyd. 

When  Mr.  Cole  found  the  drawing-room,  which  led  to 
the  staircase  to  the  Princess's  apartments,  locked,  he  does 
not  know  whether  any  person  was  with  her,  but  it  appear- 
ed odd  to  himyas,  he-had  formed  some  suspicions. 

Mr»  Cole  says,  that  he  saw  the  Princess  at  Blackheath^^ 
about  four  times  in  the  year  1809,  after  he  left  her  in 
April,  and  five  pr  six  times  in  London ;  that  he  had  heard 
a  story  of  the  Princess's  being  with  Child,  but  cannot  say 
that  he  formed  an  opinion  that  she  was  so ;  that  she  grew 
lusty,  and  appeared  large  behind ;  and  that  at  the  latter 
ejaxd  of  the  year  he  made  the  observation^  that  the  Prin- 
cess was  grown  thinner. 

That  he  cannot  form  an  opinion  about  the  child ;  that 
he  has  seen  an  old  man  and  woman  (about  50  years  of  age) 
at  Montague  House  on  a  Sunday,  and  has  inquired  who 
they  were,  when  he  was  answered  by  the  servants  in  the 
hall,  ''  That  is  litle  Billy's  mother,"  (meaning  the  child 
the  Princess  had  taken,  and  which  was  found  by 
Stikeman.) 

WM.  COLE. 


^  I 


IM 

Tempte,  SOik  Samiary,  1906^ 
WILLIAM  COLE 

Says,  that  on  the  1 7th  of  Janoary  instant,  he  w^ecl 
from  Blackheath  to  London  with  Mr.  Stikeman,  and,  iql 
the  conversation  on  the  road.  Cole  mentioned  the  drcuKi- 
stance  of  the  little  child,  s&ying,  that  he  was  grown  a  fine 
interesting  boy;  to  which  Stikeman  repliedj  What,  do 
you  mean  Billy  Austin  ?  Cole  said,  Tes.  Pray  do  the  old 
man  and  woman  come  to  see  the  child  as  usual  f  Stikeman 
said»  *'  Old  man  and  woman  !  they  are  not  old ;  we  have 
not  seen  them  much  latdy ;  they  live  at  Depitfbrd ;"  but 
he  appeared  to  avoid  any  conversation  on  the  subject. 
Cole  says,  that  the  account  of  the  correspondence  betweea 
the  I'rincess  and  Captain  Mahby  iras  communicated  ta 
him  by  Fanny  Lloyd,  but  she  never  mentioned  any  soch. 
correspondence  having  taken  place  thibogh  Sicard,  since 
Captain  Manby  Went  abroad. 

Cole  says,  that  he  has  not  been  in  the  company,  or 
presence,  of  the  Prince  alone,  or  had  any  conversation 
with  hihi  on  this,  or  ainy  other  subject,  since  the  Princess 
Went  to  live  at  Charlton,  which  b  near  nine  years  ago. 

WM.COLE. 


23rd  February,  1806.   . 
WILLL^M  COLE 

Says,  that  the  Gentleman  and  Lady  were  sitting  doae 
together  on  the  sofa;  but  there  was  nothing  particular  in 
their  dress,  position  of  legs  or  arms,  that  was  extraordi- 
nary ;  he  thought  it  improper  that  a  single  6entletnai» 
shoold  be  sitting  quite  dose  to  a  married  Lady,  on  the 
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sofa;  and  from  that  situatioD,  and  former  observations^  he 
thoughi  the  thing  improper. 

The  person  who  was  alone  with  the  Lady  at  late  hoars 
of  the  night  (twelve  atid  one  o'clock),  and  whom  he  left 
sitting  np  after  he  went  to  bed^  was  Mr.  Lawrence,  the 
Painter,  which  happened  two  different  nights  at  least. 

As  to  the  observation  made  about  Sir  Sidney  having  a 
key  of  every  dour  about  the  gardens,  it  was  a  gardener, 
"Who  was  complaining  of  the  door  of  the  grebn-house  being 
left  open,  and  the  plants  damaged,  and  who  made  the 
same  to  Mr.  Latnpert,  the  servant  of  Sir  John  Douglas, 
and  which  he  mentioned  at  Cheltenham  to  Sir  John  and 

Sf r.  L^wten. 

■ .  ■     » 

Lampext  said  he  should  know  the  gardener  again. 


Temple,  4tk  April  1806. 
IIOBERT  BIDGOOD. 

Have  lived  with  the  Prince  2S  years  on  the  18th  ofSep-^ 
tembernext,  and  have  been  with  the  Princess  $ince  £lst 
March,  1^98.  In  1802  we  were  at  Blackheath,  and  did! 
not  go  to  any  (5ther  place;  in  1801  Sir  Sidney  Smith  left 
his  card  at  Montague  House,  and  he  was  afterwards  in- 
vited to  dinner ;  and,  in  the  Spring  of  1802,  Lady  Douglaf 
caoie  to  reside  at  the  Tower,  where  she  stayed  about  three 
weeks.  During  this  time  Sir  Sidney  was  frequently  at  the 
House,  both  mornipgand  evening,  and  remained  till  thre^ 
or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  He  has  seen  Sir  Sidney 
iti  the  blue  parlour  early  (by  ten  o'clock)  in  the  morning : 
and,  on  inquiring  from  the  footmen  how  he  came  ther^ 
without  his  knowledge,  they  said^  they  had  not  )et  Ifini 
in,  and  knew  nothing  of  his  being  there.  H^^qes  pot 
know  of  Sir  Sidney  being  alone  till  three  or  four  o'clodr 
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in  the  morning,  ag  there  were  other  Ladies  in  the  house. 
Doring  the  year  1802  the  Princess  used  to  ride  oot  in  her 
phaeton,  attended  by  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  and  took  oat  cold 
meat,  and  went  towards  Dartford,. where  she  spent  the 
day,  and  returned  about  six  or  seven  in  the  evenings — 
Williams,  the  coachman,  always  attended  the  Princess. 

Lady  Donglas,  during  the  year  1802,  was  constantly  at 
Montague  House,  and  was  admitted  at  all  times.  The 
Princess  was  used  frequently  to  go  to  Lady  Douglas's 
house,  where  Sir  Sidney  resided ;  at  die  end  of  that  year 
there  was  a  misunderstanding  between  Lady  Douglas  and 
the  Princess ;  and  one  day  he  saw  Lady  Douglas  leave 
the  house  in  tears,  and  afterwards  she  has^  not  visited  the 
Princess.  Mr.  Bidgood's  wife  has  lately  told  him,  that 
Fanny  Lloyd  told  her,  that  Mary  Wilson  had  told  Lloyd, 
that  one  day,  when  she  went  into  the  Princess's  room,  she 
found  the  Princess  and  Sir  Sidney  in  the  fact ;  that  she 
(Wilson)  immediately  left  the  room,  and  fainted  at  the 
door. 

In  the  Winter  of  1802,  and  the  Spring  of  1803,  Captain 
Manby  became  a  visitor  at  Montague  House ;  his  frigate 
was  fitting  out  at  Deptford,  and  Bidgood  has  reason  to  be* 
lieve,  that  the  Princess  fitted  up  his  cabin,  for  he  has  seen 
the  cotton  furniture  brought  to  tlie  Princess  to  chuse.tbe 
pattern,  which  was  sent  to  Blake,  her  upholsterer,  in  Lon- 
don-street, Greenwich.  When  Captain  Manby  was  about 
to  sail,  he  was  walking  in  the  anti-room,  to  let  Captain 
Manby  out;  and,  as  he  stayed  some  time,  Bidgood  looked 
into  the  room,  and,  from  a  mirror  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  room  to  where  Captain  Manby  and  the  Princess  stood^ 
he  saw  Captain  Manby  kissing  the  Princess's  lips;  and 
soon  afterwards  be  went  away.  He  saw  the  Princess,  with 
her  handkerchief  to  her  face,  and  go  into  the  drawing- 
room,  apparently  in  tears. 

In  1803,  was  not  with  the  Princess  at  Margate. 

In  1804,  was  with  the   Princess  at  Southend.      We 
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Wfot  there  the  ed  of  May ;  SicArd  Wat  oenataDtly  on  ttie 
]o|>k*out  for  the  Africaine,  Captain  Manby's  ship ;  and, 
about  a  month  afterwards^  Sicard  descried  the  ship ;  be* 
fore  she  came  to  the  Nore.  The  instant  the  ship  cast 
anchor^  the  Captain  came  on  shore  in  his  boat  to  the 
Princess.  The. Princess  had  two  houses,  Nos.  8  and 9. 
She  lived  at  No.  9;.  and,  on  Sicard  seeing  Captoia 
Maaby  come  on  shore,  he  ran  :dowQ  the  shrubbery  to 
meet^  and  shewed  him  into  the  house.  No.  9;  Captain 
Manby  was  .constantly  at  No.  9  ;  and  used*  to  go  in  the 
evening  on  board  his  ship^  for  some  weeks  ;  but  afterwards 
he  did  not  return  on  board  the  ship  in  the  evening,  and 
Bidgood  has  seen  him  in  the  morning,  by  tea  o'cloek,  in 
the  house.  No.  9;  and^  from  tKe  circumstance  of  towels, 
ivater,  and  glasses,  being  placed  in  the  passjsge,  he  had 
reason  to  believe  that  Manby  had  slept  there  all  night. 

In  1S05,  Bidgood  was  not  with  the  Princess  in  Hamp* 
shire. 

After  the  Princess  returned  from  Hampshire,  Captaio 
Hood  used  to  visit  the  Princess  at  Blackheath  alone, 
vvithout  his  wife.  Captain  Hood  used  to  come  about 
twelve  o'clock,  and  was  shewn  into  the  blue  room,  where 
luncheon  was  ordered  ;  and  the  Princess  and  the  Captain 
were  alone  together,  without  a  lady  or  other  attendant. 
He  used  to  stay  dinner,  and  sometimes  in  boots ;  about 
an  hour  afterwards  coffee  was  ordered ;  after  which  the 
Princess  retired,  and  Captain  Hood  had  also  left  the  room, 
and  had  not  been  let  out  of  the  house  by  any  of  the  ser- 
vants, Bidgood  has  not  seen  Captain  Hood  since  about 
Chrismas  last. 

Bidgood  has  strong  suspicions  that  Mrs*  Sander  used  to 
deliver  letters  to  Sicard,  which  he  conceived  to  be  from 
the  Princess  to  Captain  Manby,  as  Sicard  used  to  put  the 
letters  into  his  pocket,  and  not  in  the  common  bag  for 

letters. 

♦P 


Mrs.  gander  niiitt  be  fiiHy  informed  of  at)  the  eircHm^s 
stances  a^bove  dhided  to.  Mary  Wilson  and  Miss  Mtel* 
fieM  mu^  also  know  all  the  circumstances. 

Bidgood  has  seen  the  mother  (as  she  is  called)  of  the 
litde  boy.  firequendy  at  Montague  House ;  the  child  wa« 
about  three  weeks  old  when  he  first  saw  k.  The  mother 
was  at  Montague  House  on  M^Miday  last.  The  husband 
worked  in  Deptford  Yard :  but  was  discharged,  and  Stike** 
man  hias  siace  employed  him  at  his  bouse  in  town.  The- 
mother  appears  to  be  better  dressed  than  usual. 

(Signed)  R.  BIDGQOJX 


SARAH  BIDGOOD. 

V 

About  six  months  ago,  in  a  conversatk>n  witb  Bftnuj 
Lloyd,  respecting  the  general  conduct  of  the  Princessj^ 
she  said,  that  whilst  Sir  Siclney  visited  the  Princess,  that 
Mary  Wilson  had  gone  into  the  bed-^room  to  make  up  th^ 
fire,  and  found  the  Princea  and  Sic  Sidney  in  such  an  in^ 
decent  situation,  that  she  immediately  left  the  room,  and 
was  so  shocked  that  she  fainted  away  at  the  door. 

(This  witness  was  not  examined  before  the  Commissioners; 
at  least,  no  Copy  of  such  Examination,  if  there  was  any, 
was  transmitted  with  the  other  Papers.  The  first  Para^ 
graph  in  her  Examination  is,  however,  stated  above,  as  it 
is  observed  upon  in  the  Prtncesss  Answer;  but  the  rg- 
mainder,  not  being  adverted  to,  either  by  the* Commis- 
sioner's Report,  or  by  the  Answer,  and  being  all  hearsay,  is 
wnitted.) 


/■ 
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FRANCES  LLOYD. 


FROM  BIPLEY^   IN  SURREY. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge^  Mary  Wilaon  said^  that 
'%he  had  seen  the  Prfccess  and  Sir  Sidney  in  the  blue 
^oom ;  but  she  is  so  close  a  woman^  that  she  never  opens 
her  mouth  on  any  occasion-;  never  heard  Mary  Wilson 
'Say  she  was  so  alarmed  as  to  be  in  a  fit. 

Heard  the  gardener  at  Ramsgate  say  one  day>  at  din- 
ner, that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Sicard  and  Captain  Manby  go 
across  the  lawn  towards  a  subterraneous  passage  leading  to 
thesea. 

When  her  Royal  Highness  was  going  to  the  launch^ 
Sir  Andrew 'HaMJfohd^^  and  lirs  son  catne  the  day  before, 
and  dined  with  her,  and  in  the  next  morning,  about  four 
o'clock,  after  the  doors  of  the  house  were  opeu,  she  saw 
Captain  Manby  sitting  in  the  drawing-room  of  the  adjoin- 
ing house  to  her  Royal  Highness,  which  room  belonged  to 
faer. 

Oi^e  morning,  about  six  o'clock,  she  was  called  to  get 
breakfast  for  her  Royal  Highness,  when  she  saw.  Captain' 
Manby  and  her  waking  in  the  garden,  at  Ramsgate. 

Heard  from  Mrs.  Lisle's  maid,  that  the  Princess,  when 
at  Lady  Sheffield's,  went  out  of  her  bed-room,  and  could 
not  find  hervay  back ;  but  nothing  more. 
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About  four  years  ago,  as  I  think,  Mr.  Mills  attended 
ine  for  a  cold,  and,  in  conversation,  he  asked  me  if  the 
Pri0ce  visited  at  our  bouse  ?  I  said,  not  to  my  knowledge. 
He  said,  the  Princess  certainly  was  with  child. 

FRANCES  LLOYD. 
A  true  Copy, 

(Signed)    J.  Beckei, 

fVhiUhall^  29M  Juguit,  1800. 


£ND  or  The'  docvmbnts* 
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A 

STATEMENT  OF  FACTS 

AeUtive  to 

THE  CHILD 

Now  tmder  the  Protection  of  Her  Royal  Higkneu 

THE  PRINCESS  OF  WALES ; 

Describing,  at  large,  the  Circumstance  of  the  Child's  being  takca 
from  a  Poor  Woman  from  Dkptford  ; 

THE 

t 

PARTICULARS  OF  ITS  BIRTH,  &c. 

SCiME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PARENTS  OF  THE  CHILD. 


■»^.— «W»       I    ■      .  *i^1<M»M«f^» 
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STATEMENT  OF  FACTS 

RBIATITB   TO 

THE    CHILD' 

'How  under  the  Protection  of  IJer  Reyal  HighnesiSr 

THE  PRINCESS  OF  WALES. 


pooN  after  the  memorable  Investigation  of  1806-7,  U 
-was  currently  rumoured^  for  want  of  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject^ that  the  Child  which  her  Royal  {lighness  had  adopt- 
edy  was^  in  fact,  her  own  son.  General  as  this  report 
was,  very  considerable  do^bt^  arose  in  the  mind  of  the 
writer  as  to  its  authenticity,  in  order  to  remove  these 
doubts,  and  to  obtain  satisfactory  infor,mati6n  relative  to 
this  circumstance,  he  instituted  a  diligent  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  reputed  mother ;  confident  that,  by  these  means,  he 
should  procure  a  complete  proof  of  the  fact ;  at  least,  so 
far  as  proof  could  be  pbtained,  without  witnessing  the  ac- 
tual birth  of  the  infant.  His  inquiries  were  successful  \ 
pnA  an  interview  was  had  with  the  mother  of  the  Child, 
who  is  still  living.  / 

The  writer  being  a  perfect  stranger  to  this  woman,  he 
introduced  himself  to  her  by  ^remarking  how  fortunate 
she  was  to  be  known  to  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess 
ofWaie^.  The  mother  acquiesced  in  this  observation, 
and  said  that  her  Royal  Highness  had  been  so  good  as  to 
take  un^er  her  care  one  of  her  children,  a  little  boy  named 
William ;  that  her  Royal  Highness  had  kept  the  child  in 
her  posseision  for  some  years ;  ever  since  1802.    He  next 
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inquired  the  reason  of  her  Rojal  Highness's  taking  a  fancy 
to  the  child ;  she  then  detailed  some  particulars  relative  to 
this  affair,  and  he  left  her ;  promising,  however,  to  renew 
his  visit,  as  he  wished  to  put  some  further  questions  to  her. 
And  this,  the  wTiter  observed,  he  was  the  more  anxious  to 
do  ;  having  heard  it  reported,  that  doubts  were  entertain- 
ed  as  to  her  being  the  mother  of  the  child.  She  wept, 
and  said  she  had  herself  heard  reports  of  that  nature ;  but 
she  could  not  imagine  what  could  be  die  cause  of  these 
doubts ;  that  she  was  positive  as  to  its  being  her  own  child; 
and  could  prove  this  fact  by  bringing  forward  several  per* 
sons  who  bad  known  the  child  from  the  time  of  its 
birth. 

,  Some  few  days  after  this  interview,  the  writer  paid 
another  visit  to  the  mother,  at  which  time  he  also  saw 
her  husband,  and  conversed  with  them  both.  He  then 
signified  a  desire  to  see  the  child;  but  was  informed 
that  it  was  at  Dr.  Burney's  school  at  Greenwich,  and 
that  the  mother  saw  the  child  only  when  it  was  with 
her  Royal  Highness  at  Bl^ckheath  or  Kensington ;  and 
that  she  never  had  it  at  home  with  her,  since  the  Prin- 
cess first  took  it  under  her  protection.  She  thought, 
however,  that  the  writer  might  s<  e  the  child  at  Green- 
wich, as  he  constantly  attended  church  on  Sundays 
with  the  other  boys. 

The  writer  afterwards,  frequently  saw  Mrs.  Aostin 
(the  mother  of  the  child)  and  conv  rsed  with  her  res- 
pecting her  son.  Feeling  great  anxiety  to  behold  the 
Child,  he  went  to  Greenwich  expressly  for  this  purpose, 
but  was,  the  first  time,  dis  ppointed  — William  being 
on  that  day,  with  her  Royal  Highness  at  Kensington. 
He  however  repeated  his  visit  to  this  place,  and  actu- 
ally saw  the  Chil(i ;  and  walked  by  his  side,  from  the 
church  to  Dr.  Burney's  school.    When  be  inquired  foe 
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Master  Austin,  of  one. of  the  young  gentlemen,  al  they 
were  returning  from  church ;  when  two  littleboys  wialking' 
together  in  regular  procession^  were  pointed  out  to  him. 
Having  desired  the  boy  not  to  say  which  was  young 
Austin^  the  writer  instantly  discovered  this  lad  by  the 
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atronsc  likeness  which  l\e  bore  to  the  mother: — the  si- 
milarity  of  countenance  is,  indeed,  strikingly  marked. 
He  spoke  ta  the  boy,  and  asked,  if  his  name  Was  Aus- 
TIN  ;  to  which  he  answered,  '*  Yes/'  From  this  mo- 
ment, the  writer's  doubts  completely  vanished,  and 
he  was  fully  and  satisfactorily  convinced  that  this  Child 
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t*«o  other  ihtf/i  the  child  o/'Sophia  Austin. 

On  a  subsequent  occasion,  when  he  saw  Mrs.  Austin, 
the  writer  expressed  his. entire  satisfaction  in  having 
beheld  and  conversed  with  her  son  at  Greenwich  ; — he 
also  added,  that  he  was  perfectly  convinced  she  was  the 
mother  of  the  child  then,  and  now,  under  the  protection 
of  her'  Royal  Highness.  Any  person,  indeed,  endowed 
with  the  blessing  of  sight,  must,  on  seeing  the  mother 
and  the  child,  be  instantly  struck  with  the  marked  re- 
semblance between  them,  and  feel,  forcibly,  the  coavic- 
tioa  of  the  writer  on  this  subject.  Mrs.  Austin  ap- 
peared quite  elated  with  his  expressions  of  satisfaction 
on  this  point ;  and  said,  if  he  would  be  at  the  trouble 
^committing  them  to  paper,  she  would  detail  the  whole 
particulars  of  her  Royal  Highness*^  taking  the  child ; 
and  Added  '*  th&t  she  thought  it  due  to  her  Royal* 
Highness,  that  the  public  mind  should  be  satisfied  as  to^ 
this  point.**  He,  accordingly^  wrote  down  from  her  own 
motitb,  the  following  interesting  fact«^  relative  both  to 
rhe  child^  and  to  Mrs.  Austin  and  her  husband. 

Samuel  AusTiNi  the  father   of  William  (the 
child  now  under  the  protection  of  her  Royal  Highness, 


miiihinkitet  eftUt  nflrr«.tif*,)  w<w  boni  nt  Welting- 
ton  ia  the  fm9fS  qf  S^qweijiet ;  find  i.«  the  son  of  Peter 

m 

nA  Lf/dia  4^in9  pooo  but  iodastrious  people  of  that 
towa. 

Wbfin  vc/y  yPUDgf  he  wa^  ipUiated  into  his  father*f 
buioiewj  which  was  that  of  a  Woolcomber ;  but  he  left 
WcJt)tQgto^  a^  an  e^irly  age^  apd  went  to  reside  at  WU^ 
ton^  in  t^e  county  of  Wilt|.  Here,  after  living  somjK 
jearjs,  i^id  ^i^king  at  his  tiade,  he  married^  at  the  a^^ 
of  jt;wenty-One^  Sophia,  tbe  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ara* 
helln  IVhitmqrsli,  also  ppo^i  ind.us,trious  people  of  the  siune 
town.  Thi^  ^Vjen^  tppk  place  op  the  Ist  ol^  Aprils  17^ 
Sppi^iA  being  i^n  ii^  hef  twenty-ilrait  year. 

SAiytujiL  apd  §.0PHiA  AusTii^  continuei^  atWilf 

loa  until  t^^y  I^  two  children,  Ifaniff  ai^d  WifMamt. 
which  l^tfjfir  di^jd  i^t  t^e  ag^  of  oiufe  monthf, 

Sopn  after  thje  bir^akioig  out  of  th^  yif^  op  the  CoqU- 
t^t,  th?  cla^pjf  b,us|n^%  became  v^?y  s)aQk>  w> 
A^«lTiK  d^t^ciKiified  to,  Xf^Vfioy^  ta  Lqndon,  at  if^^cb 
placid  bfi  Wiypd  i^tjti^  iponthqf  February*  V79p;,-r 
l?^v.ing  hi8rwi|e  ^q^l  two  c?hildren  w^jth  her  friends  i^  th?, 
country.  Hej*^  be  e/igaged  hiqaself  as  a  porter,  with  ft 
j|fr.  Youfi^i  a  broker^  in  Lombard-CQurtj^  Seven  Dials. 
SlaPTtly  afterijiards,  bis,  wif^  follo.we<}  bimjeaying.  the 
youog^t  child  wi^h  her  friends  at^Wihpn.    Upon  htf 

wnvMH  in  ^yv.o^  ^P^.?g.  ^!^?'!^  I^^f  ^^^9^4  ^^'fl.  "P&l'c^ly. 
i^ltm  ^  suflicif^nqy  to  aiaio^il^.  bij^^elf,  |hc^  r^olredi  tp. 
gp  injtp  s^yice ;.  and,  accordingl7>  epgajjg^  bepelf  witb  w^ 
ACr.  Cqppcr,  a  cpal  oieri^apt,  qf  VilUersTilroet,  ia  tJm. 
Strapid ;  Ig^yipg  the.  qljild  she  b?pught  with  h^t  tq.  ti^t 
care  of  a  neli^ttQf).  Sophia  rfimajn^  in  tjifs  plaij^  %f>quX 
twelve  months. 

A,i78J4^,beiQg  much  ^fSiqted  wjtb  tb^  r^e|iii)fi|i9mi 
was  in^^appl^ik  qf  q9ptiftu)n|;lpii^  inHKf  Youn^'p  emr 


Chandds^irief,  but  wa^  sociti  o^tgie^  t6  U^i  tliis  Ati- 
kiion  iho,  on  tfaie  ^siinii  liccoutiu  thi  iie^;  ^nte^^d 
into  the  service  at  tit.CnAhin^Adk,  n  tikttef^  iti  FMi^ 
dilly ;  but  tiiivilig,  soon  after  he  btid  takeii  tht^  eb^i^- 
m^nt,  a  severe  Attack  of  his  old  compTaiift;hewas  obliged 
to  leave  Mr.  CuDninghknl.  Ad^iJn'ih^h  KV€d  a^'  fdtii^ 
mati  with  the  DtrckE^^ss  o^"  CvwiTB^titA'sif,  wh^e  ti^ 
sitayed  but  for  d  shon  periled,  oWin^  tb  d  rdtiitti  of  Ktt 
rb^ciiiiaiid  atfectionl 

Mrs.  Austin,  after  quitting  lifh  Codpefa  ^tii6^; 
filed  the  office  of  liurse  in  severd  fifbilies;  Bdring 
the  greater  part  of  this  tiiiie,  she  abd  hei'  husb&thd 
lived  svpdtdi^ly  fVohl  esibh'otb^. 

On  the  lethdf  B^drch/lSdO.M^r^.  Aii^tin  fa^cl  itfJMU«f 
sbti,  whd  was  nitmed  ShmtuL  Of  this  child  she' kijrii^ 
sf  the  Srobhto&'Sireei  Hospital;  having  been  recbni^ 
m^ddd  thlthfet  by  d  Mr.  Jshlin;  of  Beltoi-stfeiit. 

In-  the  ensuing  Atigust,  Mrs.  AixsriN  wis  etnpioyied 
to  take  care  of  a  house  for  Mr.  Woodford^  her  husband's 
tincle^at  Deptford;  with  whom  she  remained  about  twelve-, 
months.  During  some  part  ofthis  time,  her  husband  llvredl 
chiefly  in  London,  in  various  places  of  service';  sobti 
after  his  wife'^s  reiiioViEil  to  [^Deptfbrd,  Auiitiii  went  to 
j^ve  with  her  at' that  pUbev and  at  ai'  sbbsequeat  peribd; 
obtained^ emj{>loyment in  Hik  Majesty's  Dock  Yai^0> 
4d' 1^' labourer  at  Ids.  per  weel^,.  and  ah  alibwabcief  oif 
\$.  6di  for  chip  money.  Having  continued  in  this  d- 
tttation  about  fifteen  months,  he  was  discbargecl  with 
many  others,  aVtfie  time  of  the  general  peace  in  ItiOS. 

^ing  now^out  of^employ,  Austin  anc(  his  Wife  were 
in  naubh  distress';  and  on  one  occasion,  some  little'diiFcF- 
•nce  arising  between  them,  be  proposted  that  she  aiid  her 
ehiTdrehshould1>bcbme|chargeabTe  to  the  parish.  This  she 
f  efused'j  as  long  as  she  was  dbk  to  wctrk]  and  $ould  get  Kef 


tread;  but  proposed  to  take  one  of  the  ebildrei!,  and^o 
leave  the  other  to  the  care  of  her  bnsbaod.  To  this^  how- 
eTer>  Austin  objected^  and  lbft  her  i^ni  dividing  tie 
ONLY  QUARTERN  LOAF  tkcy  had  Icfty  betvctu  them. 
Nearly  a  fortDight  had  elapsed,  before  Mrs.  Aastin  re- 
ceived any  tidings  of  her  husband ;  when  he  sent  a  per- 
son for  his  clothes,  but  these  she^  refused  to  deltven 
Austin  now  returned^  and  again  urged  her  to  seek 
parochial  relief  for  herself  and  her  two  children ;.  bat 
this,  however,  she  again  po^tively  refused  to  do,  on  the 
grounds  before  stated. 

Mrs.  Austin  having  again  become  pregnant,  and 
being  within  two  months  of  her  delivery,  she  was  desi- 
rous of  obtaining  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  be  again 
admitted  into  the  Brownlow-strett  HaspitaL  Being  ac- 
quainted with  a  poor  woman  of  the  name  of  Lasley, 
who  used  to  obtain  the  broken  meat,  &c.  from  Mon- 
tague House,  the  residience  of  Her  Royal  High- 
ness the  Princess  OF  Wales,  Mrs.  Austin  request* 
ed  Mrs,  Lashy  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  letter  of  re- 
commendation from  some  of  the  ladies  in  attendance, 
for  admittance  into  the  Hospital.  She  made,  applica* 
tion,  but  was  not  successful.  Fearing,  however^  tEat 
Mrs.  Austin  would  suspect  that  she  had  not  applied  for 
her,  she  proposed  that  Mrs.  Austin  should  accompany 
her  to  Montague  House.  To  this  Mrs.  Austin  agreed, 
and  on  the  Monday  following  they  kept  the  appointment ; 
Mrs.  Austin  remaining  on  the  Heath,  while  her  com- 
panion went  into  the  house. 

Mrs.  Lesley  inquired  for  Mr.  Stikeman,  the  page^ 
thinking  bim  the  most*likely  person  to  succeed  with  the 
ladies ;  but  he  not  being  in  the  house  at  the  timie,  they 
returned.  Meeting  Mr.  Stikeman,  however,  as  they 
were  crossing  the  Heath,  Mrs.  Lasley  spoke  to  bim,  and 
said,  '^This  is  the  poor  woman  for  whom  I  solicited  a 
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letter  ^frecommeDclation  into  the  hospiul."  Mr.  Stike- 
MAN  observed,  he  was  very  sorry  he  could  not  obtain 
one  for  her;  but  said  the  ladies  would  give  her  a  letter 
to  be  attended  at  home.  Mrs.  Austin  told  him  she  had, 
once  before,  lain  in  at  Brownlow  Street  Hospital,  and 
would  like  tago  there  if  she  eould,.it  not  being  so  conve-r 
nient  for  her  to  lay  in  at  home.  He  said  he  should  be 
happy  to  serve  her  if  he  could,  but  in  tt^is  case  he  could 
not,  as  he  had  already  asked  the  ladies  the  question; 

Being  unsuccessful  in  procuring  a  letter  from  Mon- 
tague House,  she  applied  to  a  friend  in  town-  of.  the 
name  of  Wilson  who  obtained  one  for  her,  from  Mr. 
HoarCi  the  banker,  in  Fleet  Street ;  and  was  admitted 
into  the  hospital,  on  Sunday  the  llthof  July,  J 802. 
On  this  day,  Mrs.  Austin  was  delivered  of  a^ son: 
who  was  baptized  at  the  house  of  the  Institution,  on  the 
Idth  of  the  same  month,  and  fiamecf.  William. 

A  few  days  after  its  birth,  the  child  was  observed  to 
have  a  mark  of  red  wine  on  its  right  band,  completely  en- 
circling the  thujnb;  but  this  mark  has  since  gradually 
disappeared,  and  is  not  at  present  discernible. 

Mrs.  Austin  continued,  in  the  hospital  until  .the£gth 
of  July)  at  which  time  she  left  it  and  returned  with,  her 
son  to  Deptford  ;  calling  in  her  way  at  Mn  Hoart-s,  to 
leave  a  letter  of  thanks,  as  is  usual  in  these  cases. 

Austin  being  still  out  of  employ,  and  his  wife  bear*- 
jng  that  several  persons  had  made  successful  appliic^ation. 
to  Her  Royal  Highness  THE  Princess  of  Wales 

»  •  •  • 

to  procure  a  reinstatement  in  his  Majesty's  Dock  Yard, 
she  was  advised  to  try  this  expedient  on  behalf  of  her 
husband.  Mrs.  Austin  proposed  to  him  to  write 
a  petition,  and  she  would  take  it  to  Her  Royal 
Highness,  and  endeavour  to  get  him  replaced  in  his 
former  sitaation.  Austin,  however  hesitated,  for  some 
time,  to  embrace  his  wife's  offer,  conceiving  that. tfte 
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aftcMpt  would  be  qaite  fraitless.  At  I^gtb^  to  siltisi]^ 
Mri^.  Attstin,  be  conseoted  lo  the  measdre.  His  ^ft 
Bccordbgly  took  the  petition^  and  went  with  the  child 
(William)  in  herarin^^  on  Saturday  the  23rd  of  Octo- 
ber^ IBOt,  to  llfONTAGUE  House.  Here  sbe  inquir- 
ed for  Mr/SriKEMAN,  whom  sbe  had  seen  but  once  onlj 
before^  when  she  applied  for  a  letter  of  recommendatiot^ 
to  the  Brownlow-street  hospitaK 

Mr.  Stikeman  appearing^  she^reqnested  him  to  pre- 
sent thepetition^  stating  that  ihe  object  of  it  was  to  get 
her  husband  reinstated  in  the  Dock  Yard^  fr6m  whenc€ 
be  bad  been  lately  discharged^  with  many  others.  He 
said,  he  was  *'  denied  doing  such  things  ;  having  ap- 
plications of  a  similar  nature^  almost  daily."  She  urged 
her  great  dhtress,  telling  him  she  had  anotber  child  tft 
home,  and  no  prospect  of  any  provision  for  theM^  ber 
husband  behig'  quite  destitute'  of  emplojrnierit.  Re 
then  gave  her  as  uiL  LI  Kb,  took  the  petition  and  put  itin- 
to  his  pocket,  observed  sA^  had  a  fint  child  in  her  arms, 
and  aiktd  hott  old  it  was ;  Mrs.  Austin  answered,  about 
three  months.  MV.  StikeMan  replied,  if  it  hdd^  been 

abottt'a  FORTNIGHT    OLD,  HE    COULli    HAVE'  GOT    IT 

TAKEV  CARE  OF  FOR  HER  ;  sbe  observed  to  him  that 
sbe  thought  it  a  better  age  to  be  taken  from  tbe  mother, 
than  if  it  were  younger ;  he  answered,  "Jh,  true.**  He 
then' turned 'up  the  child's  clothes  and  looked  at  its  legs^ 
saying,  *^Ii^sa  fine  child,  give  it  to  mc.*'  He  accordingly 
to6k  the  chihi  into  the  house,  and'as  he  went  along  the 
passage;  danced  it  up  and  down,  talking  to  it. 

During  the  time  Mr.  Stikeman  was  in  possession  of 
the  child,  Mrs'.Austin  rettyained  at  the  door  of  Montague 
Hbiise,  on  the  Heath.  Having  waited  his  return  with 
ber  child  for  more  than  half  an  boiir,  she  began  to  be 
apprehiensive'tbatiier  son  wouk!  be  takeii  froin  her,  and* 
tlftrt  sbe'shbuW  tfot  behbWiiltn  agaJrtV    'these  fekrA  she 


i^ommnnicatecl  tpsome  persoQ]»  pf^^it^  »t  tbf  time,  at 
stie  stood  weeping  at  the  gate; — bi^t  thej  eacoaraged 
ber  to  hope  for  the  best,  saying  there  was  no  doubt  bat 
that  the  child  would  be  safely  re9tpred  to  her. 

A^r.  Stikeman  now  brought  the  child  to  her,  and 
said  that  he  had  been  a  very  good  boy,  and  desired  her 
to  give  him  the  shilling  again,  tliat  he  might  make  it  up 
UALF-A-6UINEA  ;  and  thi^,  he  said,  was  a  present  from 
the  ladies. 

She  then  asked  Mr.  Stikbman  if  he  thought  l^e 
€oald  get  the  child  taken  care  of  for  her  :  he  said  he 
^putd  try  what  he  could  do,  and  desired  that  she  would 
come  agaiu  on  Monday.     He  then  desired  her  to  go 

» 

round  to  the  Cookery,  and  he  would  give  her  somiCf 
thing.  On  her  way  thither,  she  met  him  in  the  yard^ 
and  he  gave  her  some  broken  meat,  telling  her  to  be 
sure  to,  bring  the  child,  again  on  Monday,  by  elevea 
•Vloc.k  io  the  morning. 

On  her  return,  Mrs.  Austin  found  that  her 
busbancl  had  packed  up  all  his  clothes,,  and  had  gone 
off  by  the  coach  to-  London  ;  leaving  the  other  child 
with  a  woman  in  the  house.  She,  afterwards,  discover- 
ed that  he  had  engaged  himself  with  a  Mrs.  Nicbpls; 
a  furrier  in  Qxford  R^ad. 

On  Monday  October  25,  Mrs.  Austin  ag^a  went  tp 
Mpntague  House,  according  to  appointment;  but  the 
day  being  very  foggy,  she  wandered  about  for  some  time, 
not  being  able  to  find  her  way,  and  was  near  falliiag 
down  a  precipice  on  the  Heath,  called  Sot's-hole. 
Meeting,  however,  with  a  baker  who  was  crossing,  the. 
H^ath,  he  directed  her  to  her  Royal  HighnessV 

•  .  ■  ■      ■  .  " 

house.  When-  she  arrived,  she  inquired  for  Mr. 
Stikeman,  who  came  out  to  her/ and  exclaimed, 
*'  Biessme  !  I  did  noi  expect  to  see  you  such  a  morning 
a$  fhi$  r  ]tIe,now  inqjuired  for  her  httsbaad  ;,  she  told 
him,  that  he  was  from  home,  seeking  employment.  He 
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tlwo  asked  if  sbe  coold  come  the  next  morning,  aad 
bring  her  bosband  with  her,  as  be  pardcolarlj  widied  to 
•ee  him  ;  and  obsenred,  if  they  were  not  at  Montague 
Honse  bj  lO  or  II  o'clock,  he  woald  (rail  on  them  at 
Deptford,  at  tjrchc.  He  then  gave  her  some  brokca 
meat,  and  she  went  awaj.  Austin  and  his  wife  lived, 
at  this  time,  at  No.  7,  Depiford^  New  JZov,  with  a  per* 
ton  of  the  name  of  Bearblock,  a  milkman. 

When  she  reached  her  home,  supposing  that  some- 
thing advantageous  was  intended  to  be  done  for  tbem, 
she  resolved  to  go  immediately  to  London,  in  quest  of 
her  husband  ;  whom,  after  a  considc^rable  time  spent  in 
the  search,  she  found  at  a  relation's.  Mrs.  Austin 
then  related  to  her  husband  the  succen  she  had  met 
with  at  Montagus  House,  and  told  him  that  Mr. 
Stiksman  wished  very  particularly  to  see  him ;  and 
that  he  had  better  return  with  her  by  the  coach.  To 
this  he  readily  consented,  being  too  unwell  to  fulfil  the 
engagement  into  which  he  had  entered. 

Austin  and  his  wife  arrived  at  Deptiord  about  11 
o'clock  that  night.  In  consequence  of  his  disorder  in- 
creasing, Austin  was  so  ill,  that  he  fodnd  himself  inca- 
pable of  rising  in  the^morning;  and  was,  of  course^  pre^ 
vented  from  going  to  Montague  House.  At  12  o'clock, 
however,  Mr.  Stikbman  called  on  them,  and  made 
particular  inquiries  into  their  circumstances  and  cha- 
racter ;  promising  to  do  what  lie  could  for  them,  in  the 
way  of  getting  the  child  taken  care  of. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Mrs.  Austin  went  to  Mon- 
tague HousB^  aod  seeing  Mr.  Stikeman  at  the 
door,  she  asked  him  whether  he  would  be  able  to  do 
any  thing  for  her  child.  He  s^id,  he  would  try 
and  let  her  know.  On  Thursday  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, Mr.  Stikeman  came  to  Deptford,  and  said 
he  had  spoken  to  Arthur  the  gardener,  to  employ  her  bus- 
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band.  Aaslin;  however^  being  introdac^d  to  the  gar« 
deoer^was  tbkl^  that  he  could  not  haveany  employment  i 
but  the  gai'den^r  proinised  to  recommend  him  as  a  la* 
bourcr  to  a  master  bricklayer  I  But,  as  Aujstin  did  not 
possesd  even  a  labourer's  iools^  this  prospect  of  dai^oy-^ 
ment  vanished* 

i 

Mr.  Stikeman,  at  this  time^  directed  Mrs.  Austin 
to  bring  her  child  td  Montague  House,   the  next  day 
being  the  5tb  of  November,  and  gave  her  particiilar  in* 
stroctions  in  what  manner  she  was  to  act  on  the  occa- 
sion.   He  directed  her  to  come  to  Blackheath  at  a  cer" 
tain  hour,  and  to  place  herself  near  the  door  of  Mon«» 
tague  House; — to  lay  the  child  on  ber  arms,  in  the 
same  manner  as  she  would,  if  it  \$ere  to  be  christened ; — 
in  full  view,  so  that  her  Royai.  Highness  might  see 
it  as  she  wa$  getting  into -lier  carriage.    It  happened, 
however,  that  the  day  was  very  unfavourable,  raining 
almost  incessantly  from  morning  till  night ;  and  Mrs. 
Austin  was  prevented  from  going.    This  circumstance 
rendered  her  peculiarly  uneasy,  and  she  hesitated,  whe- 
ther (as  she  had  been  unable  to  attend  the  appointment) 
she  should  go  any  more  to  Montague  House,  until  she 
received  further  instructions. 

On  the  next  day,  being  the  6ih  of  November,  about 
oneo'clbck,  Mr.STiKEMAN  cameto  Deptford  to  inquire 
the  reason  of  her  not  bringing  the  child  according  to 
appointment.  She  urged  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
weather  as  the  only  cause  of  her  absence ;  and  express- 
ed the  sorrow  she  felt  on  the  occasion  ;  but  said«  that 
she  was  fearful  of  endangering  her  own  and  the  child's 
health,  by  going  so  far  (being  about  two  miles)  in  a 
pouring  rain. 

Mr.STiKEMAN  appeared  much  displeased,  and  at 
last  became  quite  angry ;  telling  her  she  must  leave 

what  she  w£is  about  imnre  liatelv,  dress  herself  and  the 

♦r 
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child^  and  hasten^  with  all  posuUe  speedy  to  Montague 
House,  as  the  Princess  was  anxious  to  see  it  immediate- 
ly ;^tbat  when  she  came  she  must  inquire  for  bim«— and 
not  speak  to  any  o£  the  servants,  or  take  the  least  no- 
tice of  the  circumstance  to  any  person  whatever.  He 
farther  observed,  that  he  could  ill  spare  the  time  to  call 
upon  her,  and  that  he  must  return  without  delay;  or 
he  should  be  too  late  for  dinner. 

She  instantly  gave- the  child  to  a  Mrs.  Davis,  mho 
lived  in  the  next  room,  to  dress  it,  while  she  changed 
her  own  apparel.  Mrs.  Austin  made'  all  possible  haste, 
and  arrived  at  Montague  House  about  two  o'clock. 
In  her  way  thither  she  met  her  husband,  who  accompa- 
nied her,  and  assisted  in  carrying  the  child.  He  re- 
mained at  the  door,  and  Mrs.  Austin  entered  and  in- 
quired for  Mr.  StikbiiAn,  who  being  called  from  the 
steward's  room,  and  came  to  her — went  up  the  stair- 
case^ and  desired  her  to  follow  him.  Mr.  Stikbman^ 
then  shewed  her  into  a  room,  called  the  Blue^room,  ob* 
tained  some  refreshment  for  her  and  the  child,  and 
told  her  that  she  was  now  to  be  introduced  to  her 
Royal  Highness,  who  was  then  taking  a  walk,  but 
that  she  would  soon  return.  Mrs.  Justin  waited  for 
about  two  hours.  During  [this  time,  she  felt  much 
agitated,,  fearing  that  she  should  hot  conduct  herself 
with  propriety  in  her  Royal  Highnesses  presence.  These 
facts  she  communicated  to  Mr.  Stikeman  whatold  her 
she  had  nothing  to  apprehend;  *Mhat  Her  Royal 
Highness  was  a  very  affable,  good  sort  of  a  lady,  arid 
that  she  would  say  all  for  her." 

At  length,  her  Royal  HiGHi«Ess  made  her  ap- 
pearance, coming  into  the  room  where  Mrs.  Austin  was, 
iVom  an  adjoining  one,  accompanied  by  two  ladies;  but 
rf  these  ladies  Mrs.  Austin  has  no  knowledge.  Her 
]^oYAL^HiGHNEss  camc  to  her  as  she  stood  with  the 
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child  ia  her  arms,  Md  tauichio^  the  child  under  tlie 
chin,  said,  "  O  what  a  nice  me; — ^Ao*  oldU  itV  Mrt. 
Austin  replied,  about  three  months^  Her  Royal  High- 
ness then,  without  sayilig  another  word,  turned  to  h«r 
ladies,  and  conversed  with  them  in  French;  but  of  the 
purport'of  this  conversation  Mrs.  Austin  could  form  no 
idea.  Immediatdy  afterwards  her  Royal  Highness  re- 
tired, with  one  of  the  ladies,  into  the  same  ro6m  from 
whenoe  she  came,  leaving  the  other  lady  .and  Mr. 
STiKBBTAifj  with  her  and  the  child.  Mr.  Stik^man 
and  this  lady  also,  retired  for  a  few' minutes  into  an  ad- 
joming  room  ;  and  as  they  Were  shutting  the  door,  she 
heard  the  lady  say  to  Mr.  Stikbman,  ^^  What  do  you 
know  of  this  woman  ?'*  the  door  closing,  she  heard  no 
2nore.  .        . 

The  lady  then  returned  aYid  asked  her  whether  sht 
thought  she  covld  make  up  her  miiid  to  part  from  the 
child,  and  leave  it  with  her  Royal  Highness,  observing 
^*  what  a  fortunate  woman  she  would  be  to  have  her 
cUId  taken  undier  the  protecti>oDbf  so  iHustriods  a  per- 
sonage, add  that  the  child  would,  in  all  respects,  be 
brought  up  and  treated  as  a  young  prince ;  and  if  he  ' 
should  behave  properly  as  he  grew  up,  what  an  excel- 
lent thing  it  would  be  for  him."  Mrs.  Austin  replfed, 
;that  she  thought  she  coukl  part  \  from  it  to  such  a 
person  as  her  Royal  Highness,  rather  than  keep  it, 
and  suffer  it  to  want.  The  lady  then  gave  her  a  pound 
note,  and  desired  her  to  go  into  the  coiFee-'room,  and  get 
some  arrow* root  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  purpose 
of  weaning  the  child;  as  she  then  suckled  it.  Mrs. 
Lloyd,  the  woman-  who  superintended  the  coffee-room, 
was  directed  by  Mr.  Stikeman,to  give  the  arrow-root  to 
her^th  instructions  how  to  mix  it ;  and  Mrs.  Austin  was 
ordered  to  begin  weaning  the  child  that  night,  but  if  the 
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weaning  appeared  to  hort  the  child,  the  was  not  to  per* 
•erere,  but  to  inform  them. 

She  then  went  with  Mr.  Stikbman  into  the  coffee- 
mom,  where  he  ordered  Mrs,  Llvyd  to  give  her  the  ne* 
cesaary  articles.    After  she  had    received  them,  Mr. 
Stikeman  accompanied  her  out  of  the  house,  between 
four  and  five,  o'clock.  As  they  were  going  out,  a  carriage 
stood,  at  the  front  door,  and  a  lady  who  came  from  the 
house  was  getting  into  it.    Mr.  Stifceman  accompanied 
her  to  the  carriage*door,  and  said  to  the  lady,  ''  This  is 
the  little  boy  which  her  Royal  Highness  is  going  to  take, 
''  Oh,  is  it^^  she  replied,  and  what  is  his  name?  He  an- 
swered. William  ;  '' why>  that  is  the  very  name  to 
which  her  Royal  Highness  is  so  partial/'    Who  this 
lady  was  she  does  not  know.    The  carriage  driving  off^ 
they  proceeded,  and  were  joined  by  Austin,  who  bad 
waited  all  the  time   on  the  Heath.    Mr.  StiKEMAN 
walked  some  distance  with  them,  cpnversing  very  frj^ly 
as  they  walked  along;  and  ber  husband  spoke  to  him  of 
his.  afflicted  state  of  body.    Mrs.  Austin  said,  *^  I  be- 
lieve her  Royal  Highness  is  going  to  take  the  child/' 
to  which  Mr.  Sti k em ab^  observed, "  Yes,  I  believe  she 
will ;"  but  requested  them  not  to  say  any  thing  about 
it  to  any  person  for  the  present,  as  they  could  not  be 
certain  that  this  woald  be  the  case    She  .then  asked 
him  what  answer  she  should  give  to  any  person  who 
might  inquire  about  it ;  he  replied,  ''  soif  nothing  for 
the  present, .  hut  when  the  child  is  finally  left  with  her 
Royal  Highness,  tell  the  truth,  and  say  that  she  has  taken 
the  child  under  her  protection.**    Mr.  Stikeman  then 
left  them,  and  returned,  charging  her  4o  inform  him  bow 
the  child  took  its  weaning^  or  if  she  could  not  do  thia  he 
pro^)ised  to  call  on  them ;  prdefed  l^er  to  comCi^riieti 
she  wanted  more  firrow-ropt,  and  wished  thein  a  good 
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Mrs.  Austin  went  again  to  Montage  Houw  on  the 
Thursday  following,  and  saw  Mr.  Stikeman.  He  said  he 
expected  her  before,  as  they  were  anxious  to  know  how  the 
child  took  its  weaning.  Mr.  Stikeman  called  at  Dept- 
ford,  twice  afterwards,  in  the  coitrse  of  that  weel,  and 
observed,  that  the  child- appeared  ^6  be  doing  very  weli^ 
and  looked  quite  as  healthy  as  when  she.  suckled  it.* 

Mrs.  Austin  called  at  Montague  House  again  on  the 
Sunday  morning,  and  inquired  for  Mr.  Stikeman,  who  waa 
not  then  stirring ;  but  she  waited  at  the  door  till  he  cam^'. 
He  gave  her  more  arrowroot,  and  desired  her  to  wait, 
and  he  would  inquire  of  the  ladies  on  what  day  Her 
Royal  Highness  would  want  the  child.  He  soon  returned, 
and  said,  that  she  must  bring  it  on  the  next  day,  (Monday 
the  15th of  November)  by  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon; 
and  observed,  that  he  bad  asked  for  a  day  or  two  more  for  her^ 
but  Her  Royal  Highness  said,  *^  No  :  she  could  not  wait 
any  longer,  and  must  have  him  by  that  time.'* 

On  Monday,  about  1 1  o'clock/  Mrs.  Austin  left  borne, 
calling  on  a  Mrs.  Jones  in  Butt  Lane^  an  acqaaintance, 
that  she  might  take  leave  of  tbeclii'ld  before  she  finally 
parted  from  it.  In«herway  to  Montague  House,  she 
met  Mr.  Stikeman,  near  the  sign  of  th^  Green  Man ^ 
talking  to  a  gentleman.  When  he  saw  her  he  crossed 
over  the  way  to  her>  and  said  she  was  rather  behind 
her  time ;  that  the  ladies  had  been  looking  out  for  her 
to  see  which  way  she  would  come ;  and  that  the  house  i 
maid  had  been  twice  to  the  gate  looking  for  her.  H^ 
said  lie  was  going  to  Greenwich  to  purchase  a  night  lamp 
for  the  child.-T^-Observingher  cry,  he  inquired  the  cause 
of  her  grief ;  she  lold  him  they  ^were  the  mingled  tears 
of  joy  and  grief  at  parting  from  her  child.  He  said, 
^'  Make  haste  up,  and  make  free  and  ask  for  any  thing  you 
want,  and  the  ladies  will  not  think  the  worse  of  you  by 
seeing  you  in  trouble  at  parting  from  your  child  /"  He 
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told  her  when  alie  arrived  at  MoDtagae  House  to  ask 
for  Miu  Sandbr,  which  she  immediately  did. 
Mary  Wilson  shewed  her   into  Miss  Sanger's 

« 

room>  which  is  on  the  same  floor  with  and  next  to  her 
Royal  Highness's  sleeping^^room.  Miss  Sandeb 
was  not  in  the  room  at  the  time^  but  Maj^y  Wilsok 
went  to  inform  her  of  Mrs.  Austin's  arrival.  Miss  S  a  n- 
DEB  came  from  her  Royal  Highness's  room,  and  seeing 
her  jsruch  distressed  al  parting  from  the  infant,  she  said, 
^'  li  is  ttillyour  option  whether  to  leave  it  or  not  with  her 
Royal  Highness/'  Mrs.  Austin  replied,  *^ she  would  certain^ 
Itf  let  her  Royal  Highness  have  it,  as  she  knew  it  would 
be  taken  care  of/*  Miss  Sander  then  took  the  chiki» 
saying,  ''  Take  a  kiss  of  your  mother,  my  dear,  at  part* 
ing,"  and  conveyed  it  to  Her  Royal  Hiohness.— 
Mrs.  Austin  waited  for  a  considerable  time  before  Miss 
Sander  returned, .  who  (as  she  was  told)  was  dressing 
the  child ;.  new  clothes  having  been^  provided  for  it^  by 
her  Royal  Highness's  ordera.  Miss  Sander  then 
brought  the  clothes  which  the  child  wore,  when  it  was 
brought,  even  to  the  very  pins.  She  now  signified  to 
Miss  Sander  a  desire  to  see  the  child  once  more  be* 
fore  she  finally  left  it,  but  this  favour  was  denied  her. 

Mrs.  Austin  was  now  desired  to  go  into  the  Cofiee- 
room,  and  get  sooae  refreshment,  where  she  waited  Mr. 
Stikeman's  return  from  Greenwich.  During  her  stay  in 
the  CoflTee-room,  Mrs.  Lloyd  said  to  her  with  apparent 
displeasure, 'M  don't  suppose  the  child  will  be  kept  in 
the  house ;  1  don't  know  what  we  shall  do  with  it  here ; 
we  have  enough  to  do  to  wait  on  her  Royal  Highness." 
It  appeared  evident  that  much  confusion  prevailed  among 
the  servants  on  this  occasion.  Mrs.  Austin  then  asked 
her  where  she  thought  the  child  would  be  placed.  Mrs. 
Lloyd  said,  she  supposed ''  it  would  be  put  across  the  Heath, 
where  her  Royal  Highness  had  some  other  children 
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▲T  NDBSfi,  under  the  care  of  the  StewanFs  wife/'  This 
unlooked-for  and  unwelcome  information  added^consi- 
derabljr-^o  her  distress,  as  she  nnderstoixl  that  the  child 
was  to  be  brought  up  IN  the  house,  under  the  iinme* 
^ate  inspection  of  Hee. Royal  Highness.  Just  at 
ibis  momeut,  Her  Royal  Highnes-s*s  bell  rang,  and 
the  ibotoiaD  came  in  for  some  atrow-root,  which  Mrs. 
Lloyd. niixed>  and  betook  it  with  him. 

.By  this  ti^ie  Mr.  StIkeman   had  returned   fronEi. 

Gj^enwioh,  and  Mrs.   Austin   immediately  told   him 

what  Mrs*  IJoyd  had  said  respecting  the  child's  being- 

put  out  of  the  house.    He  desired  her  to  pay  no  atten- 

tLoa  to  any  thing  that  was  md  by  any  of  the  servants^ 

as  they  knew  nothing  about  the  businei^ ;  and  requested 

her  when  she  came  again^  to  go  into  the  steward's  room. 

She  also  now  stated  to  him  how  they  were  situated^ 

(batcher  husband  was  ill  with   the   rheumatism;  that 

they  had  nothing' to  subsist  upon;  and  that  she  thought 

of  going  into  service.    This,   howerer,  Mn   Stike- 

MAN  appeared  not  to  approve^  saying  that  she  would 

by  that  means  be  giving  up  her  home,  and   that  he 

tboaght  she  had  better  wait,  and  see  what  might  turn 

up ;.  she  then  took  her  leave  of  them,  and  departed. 

Thenexiday  Mr.  Stikeman  came  to  Deptford,  to 
inform  Mrs.  Austin  that  the  child  was  very  well,*  that 
her  Royal  Highness  had  done  every  thing  for  it  her- 
self;  and  that  she  appeared  to  be  very  fond  of  it.  She 
asked  him  when  it  would  be  agreeable  for  her  to  see 
her  child  ;  and  he  said  if  she  would  come  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  he  would  then  endeavour  to  procure  an  in- 
terview for  her.  .  She  accordingly  went  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, but  was  informed  by  Mr.  Stikeman,  that  her 
Royal  Highness  was  engaged  with  the  child,  that 
she  did  not  like  to  be  disturbed,  ^nd  ^hat  she  must  come 
some  other  tiipe. 
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Mrs*  Amdii  then  Mud»  that  leveral  penoiis  at  DeplfonL 
had  been  telling  her  that  she  would  never  fee  the  ciuU 
again ;  that  thej  blamed  her  very  much  foi;  parting  from  it, 
faying  that  thej  would  not  let  the  Kino  have  a  child 
of  theirs,  and  many  other  observations  of  the  like  natii»^ 
which  Gontributed  to  render  her  very  uneasy. .  Mr.  Stike^ 
man  then  observed,  *'  If  you  will  come  with  me,  I  will 
satbfy  you,  by  shewing  you  the  child  with  her  Royal  Hij^-* 
ness.  He  then  took  her  to  the  door  of  the  Princess's  room 
and  desired  her  to  look  through  tlie  keyhole ;  and  faavit^ 
obeyed  Mr.  Stikeman  s  directions,  she  distinctly  observed 
her  Royal  Highness  passing  to  and  fro,  nursing  dn 
cliild  and  chatting  to  it.  Mrs.  Austin  was  now  better  satis* 
fied.  Mr.  Stikeman  desired  her  to  come  agciiu  on  Sa-^^ 
turday.  evening,  when  he  promised  that  she  should  see  the 
child. 

Mrs.  Austin  accordingly  went  to  Montague  House  on 
the  day  appomted;  and  saw  Mart  Wilson,  who  told 
her  that  the  child  was  asleep,  and  thet  Her  Royail 
H16UNES8  was  taking  a  walk.  Upon  lier  Royal  Ui€H1« 
NEs&'s  return,  Mrs.Austin  was  ordered  up  into  the  Blub? 
ROOM,  wliere  thePrincess  was,  with  the  child  layii^  in  her 
lap ;  and  she  ran  and  kissed  the  child  as  he  lay.  H  br  Roy  a  l 
Highness  said  it  had  been  a  very  good  child;  but  that  it 
had  a  little  cough,  and  sucked  its  thumb ;  but  that  she  bad 
consulted  a  physician,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  its  siick« 
ing  its  thumb  would  not  hurt  him*  Mrs.  Austin  observed 
some  phials  there,  and  on  the  label  was  written,  '^  For 

THE  INFANT  AT  MoNTAGUE  BoWEB."      Her  RoYAL 

Highness  desired  her  to  come  again  on  Sunday  morning 
and  she  should  nur^e  the  child.  This  she  did,  and  waited 
a  considerable  time,  the  child  not  being  dressed.  She  was, 
at  length,  introduced  into  Miss  Sander's  room,  where  the 
Princess  was,  who  herself  gave  her  thechild.  Here  Mrs. 
Austin  remained,  nursing  the  child ;  her  Royal  Highness 
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bM^g-T^reseDt,  ckawg  the  nrhole  of  the  time,. with  Mm 

^.Ifpp^^fcolarcoaversatioDtook  place  at  this  mcsetrng*- 
Mis.  Aastia  having  told  the  Princess  that  her  little  boiy  • 
SaiBuel  was  ill  at  home,  her  Royal  Highness  inquived 
liie .nature  .of  the  child^s  complaint;  and  .sbe  replied 
thtt  ^he  did  not  know :— her  Royal  Highness  said  she 
would  ^nda  doctor  to  see  it,  and  Mr#EDM£Ai>&s,  her^ 
Royal  Higl>njess's  apothecary  called  at  Bepiford,  in  Mrs,. 
Affix's  i^s^pce,  for  this  porpose;.  .A  person  who  lived 
in  Jibe  pext  room  told  Mr.  Edmeabes  that  she  was  ap-. 
pr^eosive  that  the  child  had  the  joeasies.    This  infor- 
mation Mr.  Enif £ADss  communicated  to  heb  Royal 

-•  •  •  •  ■  ,  '      ' 

Highness,  at  which  she  appeared  displeased,  $qp» 
poi^g  that  Mrs.  Austin  knew  the  cause  of  the  child's 
yiiiess,  though  she  forbore  to  mention  it.  Bat  Heu^ 
RoTA&.HiaHNsas,  ciesired  Mr.  Edmeades  apt  19  be*. 
bave«hai?ftbly  to  Mrs.  Austin,  as.  it  was  possible  that  she 
might  opt  have  been  aware  of  the  nature  of  her  son's 
iUfiesa  at  that  time, 

Mr.  Edmeades  however,  having  called  at  Deptford  to 
aee  Mrs.  Austin  and  the  child,  he  began  to  chide  her 
for  not  inforiBing  her  Royal  Highness  with  the  fact. 
She  told  him  that  it.  was  impossible  for  her  to  do  so,  as 
sbe  was  not  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  child's 
disorder*  Upon  farther  examination,  indeed,  it  appeared 
that  the  measles  was  not  the  disorder  with  which  the 
child  was  afBicted.  Mr.  Edmeades  then  desired  her 
not  to  say  any  thing  to  the  Princess  on  the  sa^ect  of 
his  speaking  harshly  to  her,  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
Attending  her.  He  also  observed  that  if  the  child  had 
been  ill  with  the  measles,  it  might  have  produced  very 
serious  consequences,  as  her  Royat  Highness  bad  not, 
at  tfapt  time^  bad  the  disorder  berselfl 
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tB  AmgotH  ]808»  AvftTiK  waft  appointadP « •  pe^ 
wmwmt  locker  in  the  Lomboii  Docks,  a  ftil«aCian  vhidi 
her  Royal  Htghoa»  obtained  for  fainij  through  the  in- 
lereftt  of  the  late  Mr.  P£iiCBtAiM,  Thk  post  he  sfSSl 
letaioft,  ai  a  salary  of  about  aijt  goioeaft  per  oipathi  whett 
able  to  attend;  but  in  cate  of  iUaew,  his  pay  iarednoc^ 
And  this  frequently  occurs^  as  he  is  much  afflicted  wjidi 
the  f  heofiiatisiib  .... 

Such  are  the ''  4M>rt  and.simpleraiinalii"  pf^hesepooi: 
but  industrious  people,  Samubl  and  Sophia  -AusTtv  | 
-«-40ch  is  the  plaina^  an varaisbe^  history  of.Wii«Lmf 
Austin*  their  fortunate  son;-*«od'sucb  is  the  State-r 
laent  pf  Facts  relative  to  the  conduct  of  her  Royal 
HiOHNEsa  TUB  Princess  of  Wal&s^  and  of  her 
agents^ — throughout  the  whole  of  this  singular,  and  al- 
most unparalleled  transactioa. 

The  evidence  respecting  Wilx^iam  Austin^  the 
child  now  under  ihe  protection  of  her  Royal  Highness* 
seems  to  be  of  the  most  conclusive  nature*  Scarcely  a 
doubt  can*  indeed* .exist  on  this  subjects  The  testimo- 
ny of  Mrs.  Austin  (connected  with  the  various  concur* 
ring  circumstances  detailed  in  this  statement)  is*  the 
writer  conceives*  entirely  unimpeachable*,  and  of  such  a 
nature*  as  for  ever  to  set  at  rest  the  fears  of  Rnglisbmen 
respecting  the  future  succession  to  these  kingdoms ; 
so  far*  at  least*  as  it  concerns  the  subject  of  the  present 
narrative. 

As  the  name  of  Wiljuiam  Austin  will*  most  pro- 
bably* be  transmitted  to  posterity*  in  connection  with 
that  of  her  Royai^  Highness  the  Princess  or 
Wajues*  the  writer  fbels  some  degree  of  satisfaction  in 
having  collected  (with  no  small  labour)  materials  for  a 
document*  which  may*  perhaps*  at  some  futui^  time* 
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occupy  06  uniiDportant  place  in  the  annals  of  English 
History. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  public  mind,  it  would  be 
improper  to  offer  any  fariher  comment  upon  this  affair ; 
— the  writer,  therefore,  will  leaVe  it  to  every  person  to 
form  his  own  opinion :— -assuring  the  public  that  he 
has  fulfy  enabled  them  to  do  so/  by  giving  a  succinct 
but« faithful  statement  of  facts  only, unaccompanied 
by  arguments  or  any  remarks  which  should  at  all  tend 
to  bias  their  opinion  on  this  subject. 

Finally^  the  writer  delivers  this  statement  to  the  public 
tinder  the  strongest  conviction  of  its  veracity— and  in 
the  fullest  persuasion  of  its  importance  to  the  nation  at 
large — ^to  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales — to  Mrs,  Austin,  the  mother  of  the  child  now 
under  the  protection  of  her  Royal  Highness-r-and  to 
William  Austin,  the  subject  of  this  short  and, as  the 
writer  conceives,  interesting  memoir. 


FINIS. 


Prioted  b?  R.  Sdwavdt, 


